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Early Kindergarten at Frenchtown 
Elementary 

Early Kindergarten is for four year olds and young 
five year olds who miss the school age cut off date 
of September 10th.  Your child will be accepted on 
a first come first serve basis. Registration will 
open Wednesday, March 17th and close on Monday, June 7th. We will not be 
accepting registrations after this date. Please pick up a packet at the Elementary 
Office or call 406-626-2620 to receive more information. We will be offering two 
three hour sessions for up to 20 students in each session.  First day of school will 
be Monday, August 30th.  In- district students will be accepted first, then if spots 

are available we will consider out of district students if 
an older sibling currently enrolled as an out of district 
student. 

AM Sessions (Limit first 20 students): 
Monday-Friday 8:15-11:15 

 
PM Sessions (Limit first 20 students): 



Monday-Friday 12:15-3:15 
 
 
 
 

Transportation: 

Students in the AM session will be able to ride the bus to school 
and parents must pick up at 11:15. 

Students in the PM session will need to be dropped off at 12:15 and 
may ride the bus home at 3:15. (someone will need to meet the 
bus at the bus stop after school in order for students to get off 
the bus) 

Early Kindergarten Focus: 

1. School Readiness 
2. Pre-Reading Skills 
3. Pre-Math Skills 
4. Social Skills 

***This program is separate from Special Education Preschool and Transitional 
kindergarten*** 

Frenchtown Book Fair 2021 a Success! 
 
The Frenchtown 2021 Book Fair was a huge success despite the delays in getting the fair to our 
school.  The truck arrived with books on March 2 and with the help of Roberta Chapman, Elaina 
Blass, Karolie Lydell, and Natalie  Martin( Bova), the fair was set up before the end of the day.  
A virtual book fair was an option for those who chose not to attend the in-person fair.  
 
The two day book fair took place during the Parent Teachers Conference, it was a testament of 
the support and appreciation the community has for Frenchtown School.  Covid protocol was 
followed and parents were very appreciative and generous.  We do not have exact numbers of 
how much the fair netted, but by our calculations, it is the biggest fair to date. Our profits will be 
used to support the maker space that is housed in the library.  
 
Our thanks goes to Jodi and Riley for allowing us to host the fair, and teachers for their support 
and flexibility in scheduling class time to visit the fair and purchase books, To our special crew, 
the music department, and Roberta Chapman for showing up and helping before, during and  



after the fair, and of course our students who generated the excitement for books and love for 
this yearly event! 
 
 
Estimate total sales  $14,000  (both in person and virtual fair 
Profits and Rewards 
In-Person Fair 50% if sales revenue is $3500 or above 
Virtual Fair  25% on orders placed during the fair 
 
Fairs with sales of $3,500 or above (less tax) are eligible to receive 25% cash profit* or a split 
between Scholastic Dollars and cash. 
 
Thank you Sarah and Shauna for helping with the accounting piece of the fair.  
 
Ryann Rugg and Niki Evans 
 
Kindergarten Enrollment  
Currently, we have 30 students enrolled for the 2021-2022 school year. Please spread the word, 
we have 60-70 more seats to fill. We will get there.  We are not hosting Kindergarten Round- 
Up this year and we have changed our screening process. We will not be screening students at 
the end of the year, they will be placed in classes and meet their teacher the first week of 
school and start on Monday, August 30th.  
 
Kindergarten 

In Ms. Geaudry’s class in March, we started off by 
celebrating Dr. Seuss’s Birthday with crafts, STEM 
centers, and we even got to try some green eggs and 
ham! We then turned our focus to St. Patty’s Day and 
we made traps and tried to catch those silly 
leprechaun! Next we started to talk about the weather- 
patterns/ extreme weather-and color words. Lastly, we 
went to the Greenhouse to learn about compost, 
planted flowers for our spring project, and we finally got 
to bring our apple saplings back to the classroom that 
we started back in September! 



 

This month in Miss Luebke's class we will talk 
about authors and illustrators, have a Mo Willems 
week and do some fun crafts to go along with his 
wonderful books! We'll also be designing our own 
traps to try and catch that pesky leprechaun for St. 
Patrick's Day! We continue to become adding and 
subtracting pros and boy are these kiddos getting 
good! They are also becoming quite the readers 
and look forward to any games that help practice 
sight words especially the game Miss Luebke 
made called ZAP! Lastly, we get to learn about 
composting and we will start doing that in our 

classroom with leftover food 
from breakfast and snack! 
 

In Mrs. Musso’s class we started March by celebrating Dr. Seuss. 
We practiced our rhyming and writing by making up critters to go 
in our pockets, and by rhyming with the word “hat” on our Cat in 
the Hat hats. Our Horton Hears a Who elephants helped us 
practice our writing and art skills, 
while teaching us that everyone 
matters. Next we learned about the 
colors of the rainbow, and how 
they’re made. We followed up 
rainbow week by learning all about 

St. Patrick’s day. To end our month we started to learn 
about weather and Spring. 

Mrs. Kurpius's class celebrated Dr. Seuss week by 
dressing up and eating green eggs and ham. There were 
quite a few thumbs-down for that breakfast. We will also 
be studying what an illustrator does, how leprechauns 
trick us, and some crazy spring weather phenomenons. 

In Miss Juden’s class we kicked off March by learning 
about Dr. Seuss and participating in all sorts of fun dress up days. Throughout the rest 
of the month we will be learning about rainbows, weather, and trying our best at 
capturing one of those pesky leprechauns! 

3rd Grade Iditaread 



Whoooooooosh! They're off! The third graders are blazing the Iditaread trail this month!  The 
students are now halfway through our four-week Iditaread program and we could not be prouder 
of the growth they have shown!  The program requires them to apply the reading skills they’ve 
developed all year long in order to make sense of and show their understanding of new texts 
related to topics such as the Iditarod, the Arctic region, and Alaska.  We anticipate they will 
continue to be successful through the final two weeks. 
 
Additionally, our students wrapped up their musher reports this past week!  This quarter, we 
focused on an informative writing unit, which will culminate in a final informative masterpiece.  
The students completed their musher reports as a midway writing project to practice their 
research, note-taking, outlining, drafting, and revising skills.  They had to use new writing tools 
such as headings and subtopics to guide their writing and they did a stellar job!  
 
In the math realm, we wrapped up our unit on area, perimeter, and equivalent fractions and 
moved forward to geometry!  The third graders are excited to learn about units of measurement 
of mass and volume in addition to characteristics of specific types of polygons.  This will be the 
last math unit introduced prior to Smarter Balanced testing so the students will have adequate 
time to prepare, practice, and shine! 
 
In science and social studies, the third graders are learning about concepts such as animal traits, 
heredity, natural selection for survival, explorers, and the American Revolutionary War!  It has 
been both a fun and informative quarter for these kids!  A favorite lesson in science for many of 
the students was Lizard Island!  In social studies, we will wrap up the quarter by learning about 
the United States government, the Declaration of Independence, and the United States 
Constitution.  Overall, they continue to challenge us each day with excellent discussion points 
and questions.  No doubt they will have a blast learning through the rest of the third quarter! 
https://iditarod.com/race/2020/standings/ 
 
Parent Teacher Conferences March 3-4  (98%  participation) 
We had a wonderful turn out for conferences. Parents had the opportunity to schedule online  
and choose a face to face, virtual, or phone conference.  
 
NEW Alta Care Support Staff 
Hi!  
I'm Jordan Jolly and I am the Altacare CSCT Therapist for grades K-3. I have my Bachelor's in 
Psychology from Illinois State University and my Master's in Mental Health Counseling from the 
University of Montana. I moved to Missoula 7 years ago to try something new, and haven't 
looked back yet. I have a wide range of previous work experiences ranging from my first job 
ever at Chuck E. Cheese (is it an unwritten rule that your first job has to be terrible?) to being a 
case manager for adults with mental illness. My previous CSCT experience consists of Junior 

https://iditarod.com/race/2020/standings/


High and High School students and I am excited to be working here with the younger students. 
My friends would tell you that I am way too extroverted, so come say Hi to me! I promise to 
TRY not to talk too much, but I can't guarantee anything!  
 
NEW Permanent Substitute 
Greetings parents, 

My name is Madison--Ms. Irwin to your kiddos--and I am the permanent substitute 
teacher here at Frenchtown Elementary and Intermediate School. Basically what that means is 
that I am anywhere and everywhere in a day. Some of your students recognize me from the 
lunchroom as an extra aide during lunch time, others recognize me from Title, and of course, 
some have seen me at the front of their classroom stepping in and helping out when their 
teacher may need it. 

I came to Frenchtown School District close to three years after my graduation from the 
University of Montana with a bachelor degree in secondary education and English literature. 

Since the completion of my degree I have taught pre-school in Missoula, and enjoyed 
my time hiking, camping, and learning to fly fish--I am not a gifted fisherman, but I am 
determined to get better each season! I also had the opportunity to live and work as an English 
literacy teacher in Western Samoa with the Peace Corps last year. We were unfortunately 
brought home because of Covid, but I am so excited to have joined the Frenchtown team, and 
now have the opportunity to work with your wonderful students. Note: If your kiddo has come 
home saying words like “Malo” or “Fa”, that was me, I am slowly teaching everyone the basics 
of the Samoan language! 
 

I am looking forward to a great rest of the school year with your students! 
 
Warm Regards, 
Ms. Irwin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


