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Old Fort Local Schools 

Senior Class Plans Staycations 

 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the 

Class of 2021 is taking an alternative 

approach to the usual senior class 

trip.  Instead of the normal four-five day 

overnight trip to Orlando or some 

other out-of-state location, this year's 

seniors are taking local day trips to en-

joy some fun and entertainment as a 

group.  

 

On Friday, February 19th, they em-

braced the cold and snow to enjoy a 

day of fun at Snow Trails Ski Re-

sort.  The seniors enjoyed a few hours 

of snow tubing with a private rental of 

the facilities and also enjoyed a lunch.   

 

During the remaining months of the 

school year they are exploring options 

such as Top Golf, indoor trampoline 

parks, and Dave and Busters.  

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  
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  From the Desk of Laura Bryant, Superintendent 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear Old Fort Families, 

 
As I sit down to write this, a 

long awaited week is finally 
upon us.  It is the first round 
of educator vaccines in Seneca 

County.   This opportunity is 
an important step for our staff 

and brings hope for our ability 
to return to normalcy.  As 

you may have seen from my 
earlier communication, OFLS 

has made the decision to re-
main open for the first round 

of staff vaccines, while switch-
ing to Remote Learning for 

the second round.  Remote 
Learning on March 18th and 

19th will be a modified ver-
sion of the Remote Learning 

Plans we currently have, as 
staff will need flexibility in the 
schedule to accommodate 

their various vaccination ap-
pointment times.  Further 

information regarding this 
learning platform will be forth-

coming as we approach mid-
March.  Thank you for your 

continued support and pa-
tience as we work through 

the details of this school year 
together. 

 
One of the most exciting 

things happening as we look 
forward to next year is the 

expansion of our preschool 
programs.  Old Fort will be 

adding a Monday/Wednesday 

and Tuesday/Thursday option 

for 3 and 4 year olds to the 
current 4 day kindergarten 

readiness class we already 
have.  We will be keeping all 

preschoolers on-site at our 
elementary, including those 

with special needs who have 
traditionally been served at 
the Family Learning Center in 

Tiffin.  This is an exciting time 
for the district, and we look 

forward to building a strong 
foundation of early literacy 

and math skills for many more 
little Stockaders.  Families 

should call the elementary 
office or sign-up for enroll-

ment on our district web-
site.  All questions can be di-

rected to Mrs. Brittni Faist, 
Director of Special Education 

at 419-986-5166. 
 

Although I was too young at 
the time to have any memo-
ries of it, my parents’ genera-

tion tells stories of The Bliz-
zard of ‘78.  My husband re-

members his grandfather talk-
ing about his experiences in 

World War II.  And our great 
grandparents would have lived 

through the Spanish Flu of 
1918, the last worldwide pan-

demic.  It makes me think of 
the stories that our children 

will tell to their children and 
grandchildren about some-

thing called “COVID-
19”...  learning through com-

puters, quarantines, wearing 
masks and the invention of a 
vaccine for a virus few people 

had heard of a year prior to 
its launch.  In the world of 

education, we too will look 
back on this challenging time 

and identify the things we re-
member.  Along with the diffi-

culties, many positive things 

have come from this crazy 
year as well.  We will talk 

about staggered starts, stag-
gered dismissals, increasing 

teachers’ technology skills, 
principals and superinten-

dents with YouTube chan-
nels, increased sanitation and 
hand hygiene that dramati-

cally reduced incidents of flu 
symptoms, and much 

more.  Although challenging, 
I take comfort in knowing 

that this year has had some 
silver linings.  We have 

learned lessons that have 
reshaped not only the logis-

tics of what we do, but also 
the way we do teaching and 

learning.  Like being baptized 
in fire, this year has forced 

educators out of their com-
fort zones like never be-

fore.  Old Fort staff has risen 
to the challenge, and we will 
forever be changed for the 

better for it! 
 

Congratulations to all of our 
winter sports athletes who 

have excelled despite many 
challenges.  I know we all 

look forward to spring with 
great anticipation of warmer 

temperatures and new ad-
ventures.  It continues to be 

a privilege to lead this great 
district.  Please reach out if 

you ever have any questions, 
thoughts or concerns you 

would like to share.  Thank 
you! 
 

With Children at Heart, 

 

“Thank you for 

your continued 

support and 

patience as we 

work through 

the details of 

this school year 

together.”  
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  From the Desk of Erica Cobb, High School Principal 

“Mrs. King is 

well on her way 

with scheduling.  

She has met 

with our 7th 

grade, 8th grade, 

freshmen, 

sophomores, 

and juniors to 

help them 

prepare for the 

2021-2022 

school year.”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Greetings from your Principal, 

 

We have been busy at the high school with 

our academics, extracurricular activities, and 

athletics.  To read about our winter athletic 

highlights, jump to Mr. Miller’s page! 

 

Many of our Old Fort students who attend 

Sentinel or Vanguard competed in the local 

SkillsUSA competition.  Students are re-

quired to demonstrate knowledge and mas-

tery over their respective program.  Con-

gratulations to our Old Fort state qualifiers:  

Evan Schultze, placed gold (Industrial Motor 

Control), Marisa Heilman, placed gold (Nail 

Care), Jared Olmstead, placed gold with 

team (Welding Fabrication), Riley Sweeney, 

placed silver (Welding Fabrication), Shane 

Webb, placed gold (Collision Repair Tech-

nology).  

 

Mrs. King is well on her way with scheduling.  

She has met with our 7th grade, 8th grade, 

freshmen, sophomores, and juniors to help 

them prepare for the 2021-2022 school 

year.  She discussed different courses each 

grade level is mandated to complete, as well 

as different electives.  She also explained 

graduation requirements and pathways, al-

ternate pathways, diploma seals, diplomas 

with honors, industry credentials, procedure 

for schedule changes, CCP courses, and 

readiness seals.  Every student received a 

course description book with all the infor-

mation discussed, as well as a course selec-

tion sheet to return by a given date: 

 

Juniors:  March 4th 

7th, 8th, freshmen, and sophomores:  

March 10th  

The state of Ohio created assessments for 

schools to utilize that mimic the Ohio State 

Tests.  The readiness assessments mirror 

the content and characteristics in terms of 

length, tools, and specifications.  Once our 

students complete the readiness assess-

ments, scores are reported to teachers, giv-

ing them rapid access to those results.  Our 

7th grade math students through our geome-

try math students completed the math readi-

ness assessments on March 3rd.  This will 

give our math department an opportunity to 

dive into the data to determine standards 

that need to be re-taught, standards that are 

mastered, and tier 2 interventions that may 

need to take place over specific standards.   

 

On November 17th, 2020, Mrs. King held a 

CCP informational meeting via Zoom.  At 

the meeting, requirements and suggestions 

were completed.  Old Fort’s CCP partnering 

colleges introduced themselves and ex-

plained how to enroll in the CCP program.  

Mrs. King has shared a CCP Google Class-

room with all 7th-11th grade students.  If a 

student is interested in taking a CCP course, 

all required paperwork is located on the 

Google Classroom, outside Mrs. King’s of-

fice, or in the main office.  The video from 

the CCP informational meeting is also 

posted on the CCP Google Classroom.   

 

On March 1st, the junior high/high school 

teachers completed professional develop-

ment over CPI (Crisis Prevention Interven-

tion) training by Mrs. Brittni Faist.  Our staff 

continued to build their skills in creating an 

effective culture in our building.  Mrs. Faist 

focused on building the knowledge and skills 

needed to recognize and manage crisis be-

haviors that may occur.  Four key areas of 

CPI training include:  Care, Welfare, Safety, 

and Security.   

 

Sincerely, 

Erica Cobb 
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 From the Desk of Kristina Smith, Elementary Principal 

“Our students 

and staff have 

faced many 

challenges this 

year, but 

continue to 

always show the 

Old Fort 

Stockader Pride.”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Winter is definitely in full swing with snow days, 

indoor recess, and students bundled up to keep 

warm! I hope everyone is staying safe and enjoy-

ing some time outside in the snow.  My family 

and I have ventured out quite a bit to build 

snowmen and walk through the tall drifts, all to 

come back inside to warm up and enjoy a snack. 

The snow has been making an impact on our 

days and  students, but we are doing our best to 

keep them focused on the learning that is taking 

place in our building. Students have been work-

ing on their Hundred Days projects, learning 

division with games like football (ask a 3rd 

grader), and finishing up art projects from the 

Middle Ages. As always, we are happy to be in 

person teaching our students.  

 

A few things are coming up as we approach the 

end of our third quarter.   

 Spring conferences are being held on 

Thursday, March 4th on an as-needed ba-

sis.  Teachers sent home communication 

about the conferences and parents were 

able to sign up.  

 Kindergarten Screening: We opened 

our kindergarten registration on Jan. 15 and 

have scheduled kindergarten screening for 

Thursday, April 29th or Friday, April 

30th.  Please remember to sign up for a 

time on one of these two dates for your 

child to attend screening.  Also if your kin-

dergartener is an open-enrolled student, 

you will need to fill out our open-

enrollment form. 

 Open Enrollment: Information on open 

enrollment will be available March 

1st.  Families need to fill out the form 

that will be located on the Old Fort 

Website. Our open enrollment form will 

be open from March 1st until March 

31st.  Be on the lookout for more infor-

mation to be sent out soon. 

 Remote Learning: On March 18th & 

19th, students will be having remote 

learning due to staff vaccinations.  This 

remote learning will look a little different 

than the one we practiced last Novem-

ber.  We will be sending out information 

on how this will look and what to expect 

as we get closer to the date. Students will 

not be in the building, so please plan ac-

cordingly. 

 Spring Break:  Spring break is from 

April 1st until April 6th. Students will 

return to class on Wednesday, April 7th. 

 

As we move closer to the end of the year, 

please be on the lookout for newsletters with 

upcoming information on events we are able 

to have or not have this year.  Our students 

and staff have faced many challenges this year, 

but continue to always show the Old Fort 

Stockader Pride.  I am proud of them each 

and every day. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you 

ever need anything.  I am very honored to 

lead Old Fort Elementary. 

   

Your Partner in Education, 

Mrs. Kristina Smith 

 

Extra information: 

Our PBIS Activity for January was a snowball 

fight.  Students participated in an indoor 

snowball fight at each grade level. They had a 

great time and were able to release some 

energy as well. 



       From the Desk of Jason Miller,  Assistant High School Principal/Athletic Director 
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It is amazing that we have completed 

a winter sports season, and we are 

breaking ground on a spring season.  I 

am definitely ready for the weather to 

start to turn and get outside to watch 

our spring athletes compete!  Some 

items that the community should be 

aware of as we continue to upgrade 

our athletic facilities: 

 

 New dugouts have been com-

pleted on the softball fields 

 We are currently replacing the 

first two rows of fixed seating in 

the gymnasium 

 Lighting has been upgraded at the 

Bettsville campus gymnasium. 

 We will be updating the weight 

room this coming spring/summer 

 A new scorer’s table and padded 

chairs have been ordered for the 

high school 

 New ice machines will be placed in 

the high school and elementary 

buildings  

 

As a district we will continue to pre-

pare a five-year plan that will help 

guide us moving forward to provide 

the highest quality facilities and equip-

ment for our student athletes.  We 

would like to thank the Reverse Raffle 

Committee and the Athletic Boosters 

for their support in these endeavors.  
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2020-21 Winter Sports Wrap Up: 

 

 

Bowling- congratulations to Hayden 
Tarris for being named SBC Bay Divi-

sion Bowler of the Year!  Hayden also 

earned a spot in the state bowling 

tournament and placed 7th!   

Girls’ Basketball- the girls’ team had 

a successful season, claiming a Sec-

tional Championship!  Individual hon-

ors were 1st Team SBC- Macie Miller, 

2nd Team- Jordan Reineck, and Hon-

orable Mention- Kara Davidson and 

Chloe Wilkinson 

Boys’ Basketball- the boys had an-

other successful year claiming a share 

of the SBC River Division title and a 

Sectional Championship.  Congratula-

tions to Colin Nutter for being named 

the Most Outstanding Player in the 

River Division and being named Player 

of the Year in District 6.  Also, Zach 

Dewese reached the 1,000 point 

scorer milestone and was named to 

1st Team SBC.  2nd Team SBC- Myles 

Miller, Honorable Mention- Landen 

Barr.   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

“It is amazing 

that we have 

completed a 

winter sports 

season, and we 

are breaking 

ground on a 

spring season.” 



  From the Desk of Brittni Faist, Assistant Elementary Principal/ District Special Education Coordinator 
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CALLING ALL  

PRESCHOOL PARENTS!  
 

Old Fort Preschool  

Registration is Now Open!! 
 

Old Fort Local Schools is excited to an-

nounce the expansion of our preschool 

program!!  Starting in the 2021-2022 

school year, Old Fort Elementary will 

offer three preschool classroom options 

for families. 

 

The mission of the Old Fort Preschool 

Program is to provide a safe, develop-

mentally appropriate, nurturing environ-

ment that promotes social, emotional, 

cognitive, and physical growth, as well as 
a positive self-image and a love of learn-

ing.  Our educators strive to provide 

each child with a comprehensive educa-

tional experience based in inquiry, crea-

tivity, and curiosity.   

 

Who is eligible for Old Fort Pre-

school? 

     Children who will be 3 to 5 by Au-

gust 1st for the next school year (August 

1, 2021) 

 

When are preschool classes of-

fered? 

     Old Fort Preschool has three Pre-K 

classes. These classes will be determined 

based upon enrollment numbers and stu-

dent ages.    

 Stockader Pre-Kindergarten 

Academy- Monday-Thursday 7:45-

 2:45 (Enrollment priority for  this 

 class will be given to students 

 who will be entering Kindergar-

 ten for the 2022-2023 school 

 year.) 

 Little Stockader Preschool- 

 Monday/Wednesday or Tuesday/
 Thursday 7:45-2:45 

 These classes will be for our 

 younger preschoolers and those 

 who will not be eligible for Kin-

 dergarten until after  2022-2023 

 school year. 

 

Registration Details 

Registration for preschool is available on 

the Old Fort Local Schools website or 

by calling the Elementary Office at 419-

986-5166.  Note:  Registration is no 

longer handled by the Family Learning 

Center.  All registration now takes place 

at the school level. 

 

Questions: Please contact Brittni Faist 

at 419-986-5166 with any questions re-

garding preschool registration and eligi-

bility.  

 

Sincerely,  

Brittni Faist 
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“Old Fort Local 

Schools is 

excited to 

announce the 

expansion of 

our preschool 

program!!” 
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My name is Zach Dewese, and I have 

been in art every year since junior high. I 

started in 7th grade and currently I am 

in senior level art. Some of my favorite 

projects have been scratch board, 

acrylic, the face mask, and ink. For my 

scratch board, I did Edward Scissor-

hands, and for my acrylic I did a land-

scape painting. On my face mask, I did a 

Gene Simmons theme, and for my ink I 

did a Bible verse in Old English, which is 

one of my favorite things to do. Also, I 

loved doing our weekly sketches. It was 

fun to see my progress and what I was 

good at and needed to improve on. I am 

part of many clubs at school. I am the 

Art Club President, as well as the Stu-

dent Council President. A couple years 

ago I was also inducted into the National 

Honor Society. I am a four-year Varsity 

basketball player, and freshman year I 

played soccer and ran track. My hobbies 

include exercising, going out to eat, and 

customizing shoes. In the future, I plan 

to attend Bowling Green State Univer-

sity and major in architectural design.  

Art Spotlights 

I am Jaime Shiley, and I am an advanced 

art student. My favorite project from class 

would be my oil painting or the silk 

screen onto t-shirts. My hobbies and inter-

ests are playing in band, doing art projects 

at home, and listening to music. Some 

school activities I am a part of are Na-

tional Honor Society, National Machin-

ery, Science Club, Art Club, Student 

Council, the OFHS band, Cheerleading 

(while we were still in season), and Track. 

My plans after high school are to attend 

Heidelberg University to pursue a career 

in education.  
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Old Fort Schools Welcomes Esports  
 

Old Fort has joined over 100 schools throughout the state of Ohio with the Esports program.  

Esports Ohio is a free educational nonprofit organization created by teachers for students.   The vi-

sion of Esports Ohio was to create a world where electronic sports are embraced as a positive edu-

cational and developmental change agent for all students.  The Esports world would like to extend a 

welcome to all students, coaches, administrators, and parents to those interested in participating. 

Esports is an ever-growing and ever-changing group of electronic game competitions.  Esports Ohio 

has a mission to empower students by providing educational institutions with the knowledge, direc-

tion, support and resources to implement, maintain, educate and compete in electronic sports.  

What is Esports? - Esports is short for electronic sports.  Electronic sports are competitive elec-

tronic games of strategy that can be played individually or as a team.  The versatility of game-play and 

game genre make Esports one of the most versatile competitions in the world and also one of the 

most popular. 

Benefits High School Esports Provide:  

 Builds student relationships and confidence. 

 Provides a safe & social place to play. 

 Provides an outlet for students who aren’t interested in traditional sports to compete. 

 Breaks down barriers between different groups of students. 

 Encourages collaboration, communication, teamwork and build problem-solving skills. 

 Prepares students for the increasingly digital world around them. 

 Applies gaming lessons in real life, such as perseverance, teamwork and decision making. 

 Encourage students to improve or maintain good grades so they can participate. 

 Provides scholarship opportunities to numerous universities within Ohio. 

 Stand out among other area schools for offering an Esports program in regards to school 

choice. 

 STEAM Opportunities - Streaming/Video Production, Coaching, Game Analysis, Web De-

sign/Marketing, Shout casting, Graphic Design, Audio Engineering, Hardware/IT, Event Plan-

ning 

 

The Old Fort Esports team has 14 students signed up.  The matches run from the first of March until 

the end of April.  The matches are played after school and usually take between 60 and 90 minutes 

to complete.  There are 3 divisions for Ohio Esports at this time:  varsity, junior varsity and club.  

Old Fort is currently in the club division for the first year.  

 

Good Luck to all the students this year at Old Fort in Ohio Esports.  
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 Homecoming 

 

The homecoming game was for sure a night 

to remember. It may not have been the 

most traditional homecoming night, but it 

will still be very memorable in the hearts of 

Old Fort students. Congratulations to the 

Homecoming Court of 2021.  They repre-

sented their respective classes with great 

esteem and looked fantastic doing it. Con-

gratulations Landen Barr and Riley Lehner, 

who were voted Homecoming King and 

Queen. On behalf of our student body, I’d 

like to thank Mrs. Cobb and Mr. Miller for 

allowing us to have a student section as long 

as we adhered to social distancing and wear-

ing masks. A huge thank you to the students 

in the student section for adhering to these 

social distancing and mask protocols.  As a 

student, Homecoming 2021 was memorable 

for me because I finally felt like there was 

hope for a normal future. 

 

Students, be sure to check out the next epi-

sode of the communications video to see 

how to make a Stockader Shoutout. A 

“Stockader Shoutout” is a way to point out 

kind attributes and actions of fellow stu-

dents. Whether a student is helping out an-

other student or if a student is just being 

kind in general, fill out a Stockader Shoutout 

slip located in the high school commons. A 

kind word can go a long way, especially in 

this difficult time. As Stockaders, we need to 

stay together and be there for one another. 

 

On behalf of the student council, I would 

like to thank our administration for their 

support through this challenging year. 

 

Jaislynn Woodall 

Administrative Assistant, 

High School Student Council 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 

  
 

1 

Spring Break 
 

2 

Spring Break 

3 

Spring Break 

4 

Spring Break 

 

Easter 

5 

Spring Break 

6 

Spring Break 

7 
 

8 
 

9 

 

10 

Reverse  

Raffle–  

Virtual 

11 
 

12 

Board Meeting 

6:00 

13 
 

14 15 

 

16 

 

 

17 

 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
Thursday Night 

Concert Series 

OFHS 

Band 7:00-8:00  

23 
 

24 
 

25 

 

26 

 

 

27 

 

 

28 29 
Thursday Night 

Concert Series 

OFHS 

Choir 7:00-

8:00  

30 

  

 
 

April 2021 
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May 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 
 

 

 

1 
OFHS  

Cabaret  

Performance 

7:00-9:00 

2 
OFHS  

Cabaret  

Performance 

3:00-5:00 

3 
 

 

4 

 

5 

 

6 
Thursday 

Night Concert 

Series OFJH 

Band 7:00-8:00  

7 
 

8 
Prom 

6:00 

 

9 

 

10 
Board Meeting 

6:00 

11 

 

12 13 
Thursday 

Night Concert 

Series OFJH 

Choir 

 7:00-8:00  

14 
 

15 

 

16 17 
 

18 
Last Day–  

Seniors 

19 

 

20 
 
 

21 
 

 

22 
 

23 
Graduation 

3:00 

24 

 

25 
Last Day 

School 

26 
Staff Work 

Day 

27 28 

  

29 


