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December 7, 2020 

 

I hope each of you had a healthy and restful Thanksgiving week and are preparing some special stay at home 

activities for Winter break. This holiday season, in spite of the many challenges our District has faced, 

Gonzales Unified School District has many reasons to express gratitude, including the dedication and 

perseverance of our staff, the generosity of our community and most importantly the resilience of our 

students. 

 

MEASURE J & MEASURE K:  On behalf of the students, staff and the GUSD Board of Education, we 

would like to thank the Gonzales community for supporting the passage of Measure J & K. Measure J will 

support the District in building a new elementary school and renovating La Gloria Elementary and Fairview 

Middle School. Measure K will allow us to improve Gonzales High School, including upgrading our CTE 

facilities, and expanding our Computer Science and Engineering programs. While 55% is the required 

threshold for a school bond to pass, Measure J passed with 61.14% of the vote and Measure K with 64.58%. 

In early, 2021, a Citizens Oversight Committee will be convened to support the District and Board of 

Education with the administration of Measure J & K funds. 

 

FANOE FAMILY: The District would also like to express its sincere appreciation to the Fanoe family, long 

time Gonzales residents, and graduates. Their donation of 12 acres of land near Fanoe Road and Associated 

Lane, saved the District the cost involved with locating and purchasing land needed for a new elementary 

school and will allow us to focus Measure J monies on the construction of the new school. 

 

INNOVATIVE STAFF: Over a period of four months, GUSD has diversified the programs it can offer 

students in person while adhering to all public health guidelines. We are grateful for innovative GUSD staff 

who have enabled us to offer programs such as: Preschool, GPA 4.0 on Saturdays; ASES Childcare; and LGE, 

FMS, & GHS Hubs for student support. We are also grateful to our Athletic Directors, Coaches and 

Administrators, who have drafted a new District Athletic Handbook, and remain ready to support the return of 

our student athletes when safe.  

 

COVID-19: 

Since our return from Thanksgiving, the District has seen significant growth in both the COVID-19 Positivity 

Rate and Adjusted Case Rate, measures provided by the Monterey County Department of Public Health, 

which allow the District to monitor how fast COVID-19 is spreading locally.  

 

This past Wednesday (12/2/2020), the County of Monterey Health Department website, showed the following 

statistics: 

 93.55% of cases are in people younger than 65 years of age (including 48% under the age of 34); 

 56% of cases are acquired from known persons; 
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 80% of current cases are located in the Salinas Valley; 

 75% of COVID positive cases are Hispanic. 

 

In addition, here in Gonzales, community cases grew by 18 overnight, reaching 617 identified cases. At a 

local level, the District currently has 37 employees who have tested for COVID-19 since August, 2020, with 

12 who have now tested positive. The positive results have grown exponentially since Halloween. 

 

As a result of the recent growth and anticipated increases in COVID-19 cases, this past week I directed all 

staff to work from home from Monday, December 7, 2020 through January 19, 2021 with the exception of 

essential personnel (i.e. Nutritional Service workers, MOT, Tech Services Technicians, and Senior 

Leadership). While school will continue thru December 18th and begin again on January 11th, GUSD has 

staff and students who will be traveling and/or interacting with people outside of their individual homes 

during the break. The expected holiday surges will occur approximately 8-10 days after each holiday, the 

Xmas surge will arrive around January 5th and the New Year's surge around January 11th. By delaying the 

return to our District's on-site/in-person services to January 19th, it will allow for the majority of staff to 

remain at home for an additional time after the holidays where they can work and quarantine if needed. Please 

note, that offices will be closed, however we will be monitoring both email and voice messages. In addition, 

Fairview Middle School and Gonzales High School report cards will be accessible via your school’s parent 

portal and your child’s google account. Hard copies can be requested from your Principal and will be 

available when we return in January. La Gloria Elementary School progress reports will be available upon 

return in January, 2021. 

 

Our District has the opportunity to be proactive in preparing for what we know is coming, and we are not 

alone. All aspects of the county and state are being affected and on Friday, the Governor implemented 

expanded "Stay at Home" orders. GUSD took the lead in bringing back our students when we believed we 

could keep them safe. At this time, GUSD will also take the lead in prioritizing student and staff safety 

above all else. Preschool, GPA 4.0, the Hubs, athletic conditioning and small group instruction for Special 

Education students will resume on January 19, 2021 contingent upon all local and state health guidelines at 

that time. As per current guidelines, there will also not be any in person meetings held within the District 

during this timeframe. 

 

As we transition from a season of gratitude to a season of joy, and anticipation of a new year, GUSD remains 

grateful and indebted to all members of the GUSD family who have recognized the important role they play in 

keeping each other safe, tenacious in keeping us moving forward in spite of all that faced/faces us, and who 

do not let our hopes for the future diminish. 

 

I look forward to the possibilities of the new year! Please stay healthy! 

 

Warm regards, 

 

 

 

Yvette M. Irving 

 


