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HOUSTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

REGULAR SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

Thursday, February 18, 2021 
 

I. Call to Order – Vice-chair Carlson called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.  Members 

present:  Mimi Carlson, Gene Lundak, Richard Erdmann, Mark Swenson, Arlin Peterson 

and Krin Abraham.  Absent:  Tom Stilin and Josh Norlien. 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Agenda Approval – A motion was made by Lundak to approve the Agenda.  Seconded 

by Erdmann.  Motion passed unanimously.  

IV. Public Comment – None  

V. Consent Items – A motion was made by Lundak to approve the Consent Items.  

Seconded by Peterson.  Motion passed unanimously.  

A. Minutes 

1. Approval of February 11, 2021 

B. Payment of Bills 

C. Personnel 

1. Contract 

a. Nancy Albrecht – MNVA Science Substitute Teacher 

VI. Discussion Items 

A. COVID-19 Update – Superintendent Abraham highlighted the latest COVID 

statistics in the county as well as among students and staff within the district.  She 

also noted that more ESSER funding allocations will be announced in early March.  

Other information included an update on the staff vaccine distribution, MCA 

testing sites for MNVA, and the uncertain status of prom and graduation. She also 

shared details regarding a bill that would allow any school district in the state to 

offer distance learning without completing the rigorous compliance process that 

online schools are required to complete.   

B. Communication/Activities Director Position – Board member Carlson provided 

information regarding a recent Superintendent Search Committee meeting where 

Superintendent job duties were reviewed.  As a result of this meeting a 

recommendation is being made for a new position to be created within the district.  

This position will combine responsibilities of a communications director and 

activities director and will include transportation and facility scheduling.  

Discussion was held regarding the proposed list of duties and the FTE of the 

position.  Approval of the Communication/Activities Director position will be 

included at the March 4 meeting.    

C. February 23 Special Board Meeting at 6:00 PM – Superintendent Abraham briefly 

outlined the process for the superintendent search and announced that a Special 

Board Meeting has been scheduled for 6:00 PM on Tuesday, February 23.   This 

meeting will be conducted by MSBA representatives and is necessary for 

determining the attributes the Board would like to see in the new superintendent.  

After discussion regarding the format of the meeting, it was determined that Board 

members will attend the meeting in person in the high school library.  (After the 

meeting, the time was changed to 5:00 PM to provide for facilitator availability). 

D. New High School Course Offerings – Superintendent Abraham reviewed changes 

being proposed for the Language Arts courses for grades eleven and twelve and 

additional life skills and digital citizenship courses at the junior high level to 

replace reading courses.  Approval of the course changes will be included at the 

March 4 Board meeting.   
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VII. Old Business (Items for Discussion and Approval) 

A. High School Scoreboard Replacement – A motion was made by Peterson to 

approve the purchase of the NEVCO Model 2750 Scoreboard.  Seconded by 

Swenson.  Discussion was held regarding the size needed, time frame for ordering 

and installation costs.  Motion passed unanimously.   

B. Policies for Second Reading – A motion was made by Lundak to approve policies 

403, 405, 407 and 420.  Seconded by Erdmann.  Motion passed unanimously.   

1. Policy 403 – Discipline, Suspension and Dismissal of School District 

Employees 

2. Policy 405 – Veterans Preference for Hiring 

3. Policy 407 – Exposure to Hazardous Substances 

4. Policy 420 – Students and Employees with Sexually Transmitted Infections 

and Other Communicable Conditions 

VIII. New Business (Items for Discussion and Approval) 

A. 2021-22 MNVA Cohort Dates – Superintendent Abraham explained that the 

proposed 2021 – 2022 cohort dates are similar to this year and are set annually to 

provide opportunities for new student enrollment throughout much of the school 

year.  A motion was made by Lundak to approve the 2021 – 2022 MNVA cohort 

dates.  Seconded by Peterson.  Motion passed unanimously.   

IX. Announcements  

A. Important Events – Superintendent Abraham shared that Houston High School will 

be conducting a Covid friendly Sno-daze celebration the week of February 22.   

B. Meeting and Committee Updates – Superintendent Abraham provided details of 

her testimony to the House Committee regarding career and technical education 

course funding issues.  She also shared that a Facilities Committee meeting has 

been scheduled for 5:00 PM on Thursday, March 4, 2021 in the High School 

Library. 

C. Board/Superintendent Feedback/Thank You’s/Future Agenda Items – 

Superintendent Abraham acknowledged that there is confusion surrounding the  

new Social Studies standards and that future discussion will be held regarding 

these proposed changes. She assured the Board that events such as WWII and the 

Holocaust will be included in the new standards.    

X. Adjourn – A motion to adjourn was made by Erdmann and seconded by Swenson.  

Motion passed unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 6:54 PM.   


