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Regular Meeting (Monday, February 22, 2021)
Generated by Evelyn Holland on Thursday, February 25, 2021
 
Members present 
Laurie Gibson-Parker, Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis Harkley,
Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton
 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:29 PM
 
 
 
1. Opening Meeting
 
 
Procedural: 1.1 Notice of Board Meeting
Meeting began at 7:29Pm.
 
 
Procedural: 1.2 Pledge of Allegiance
 
Procedural: 1.3 Roll Call
 
 
After Motion to Pass the Agenda Failed - Board Discussion
Laurie Gibson-Parker - Made a motion to adopt agenda with flexibility with an amendment.
Debra Williams - Not sure about point of order of you making this motion.
Laurie Gibson-Parker - The attempt to rescind isn't on agenda, and it should've been. Also, I would like for executive session be
moved up after public session.
Debra Williams - Stated it was removed because it was made improperly, and I received information regarding the motion by
counsel from the NJSBA, and if we needed to discuss this further we can have a parliamentarian write an opinion about the motion
that was made last meeting.
Laurie Gibson-Parker - I'm sure it was done properly according to Robert Rules of Order.
Lester Taylor - Not sure who you are referring to when you say parliamentarian and would like to add that the NJSBA is not the
board's legal counsel.
Debra Williams - The NJSBA informed me that since the current counsel is one of the law firms being considered for legal services,
that you must recuse yourself and not advise on the matter.
Lester Taylor - Stated that he didn't agree and as the board's current counsel his only interest is to advise you on policy and
litigation matters and not a parliamentarian issue.  I've been very clear and on that night the event occurred, I was quite frank that
it didn't matter who you picked as your legal services as long as existing bylaws and Robert Rules of Order was followed when it
came to a board member intent to rescind an action.  At the last meeting a board member publicly gave notice of her intent to
rescind a resolution and my opinion had nothing to do with a vendor or the process.  However, based on my interpretation of law it
was done proper and could be on the agenda, but since it wasn't my opinion remains that it could be walked on the agenda this
evening if it's the will of the board to make the motion.
Debra Williams - According to Robert Rule of Order the person who introduced the resolution to be on the agenda would've needed
to be on the prevailing side, and she was not.
Laurie Gibson-Parker - I didn't do a motion to reconsider that would have to be done at the time of the meeting.  I did a motion to
rescind which happens at the next meeting.
Debra Williams - Stated that she appreciated Ms. Parker's comments but at this time she didn't believe they were correct.
Carlos Worthy - Asked the board president what it is that she thought wasn't correct.
Debra Williams - The motion to move a resolution isn't in order because it's referring to a matter from a previous meeting and the
member who introduced the ruling wasn't on the prevailing side.
Carlos Worthy - What you're saying is different from what happened because she didn't present a motion, an intent to motion was
made in public notice giving notification which is proper with Robert Rules of Order, and I would like them to site where they got it
from because a motion of intent to make a motion is proper Robert Rules of Order and require public notice because it impacts what
the process is, so it's absolutely correct and if you got a decision in writing and didn't share with the board, I would like to see it.
Debra Williams - I didn't get a decision, but I said if it was the will of the board we could get a decision about having it placed on the
agenda.
Carlos Worthy - It should've been placed because a motion was already made, and you decided to remove it without the will of the
full board.
Lester Taylor - Just to dispel any notion that my advice is anything less than impartial as implied by your comments, if you recall
when the motion was made, I pointed out that the board member who motioned and members who voted failed to mention dates of
the contract and that was for your solicitor, ect. and when the board voted to appoint my firm, I pointed out the same flaws in that
motion, and all I said is that you didn't have a start date or end date for that appointment or if it was to start immediately to
terminate my firm's services, nor did it state if it would be effective on April 1, 2021, and I suggested that you clarify pursuant to
the public school contract law for professional services, rather it was for 1 year or through 3/1/22, or past practice through the
reorganization meeting of January, 2022.  My advice was to keep you procedurally compliant which is the solicitor's job.  I would be
happy to consult with the NJSBA, but I wasn't given that opportunity.  I will note that Mr. Adams probably told you during Ethics
Training that the NJSBA isn't legal counsel, and they suggest you consult with your lawyer for legal matters.
April Maxwell-Henley - I would like to raise a point of order, the motion was already passed and adopted by the majority of the
votes, and I say we move on.
Carlos Worthy- Robert Rules of Order is that any action or any motion an action can happen after if you want to do a motion to
rescind, a motion of reconsideration you can do if a motion has been passed, that's the only way you would rescind or reconsider a
motion it would have to pass.  It is still proper even though the motion passed because no action was taken based off of that
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motion, and you can still go back and address if it is the interest of certain board member to see if the body is interested to go back
and address the matter.
April Maxwell-Henley - I understand what you're saying, but like I said it was already passed, and if there was a problem, it
should've been addressed at that meeting.  This is nothing but a delay in the process and things have already started and contracts
signed.  Ms. Williams called the NJSBA to get an advisory opinion since you were one of the contractors bidding for services and
wanted to see if you should've recused yourself, and she was told yes.  Now we are at the beginning of the meeting and can't move
forward that's sad, and I would suggest a motion, or whatever you want to call because technically you can make a motion without
putting the dates in, that's the will of the body and when your contract end, it ends.  We have done our due diligence, we are a body
and the majority ruled and informed the board president to stand firm.
Debra Williams - Don't want to continue with this matter.  A Parliamentarian isn't a court of law, it's a matter of self governance and
I understand you know the law, but I just don't think you should advise us on this matter, and I do believe the motion was improper
and as I stated before if Ms. Parker or Mr. Worthy wants to get a parliamentarian opinion we can do that, but to belabor it at this
point it's going nowhere.
Carlos Worthy - It's not that we need a parliamentarian decision, we need a legal decision, and we need to seek legal counsel to get
a legal interpretation.
Debra Williams - Our attorney has a conflict, so we would need different counsel, and we don't have a conflict attorney.
Carlos Worthy - It was said by our vice president that work had been done already based on the vote and a contract had been
signed.  What are the dates on the contract because the will of the board never expressed dates, so to say we have a signed
contract, I would like to understand that better.
Debra Williams - Requested that vote be taken for agenda.
 
Action: 1.4 Approval of Agenda
Motion to Approve Agenda.
 
Motion by April Maxwell-Henley, second by Alexis Harkley.
Final Resolution: Motion Failed
Yes: Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis Harkley
No: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton
 
Discussion
Lester Taylor - It is a matter of protocol and custom to have a procedural rule to vote to approve the agenda and that order has
Failed based upon the request to amend the agenda to reflect a resolution that was requested to be put on the agenda at the last
meeting.  I would submit that even if the resolution is put on the agenda. i.e. the resolution to rescind, nothing says that every
board member can't vote their conscious to approve or object the rescission.  I'm publicly saying as an officer of the court,
procedurally I give the same advice for protocol and governance of this item i.e. approval to rescind an item and one of the 9 elected
board members gave public notice of intent is on the agenda and that agenda is approved, you can go through the normal order of
business, item by item and when you get to that motion or resolution you can do a motion, a second, and vote and see what
happens, and you can still conduct business.  If it's in dispute can go into closed session and I can give additional legal advice on
those issues under the Attorney Client Privileges statue.
Debra Williams - The board members who objected can decide what to do.  I stated that I'm in agreement with getting an opinion
about this matter.
Carlos Worthy - I move that we go into closed executive session to discuss matter of agenda and matter to express intent in public,
the notice of the modification of the agenda to include a resolution for the approval to rescind the appointment of Parker & McCay as
Debra Williams - Requested to take poll of the board.
Carlos Worthy - In order to move it we have to state what we're going into executive session for, so those issues can be discussed in
closed session.
Lester Taylor - Can we just add for purpose of compliance with open public meeting act that matters of attorney client privileges,
contract negotiations and litigation matters are discussed by board and minutes will be taken and released to public when no longer
confidential and action may be taken by the board when reconvened to public session.
Alexis Harkley - Wanted to know if the attorney was going to recuse himself from executive session.
Lester Taylor - That can be discussed when we go into it and I will be happy to address that, but there are some preliminary matters
that I do need to address to the board in closed session.  I will be happy to excuse myself since your're talking about my firm and/or
contract with my firm.
 
 
Action: 1.5 Resolution to Go Into Closed Executive Session for Attorney Client Privileges, Negotiations and Litigation 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT pursuant to the terms and conditions of the Open Public Meeting Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-1,
et.seq., that the Board of Education exclude the public, and enter into closed/executive session. It is estimated that these closed
discussions might be disclosable to the public at the expiration of two (2) years from the date of the closed session, if not then
legally privileged. 
At the conclusion of this closed/executive session, it is anticipated that the Board will reconvene in public session. 
This resolution is adopted at 7:52PM on Monday February 22, 2021.
 
Motion by Carlos Worthy, second by Mike Bird.
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
Yes: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Danielle Spinner, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton
No: Debra Williams, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis Harkley

 
Action: 1.6 Resolution to Come Out of Closed Executive Session and Reopen Public Session
Motion to Come Out of Closed Executive Session and Reopen Public Session. 
This resolution is adopted at 9:25PM on Monday February 22, 2021.
 
Motion by Laurie Gibson-Parker, second by Carlos Worthy.
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
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Yes: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis
Harkley, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton

 
Action: 1.7 Approval to Reconsider and Adopt the Amended Agenda and Move the Recognition Honoring Ms. Fay Whitaker to Item
2.1.
Motion to reconsider and adopt the amended agenda with the movement of the recognition of Ms. Faye Whitaker to Item 2.1 and
based on the Intent given at the last Board Meeting to add a resolution to rescind the appointment of Solicitor and Legal Counsel
approved by the Board at the January 25, 2021 Board Meeting.
 
Motion by Laurie Gibson-Parker, second by Carlos Worthy.
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
Yes: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Debra Williams, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton
No: Danielle Spinner, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis Harkley

 
2. Board Meeting Comments
Information, Procedural: 2.1 Recognition Honoring the Memory of Ms. Fay Whitaker
The Superintendent welcomed the Whitaker family, and wanted to take the opportunity to honor Ms. Fay Whitaker.  The community
was informed at the last board meeting of the loss of one of our beloved family members who passed on February 1, 2021.  She
was a part of the Willingboro School District for 22.5 years.  I have heard overwhelming stories telling me about her spirit and love
for her children and for her family.  Tonight the board members will approve a proclamation that speaks on her years of service and
how wonderful she is and this resolution will be part of the permanent minutes of the Board of Education in memory of Fay Whitaker,
and we are pleased to do this for one of our own, one of our family members who we adored very much.  I now would like to
announce that we have her two daughters, son, and niece present tonight and give them an opportunity to speak.
 
Tonya Lewis & Shirelle Houze - Good evening, thank you for having me and my sister here this evening.  We are daughters of the
late Fay Whitaker, and we are very honored to accept this proclamation on behalf of my mother.  She was very dedicated to the
WBOE and enjoyed working with and advocating for the students and parents.  Her knowledge for social, emotional, cultural and
economic differences amongst children and families enabled her to appreciate her in being the link between schools, family and the
community, so on behalf of my mother, I would like to thank Dr. Hackett, Dr. Nesmith, Ms. Coleman, CST, Special Services Team and
the WBOE.  We also would like to thank everyone for the kind words of support shown to our family during this difficult time.  We
would like to give a gift of support to the families and students whose educational advocacy was a labor of love for our mother.  We
would like to donate coats for elementary and toddler students in honor of our mother.  Thank you for being wonderful to our
mother, we know the job meant a lot, and you all meant a lot too.  We often talked about retirement for our mother, and she would
say no way, this is what I love to do, and I love my community, students and all the staff.  It was important for her to make a
difference, and we want to do the same, so thank you for your love and support.
 
Dr. Hackett - Thank you so much and know your mother's legacy will live on and on because she touched so many lives, and
generations to come will be touched by Ms. Fay Whitaker.
 
 
Information, Procedural: 2.2 Board President's Statement
 
Information, Procedural: 2.3 Student Representative Comment
Not Present
 
Information: 2.4 Superintendent's Comment

Four remaining budget meetings on 2/24, 3/3, 3/10, and 3/17 and information can be found on the district website.  The
meeting for 3/29/21 was changed to 3/10/21 because the budget is due to the NJDOE by 3/22/21.
Parent workshop on 2/23 titled Suggested Books for Reading with my Child and overview of the Visual Performing Arts and
World Language Department @ 6:00p.m and on 3/9 Creative Ways to Handle Stress @ 6:00pm, so parents and guardians try
to join us and information can be found on the district website.
There will be an asynchronous day on 3/10 for staff to engage in part 2 of Kagan Training.  This training if designated to bring
cooperative, communication in class, and boost student's confidence and retain interest in classroom interaction.
On Friday, I will be participating in a panel discussion sponsored by Whyy and the organizer Dr. Amy Dean has developed the
following overview that the Covid 19 pandemic has shown teaching and learning can occur without entering the school
building and when you consider the growing equity of on-line master classes the value of education becomes even more
debatable, and does schooling have to occur in person for it to be quality, and should it include the internet as a public good. 
The link is posted on the district's website.
Wanted to announce and congratulate Mr. Cristosomo, the supervisor of technology, who was asked to present at two
workshops for the New Jersey Educational conference on 3/9 to represent the Willingboro School District.  He will discuss the
navigation of remote instruction.
Dr. Seuss Day and Read Across America Day will be recognized on 3/2 and our ELA teachers will do Read Aloud in class,
community leaders will read to students, and older students will read to younger students.  In addition, books went home to
pre-k through 6th grade students to have home libraries, and I would like to thank the supervisor of language arts for
overseeing that initiative.
March 1st through March 5th we will recognize our Guidance Specialist.  The district will honor all who serve in that capacity. 
Thanks for providing the social and emotional support that is necessary to educate the whole child.
March 5th is Employee Appreciation Day and I will be sending an email to district staff thanking them for their commitment to
providing students with a quality education.
March is Women's History Month and the district will celebrate via classroom instruction and various school events, all will be
posted on district website.
Reopening committee is continuing to prepare for the April 19th reopening plan.  The plan for staff's return was read and will
be posted on the district website.  Looking forward for staff to return, and once they return they will have four weeks until
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the students return.
Will be sending out survey to see whether or not parents will allow their children to return on 4/19/21 to a hybrid model.

 
Information: 2.5 Public Comment
Kia Collier - Willingboro is a great community full of wonderful parents and students.  We have awesome certificated staff,
paraprofessionals and support staff, who works endlessly each day, with countless meetings, new initiatives being added making it
hard to find time to address other matters, all while working without a contract.  People are becoming frustrated, but we still hold
our heads high and continue to be professional at all times and put the students first.  We have staff that are doing things outside
the district, John Lyons helped create a template to assist teachers with the portfolio process, Kyle Morris conducted self-care
sessions with staff members and Ms. Smith-Powell along with her daughter published a book Corey Hates Covid.  The WEA is open
to meeting with the board's negotiation team, and stated doesn't have to wait for Fact Findings, so if you want to meet again just
reach out.  Lastly, thanked the Whitaker family for sharing such a loving Angel with us and extended blessing to them.
 
Jackie Mack - Wanted to know if a hard copy of the budget would be given out to community members.
 
Crystal Wilson - Extended warm regards to the Whitaker family.  It was a lost for all of us, and to know her was to love her.  Wanted
to know what training would be offered to staff regarding teaching hybrid.  Would like to reiterate what Kia Collier mentioned, when
it comes to highlighting excellence amongst our staff in Willingboro, kudos to all mentioned.  Also thanked Dr. Hackett and board for
making sure Willigboro stays great.
 
Information: 2.6 Superintendent's Response
Dr. Hackett informed Ms. Collier that she would speak to the attorney about opening negotiations.  Highlights of staff members
accomplishments are applauded, and shown in emails.  I know remote learning hasn't been easy, so I truly thank the staff for their
efforts in making sure our students receive a quality education.  Ms. Mack we have four budge meeting remaining, and Mr. Smith
informed Ms. Mack that at the Public Hearing she would be able to see the budget, prior to that public would receive information
through power point presentations, and they will receive preliminary details and projection details.  Informed Ms. Wilson planning for
hybrid training will be at the end of March and have prepared something for both home and in the classroom at the same time, and
for those students at home to still be engaged and prior to the students return we should have a promethean board in every
classroom to make this possible.  
 
Information: 2.7 Board Member Comments
Debra Williams - Condolences to the Whitaker family and would like to reiterate how she was held in very high regards and will be
missed and her legacy will live on.
 
3. Approval/Acceptance of Minutes
Action, Minutes: 3.1 Approval to Amend the Regular Meeting Minutes for January 25, 2021
Motion to approve the amended Regular Meeting Minutes for January 25, 2021, as attached.
 
Motion by Danielle Spinner, second by Daisy Maxwell-Cisse.
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
Yes: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton
No: April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis Harkley
 
Action, Minutes: 3.2 Approval of Special Meeting Minutes - Budget Meeting #2 Community Input for February 6, 2021
Motion to approve Special Meeting Minutes - Budget Meeting #2 Community Input for February 6, 2021 as attached.
 
Motion by Danielle Spinner, second by Daisy Maxwell-Cisse.
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
Yes: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis
Harkley, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton
 
Action, Minutes: 3.3 Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes for February 8, 2021
Motion to approve Regular Meeting Minutes for February, 2021 as attached.
 
Motion by Danielle Spinner, second by Daisy Maxwell-Cisse.
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
Yes: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis
Harkley, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton
 
Discussion of Minutes
Mike Bird - In regards to agenda item 3.3 and looking at the minutes, it didn't end that way, after you adjourned the meeting four of
us stayed in and waited, and it shows that the meeting was adjourned with no second and no votes, can we discuss that before
approving.
Debra Williams - I'm sorry taking a look at it right now.  What would you like for them to reflect.
Mike Bird - What actually happened.
Debra Williams - I don't recall and asked Mr. Taylor how would we amend the minutes.
Mike Bird - I wasn't asking for them to be amended, but what I recall is how it ended isn't reflected in the minutes.
Lester Taylor - If I understand you correctly Mr. Bird you're stating it wasn't a motion to adjourn the meeting, nor a second, or roll
call done.
Mike Bird - It's stated in the minutes, but I don't know how Ms. Henley ended the meeting because she disconnected before other
board members and Mr. Worthy stated we didn't have a quorum to end the meeting, and the meeting shows it was just ended by
her, and we were still in the meeting, and she wasn't there.
Lester Taylor - In order to amend the minutes is there enough members who recall that recited by Mr. Bird on how that ended last
time.
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Laurie Gibson-Parker and Carlos Worthy stated it ended like that.
Alexis Harkley - Recalled that a side bar conversation was asked by the attorney with the board president, and the meeting was
adjourned and Ms Henley second and everyone hung up, and that's what the minutes show.
Lester Taylor - Did everyone vote, and it was replied No and that's what the minutes show.
Mike Bird - My question is why did it end that way, every meeting they end the same way and I didn't see anyone end the meeting.
Lester Taylor - If the minutes reflect that the meeting ended without a vote, that's accurate, but if there was no motion, second, nor
roll call that was improper, but there is no impact because once you loose the forum the meeting ends anyway.  I know it gets late
and tension run high, but I would advise board moving forward to motion to adjourn, second, and make sure a roll call is taken.  If it
didn't happen, I will take responsibility for it happening, but it has no practical impact at this time.
April Maxwell-Henley - That's only past practice that we do a roll call.  If the presiding officer or president says meeting adjourn and
there is no more business, we don't have to go through a roll call every time, that's past practice and not Roberts Rule of Order.
  
4. Committee Reports
Discussion, Information: 4.1 Personnel Committee
Danielle Spinner - Met and items on agenda was discussed.
 
Discussion, Information: 4.2 Curriculum Committee
Laurie Gibson-Parker - Met and items on agenda was discussed.
 
Discussion, Information: 4.3 Operations Committee
Debra Williams - Met and action to be taken on agenda tonight.
 
Discussion, Information: 4.4 Policy Committee
Daisy Maxwell-Cisse - Met and discussed bylaws concerning the vice president's item and on the agenda tonight.
  
Discussion, Information: 4.5 Negotiations Committee
Carlos Worthy - No Report
 
5. Personnel Report
Action: 5.1 Approval of Appointment of Certificated Staff for the 2021-2022 School Year
Be it resolved that the Board of Education accepts the recommendation of the Superintendent and approves the appointment of
Micheal Orey as a Mathematics Teacher at Willingboro High School at a salary of $68,735.00, Doctorate level step 8 effective
September 1, 2021, pending criminal history clearance and S-414/A-3381 (P.L.2018, c.5) clearance. Replacing Brian Muller.
 
Motion by Laurie Gibson-Parker, second by Danielle Spinner.
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
Yes: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis
Harkley, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton
 
Action: 5.2 Approval of Appointment of Support Staff for the 2020-2021 School Year
Be it resolved that the Board of Education accepts the recommendation of the Superintendent and approves the following
appointments.
 
Motion by Laurie Gibson-Parker, second by Danielle Spinner.
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
Yes: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis
Harkley, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton
 
Action: 5.3 Approval of Tuition Reimbursement for Black Seal License for the 2020-2021 School Year
Be it resolved that upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, the Board of Education approves the following employees for
tuition reimbursement of $550.00 for the completion of the Black Seal Training Program.
 
Motion by Laurie Gibson-Parker, second by Danielle Spinner.
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
Yes: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis
Harkley, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton
 
Action: 5.4 Approval of Appointment of Substitute Support Staff for the 2020-2021 School Year
Be it resolved that upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, the Board of Education approves Everlyn Anderson as a
substitute custodian for the 2020-2021 school year, effective March 22, 2021 (or sooner) pending criminal history clearance and S-
414/A-3381 (P.L.2018, c.5) clearance.
 
Motion by Laurie Gibson-Parker, second by Danielle Spinner.
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
Yes: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis
Harkley, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton

 
Action: 5.5 Approval of Ratification of Change of Leave of Absences For the 2020-2021 School Year
Be it resolved that upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, the Board of Education approves the ratification of change of
leave of absences for the 2020-2021 school year for the following staff member:
 
Motion by Laurie Gibson-Parker, second by Danielle Spinner.
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
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Yes: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis
Harkley, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton

 
Action: 5.6 Approval of Leave of Absence for the 2020-2021 School Year
Be it resolved that upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, the Board of Education approves the following leaves of
absence:
 
Motion by Laurie Gibson-Parker, second by Danielle Spinner.
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
Yes: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis
Harkley, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton

 
Action: 5.7 Approval of Ratification of Resignation for the 2020-2021 School Year
Be it resolved that the Board of Education accepts the recommendation of the Superintendent and approves the ratification of
resignation for Eric Gilliam, Site Coordinator at the Before/After School Program effective February 15, 2021.
 
Motion by Laurie Gibson-Parker, second by Danielle Spinner.
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
Yes: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis
Harkley, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton
 
Action: 5.8 Approval of Resignation for the 2020-2021 School Year
Be it resolved that the Board of Education accepts the recommendation of the Superintendent and approves the resignation of Erica
Jacobs, English Language Arts Teacher at Levitt Intermediate School effective March 15, 2021.
 
Motion by Laurie Gibson-Parker, second by Danielle Spinner.
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
Yes: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis
Harkley, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton

 
Action: 5.9 Approval of Ratification of Leave of Absence for the 2020 - 2021 School Year
Be it resolved that upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, the Board of Education approves the following ratification of
leave of absence:
 
Motion by Laurie Gibson-Parker, second by Danielle Spinner.
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
Yes: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis
Harkley, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton
 
6. Curriculum Report
Action: 6.1 Approval for Partnership between Willingboro High School and the Perkins Center for the Arts
Be it resolved that the Board of Education accepts the recommendation of the Superintendent and approves the partnership between
Willingboro High School and the Perkins Center for the Arts for Upon Due Authority: 100 Years of Women’s Empowerment, a Folk
Arts Residency.
 
Motion by Laurie Gibson-Parker, second by Carlos Worthy.
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
Yes: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis
Harkley, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton
 
Action: 6.2 Approval to Appoint Staff to Participate in Curriculum Writing for the 2020-2021 School Year
Be it resolved that the Board of Education accepts the recommendation of the Superintendent and approves the appointment of staff
to participate in curriculum writing for the 2020-2021 school year.
 
Motion by Laurie Gibson-Parker, second by Carlos Worthy.
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
Yes: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis
Harkley, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton

 
Action: 6.3 Approval of Trainer for Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) Grant Funding
Be it resolved that the Board of Education accepts the recommendation of the Superintendent and appoints Eileen Walton, a former
Supervisor of Government Programs to provide 25 days of training (7 hours each day) on the regulations to implement and monitor
the requirement in Title 1 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) between March 1, 2021, and September 30, 2021,
at $400.00 per day for a total of $10,000.00 payable from the Title 1 Grant.
 
Motion by Laurie Gibson-Parker, second by Carlos Worthy.
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
Yes: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis
Harkley, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton
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7. Operations Report
Action: 7.1 Approval of Settlement Agreement between Willingboro Township Board of Education and Willingboro Education
Association Regarding CASE NO. 01-20-0015-6070
Be it resolved that the Board of Education accepts the recommendation of the Superintendent and approves the Settlement
Agreement between the Willingboro Township Board of Education and the Willingboro Education Association regarding CASE NO. 01-
20-0015-6070
 
Motion by Laurie Gibson-Parker, second by Mike Bird.
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
Yes: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis
Harkley, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton

 
Action: 7.2 Approval of Bills and Claims for the 2020-2021 School Year: February 2021
Be it resolved that the Board of Education accepts the recommendation of the Superintendent and approves the Bill and Claims for
February 2021.
 
Motion by Laurie Gibson-Parker, second by Mike Bird.
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
Yes: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis
Harkley, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton
 
 
Action: 7.3 Approval of Transfer of Funds for the 2020-2021 School Year: December 2020
Be it resolved that the Willingboro Board of Education accepts the recommendation of the Superintendent and approves the Transfer
of Funds for December 2020.
 
Motion by Laurie Gibson-Parker, second by Mike Bird.
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
Yes: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis
Harkley, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton

 
Action: 7.4 Approval to Accept the Treasurer's Report for the 2020-2021 School Year: December 2020
Be it resolved that the Willingboro Board of Education accepts the recommendation of the Superintendent and approves the
Treasurer's Report for December 2020.
 
Motion by Laurie Gibson-Parker, second by Mike Bird.
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
Yes: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis
Harkley, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton

 
Action: 7.5 Approval to Accept the Secretary's Report for the 2020-2021 School Year: December, 2020
Be it resolved that the Willingboro Board of Education accepts the recommendation of the Superintendent and approves the
Secretary's Report for December 2020.
 
Motion by Laurie Gibson-Parker, second by Mike Bird.
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
Yes: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis
Harkley, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton

 
Action: 7.6 Approval of Certification of Appropriation for the 2020-2021 School Year: December 2020
Be it resolved that the Willingboro Board of Education accepts the recommendation of the Superintendent and approves the
Certification of Appropriation for the 2020-2021 school year: December 2020.
 
Motion by Laurie Gibson-Parker, second by Mike Bird.
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
Yes: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis
Harkley, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton

 
Action: 7.7 Approval of Resolution for Therapeutic Services
Be it resolved that the Board of Education accepts the recommendation of the Superintendent and approves First Children Services
located at 1256 Marlkress Road, Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08003 to provide therapeutic services for Willingboro Public School students
who exhibit social, emotional, interpersonal, and/or behavioral challenges that require significant intervention and support from
March 1, 2021 through February 28, 2022.
 
Motion by Laurie Gibson-Parker, second by Mike Bird.
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
Yes: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis
Harkley, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton
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Action: 7.8 Approval of Ratification of Tuition for Out of District Placement for the 2020-2021 School Year.
Be it resolved that the Willingboro Board of Education accepts the recommendation of the Superintendent and approves the
ratification of out of district placement, Archbishop Damiano School, 1145 Delsea Drive, Westville Grove, NJ 08093 for the 2020-
2021 School Year.
 
Motion by Laurie Gibson-Parker, second by Mike Bird.
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
Yes: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis
Harkley, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton

 
8. Policy Report
Information: 8.1 Approval of Policy for District Compliance - 1st Reading
 
9. For The Record
Information: 9.1 Change of Start Date for the 2020 - 2021 School Year
 
Information, Procedural: 9.2 Honoring the Memory of Ms. Fay Whitaker
 
10. Miscellaneous Items
 
11. President's Report
Action: 11.1 Approval of a Resolution Honoring Ms. Fay Whitaker
Be it resolved, that the Willingboro Board of Education accepts the recommendation of the Superintendent and approves a resolution
honoring Ms. Fay Whitaker.
 
Motion by Carlos Worthy, second by Laurie Gibson-Parker.
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
Yes: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis
Harkley, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton
 
12. Unfinished Business
Discussion
Alexis Harkley - What is the reason for the motion to be rescinded. 
Laurie Gibson-Parker - Replied to go through proper procedures and have discussion about all the attorneys. 
Alexis Harkley - What was improper about the previous procedure.
Laurie Gibson-Parker - The actual dates were not there and when we requested if the RFP corresponded with the dates there was no
response.
Alexis Harkley - If the motion is for the RFP the dates would correspond with the RFP.
Laurie Gibson-Parker - It wasn't made clear at that time, so at this point I would like to make my motion to rescind.
Alexis Harkley - Mr. Smith since you didn't clarify are you saying this falls on you, if this information wasn't available at the time.
Kelvin Smith - I wasn't aware that there was going to be a motion on January 25th or be voted on at that time.
Alexis Harkley - I didn't ask if it was going to be voted on, I asked if the information was available, and did we go through a
interview process without this information.
Carlos Worthy - Called for a point of order stating that this resolution is supposed to be about a motion that was made and not
to specifically direct questions to staff members, and as board members we should be addressing questions to Dr. Hackett. 
Alexis Harkley - Asked the superintendent if this information was available on the 25th of January.
Superintendent - I know Mr. Smith did answer the question and said that he had some information, but he didn't know it was going
to be voted on, so all the information wasn't available. 
Alexis Harkley - So we go through the process of interviewing law firms or any professional services, and you don't have the
information.  That was conducted prior to the motion, so how don't you have that information at that point.
Superintendent - The information for the interviews was available, but what wasn't available did not prevent you to make your
decision for the actual law firm.
Alexis Harkley - So how was it in the past you were able to do interviews and vote and have all the information.
Superintendent - Not aware of what was in place in the past, but for clarification Mr. Smith and myself had to be the ones to review
them because we didn't have an attorney to review them.
Kelvin Smith - Past practice was when the professionals were interviewed, the intent was to approve a professional, and it was well
known in advance and everything was vetted out and voted on because the intent was specifically that.
Alexis Harkley - So you said you didn't have it ready for review for the attorney, are you talking about the proposals.
Kelvin Smith - I can't comment on no more than what I've already said.
Alexis Harkley - I was referring to Dr. Hackett's comment about the attorney not being able to review.
Superintendent - Because our attorney's firm is one of the firms bidding on the RFP we didn't have his firm look at the proposals.
Alexis Harkley - I don't understand how is it henderring to the process.  Wouldn't it be every year then.
Carlos Worthy - Point of order, I thought the question was specific to the item, we don't normally go into this level of detail for any
other motion, and the motion is rather to move on with the rescission, and I'm requesting we call the vote.
Debra Williams - I'm in agreement with that, but if we have a board member who is unclear on something they should ask
questions.
Carlos Worthy - This item wasn't an agenda item but brought on as new business, so it's a different type of preparation and again I
ask that you call the vote.
Daisy Maxwell-Cisse - Can we amend the motion to include a second opinion.
Laurie Gibson-Parker - Doesn't believe it's relevant to this.
Debra Williams - Stated to Ms. Cisse that Ms. Parker doesn't want to amend her motion. 
Carlos Worthy - A second opinion could still be gotten, and a board member stated that everyone agreed, and it could be put on
record before voted on.  Anyone can make a motion to have a second opinion, and then we vote on it.
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Action: 12.1 Rescind Resolution to Appoint Parker McCay as General, Special Education and Conflict Counsel
Be it resolved that the Board of Education rescinds the resolution to appoint Parker McCay as General, Special Education and Conflict
Counsel. The resolution was approved at the January 25, 2021, Board of Education meeting,
item 13.1.
 
Motion by Laurie Gibson-Parker, second by Carlos Worthy.
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
Yes: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton
No: Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis Harkley
13. New Business
Motion was made by Ms. Henley to get a second opinion on the rescission of the motion made on January 25th
second by Carlos Worthy
 
Attorney - Point of Order  who would you be appointing to get the opinion from and is it a law firm, what the rate would be and
what's the not to exceed amount for the second opinion matter on a governance matter.  If you want to get a second informal
guidance opinion from the NJSBA that's your perrogative and wouldn't warrant a resolution.  If intent is to get a second opinion for
another attorney that would have the force of a legal opinion, my suggestion is you identify a law firm, hourly rate and not to exceed
amount.
Debra Williams - Stated that it couldn't be done this evening.  We can't identify a law firm this evening.
Attorney - The presumption is that it can't be voted on if your intent was to get a second opinion from a law firm without having a
law firm.  Therefore, you would have to state that law firm in your resolution and also as a non-fair open contract.
Debra Williams - At this time can't go with the motion.  
April Maxwell Henley - Replied not giving up this easily and would look for a law firm, and she came back with Capland and
Scotthart and the fee is $165.00 a hour.
Attorney - My question is are you appointing them for your counsel stated in the RFP and if so that would be a separate motion from
the second opinion motion, which still would be a non-fair open process because there isn't a RFP for an attorney to give a second
opinion.  You can appoint that law firm without a RFP however, the appointment stated tonight for a resolution for a second
opinion doesn't seem to be the intent to appoint as conflict counsel but to give a single opinion.
April Maxwell-Henley - Would like second opinion because trust has been broken with current counsel and don't know how else to
say it, trust has been broken, and we want another opinion.
Attorney - Only trying to give legal advice as part of the official record of the Willingboro Board of Education and give you guidance
on the intent of what you are trying to accomplish.
 
April Maxwell-Henley made a Motion of My Intent to add Parker and McCay back on the agenda at the next board meeting for
General Counsel, Special Education and Conflict Counsel
Attorney - Stated that the motion is basically the same as the one being rescinded because the counsel can't give you a conflict
opinion.  The Conflict Attorney is a separate attorney to use for certain cases.
 
Action: 13.1 Approval of Resolution to Appoint Parker McCay as General, Special Education, Labor and Negotiation Counsel
Motion to Approve Parker McCay as General, Special Education, Labor and Negotiation Counsel effective April 1, 2021 to the
Reorganization Meeting of January 2022.
 
Motion by April Maxwell-Henley, second by Alexis Harkley.
Final Resolution: Motion Failed
Yes: Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis Harkley
No: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Carlos Worthy, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton
Abstain: Daisy Maxwell-Cisse

 
14. Executive Session (Was moved to 1.5 of the agenda before Public Comment)
Action: 14.1 Resolution to Go Into Closed Executive Session
 
Action: 14.2 Come Out of Closed Executive Session
 
15. Meeting Closing
*Before the Motion to Adjourn
Ms.Harkley asked if Mr. Taylor's firm could be given notice that we have no intention to reappoint them, but if they get appointed
fine, but we won't be on the hook for owing them anything.
Mr. Taylor responded you don't have to vote for that, and the reality is, I will waive that requirement of the contract if my firm don't
get reappointed.  I will send a letter stating this tomorrow, if the board votes to do it, I'm not going to fight it.
 
Action: 15.1 Adjournment @ 10:32
Motion to Adjourn
 
Motion by Alexis Harkley, second by Danielle Spinner.
Final Resolution: Motion Passed
Yes: Laurie Gibson-Parker, Debra Williams, Danielle Spinner, Daisy Maxwell-Cisse, Carlos Worthy, April Maxwell-Henley, Alexis
Harkley, Mike Bird, Corvena Francis-Denton

 


