
 

School District of Eleva-Strum 

Requirements for School Vehicles 
 

 

 

 

 

A recent study by the National Highway Safety Administration concluded that passenger vans are at an 

increased risk of being involved in a rollover crash.  This is because the increased weight of the 

passengers raises and shifts the center of gravity to the rear of the vehicle which increases the likelihood 

of the vehicle rolling over in an emergency situation. 

 

Here are a few simple to follow safety tips that may prevent a rollover crash: 

 Keep in mind that vans drive and handle differently than a passenger car especially in emergency 

situation. 

 Be aware of the load limit of the van; never try to carry more passengers than the designated limit 

 If the van is not full, have passengers sit in the seats closest to the front.  This will help reduce the 

rearward shift of the center of gravity. 

 If you are fatigued don’t drive the van, especially on long trips.  Get some rest before driving. 

 Most van rollovers are single vehicle crashes.  You are in control; be especially careful on rural 

roads. 

 Always drive at a safe speed for the conditions.  The posted speed limit may not always be the safe 

speed.  The time you think you save by speeding will certainly be lost if you are involved in a 

crash. 

 One of the main causes of van rollovers is the tires dropping off the road surface.  Constantly 

monitor the right side of the vehicle and keep off the shoulder. 

 If your tires do drop off onto the shoulder, don’t panic.  Let off on the gas to gradually reduce 

speed.  After slowing down, steer back onto the road.  Don’t overcorrect the steering if the wheels 

drop off the road. 

 Maintain at least four to five seconds of following distance between your van and the vehicle in 

front of you.  This will help reduce the necessity for panic-braking which could cause loss of 

control. 

 Never load luggage or equipment on the top of the van.  This causes the van to become even more 

top heavy. 

 Always wear your seatbelt and require all passengers to “buckle up.” 

 

Passenger vans are a useful tool for many transportation services; however, we know these vans are at 

increased risk for rollovers.  As the driver, you are responsible for the safety of yourself and your 

passengers.  Keep these safety tips in mind, slow down and be careful out there. 
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