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Veterans Day Flags
 Tammy Routson and community member, Troy Sumney, organized the set up 
process of the American Flags along Main Street for Veterans Day.  Tammy and 
Troy received help with the setup process from students, coaches, athletes, and 
additional community members.  A lot of positive feedback was received about 
the gesture toward our veterans.  The flags will be standing several days after 
Veterans Day.  Thank you to everyone that made this display possible!

Building Connections. Building Experiences. 
Building Thinkers
 This is the mission of the Van Buren Local School DIstrict.  I’m going to take a 
brief moment to focus on “Building Experiences” during my first four months at Van 
Buren.
 Let me start by saying that students in the Van Buren Local School District are re-
ceiving as well rounded an education as I’ve seen, anywhere.  In my brief time here, 
I’ve witnessed so many educational field trips including: kindergarteners traveling 
to Conine’s pumpkin patch, kindergarten through second grade students watching 
a performance by Mister G at the Marathon Center for the Performing Arts, second 
grade students going to the University of Findlay’s Mazza Museum, seventh graders 
spending four nights at Camp Nuhop, and seniors attending a class trip to Chicago.
 In addition to field trips, I’ve also been amazed at the experiences students re-
ceive while in our buildings.  Our teachers, community, and administration work to 
provide unique experiences to help shape our students’ lives.  Witnessing an event 
like Knights Fest, where elementary students spend the day in costume, have the op-
portunity to learn about medieval times, and are celebrated through a parade by their 
older peers and the Van Buren community is an experience unique to our students 
and this district.  While this experience is grandiose and well known, there are many 
other experiences students have gained this year that may have went unnoticed, 
including:  multiple pep rallies for all students K-12, after school STEM club in grades 
1-5, celebrating grandparents day with second grade students, family pet day cele-
bration with second graders, welcome back day of fun for all middle school students, 
Veterans Day assembly led by our eighth grade leadership team, a 6th-12th grade 
guest speaker aimed at developing resiliency, career day for our 10th-12th graders, 
and finally the countless experiences our students have received in extra-curricular 
activities.  Already this year we’ve witnessed our boys and girls golf teams qualify 
for state, a runner from our girls cross country team qualify for state, six fall coaches 
recognized as being “coach of the year” at either the conference or regional level, 
and our marching band rated superior in the State Finals, just to name a few.
 And lastly, already this school year our students have experienced the power 
of giving to others.  We’ve had several food, clothing, and toy drives to assist fami-
lies in need, middle school students collaborate and assist in our multi-handicapped 
classrooms, our eighth graders participated in the Mr. Yunker Day of Service where 
they rake leaves throughout the community, many of our upperclassmen have volun-
teered to serve as mentors to some of our elementary students, all of our high school 
students volunteered to read with our elementary students in our “buddy reads pro-
gram”, our seniors volunteered to help lead Knights Fest, and many of our students 
and coaches assisted in lining our property with flags to help demonstrate their ap-
preciation for Veterans Day.
 When reflecting on these first several months of serving the Van Buren Local 
School District, I am thankful for the connections I’ve made with students, staff, and 
the community.  I appreciate the thinkers that our teachers are tirelessly working 
to mold.  But I can’t help but find joy in the experiences our students have attained 
throughout the start of this school year.  Being a Black Knight is multifaceted, and so 
are our children.

Sincerely,
Jason Inkrott, Ph.D.

Superintendent
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MS & HS Honors

Christmas Break, Wednesday - Monday, 
December 21, 2022 - January 2, 2023

Martin Luther King Day, Monday, January 16, 2023

2022 National Junior 
Honor Society and Na-
tional Honor Society 
Inductees
 Congratulations to 26 Van Buren 
eighth graders who were inducted into 
National Junior Honor Society and 27 
juniors and 1 senior who were induct-
ed into National Honor Society at the 
combined ceremony held on Novem-
ber 3.  All students were recognized 
and honored.
 A special thank you goes out to 
Van Buren Alumn, Ted Simmons from 
the class of 2014.  He was our featured 
speaker for the evening!  Ted did a fan-
tastic job relating his real-life experi-
ences in the workforce and life in gen-
eral to the expectations and four pillars 
of an honor society and his experience 
as a VB student.

MS Inductees are Kayla Bowman, Dean Cameron, Lauren Dahms, Ashleigh Doyle, Molly Finley, Kasadie Gibson, MJ 
Greenawalt, Jacob Harrington, Dakota Herricks, Brayden Howard, Evan Hutton, Rylie Kark, Monika Kerwin, Emma Krupp, 
Zane Marquette, Makayla O’Malley, Jordan Patton, Eleanore Poca, Lydia Ponn, Elleson Rader, Audrey Riegle, Jacob 
Schroeder, Ellie Scoles, Yuktha Shanmuga Sundaram, Madison Wheeler, and Isaac Yoder.

HS Inductees are Abigail Badertscher, Rebecca Betts, Abigail Bowen, Vivian Brant, Adam Carey, Erica Coffey, Ava Cramer, 
Anna Durliat, Karaline Fay, Kayla Fisher, Landon Fisher, Carson Foltz, Zoe Fruth, Abigail Haley, Reed Harmon, Ryan Har-
mon, James Homan, Joslyn Hunt, Brooke Ingwersen, Morgan Johnson, Katie Krantz, Tram Le, Abigail Leatherman, Walter 
Oestreich, Gabrielle Parsell, Brylee Ponn, and Maggie Wehrle.

Officers and Senior Speakers

VB Alumn, Ted Simmons
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Career Planning/Advising Update
Career Advising Opportunities:  Students who are in 
need of career advising (completion of assessments to 
determine potential career paths, exploration of ways to 
achieve career goals, employment opportunities, etc.) 
are welcome to set up a meeting with Brian Bratt, who 
is working as a career advisor this year in addition to 
his teaching responsibilities.  To set up a meeting, stu-
dents can visit bit.ly/VBCareerAdvising (URL is case-

sensitive) and choose a meeting time which works for them.

The Joust About Careers Podcast:  The Interviewing People Careercast has 
been rebranded as the Joust About Careers podcast to better represent the focus 
of the podcast - Van Buren graduates and their career paths.  Six new episodes 
featuring Wade Schimmoeller (‘15 - Senior Financial Analyst - NetJets), Nicho-
las DeBouver (‘09 - Associate Scientist of Structural Biology - UCB), Brooke 
(Conroy) Nissen (‘07 - Executive Director - Focus: Recovery and Wellness Com-
munity), Lane Kuhlman (‘01 - Staff Interaction Designer - Google), Jon Tropf 
(‘08 - Men’s Basketball Coach - Ohio Northern University), and Ryan Brauneller 
(‘13 - Environmental, Health, and Safety Manager - ICU Medical) have been re-
leased since the start of school and represent just a few of the alumni who have 
shared their career stories to help current VB students learn more about the ca-
reer options they will have after graduation.  If you would like to watch these in-
terviews and others, visit bit.ly/JoustAboutCareers (URL is case-sensitive).  
If you are a VB graduate or know a VB graduate who is having a positive impact 
on the world, please e-mail bbratt@vbschools.net so more graduates can share 
the stories of their career paths and contribute to the growth of current students.

Career Speakers:  Sophomores, juniors, and seniors had the opportunity to hear 
from Emily (Weiler) Crego (‘05), a project manager at Sigma Technologies, Ltd., 
in Bowling Green, on October 19 as she spoke about her career journey and the 
opportunities Sigma Technologies in Perrysburg has for VB graduates.    
 In November, Keith Krantz, a Local 50 Union Pipefitter who started his ca-
reer as an apprentice and now holds plumbing and steamfitting licenses and 
welding certifications as the lead supervisor and planner for winterization projects 
at the BP Refinery in Toledo, will be speaking to all of the sophomores in English 
10 classes.  Juniors and seniors who would like to learn more about apprentice-
ships will have the opportunity to sit in on a meeting with Mr. Krantz during lunch 
that day.
 If you would like to come into classrooms or have a lunch meeting to 
talk to students about opportunities in your career field/business, please 
e-mail bbratt@vbschools.net to set up dates and times.  We always welcome 
speakers who can help our students grow and become more aware of opportuni-
ties they have.

YouScience and Transeo - Two Tools Available to Help Meet Students’ Ca-
reer Planning Needs:  On September 14 and 21, students in grades 9-12 spent 
the first hour of the day completing an aptitudes assessment on the YouScience 
platform.  Those assessment results are now available to students, and parents 
are encouraged to ask their students to download and review the summary of 
their results so students can begin to understand themselves better, recognize 
how their differences from everyone else will make them valuable in their future 
careers, and prepare for their post-high school lives.  Sophomores will be using 
their results throughout the year in English 10 to explore careers which fit their 

aptitudes and interests.  Juniors and seniors are welcome to set up meetings with 
Mr. Bratt to explore their results and plan for their post-high school lives.  
 On September 28, students met in the auditorium to receive guidance re-
garding how to explore their YouScience results and utilize Transeo, a platform 
used to track students’ progress with graduation seals, credit requirements, and 
community service hours.  The platform will also eliminate the need for paper 
documents pertaining to college, career, military, and shadow day visits - all sig-
natures needed for those activities will be obtained electronically.  Students will 
also be completing a graduation plan yearly, and parents will have the opportu-
nity to sign off on that plan so they are kept in the loop regarding their student’s 
plans for the future and progress toward graduation.  Finally, Transeo will allow 
students participating in the Beyond VB Internship program to track all of their 
hours, write weekly reflections, and gain feedback from their mentors.  Raise the 
Bar Hancock County has partnered with us to defray the cost of Transeo, and we 
appreciate their partnership and the guidance they provide as we work to develop 
students who will excel in the local workforce and beyond.
 If you would like to learn more about both platforms, you can visit bit.
ly/VBYSTRANSEO (case-sensitive) to see the presentation made to students on 
September 28.

November 8 Career Day:  November 8 was a busy day for sophomores, juniors, 
and seniors.  Sophomores participated in a shadow day where they shadowed 
people in careers of their choice.  Juniors completed a practice ACT test in the 
morning to prepare for the spring ACT and participated in a LinkedIn workshop in 
the afternoon, where they had the opportunity to develop a LinkedIn profile after 
listening to VB graduate Alexis Kelley (‘13) talk about her use of LinkedIn as a 
talent acquisition liaison and pharmacy manager for Rite Aid.  Seniors had three 
options that day.  22 students visited Rowmark, Werk-Brau, and Whirlpool, busi-
nesses that will be looking to hire and put time and money into graduates at the 
end of this school year.  Groups of seniors also participated in shadow days and 
college visits.  The goal with all of these opportunities was to expose students to 
career and educational opportunities so they can make informed decisions about 
their futures.

If students need any assistance regarding any of the items above or any-
thing else career-planning related, they can visit bit.ly/VBCareerAdvising to 
set up a meeting with Mr. Bratt.

Teacher Inservice Days 
have been scheduled.  

Students will not attend school these days. 
 

Please mark your calendar with the 
following dates:

• Friday, January 20, 2023
 • Monday, February 20, 2023

• Thursday, April 6, 2023
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November 8 Career Focus Day
 November 8 was a busy, 
career-focused day at Van Bu-
ren!
 The youngest participants, 
the sophomores, were out of 
the building participating in 
a shadow day. Thank you to 
all of the businesses, organi-
zations, and individuals who 
hosted students to give them 
insights into potential future 
careers.
 The juniors took a prac-
tice ACT test in the morning to 
prepare for the real test in the spring, and in the afternoon VB graduate Alexis 
Kelley spoke to them about how she has utilized LinkedIn both personally and 
professionally to advance her career. Students then had the opportunity to create 
LinkedIn profiles to start creating a professional social media presence as they 
continue preparing for their post-high school lives.
 Finally, the seniors had three career-focused options: go on a college visit, 
shadow someone in a career of interest, or visit three local businesses to learn 
about potential employment opportunities after high school. Thank you to Andrea 
Spoon of Bowling Green State University for hosting a large contingent of seniors 
and to Kendra Lortz-Lenz of Rowmark, LLC, Kristina Van Buskirk of Werk-Brau, 
and Michelle Obenour of Whirlpool Corporation for giving students tours of their 
facilities today. 

VB Proud of Our Golden Apple Winner
 Please join us in congratulating Golden Apple WINNER, Kristina Rodman!  
She was selected and recognized at a dinner on October 19!  We are so proud of 
Mrs. Rodman and her accomplishments!
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Findlay Fest 
 On Saturday, October 29, Knight Life Acapella and The Association attended 
the Findlay Choral Festival and performed their fall shows.  It was a wonderful 
night full of music as the festival had groups from Ottawa-Glandorf, Fostoria, Per-
rysburg, and Van Buren.  Thank you Findlay for hosting such a wonderful event!

The Association during the song “I Put a Spell on You”.

Knight Life Acapella performing “Forget You” featurig soloist Kennedy Diemer.

Fall Concert
 Sunday, October 23 at 3:00 P.M. the high school choir department put on 
their first concert of the school year.  All five high school ensembles participated, 
performing songs from composers like Mary Lynn Lightfoot, Craig Hella Johnson, 
Cheridy Saunders, and more!  The concert ended with our two extra-curricular 
groups Knight Life Acapella performing songs “Forget You” and “The Dog Days 
Are Over”, and The Association performing their fall show Under A Spell featuring 
songs “I’m in Love with a Monster” and “I Put a Spell on You”.

The Varsity Chorale performing “In Meeting We are Blessed” with guest percus-
sionist Aaron Roos.

VB Students Experience BGSU Choral Fest
 On Friday, November 4, three of our choir members attended the Falcon 
Choral Festival at Bowling Green State University. This event was audition-only 
and out of 150 total auditions from high schools across Ohio, 3 of our Van Buren 
students were selected for the 60 student ensemble. The students spent the 
entire day at BGSU fellowshipping with students from 23 other high schools, 
rehearsing new music, observing rehearsals from the BGSU Men’s Chorus and 
Volaré culminating in a final concert that same night with the BGSU Collegiate 

Karaline Fay, Madison Elliott, Choir Director Christina Csernyik, Aaron Elliott

• Seniors need to get their college applications in as soon as they are ready.  
Many of the colleges and universities have their scholarship deadlines at 
different times, including December 1.  Many colleges use the Common Ap-
plication to allow students to apply to several colleges at one time.  Several 
students have already been accepted to the college of their choice.

• Senior students planning on attending college should be starting on their col-
lege financial aid forms (FAFSA).  The FAFSA website opened on October 1.  
Seniors should be aware of this.

• Hancock-Community Foundation Scholarships will soon be available to se-
niors.  They should be receiving a postcard in the mail with more information  
concerning their scholarship process.

Van Buren High School/Middle School Guidance - Mr. Zender

www.vbathletics.net
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BKMB Season Ends on a High Note
 The Black Knight Marching Band finished a fantastic year with their show 
“Composing the Masterpiece” based on the music of Ludwig van Beethoven. The 
band participated in four local contests and concluded the year with a Superior 
performance at State Finals in Piqua.

 At all four local contests, the band fin-
ished first in class B along with winning sev-
eral overall best awards, including best mu-
sic, marching, percussion, general effect, 
and color guard. The band also finished 
second overall at each contest, including 
2nd out of 18 bands at Versailles and 2nd out 
of 12 bands at Swanton. The color guard 
was named best overall at three of the four 
local contests.
 The band finished the season with a 
superior rating at the State contest held in 
Piqua on Sunday, October 30. Each band 
is evaluated by a panel of two music and 
two general effect judges, along with one  

marching, percussion, and color guard judge. Each judge assigns a score from 
I-V, with a I being a superior rating. The 
band earned straight superior ratings 
from all judges for the third straight time 
at State Finals. Only three other class 
B bands achieved this level of perfor-
mance at the State finals this year.
 You can watch the band’s State 
performance here : tinyurl.com/BKMB-
2022State

Soprano Saxophone soloist Kashi Rohidas (center) with Sydney Sherick as 
Beethovan at the piano.

Clarinets warming up in the rain.
Job Interview Abigail Leatherman, Van Buren FFA Reporter
 On November 2, The Van Buren FFA sent nine students to Arlington High 
School to compete in the Job Interview contest.  For those who’ve never heard 
of this CDE, a Job interview is a contest where students are quizzed on their job 
application skills. How do they do that?  Well before the contest, the contestants 
select a job that they are going to try and get hired into for this contest.  At the 
contest, students fill out an actual job application, this is then followed by a moc 
interview, followed-up by a final letter.  These contestants are quizzed on public 
speaking, formalness, and writing comprehension as well as many other job ap-
plicable things.  Of the nine students participating, Jackson Gregory advanced 
to District Job Interview, where he will be competing amongst the whole district. 
Way to go Jackson!



November 2022 Knightly News Page 7

FFA News
Jacob Walters, A Local FFA Member Awarded 
American FFA Degree
 Each year, the National FFA Organization honors FFA members who show 
the utmost dedication to the organization through their desire to develop their 
potential for premier leadership, personal growth, and career success through 
agricultural education.
 The American FFA Degree is bestowed upon a select group of students in 
recognition of their years of academic and professional excellence.  This year 
4,305 American Degrees were awarded.
 Jacob Walters, a member of the Van Buren FFA chapter in Van Buren, Ohio, 
was awarded the American FFA Degree at the 95th National FFA Convention & 
Expo October 26-29, 2022.
 Sponsored by 
Case IH, Elanco Ani-
mal Health, Pepsico 
Inc., and Syngenta, the 
award recognizes dem-
onstrated ability and 
outstanding achieve-
ments in agricultural 
business, production, 
processing, or service 
programs.
 To be eligible, FFA 
members must have 
earned and produc-
tively invested $10,000 
through a supervised 
agricultural experience (SAE) program in which they own their own business 
or hold a professional position as an employee.  Recipients must also complete 
50 hours of community service and demonstrate outstanding leadership abilities 
and civic involvement through the completion of a long list of FFA and community 
activities.  Less than one percent of FFA members achieve the American FFA 
Degree.
 Each recipient of the American FFA Degree receives a gold American FFA 
Degree key and certificate after being recognized at the national convention.
 The National FFA Organization is a school-based national youth leadership 
development organization of more than 735,000 student members as part of 
8,817 local FFA chapters in all 50 states and Puerto Rico.

• Must have received the State FFA Degree prior to receiving the Ameri-
can FFA Degree.

• Must be an active FFA member at the time of application and have been 
an active member for the previous three years (36 months consecu-
tively) at the time of application.

• Must have satisfactorily completed the equivalent of at least three years 
(540 hours) of systematic secondary school instruction in an agricultur-
al education program or have completed at least the equivalent of 360 
hours of systematic secondary school instruction in agricultural educa-
tion and one full year of enrollment in a postsecondary agricultural pro-
gram or have completed the program of agricultural education offered in 
the secondary school last attended.

 Note: The hours of instruction are not required to be from three different 
calendar years.

• Must have graduated from high school at least 12 months prior to the 
National FFA convention at which the degree is to be granted.

• Must have in operation (and have maintained records to substantiate) an 
outstanding SAE, which demonstrates comprehensive planning, mana-
gerial and financial expertise.

• After entering agricultural education and becoming an FFA member you 
must have earned $10,000 and productively invested at least $7,500 
through an eligible SAE project(s) or earned and productively invested at 
least $2,000 and worked 2,250 hours in excess of scheduled class time 
in an eligible SAE project(s).  Any combination of hours times a factor of 
3.56 plus any dollar amount of student earnings and investments must 
be equal to or greater than $10,000.

• Must have a record of outstanding leadership and have achieved a high 
school scholastic record of “C” or better.

• Must have completed at least three different community service activities 
totaling at least 50 hours.  All activities must meet National FFA Organi-
zation “Community Service Guidelines for FFA Degrees” to be counted. 
These hours are cumulative from all years of FFA membership.

Academic 
Booster Bake 

Sales
When:  Valentine's Day
             Friday, 
             Feb. 10, 2023

             Easter - Friday, 
             Mar. 31, 2023

Where: Cafeteria                   
             during MS/HS
             Lunch periods
Cost:     Each item is           
              $1
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FFA News
Greenhand Camp Abigail Leatherman, Van Buren FFA Reporter
 This year, our first-year 
FFA members got to have 
a taste first hand of the FFA 
through Greenhand camp!  
This was a three-day ad-
venture that these kids will 
remember through FFA.  
This camp consists of 
many outdoor activities for 
students to participate in 
including nature hikes, ca-
noeing, Scavenger Hunts, 
and many more. There 
were also many chances 
for students to be able to 
interact with other new FFA 
members such as at the 
campfire, team building ex-
ercises, the annual dance, 
as well as during their free 
time.  But wait, there’s 
more, there was also a 
number of guest speakers 
there to give inspirational talks to students about the like as well as agriculture.  
This was such an important experience for these first-year members in hope that 
they carry this knowledge for more FFA years to come!

Soil Judging Abigail Leatherman, Van Buren FFA Reporter
 September 29 was a busy day for these soil judges.  On this day, 13 FFA 
students took part in the Soil Judging CDE.  In this CDE, students are judged by 
how they grade each different soil sample.  This is done by grabbing a handful 
of soil, spraying it with water, and then feeling the soil to see what type the soil 
is.  Some types include sand, silt, and clay soil.  These could even be modified 
to mix words together to say “The texture of this is silty clay”.  In order to judge 
soil, these students had to walk around in soil pits to grab their samples.  This 
allows students to see the different layers of soil in the soil pit, different colors, 
etc. of the soil.  Students also had to check for slope by having two wood sticks 
on different sides of the soil pit from the back.  These students have washers with 
them on their clipboards which they used to measure the slope.  At the end of the 
day, these students used their gifted soil knowledge and we are so proud of these 
students and their hard work!
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FFA News
Farm Science Review 
Abigail Leatherman, Van Buren FFA Reporter

 On September 19 the FFA stu-
dents who completed the absent 
paper were allowed to participate 
in Farm Science Review. This was 
a special occasion where students 
were given the opportunity to tour 
different agricultural colleges, 
tools, and animal booths. This 
was an experience for students to 
learn about the different agricul-
tural opportunities in the future. If 
that’s what they wish to pursue of 
course. Some of the booths con-
sisted of the farm bureau, the Uni-
versity of Findlay, Ohio State Uni-
versity, and many other informative 
stations. The students were able to 
get “freebies” from these booths 
and had a blast. These kiddos are 
so excited to take part in Farm Sci-
ence Review next year!

Hancock County Fair
Abigail Leatherman, Van Buren 
FFA Reporter
 This year, the Van Buren FFA 
brought many new exhibitors to the 
World of Fair.  These new fair mem-
bers had a blast learning how to 
show their animals; some even won 
ribbons!  Our new exhibitors were 
Kaydance Voland, Abria Mosser, 
Jillian Walters, Alexia Camarano, 
and Abigail Leatherman. Even 
though this is Jillian’s first year, that 
didn’t slow her down!  She studied 
hard and pulled off 4th place in goat 
showmanship!  But let’s not forget 
our yearly fair students.  Returning 
fair exhibitors Rebecca Betts, Olivia 
Coutinho, and Catheryn Roy along 
with Kaya Strausbaugh. Kaya, 
Catheryn, and Rebecca all won 
their showmanship classes. They 
went on to The Showman of Show-
men on Saturday where Rebeccca 
Betts won Showman of Showmen 
in the small animal class!  Van Bu-
ren FFA is so proud of her!  Shout Out to all of our Fair exhibitors!  This was a very 
successful year for Van Buren FFA at the fair!

Visit Van Buren Local Schools 
at our website

www.vbschools.net
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Middle School News
Seventh Grade Attends Camp Nuhop
 For the fourteenth year, our seventh graders attended Camp Nuhop. Stu-
dents left on Monday morning (November 7) and returned Friday afternoon No-
vember 11).   Activities included a high ropes course (where our Superintendent, 
Dr. Inkrott joined the kids), the giant swing, team building activities, an all-day 
hike through Mohican State Park, a visit to Malabar Farm, geocaching, survival 
skills lessons, and many more.  Twelve students chose to utilize their new sur-
vival skills to build shelters with found materials in the woods and sleep outside 
in those shelters (with counselor supervision of course).  Four spectacular days 
of November weather  allowed everyone to have a great experience.  However, 
those four great days were paid for with a morning of rain on Friday where the 
week concluded with an adventure race in which students put to the test many of 
the new skills they learned all week.
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Middle School News
An Ohio School to Watch
 Congratulations to Van Buren Middle School (VBMS) for being recognized in 
educational excellence as an Ohio School to Watch! What that means is VBMS 
met the four criteria for high-performing middle level schools:  Academic Excel-
lence, Developmental Responsiveness, Social Equity, and Organizational Struc-
tures and Processes.
 The Ohio Middle Level Association conference was held in Columbus, Ohio, 
on Thursday, November 10, and Friday, November 11, 2022.  On behalf of Van 
Buren Middle School, Karen Dishong accepted the award. Congratulations to 
Van Buren Middle School! #VBPROUD

Camp Nuhop (continued)

Van Buren was proud to host a cornhole tournament in support 
of Hancock County Youth Leadership (HYL) and the Special 
Olympics.  Special shout-out to VB Senior, Weston Heitkamp 
for planning and coordinating this event!
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Knights’ Fest Enjoyed by All!
 On Friday, October 28, 2022, Van Buren Elementary School hosted our 20th 

annual Knights’ Fest.  The festival highlighted the Middle Ages and reinforced 
our castle theme.  In the morning, students enjoyed making crafts and playing 
medieval games.  The 5th graders competed in a Wii Swordfighting tournament!  
Congratulations to Logan Gonyer, our sword fighting champion!
 In the afternoon, the students and 5th grade parents enjoyed a musical pre-
sentation by our 5th grade and then all of the students paraded through the high 
school and down Main Street.  It was a Royal event!
 We want to thank all of the seniors who volunteered their time to work at our 
festival and the Elementary PTO for generously donating funds to support this 
program.  We look forward to enjoying this event for many more years.
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Tune to AM 1330 WFIN, FM 100.5 WKXA, FM 96.7 
WBVI, or FM 106.3 WBUK for weather announcements 
and your local TV stations.  Should weather favor us with 
unseasonable climatic conditions, announcements will 
be made to accommodate those variances.

Fifth Grade VANTAGE Visit University or Findlay
 On Thursday, November 10, the 5th 
grade VANTAGE students traveled to the 
University of Findlay to learn about college 
life.   The students were able to explore the 
Mazza Museum and Joseph and Judith 
Conda STEAM education center.  They re-
ceived a presentation in the planetarium.  
The Japanese program also worked with 
our students to learn about Japanese cul-
ture and create origami.  Of course, the 
highlight of the day was a campus tour and 
lunch in Henderson Hall on campus.

Back Row: Scarlet Allshouse, Clayton Beard, Gia Kark, Brianne Curry, Adrian 
Deal, Graham Carey, Asher Kalkstein-Levitt.  Middle Row: Henry Force, Thalia 
Anderson, Everly Aukerman, Everett Bunn, Brayden Leifheit, Lexy Franks.  Front 
Row: Libby Force, Marnie Brown, Dominic Finchum, Eli Wills, Malia Schroeder, 
Nora Shuck.  Not Pictured: Bryson Crouch, Amalia Nunez.

October Knights of the Round Table
  Congratulations to our Knights of the Round Table for the month of October! 
These students were selected by their noon monitors for being respectful, respon-
sible, and resilient during the lunch and recess hour. Their recognition included 
lunch on the stage with two guests and a special ice cream treat.

Knights’ Fest continued
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Girls Golf News
A Year in Review 

“Girls Golf Team Makes 4th State Tournament 
Appearance” 

 The Lady Black Knights set a 
team goal early in the season to re-
turn to State for a “4-Peat” appear-
ance and they did just that!  Upon 
being sanctioned in 2008 the team 
first appeared in the State Tourna-
ment in 2011, then again in 2020, 
2021, and the fourth time in 2022.
 The OHSAA Division II Girls 
Golf State Tournament was held on 
October 14 and 15 at the OSU Gray 
Course.  The Black Knights slated 
347 for the first 18-hole round and 
returned to shoot 360 the second 
day finishing with a team score of 
707 landing them in 4th place finish.  
The girls bettered their team score 
by 29 strokes from their 2021 state 
score of 736.  The tournament team 
consisted of Addyson Adams (9), 

Emily Bishop (9), Joslyn Hunt (11), Claire Recker (12), Maggie Wehrle (11), and 
Summer Siefer-alternate (12). 
 Leading up to the final tourna-
ment the Lady Knights had met with 
success by playing in several invita-
tions early in the season.  The 2022 
records were 22 Wins/2 Losses in 
regular season play and 72 Wins/23 
Losses in pre/post season and tour-
naments.  The only teams the Black 
Knights lost to in regular season was 
D1 Anthony Wayne and D1 Perrys-
burg teams however beat them both 

later in the season.  The Lady Black Knights started 
on the tournament path by scoring 359 and finishing 
as Sectional Champs at Auglaize G.C. and returned to 
post 362 to finish as NW District Champs at Sycamore 
Springs.  This was the first time in 14 years that the 
Black Knights finished 1st in district play. 
 To celebrate the terrific season and accomplish-
ments, the team held an awards ceremony at school, 
prior to attending the NWOGGL (Northwest Ohio Girls 
Golf League) awards ceremony at Anthony Wayne 
H.S. on November 2.  Within the NWOGGL, Van Bu-
ren ended up as Runner-Ups in the South Division and 
3rd Place overall among 11 teams.  Their team average 
was 177.60 (9-holes).  Joslyn Hunt and Claire Recker 
received 1st Team Honors and Maggie Wehrle received 

2nd Team Honors.  Senior Claire Recker was nominated “Most Sportsmanship” in 
the South Division which is a prestigious honor simply to be nominated. 

 The team awards went to four 
year award winners, Claire Reck-
er and Summer Siefer.  Receiving 
three-year Letterman Awards were 
Joslyn Hunt and Maggie Wehrle.  Re-
ceiving their first year Varsity Letter-
man Awards were Addyson Adams 
and Emily Bishop.  J.V. Awards were 
presented to Tram Le, Abby Leather-
man, Bel Oliveira, Duda Oliveira 
and Gracie Webster.  Special team 
awards included: Lowest Scoring 
Average (39) Claire Recker, Most 
Improved Gracie Webster, Rookie 

of-the-Year Addyson Adams, “Miss Sportsmanship” Maggie Wehrle, 110% Award 
Claire Recker and the “FORE” Award to Emily Bishop. 
 In addition to the team and league awards, the Northwest District Division 
Il honors for the year were awarded with Joslyn Hunt receiving 1st Team Hon-
ors while Claire Recker and Maggie Wehrle were awarded Honorable Mention.  
Claire Recker and Summer Siefer also received Academic All-Ohio.

 The Black Knights have a new 
school record this year shooting 
their lowest 9 hole score of 157 @ 
Fostoria C.C.  Further honors in-
cluded Claire Recker being named 
as Runner-up Medalist in the Bish-
op Fenwick Tournament, Sectional 
Tournament and finished with the 
4th lowest score at the State Tour-
nament which won her ALL-OHIO 
AWARD - FIRST TEAM!  This is the 
first time this award has ever been 
achieved by any girl golfer from Van 

Buren!  Joslyn Hunt was named “Medalist” at the Bishop-Fenwick Tournament 
and was also Co-Runner-up Medalist at the District Tournament. 
 In summary the girls had a VERY SUCCESSFUL and FUN 2022 Season and 
look forward to returning next fall with seasoned experience but will certainly miss 
the Seniors!  However, there is always room for more girls to become a part of 
the Lady Black Knights Golf 
Family.  If you are willing to 
work hard, learn a life-long 
sport, and become part of a 
successful sports program 
representing Van Buren 
with class and commit-
ment, please reach out to 
Coach Rhonda Nye (rnye@
vbschools.net) or Coach 
Bethany Archer (barcher@
vbschools.net) by the end 
of February as the team 
will be re-organizing at that 
time.
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Athletic News
Fall Sports Coaches HonorsGrady 51st at State

 Congratulations to Sophomore Lily Grady for finish-
ing 21 spots higher than her 2021 finish at the OHSAA 
State Cross Country Tournament held on Saturday, No-
vember 5 at Obetz Fortress in Obetz, Ohio.  Lily finished 
51st with a time of 20:1.4.  Great season Lily and Coach 
Regutti, Coach Webster, and Coach Schumaker.

NW District Girls Div. II - 
Coach of the Year!

Girls Golf Coach Rhonda Nye started 
the program in 2008 and has had a 
very successful career with plans of 
many more.

NCOSA Coach of the Year!
Girls Soccer Coach Josh Burton has 
been coaching at Van Buren for 2 
years.

BVC Coach of the Year and 
Jim Muth Sportsmanship, 
Ethics, & Integrity Award!

Vollyeball Coach Mark Bunn has been 
coaching at Van Buren for 14 years 
and coaching volleyball for 18 years at 
the Varsity Level.

BVC Coach of the Year and 
NW District Boys Division II - 

Coach of the Year!
Boys Golf Coach Eric Heitkamp has 23 
years of coaching high school golf and 
21st at Van Buren.

BVC Coaches of the Year!
Cross Country Coaches Megan Regutti and Nate Webster with their team.  
Girls Coach Megan Regutti has been coaching cross country at Van Buren for 6 
years, with this being her 3rd year as the girls cross country head coach.  Boys 
Coach Nate Webster has been coaching cross country at Van Buren for 6 years, 
with this being his 3rd year as the boys cross country head coach.

Congratulations on such a 
successful year to everyone!  

Your time and commitment to our athletic 
programs are appreciated!
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For the most current and up-to-date sports 
schedules, and to access Van Buren Black Knights 
sports’ information, visit the athletic website at 

www.vbathletics.net

Hancock County Toll-
Free Crisis Hotline

1-888-936-7116
Do you or someone you know 

need help, need to talk, 
or feel stressed?  Please call 

1-888-936-7116, 
available 24 hours a day, 

7 days a week.
This is a toll-free crisis 

hotline number.

No School
Martin Luther King Day

 Monday, January 16, 2023

Attn: Parents/
Guardians

If your child(ren)’s workbook 
and classroom fees have 

not been paid, please take 
care of this obligation as 
soon as possible.  If you 

have questions concerning 
this matter, please contact 

the office.

2022 SENIOR HOMECOMING COURT
 The Homecoming Ceremony took place on October 14, 2022, right before 
the football game against Arlington.
 The Senior Queen Candidates were 
Camila Barrios, Alicia Casselman, Isa-
belle Miller, McKenna Morey, and Faith 
Smith.
 The Senior King Candidates were 
Lucas Brown, Nathan Curry, Jackson 
Gregory, Reese Reichley, and Hudson 
Sendelbach.
 Several students attended the Hal-
loween-themed dance which was held 
on Saturday, October 15.
 Congratulations to Van Buren’s 2022 
Homecoming Court.

King Nathan Curry and 
Queen Camila Barrios.


