
Special Education 
Early Childhood Program 
Preschool education for children with learning problems three to five years of age has been mandated in Illinois since 
1972.   
 
The Early Childhood Program is designed for children aged three and four with developmental delays in one or more 
areas.  These may be delays in speech, language, academics and behavioral or social adjustments. 
 
During the course of the year, but primarily in spring, eligibility screenings are held by the Fairmont School District 89’s 
Pre-K Department.  At those times, children who are thought to have a  developmental problem are referred to the School 
Psychologist who does an evaluation.  Following the testing, a multi-disciplinary team of school personnel decides if 
placement in the Early Childhood class is appropriate.  By identifying, intervening and remediating these deficits early, the 
children can better adjust to the educational system. 
 
Children are taught by a certified teacher and a teacher assistant who focus on the specific problem the child is 
experiencing.  Supportive services include speech and language, adapted physical education and occupational therapy. 
 
Education of Students Disabilities with a 504  
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, commonly referred to as Section 504, is a nondiscrimination statute enacted 
by the U.S. Congress. The Act’s purpose is to: (1) protect the rights of individuals with disabilities in programs and 
activities that receive federal financial assistance from the U.S. Dept. of Education (ED), and (2) ensure that disabled 
students have educational opportunities and benefits equal to those provided to non-disabled students. 
An eligible student under Section 504 is a student who: has a record of having, or is regarded as having, a physical or 
mental impairment which substantially limits a major life activity as defined by 34 C.F.R. §104.3. 
The rights ensured by Section 504 to those disabled students who do not qualify for special education and related services 
under the Individuals With Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).   Within 14 school days, each district determines whether 
an evaluation is warranted after receiving a request for an evaluation. 
 

Education of Students with Disabilities under IDEA 
It is the intent of the district to ensure that students who are disabled within the definition of Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 or the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act are identified, evaluated and provided with 
appropriate educational services.   
 
The School provides a free appropriate public education in the least restrictive environment and necessary related services 
to all children with disabilities enrolled in the school. The term “children with disabilities” means children between ages 3 
and the day before their 22nd birthday for whom it is determined that special education services are needed.  It is the intent 
of the school to ensure that students with disabilities are identified, evaluated, and provided with appropriate educational 
services.  Within 14 school days, each district determines whether an evaluation is warranted after receiving a request for 
an evaluation. 
 
A copy of the publication “Explanation of Procedural Safeguards Available to Parents of Students with Disabilities” may 
be obtained from the Special Education Coordinator and is also located on the district website. 
 
Related Service Logs 
For a child with an individualized education program (IEP), the school district must create related service logs that record 
the type of related services administered under the child’s IEP and the minutes of each type of related service that has 
been administered.  The school will provide a child’s parent/guardian a copy of the related service log at the annual review 
of the child’s IEP and at any other time upon request. (Reference: PRESS 7:340-AP1, School Student Records) 
 

Discipline of Students with Disabilities 
Special Education and Suspension Procedures 



• A student receiving special education services may be suspended for disciplinary reasons up to ten (10) 
cumulative days (not necessarily consecutive) during the school year without the requirement that the school 
district provide services to the child.  After ten (10) cumulative days, the school district must provide services 
to the child during the term of the suspension or expulsion, regardless if the removal constitutes a change in 
placement.  In-school suspension that isolates the child or denies her/him access to mainstreaming or 
aspects of her/his individualized educational program count as suspension days in the above calculations. 
 

• To suspend a special education student for more than ten days (10) in a school year, the school district must 
have procedures in place that allow the members of the student’s individualized education program (IEP) 
team to determine whether each suspension event constitutes a change in placement.  The IEP team must 
consider such factors as the total amount of time the student is excluded from school, the proximity of the 
suspensions to one another and the length of each suspension. 
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