
March 14, 2021       Pastor Andy McClellan 

Series: “How’s Your Attitude?”   

Title: “An Attitude of Grace”      Philippians 4:21-23 

 
Outline:  
 

As you pursue the attitude of Christ…. 
1. You must begin with the SAVING grace of God given TO you, 1:2, 7; 2:20-21; 3:3-9, 20-21 

(cf. Romans 3:23-24, 16:20; Eph. 2:5-9; 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17; 2 Timothy 1:9; 1 Peter 
1:13).  

  
2. You must rely on the EMPOWERING grace of God working IN you, 1:6-7; 2:12-13; 3:10; 4:7-

9, 13, 19 (cf. Rom. 5:2, 12:6; 1 Cor. 1:3-8; 2 Cor. 9:8, 12:9; Eph. 3:7-8, 4:7; 2 Tim. 2:1; Titus 
2:11-14). 

 
Then… 
3. You will experience the JOY-FILLING grace of Christ flowing THROUGH you, 1:6, 9-11, 18-20; 

2:1-5, 15-17; 4:4, 9, 23 (cf. Romans 5:1-2; 2 Cor. 8:1-9, 1 Peter 4:10; 2 Peter 3:18). 
 
 

Read Philippians 1:1-2 and 4:23 as a family.  Grace is commonly defined as 
“God’s unmerited favor.”  It is favor from God that we’ve received that we 
didn’t and couldn’t earn.  Make a list of the ways that God has shown you and 
your family His grace in this past year.  Now discuss the things you have 

planned for the near and distant future ahead.  How does God’s grace in the past give you hope 
for His grace in the future?  Encourage one another to trust in God’s continuing grace. 
 

FOR FURTHER THOUGHT, STUDY AND DISCUSSION 

1. Beginning in the book of Romans and continuing through Philemon, look for the word 
“grace” in the introduction and conclusion to Paul’s letters.  How are the uses of the word 
the same and how are they different?  What other words are used often in conjunction with 
the word “grace”?  What does that tell you about the underlying message of all of Paul’s 
letters?   
 

2. Paul begins the book of Philippians (1:2) with the statement “Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”  He then ends the letter in 4:23 with “The grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.”  What’s the difference between grace being “to 
you” and grace being “with you”?  Why is it important that you remember God’s grace that 
has come “to you” before you can experience God’s grace being “with you”?  How is your 
ability to bring the grace of God “with you” to your home, workplace, neighborhood, school, 
etc. dependent on you first recognizing the amazing grace of God that has come “to you”?   



 
3. Read through the entire book of Philippians, noting the places where God is the one 

working to bring spiritual growth and change to the believer’s life or where God is the one 
empowering the believer to make changes in their own lives.  Using the cross-references in 
point 2 for help, how is that work of God in the life of a believer a work of grace?  How does 
recognizing it as a work of grace helpful for destroying pride in your life? 

 

4. We started this series asking the question, “How’s Your Attitude?” and have been pursing 
each week the desire to have the attitude of Christ.  Are there some people in your life 
toward which you have had an un-Christlike attitude?  Now that you’ve seen the 
importance of an Attitude of Grace in having an attitude like Jesus….what will you do, by 
God’s grace, to pursue healing to those relationships? 
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