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On Team Courses  Unified Arts Courses  Electives  

English Language Arts (Full Year) 
Mathematics 6 (Full Year) 
Integrated Science 6 (Full Year)

Global Studies 6 (Full Year) 
World Language (Every Other Day) 

- French 6  
- Spanish 6 
- Mandarin Chinese 6 

GMMS SUCCESS (Every Other Day) 
Study Skills (Full Year)  

Visual Arts 6 (½ Year) 
 

Explorations in  
     Technology (½ Year) 
 

Family Consumer Sciences (FCS):  
     Eat Smart, Live Smart (½ Year) 
 

Digital Media (½ Year) 
 

Physical Education (Full Year) 

Band (Full Year) 
 

Chorus (Full Year) 
 

Enrichment (Full Year) 
 

WIN (Full Year) 
 

 

On Team Courses  Unified Arts Courses  Electives  

English Language Arts (Full Year) 
Mathematics (Full Year) 

- Math 7  
- Advanced Math  

Integrated Science 7 (Full Year) 
Global Studies 7 (Full Year) 
World Language (Full Year) 

- French 7  
- Spanish 7 
- Mandarin Chinese 7 

Study Skills (Full Year)  

Visual Arts 7 (½ Year) 
 

Production Systems &  
         Enterprise (½ Year) 
 

FCS - Building Your  
     Life  Skills (½ Year) 
 

Music Appreciation 7 (½ Year) 
 

Physical Education (Full Year) 

Band (Full Year) 
 

Chorus (Full Year) 
 

Enrichment (Full Year) 
 

WIN (Full Year) 
 

 

On Team Courses  Unified Arts Courses  Electives  

English Language Arts (Full Year) 
Mathematics (Full Year) 

- Pre-Algebra 
- Algebra 

Integrated Science 8 (Full Year) 
US History 8 (Full Year) 
World Language (Full Year) 

- French 8  
- Spanish 8 
- Mandarin Chinese 8 

Study Skills (Full Year) 

Visual Arts 8 (½ Year) 
 

Engineering and Research & 
Development  (½ Year) 
 

FCS - Planning Your Future (½ Year) 
 

Music Appreciation 8 (½ Year) 
 

Physical Education (Full Year) 
 

Band (Full Year) 
 

Chorus (Full Year) 
 

Enrichment (Full Year) 
 

WIN (Full Year) 
 

 



 

 
GRADE SIX  

ON TEAM COURSES  

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 6  
In sixth grade, students learn developmentally appropriate strategies to read, study, analyze, 
discuss, write, and understand both fiction and nonfiction according to the Common Core 
standards.  Our units include the study of realistic and historical fiction, contemporary issues, 
and argument. 
 
MATH 6 
Units and skills in Math 6 include arithmetic operations involving decimals and fractions, the 
understanding and application of ratios, the understanding of negative rational numbers and 
absolute value, one-step algebraic equations and inequalities with one variable, area, surface 
area, volume, data distribution, and variability of a data set. 
 
INTEGRATED SCIENCE 6 
Integrated Science embeds crosscutting concepts and scientific and engineering practices within 
the study of human body systems, cells, genetics, energy transfer, weather, and climate. 
 
GLOBAL STUDIES 6  
Global Studies 6 is designed to enhance students' understanding of geography, ancient 
civilizations, and their connections to modern times. Students will have the opportunity to build a 
geographer's "toolbox" and use it to study the world. We will take a multifaceted approach to 
explore the geography, history, and culture of different regions of the world. Our planned units 
of study include Launching with Geography Tools, India and China, and Western and Eastern 
Europe. 
 
FRENCH 6 
French 6 welcomes students to explore the French-speaking world. Units focus on greetings and 
introductions, describing self and others, family, and discussing likes and dislikes. We will 
explore various aspects of culture along the way, including Francophone countries, differences in 
greetings, and French-speaking celebrities. Instruction will incorporate the three modes of 
communication; interpretive, interpersonal, and presentational.  
 
MANDARIN CHINESE 6 
6th-grade Chinese class is an introductory course to learn Mandarin Chinese. This course is 
designed for beginners who have no prior knowledge of Mandarin Chinese. No prerequisite is 
required. Students start to learn fundamental building blocks in four key Chinese language study 
areas: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing. This course is filled with 
engaging and hands-on activities with instruction.  Students will start to learn the Pinyin system 
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(Chinese pronunciation) and Chinese writing system. Both Chinese characters and pinyin are 
presented together throughout the course, and specific character practices are introduced later on. 
Besides the Chinese language, students will also learn about different topics of Chinese culture 
as well. 

This course will develop students' basic communicative competence in the Chinese language and 
their understanding of Chinese culture. Class participation and practice activities are integral 
parts of the program.  This course prepares students for advancement to 7th-grade Chinese 
courses. 

SPANISH 6 
6th graders will continue to expand upon the basics they have been building in elementary 
Spanish.  Instruction will incorporate the three modes of communication, with a focus on 
interpretive listening and reading.  Units focus on the highest frequency verbs and include topics 
such as likes and dislikes, school, and describing self and others, and ongoing recycling of prior 
topics. Spanish and Latino cultural connections are incorporated throughout all units.  This every 
other day course is taught primarily in the target language.  
 
GMMS SUCCESS 
GMMS SUCCESS is a multidisciplinary course that allows students to develop and reinforce the 
essential skills for middle school work and achievement.  
 
STUDY SKILLS  
Study skills is a course for students who have Individualized Education Plans (IEP). Students 
will work with certified special education teachers in a small group setting on the goals and 
objectives developed by the Planning and Placement Team (PPT).  
 

UNIFIED ARTS 
 
DIGITAL MEDIA  
Through a variety of projects and activities, students are taught: how to use and apply a variety 
of G Suite applications, coding while learning the fundamentals of computer science, video, and 
interactive presentation platforms. 
 
EXPLORATIONS IN TECHNOLOGY  
The Explorations in Technology program at GMMS is designed to introduce students to 
Technology Education.  Through a variety of hands-on activities, students will build their 
Technical Problem solving skills and understanding of Technological systems.  Students will 
gain introductory proficiency in computer-aided design, 3D modeling, 3D printing, CNC 
machining, basic hand tool, and machine use. In addition, students will learn how technological 
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devices and machines are designed and operate through basic coding concepts and device 
analysis. 
FAMILY CONSUMER SCIENCES (FSC) - EAT SMART, LIVE SMART 
There will be three areas of focus in this introductory course. Students will analyze advertising 
techniques and discover ways to be wise consumers. We will then begin our journey into foods 
starting with nutrition, learning how to read food labels, and apply My Plate recommendations to 
our daily diets. Lastly, students will learn about and apply hands-on food preparation skills, 
practicing the kitchen’s safety rules while creating healthy homemade snacks.  
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 6 
Physical Education in 6th grade focuses on the acquisition of skills and the development of 
interpersonal relationships. Through traditional and nontraditional games, students learn basic 
knowledge and fundamentals to understand better how to be active. 
 
VISUAL ARTS 6  
In 6th grade, Visual Arts students will experience an introduction to design work, color mixing 
through monochromatic painting, and beginning slab construction through a clay unit.  In 
addition to these units, students will be introduced to using a sketchbook to compile notes and 
drawings, reinforcing new material such as techniques, terminology, and materials. 
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GRADE SEVEN  

ON TEAM COURSES  

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 7 
7th-grade language arts class focuses on improving students' reading and writing skills in three 
main genres: narrative, informational, and argumentative. Students will explore these genres by 
reading and analyzing a combination of books and shorter texts. Each unit culminates in a 
writing project that showcases the skills acquired through the previous reading exploration. 
 
MATH 7 - (Currently Under Revision)  
 
PRE-ALGEBRA  
- Prerequisite: Recommendation & Assessment Scores  
Pre-Algebra in grade 7 is a combination of grade 7 and 8 Common Core standards.  Students will 
extend their skills with rational numbers to operate on them, use proportional relationships to 
investigate similar and congruent figures, solve algebraic equations and inequalities with one 
variable, and study probability and statistics.  In addition, students continue to apply skills in 
geometry to solve problems involving angle measures, circles, surface area, and volume of 
three-dimensional objects. Finally, Pre-Algebra concludes with an introduction to real numbers 
and the Pythagorean Theorem.  
 
INTEGRATED SCIENCE 7 
Integrated Science continues to build on crosscutting concepts and scientific and engineering 
practices taught in Grade 6 while investigating properties of matter, dynamic interactions within 
ecosystems, and geologic changes in the Earth. 
 
GLOBAL STUDIES 7 
Social Studies 7 is a continuation of Global Studies 6 and designed to further enhance students' 
global awareness while fostering a better understanding of global cultural and geographic issues. 
Planned units of study for this course include Geography Tools & North America, Latin 
America, Sub-Saharan Africa, Middle East & Northern Africa, and Eastern Europe & Russia. 
 
FRENCH 7 
French 7 incorporates all three modes of communication. Students broaden their vocabulary and 
begin to incorporate associated grammatical concepts. Topics include places around town, school 
life, and clothing. Francophone cultural connections and comparisons are incorporated 
throughout all units.  
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MANDARIN CHINESE 7 
Grade 7 Mandarin Chinese course is for students who have successfully finished the Grade 6 
Chinese course. Students will continue to develop all areas of communication skills as well as to 
explore, contrast, and compare various Chinese cultural topics. Both Chinese characters and 
pinyin are presented together throughout the course. Classroom instruction is predominantly 
delivered in Chinese. Students will be encouraged to speak in the target language in the class. 
The course will prepare students for the 8th-grade Chinese course. 
 
SPANISH 7 
7th grade incorporates all three modes of communication, with an increasing focus on 
interpersonal.  Students broaden their base of high-frequency verbs, including building a better 
understanding of associated grammar.  Topics include family, foods, legends, and sports. 
Spanish and Latino cultural connections are incorporated throughout all units.  This everyday 
course is taught primarily in the target language.  
 
STUDY SKILLS 
Study skills is a course for students who have Individualized Education Plans (IEP). Students 
will work with certified special education teachers in a small group setting on the goals and 
objectives developed by the Planning and Placement Team (PPT).  
 
 

UNIFIED ARTS 
 

FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES (FCS) -  BUILDING YOUR LIFE SKILLS 
During year two of FCS students will build on the basic skills developed in grade 6.  We will 
discover the world of entrepreneurship; learning the challenges and rewards of starting your own 
business. Students will then use My Plate to plan healthy meals and track their daily food intake. 
Food preparation in grade 7 will focus on precise measuring skills & creating healthy family 
meals. 
 
MUSIC APPRECIATION 7 
7th Grade Music Students start with a unit about “listening”. They address questions like: How do 
we listen to music? What elements change when we change the genre of a song? How do 
composers express emotion in music, and how does that help them tell a story? The second unit 
addresses the global problem of “music piracy”. Students come away with knowledge on how to 
ethically and legally own music, and use the music that they own to create a one-of-a-kind album 
to “sell to the public”. Lastly in Unit 3, students will learn about how scientifically their voice 
can be used as an instrument. 
 
 

GRANBY MEMORIAL MIDDLE SCHOOL                                                         2021 - 2022 



 

 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 7 
7th-grade physical education builds on the previous year’s lessons by adding complexity to the 
skills previously discovered as well as concentrating on a variety of fitness workouts that 
increase each student’s 4 fitness components. More time is spent applying the skills acquired to 
games and modified gameplay. 
 
PRODUCTION SYSTEMS & ENTERPRISE  
The Production systems & Enterprise course is designed to introduce the students to the world of 
manufacturing and production while building some foundational skills needed in these career 
fields.  Through the completion of this course, students will actually experience many aspects of 
manufacturing enterprise operation.  Students will gain hands-on, minds-on experience in the 
areas of product design, design selection, and refinement, assembly line design, and production 
run operation; as applies to enterprise operation.  Students will learn to use the problem-solving 
process, universal systems model, the product development cycle, product design tools and 
techniques, and many production machines: to develop a product, which they will then 
manufacture.  Students will also learn to work safely and efficiently with common tools and 
machines.  Finally, students will gain knowledge and insight into the areas of business types and 
models, employee organization and management, business organization, business design, 
business resources, and consensus-building techniques.  This course is designed to allow for 
maximum transferability of skills and knowledge to the solution of everyday problems and 
challenges while providing a model for students to use in their understanding of career 
opportunities and the role of manufacturing and production in the world around them.  
 
VISUAL ARTS 7 
In 7th grade, Visual Arts students will build on the drawing skills they began in 6th-grade design 
and complete an extensive Observational Drawing unit.  They will build on color mixing through 
a watercolor unit and will extend their knowledge of slab construction through a clay unit that 
allows them to work 3 dimensionally and with the use of armature.  In addition to these units, 
students will continue using a sketchbook to compile notes and drawings reinforcing new 
material such as techniques, terminology, and materials. 
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GRADE EIGHT  

ON TEAM COURSES  

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 8 
8th-grade language arts consists of seven units that incorporate thematic literature and writing 
across the narrative, informational, argumentative, and analytical modes. Students will 
participate in a variety of book clubs and full class reading experiences as they deeply assess an 
author's craft and emulate professional composition strategies in their writing.  Students will 
enjoy young adult literature, classic literature, various non-fiction texts, and even some 
Shakespeare. As they prepare for high school, presentation and discussion skills are also 
prioritized. 
 
Math 8 - (Currently Under Revision)  
- Prerequisite: Math 7  
 
ALGEBRA I  
- Prerequisite: Pre-Algebra 
Algebra I is a high school level math course and focuses on high school math standards; it is the 
foundation for all future math courses.  Students build on the equation solving skills from 
Pre-Algebra to efficiently solve equations and inequalities which include rational numbers and 
require multiple steps.  The units studied take students through a study of two-variable 
relationships of graphing lines and manipulating the equations for those lines to reveal different 
qualities, solving systems of equations and inequalities three different ways, extending the ability 
of graphing lines to finding trends in data with scatter plots, and will begin working with 
exponential and quadratic functions.  Algebra is the abstract way to model relationships and 
constraints in real-world contexts.  
 
INTEGRATED SCIENCE 8 
Integrated Science delves into the study of forces and motion, energy in waves, mechanisms of 
diversity, and the changing Earth while utilizing crosscutting concepts, and scientific and 
engineering practices taught in grades 6 and 7. 
 
US HISTORY 8 
US History 8 will focus on studying the people, places, and events of United States History. Its 
primary goal is to develop students' critical and historical thinking skills, especially in specific 
areas of corroborating evidence, constructing evidence-based claims, and answering research 
questions through inquiry, investigation, and analysis. A major component of this course will be 
a year-long capstone project that students will begin in the first quarter and submit in May. 
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FRENCH 8 
French 8 incorporates all three modes of communication, with an increasing focus on 
presentational speaking and writing.  Students continue to expand vocabulary and grammatical 
concepts. Topics include restaurants, the home, and the Francophone world. Cultural connections 
and comparisons are incorporated throughout all units.  Students will be prepared to move into 
French II at the high school.  
 
MANDARIN CHINESE 8 
Students continue their Chinese language learning adventure by progressing to Chinese 8 
Mandarin Chinese. In this course, students will further develop their skills to practice simple 
conversations on familiar topics in the target language. Grade 8 Mandarin Chinese will introduce 
a greater variety of vocabulary and more complex sentence structures while continuing to apply 
these across the four language skill areas. Students will not only be familiar with Chinese 
language structures but explore, compare and contrast various Chinese cultural topics as well. 
Classroom instruction is predominantly delivered in Chinese. Students will be encouraged to 
speak in the target language in class as well.  
 
SPANISH 8 
8th grade incorporates all three modes of communication, with an increasing focus on 
presentational speaking and writing.  Students continue to build a stronger base of 
high-frequency verbs and to increase their accuracy with more advanced grammar.  Topics 
include shopping/clothing, restaurants, entertainment, and the home.  Spanish and Latino cultural 
connections are incorporated throughout all units.  This everyday course is taught primarily in 
the target language.  Students will be prepared to move into Spanish II at the high school.  
 
STUDY SKILLS 
Study skills is a course for students who have Individualized Education Plans (IEP). Students 
will work with certified special education teachers in a small group setting on the goals and 
objectives developed by the Planning and Placement Team (PPT).  
 

UNIFIED ARTS 
 
ENGINEERING, RESEARCH, AND DESIGN 
The Engineering R&D course at GMMS focuses students on developing their engineering and 
problem-solving skills through the completion of “hands-on / minds-on” engineering-type 
activities.  Through the completion of this course, students will not only learn about how to apply 
the engineering process, but also actually develop an engineering solution from infancy - through 
the design, mock-up, and prototype phases – to the actual building and testing of solutions. 
Students learn to safely and efficiently use tools and machinery through their work in the GMMS 
Engineering facility… Students test their solutions and evaluate the results.  Finally, students 
will learn how to interpret test data and develop solutions to problems based on their data. 
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Students will learn to apply the problem-solving, engineering, and invention process throughout 
the course.  
 
FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES (FCS) - PLANNING YOUR FUTURE  
Students will develop skills that will help them as they transition into young adult life. Careers 
and an introduction to financial literacy skills are investigated. We will also study the Farm to 
Table philosophy as we begin our food preparation unit. We will learn about the 6 essential 
nutrients that we need to have in our daily diets.  Students will focus on the terms and tools of 
the kitchen as they expand their culinary skills to create foods from around the world. 
 
MUSIC APPRECIATION 8 
The 8th Grade Music curriculum focuses on learning to play the classical guitar as we learn the 
history and music theory of different music genres in American History: Blues, Spirituals, Folk 
songs, Patriotic, and Rock and Roll. Not only will they experience playing chords in 4 different 
keys and how to read a chord chart, but they learn the history and legacy of America’s music 
timeline, dating back to the Civil War.  
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 8  
The physical education focus turns in 8th grade to understand how physical activity impacts 
overall health. By using different activities, each student will be given the tools necessary for 
adopting a healthy lifestyle now and in the future. Designing workouts, understanding different 
exercises and routines, and pinpointing physical strengths and weaknesses are the major 
components of the physically educated 8th grader. 
 
VISUAL ARTS 
In 8th grade, Visual Arts students will build on their drawing skills by moving from paper and 
pencil to scratchboard focusing on visual texture and balance. Their painting unit will be an 
extensive study of landscape painting including painting techniques, brush types, and brush uses. 
The clay unit will be a culmination of three years of studying hand-building techniques resulting 
in a freestanding sculpture.  8th-grade Visual Arts students will also complete a self-reflective 
piece using multimedia.  In addition to these units, students will continue using a sketchbook to 
compile notes and drawings reinforcing new material such as techniques, terminology, and 
materials. 
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ELECTIVES - ALL GRADES 

 
BAND  
- Prerequisite: Instrument experience at the 4th/5th-grade level OR at least one year of private study. 
The GMMS Band program offers ensembles for 6th, 7th, and 8th Grade Band students. The 
curriculum is a continuation of the band instrument study that students began in 4th and 5th 
grade. Students will continue to learn proper performance techniques, embouchure formation, 
rhythm skills, and note reading strategies through the use of a unique and creative repertoire for 
young bands. Students participate in full group rehearsals, as well as occasional pull-out 
instrument lessons during the school day. The ensemble performs two evening concerts a year to 
family and friends, one in January and one in June. Students are eligible to audition for the 
6th/7th/8th Grade Jazz Band (meets after school) and for the Northern Region Middle School 
Festival for advanced players (optional - weekend audition/weekend festival if accepted).  
 
CHORUS  
GMMS has a 6th Grade Choir, 7th Grade Choir, and 8th Grade Choir where students will learn a 
variety of skills and be required to perform in 2 evening concerts during the school year 
(Winter/Spring).   They will review music reading skills and learn how to read Choral Scores. 
They will also learn to use their individual vocal instrument alone and how to blend with other 
voices within their section and choir. Students will sing repertoire from a variety of genres and 
will learn the history behind the music that was created.  Students will have a chance to audition 
for the Select Choir, which is an ensemble that meets after school, where students from grades 
6-8 learn even more challenging music than their graded choirs.  A final opportunity will be 
given to students who would like to audition for the CMEA Northern Regional Music Festival 
Choirs, where singers from across the Northern Region of Connecticut audition to be included in 
1 of 2 different honors choirs during a festival weekend. 
 
SCHOOLWIDE ENRICHMENT MODEL (SEM)  
- Prerequisite: District Identification or Teacher Recommendation 
Students identified by the district as exceptional learners are invited to participate in an 
enrichment class during their tenure at GMMS.  Classes in creative writing & literature, math & 
science explorations, future problem solving, current events & issues, and independent study 
make up our enrichment offerings.  Students placed in these classes are pulled from one 
academic class on a regular basis throughout the school year.  In addition, students showing high 
levels of creativity, engagement, and critical thinking may be recommended by a teacher at any 
point during the school year to participate in an enrichment class.  Enrichment clusters occur 
twice annually and provide an opportunity for the entire school community to participate in a 
myriad of classes based on student and teacher interests, hobbies, talents, and passion areas. 
Final products created in an enrichment cluster are often showcased for a larger audience. 
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WIN BLOCK  
The “What I Need” Block also referred to as the W.I.N. Block, is a time for students to access 
opportunities to supplement, reinforce or catch up on their learning.  Content area teachers 
facilitate these classes.  
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