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METHODOLOGY  



METHODOLOGY 

Strategies 360 conducted a live telephone survey of 302 residents in the 
Marysville School District.  
 

•  Interviews were conducted November 1-5, 2017. A combination of landline 
and mobile phones were called to ensure greater coverage of the population 
sampled.  

•  The margin of error for a survey of 302 interviews is ±5.7% at the 95% 
confidence level. The margin of error for other subsamples may be higher. 

•  Other sources of error not accounted for by the stated statistical margin of 
error include, but are not limited to, question wording, question order, 
coverage bias, and response bias. 
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OVERALL PERCEPTIONS OF 
THE DISTRICT 



Residents are divided in their satisfaction with public schools.   

8	

45% 41% 

Satisfied Dissatisfied 

13% 
Very 

21% 
Very 

Thinking about public schools here in the Marysville School District, would you say you are generally satisfied or 
dissatisfied with the quality of education children receive in Marysville’s kindergarten through 12th grade public 

schools? 
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Teachers drive positive feelings about schools.  

In your own words, what are the most positive things about schools in the Marysville School District?* 	

25% 
11% 

10% 
8% 

6% 
4% 

4% 

3% 
3% 
3% 

2% 
2% 

1% 

Good teachers  

Special programs 

Other faculty/staff 

Community involvement 

Diversity 

New/well-kept facilities 

Parental involvement 

Good communication 

Negative response 

Curriculum 

Athletics 

Support special needs children 

Other 

*Multiple responses accepted; question was asked of those who did not feel very dissatisfied.	



And what would you say are the biggest issues facing schools in the Marysville School District?* 

15% 

0% 

2% 

2% 

10% 

16% 

25% 

36% 

40% 
Financial Issues 

 (i.e., underfunding, unequal funding) 

Quality and Curriculum 
 (i.e., teaching to the test, cuts to programs) 

Student Issues 
 (i.e., social problems, discipline) 

Parent Issues 
 (i.e., family situation, engaging parents) 
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Governance Issues 
 (i.e., school board, leadership) 

Other 

Learning Environment 
            (i.e., class sizes, technology) 

Teacher Issues 
(i.e., teacher quality, pay) 

Needs more funding/
underfunded – 21%  

Diversity Issues 
 (i.e., achievement gaps, language) 

Schools’ learning environments and finances lead residents’ top 
issues. The need for more funding is the largest sub issue overall. 

*Multiple responses accepted.	



Despite decreasing enrollment, almost two-thirds of residents 
believe it has increased.  

Switching topics, generally speaking over the past 5 years, do you believe that the number of students enrolled in 
the Marysville School District public schools has… 
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62% 

13% 18% 

Increased Stayed the Same Decreased 
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The district receives its highest marks for keeping students safe 
and providing technology resources. 

6% 

8% 

9% 

11% 

12% 

13% 

Excellent Job Good Job 

Keeping students safe 

Providing technology resources in the classroom 

Communicating with people and keeping them informed 

Preparing children for the future 

49% 

48% 

47% 

47% 

34% 

Providing equitable education opportunities for all 
students across the district 

The overall performance of your neighborhood schools 47% 

Marysville School District Job Performance – Upper Tier 
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Large shares of residents are unable to adjudicate the district’s 
job performance in many areas.  

2% 

2% 

3% 

4% 

4% 

5% 

5% 

5% 

Excellent Job Good Job 

Providing new and innovative academic opportunities 

Attracting and retaining high-quality teachers 

Maintaining school buildings and facilities 

Preparing for the district’s long-term facility needs 

Keeping class sizes to acceptable levels 

37% 

34% 

33% 

26% 

25% 

27% 

Managing and spending taxpayer dollars wisely 

Completing voter funded projects on time and on budget 

Budgeting and handling its finances 21% 

30% 

Marysville School District Job Performance – Lower Tier 

21% 

30% 

15% 

22% 

19% 

17% 

13% 

8% 

Don’t 
Know 



Most residents rate the district’s facilities as either just fair or 
poor.  

Overall, how would you rate the condition of the Marysville School District’s educational facilities like 
classrooms and school buildings? 
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37% 

56% 

Excellent/Good Just Fair/Poor 

3% 
Excellent 

16% 
Poor 



Echoing their biggest top of mind concern, residents 
overwhelmingly believe the district needs more funding. Almost a 
third of residents think it definitely needs more funding.  

Based on what you may have heard or read, which of the following do you think best 
describes the Marysville School District’s budget situation? 
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71% 

22% 

Needs Additional Funding Has Enough Funding 

31% 
Definitely 

7% 
Definitely 



Would you say that property taxes in your area are too high, too low, or about right? 

40% 
47% 

3% 

Too High About Right Too Low 

16 

20%  
Much 

Residents are split between thinking that their property taxes are 
too high and about right. 



UNDERSTANDING 
COMMUNITY VALUES 



18 

There is strong agreement in a number of value areas, including 
technology and the district’s mission statement. 

52% 

60% 

64% 

65% 

66% 

67% 

75% 

Strongly Agree Somewhat Agree 

96% 

91% 

92% 

91% 

87% 

86% 

93% 

Opinion Statements 

[TECH] For our students to be successful, we need to make sure that they have access to technology 
resources and learn how to use them properly. And our community’s students should have access to 

computer science classes in all of our schools. 

[AIM HIGHER] Many people say that kids in the Marysville School District are doing well and that many are 
not interested in going to college and those who are already do. But the economy is changing what students 

will need and we should be giving all opportunities to all kids, whether that means access to college 
counseling or higher-level classes. We should champion all students and help them reach their goals. 

[MISSION] For all students in the Marysville School District to get a good education, we need to ensure that 
they can think critically; create and innovate; collaborate with others; communicate effectively; and, care 

compassionately. This means giving them the resources and confidence upon which to build these skills. 

[ALL KIDS] We want all of our community’s students to succeed. This means ensuring all students have 
access to modern classrooms, high-quality teachers, and support for a future in a trade or professional career 

across the district, not just in town. All kids have what it takes to succeed in school, but this means giving them 
access to higher-level classes and the right advice and counseling for the next steps after twelfth grade. 

[SAFETY] Our community’s first priority is to ensure the health and safety of our students so they can focus 
on learning. We need to invest in the most up-to-date safety requirements and recommendations to ensure 

our school buildings are safe and that we have better control over who is coming in and out of every school. 

[COMPETITIVE] Investing in our community’s schools not only helps our students, it improves the entire 
community. Our neighboring communities have continued to make upgrades over the years; making these 
investments in our district will help us remain competitive. Better schools help build a stronger community, 

which will improve our quality of life, keep crime down, and increase the value of our homes. 

[MCCLEARY] The Washington State Legislature passed a budget intended to fully fund education, but 
their efforts fall short. Their new rules and formulas mean our schools are still short several million 

dollars and have less flexibility about how to spend their resources. Now more than ever, we need to 
make critical investments so children get the high-quality education they need. 
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[MCCLEARY] The Washington State Legislature passed a budget intended to fully fund education, but 
their efforts fall short. Their new rules and formulas mean our schools are still short several million 

dollars and have less flexibility about how to spend their resources. Now more than ever, we need to 
make critical investments so children get the high-quality education they need. 
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Aim Higher 
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64% 
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96% 

91% 

92% 

91% 

87% 

86% 

93% 

Opinion Statements 

[TECH] For our students to be successful, we need to make sure that they have access to technology 
resources and learn how to use them properly. And our community’s students should have access to 

computer science classes in all of our schools. 



21 

Mission 
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[ALL KIDS] We want all of our community’s students to succeed. This means ensuring all students have 
access to modern classrooms, high-quality teachers, and support for a future in a trade or professional career 

across the district, not just in town. All kids have what it takes to succeed in school, but this means giving them 
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[MCCLEARY] The Washington State Legislature passed a budget intended to fully fund education, but 
their efforts fall short. Their new rules and formulas mean our schools are still short several million 

dollars and have less flexibility about how to spend their resources. Now more than ever, we need to 
make critical investments so children get the high-quality education they need. 
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All Kids 
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[TECH] For our students to be successful, we need to make sure that they have access to technology 
resources and learn how to use them properly. And our community’s students should have access to 

computer science classes in all of our schools. 
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61% 

68% 

Strongly Agree Total Agree 

92% 

91% 

[NOT EVERYONE] The reality is that not all students are 
destined for college or more education beyond high 

school and that they don’t all learn the same way. The 
district needs to be realistic and prepare students for 

their next steps, not just trying to prepare kids for college 
when they know it’s not an option. 

[FACILITIES] Not all of our district’s schools are the same. 
Some schools’ buildings date back decades, while others 

are only a few years old. This means that some are in 
need of improvements, while others are much nicer. 

Opinion Statements 

Residents also found the less positive values statements to be 
agreeable.  
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67% 

68% 

Strongly Agree Total Agree 

92% 

91% 

[NOT EVERYONE] The reality is that not all students are 
destined for college or more education beyond high 

school and that they don’t all learn the same way. The 
district needs to be realistic and prepare students for 

their next steps, not just trying to prepare kids for college 
when they know it’s not an option. 

[AIM HIGHER] Many people say that kids in the Marysville 
School District are doing well and that many are not 

interested in going to college and those who are already 
do. But the economy is changing what students will need 

and we should be giving all opportunities to all kids, 
whether that means access to college counseling or 

higher-level classes. We should champion all students and 
help them reach their goals. 

Opinion Statements 

Regardless of how it is framed, residents support the sentiment 
that all students should be supported, whether or not they are 
likely to attend college. 
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Based on what you have seen or heard, which of the following do you think are biggest barriers for student 
success in our district?* 

*Multiple responses accepted. 

24% Poverty 

21% 

18% 

18% 

15% 

13% 

10% 

9% 

6% 

Teachers/staff 

Older school buildings 

Lack of community support for education 

Safety 

Inequity between schools 

Lack of opportunity 

Lack of technology access 

Middle schools 

Residents see poverty and teachers/staff as the biggest barriers 
for students. Older buildings and a lack of community support 
for education are also concerns. 

“Biggest Issues” Question 

Teachers need more support: 9% 



NEWS AND INFORMATION 
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How do you typically receive news and information about schools in the Marysville School District?* 

*Multiple responses accepted. 

25% Local news and radio 

24% 
24% 

22% 
20% 
20% 

13% 
11% 

8% 
8% 

7% 
4% 

2% 
2% 

Everett Herald 

A friend or neighbor 

Your child’s school’s newsletter or e-newsletter 

Mailed community newsletter/annual report 

Marysville Globe 

Teacher or principal emails 

Recorded messages from schools 

School Facebook posts or Twitter 

District or school website 

The Marysville School District’s social media 

North County Outlook 

Seattle Times 

syəcəb Tulalip News 

Local news/radio, the Everett Herald, and friends/neighbors are 
the top sources for information about MSD’s schools. 
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