
IPS COVID-19: Planning Considerations and Guidance for School Re-entry

Indianola Public Schools Position Summary

Indianola Public Schools (IPS) recognizes that public school is fundamental to child and
adolescent development and well-being and provides our students with academic instruction,
social and emotional skills, safety, reliable nutrition, therapy services, school health services,
opportunities for physical activity, and many other benefits.  COVID-19 and its ever-changing
pandemic have led to many school closures including IPS. The American Academy of
Pediatrics “strongly advocates that all policy considerations for the coming school year should
start with a goal of having students physically present in school.” (AAP, 2020) The purpose of
this document and its supporting documents is to safely and responsibly re-open IPS through
effective mitigative measures.

COVID-19 Daily Screening
COVID-19 is a respiratory virus thought to spread mainly from person-to-person: between
people who are in close contact with one another (within about 6 feet) and through respiratory
droplets produced when an infected person coughs, sneezes, or talks. (CDC, 2020) To
protect student and staff health and prevent the spread of COVID-19, IPS encourages
parents and staff to check for the following symptoms/risk factors before sending their
children to school or staff coming to school:

1.Cough
2.Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
3.Chills or repeated shaking with chills
4.Loss of taste or smell
5.Fever or a measured temperature greater than 100.0 degrees Fahrenheit
6.Known physical contact with a person who is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19 if
exposure to the active confirmed case occurred within the last 14 days.
7.Is part of the vulnerable/high risk population

Parents are responsible for screening their child using the provided checklist; if parents send
their child to school, they are certified healthy. Staff will screen themselves and if they come to
work, then they are certifying themselves as healthy. A screening document will be made
available to students and their families as well as IPS staff members. This document should be
used as a resource for anyone who is attending or working at IPS daily. Any student or staff
who is experiencing these symptoms/risk factors should not ride the bus or attend school until
they have received the appropriate testing/health care. If a student or staff tests positive for
COVID-19, they must adhere to the following guidelines as well as the “Too Sick for School
Rules,” before returning to school and/or accessing school bus transportation:

1.The child/staff has no fever 24 hours with no fever-reducing medications.
2.The child’s/staff’s respiratory symptoms have improved (e.g. cough, shortness of
breath) and
3.It has been 5 10 days since the child’s/staff’s COVID-19 symptoms first appeared.
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Parents and staff are encouraged to contact the school nurse and their local health department
for further health guidance concerning a safe return to school. For more information on
COVID-19 please visit
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/s1227-isolation-quarantine-guidance.htmll and
https://coronavirus.health.ok.gov/. “Too Sick for School Rules” can be found in the handbook
and at https://www.ok.gov/health2/documents/Too%20Sick%20for%20School.2015.pdf

Isolation Procedure

●A student who exhibits a fever of 100 degrees or greater will be immediately isolated
in a predetermined room, the parent will be contacted, and the student will be sent
home. The student will be identified in a Google Form and/or staff email for the
necessary staff to communicate with health officials. The school nurse has been
identified as the liaison between the Pittsburg County Health Department and IPS
Administration. Staff experiencing a fever of 100 degrees or greater will also be sent
home.
●Student or staff who has been sent home due to temperature must remain out of school
until fever-free with no fever-reducing medication for at least 24 hours after receiving a
negative COVID-19 test or 5 10 days if no COVID testing is done. During this time, the
student will become a distance learner according to district procedures. Daily off-site
attendance will be taken based on logins.

IPS Practice for Positive Case in School
●A student or staff who has tested positive for COVID-19 will be part of contact
tracing by the Pittsburg County Health Department. Such tracing will require the
whereabouts of the student or staff in the school to be communicated to the County
Health Department.
● Based on the guidance from the Pittsburg County Health Department, parents of
other students who have been in close contact with the student or staff who tested
positive for COVID-19 will be contacted.
● The classroom of the student or staff that tested positive will be thoroughly
cleaned and sanitized. IPS Administration will determine the need for
classroom closure and sibling quarantine based on the guidance of the
Pittsburg County Health Department.
● Grab and go meals will be provided for students who have been placed in
quarantine while at school.
●Any decision to quarantine or close a school site/district with a positive case will be
based on the guidance of the Pittsburg County Health Department and IPS
Administration.
●Letters, texts, or other school communications that a positive COVID-19 case has
been identified will be sent to staff and parents of the class/site with the case.
Communication for proving daily attendance will also be given at that time.
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Indianola Public Schools Mitigative Measures

Eliminating the risk for contracting COVID-19 is impossible, but mitigating the risk in the
school setting can be accomplished by implementing certain strategies.  Mitigative strategies
at IPS will be evidence-based, appropriate for the school-aged child, and easily adjusted for
each individual student, family, and staff member. Physical distancing also referred to as
social distancing is the act of keeping people separated in an effort to limit the spread of
illness. Physical distancing is an effective mitigative measure for limiting the spread of
COVID-19 but may be difficult to implement in the school setting. There is also a conflict
between strict adherence to physical distancing and optimal academic and social-emotional
learning in schools. IPS will implement physical distancing of 3 - 6 feet when feasible. When
physical distancing is not feasible or interferes with optimal learning, IPS will focus on
effective risk mitigation strategies such as hand hygiene and infection prevention education
for staff, students, and families.

IPS will implement other mitigative measures in addition to physical distancing. Those
measures include modeling hand hygiene and healthy behaviors, cleaning and disinfecting
per CDC guidance, and providing COVID-19 information and testing resources to students,
families, and staff. Wearing a mask is an effective mitigative measure.  IPS will follow the
suggestions/recommendations set forward by the State Department of Education and the
State Department of Health concerning grades/places/activities and will recommend
masks/facial coverings for IPS students and staff while indoors and on buses.
Furthermore, if it is possible parents are strongly encouraged to bring the students to school
in their own vehicles.

Bus Strategies for Safety
●Recommend alternate transportation if possible for all bus riders.
●Make hand sanitizer readily available for bus riders upon entering and exiting the bus.
● Bus riders are recommended to wear masks.
●Maximize airflow by opening bus windows when appropriate.
●A seating chart will be used on all bus routes.
●Bus riders will sit with siblings/household members that attend IPS if possible.

Cafeteria Strategies for Safety
●Cohort students by class/grade when feasible.
●Create separate lunch periods to minimize the number of students in the cafeteria
when possible.
● Utilize outdoor spaces when possible. For example, a picnic lunch when
weather permits.

Classroom Strategies for Teachers

● Students, teachers, and staff are recommended to wear a mask or a covering for
their nose and mouth.
● Maximize classroom space
●Placing desks 3 - 6 feet apart when feasible.
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● Cohort classes and/or grade levels to minimize crossover among children and staff
within the school.
●Seating charts (required by all teachers for all classes)
●Wash hands or use hand sanitizer when entering and exiting the classrooms.
● Students who appear or display symptoms of illness based should be sent to the
office and/or nurse’s office for assessment.
●Secondary activity leaders and coaches will continue IPS COVID-19
screening procedures as identified in the Summer Interim Guidance.
● Students with disabilities will have a plan developed and implemented focused on
health and safety, academics, and appropriate related services.
●Teachers, school, counselors, administrators, and staff will provide mental health
support and resources to students and families throughout the pandemic.
●Teachers will be expected to revert to distance learning and virtual
learning as designed by their district when quarantine is required.

Playgrounds/Outdoor Areas

●Students will clean their hands before using the playground equipment.
●Cohort students to limit the size of groups on the playground.

Visitors
●Visitors are encouraged to call the office before arriving on campus.
●Visitors will be limited to the foyer unless pre-screened and approved by the site
administrator or their representative.
●Visitors will be recommended to wear a mask.

Traditional Instruction, Virtual Instruction, and Distance Learning

Parents will have a choice of: Traditional instruction (on campus), Virtual instruction (using
Odysseyware).

Traditional Instruction: Recommended as the primary avenue to assist students and
provides the most beneficial impact with onsite interaction with peers and teachers, access
to school library/computer labs, provided access to breakfast/lunch/3rd meal, and is
sanctioned for extracurricular activities by the OSSAA. It is also recommended for students
that do not have internet/data resources from the home.

Virtual Instruction: Recommended for students that are considered high risk. Students
remain a part of IPS, available for all grades K-12, has 24/7 access to assignments, is
accessible by parents to monitor student progress. Virtual students will be considered in
attendance each school calendar day based on a minimum login and active time of 4 hours.
Credits of completion will be awarded by reaching 100% completion with a 60% overall
grade or higher in the course being credited. Students participating in extracurricular
activities must be on campus a minimum of one class hour per school day.
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Distance Learning: Will only be utilized in the event of school closures, same curriculum
used as Traditional school setting, teachers will communicate through email or Google
Classroom but will be available during scheduled times in order to serve students.
Grants were secured to provide chromebooks for students grades 3-12 (Currently we are
still awaiting the arrival of some of these devices). School WiFi will be open for use from
outdoors. Paper packets will be available for students without WiFi.  Teachers will continue
to correlate lessons and assignments to Oklahoma Academic Standards.  Students will earn
grades in the same manner as in the classroom with graded assignments, quizzes, or tests
completed. Teachers will record grades weekly. Students will be considered in attendance
each day that assignments are completed and turned in to each teacher. Credits will be
earned for courses completed with a 60% grade equivalent.

Sanitizing Procedures
● Hand sanitizer will be available in each room for student and staff use.
● Sanitizing wipes will be available in each room to wipe down desks, chairs, and

touchable surfaces.
● A backpack sanitizing misting machine has been purchased to assist in sanitizing rooms,

lockers, cafeteria, and buses.
● Regular hand washing breaks and procedures will be implemented into class activities.

Summary

IPS values the importance of student and staff health. Procedures and policies concerning
health issues such as COVID-19 are based on guidance from the American Academy of
Pediatrics, Centers for Disease Control, the Oklahoma State Department of Health, and the
Oklahoma State Department of Education. Decisions concerning COVID-19 and other
infectious diseases will be based on these resources along with the recommendations of the
Pittsburg County Health Department and IPS Administration. Procedures and policy may
change as health and safety guidance change.
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Student/Staff Temperature Log for ________________________________

Date Time
Temperature

<100 F
Notes / Other symptoms
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