
 
 

March 6, 2021  

 

Dear WACS Families:  

As we approach a full year since the pandemic began, we are given an opportunity to reflect on “what 
was” in comparison to where we are today.  Last summer we worked together creating plans and finding 
ways to ensure we could return to a level of normalcy in education this school year.  Many of us, 
including myself, were concerned about how long we could continue the level of in-person learning we 
currently provide.  Today, we have achieved this milestone together.  We are deeply thankful for the 
flexibility and patience shown throughout the entire WACS community as we’ve walked together in 
navigating every unexpected twist and turn of the pandemic.  

Since the onset of the pandemic, we’ve emphasized the importance of continuous learning and 
improvement so our learning plan can remain current with every obstacle and opportunity.  We 
anticipated the release of new guidance, or new interpretation of existing guidance, that may allow us to 
bring K-12 students back to full-time, in-person learning five days per week. As of the date of this letter, 
we have not received any new guidance or new interpretation of existing guidance.  

When considering a move to full, in-person learning we need to look at many factors.  These factors 
include transportation, size of classes, elementary and secondary class offerings, classroom sizes and 
guidance from the Department of Health (DOH).  Currently, we adhere to the 6 ft rule and in some 
academic areas a 12 ft rule as stated by the DOH. We continue to monitor if the DOH guidelines will 
allow 3 ft with masks, which would enable us to bring all of our students back.   

We are committed to safely returning all of our students back to WACS as soon as possible.  We’ve been 
working to modify our hybrid learning plan for grades 6-12, so we can gradually bring students back to 
in-person learning.  Please continue to monitor our Facebook and webpages as well as mailings for 
information from the secondary office regarding changes to our learning model.  Our priority is to 
return students safely and adhere to the current guidance noted above by the DOH.   

Our elementary school, grades PK-5, is currently in-person, 5 days per week. Any changes to our learning 
plan will occur in grades 6-12.  Throughout the remainder of the 2020-2021 school year, we will continue 
to offer the fully remote option for our families and students who have chosen to do so. 

WACS will continue to advocate for updated guidance from various agencies to ensure our students have 
the best opportunities to learn and maximize participation in music, athletics and the arts.  Our staff will 
continue the tireless work to provide maximum opportunities to the children of Westfield.  We miss our 
students dearly when they are not with us and we will maintain the spirit needed to ensure they are back 
with us full-time as soon as the State allows.   

Please feel to contact me at 326-2151 as questions arise.  

Be well WACS. 

Mr. Cipolla  

 


