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Good Afternoon Students, Parents/Guardians and Staff: 

 

This week’s report from the Uncas Health District (UHD) shows our 2-week average daily rate 

of new cases of COVID – 19 per 100,000 people for the 2-week period ending February 27th as 

21.8%, up from the 18.8% of our last Friday report. There were 22 new cases during that 2-week 

period February14, 2021 through February 27, 2021. Sadly, our community wide new cases and 

two-week average of new cases continues to increase.  Despite local communities located 

geographically on Lebanon’s borders such as Colchester, Columbia and Franklin still trending 

downward, Lebanon’s Red Alert status continues on the state’s tracking map.  The state’s 

COVID – 19 data are available on the following website,  

https://data.ct.gov/stories/s/COVID-19-data/wa3q-tfvc/  

 

With the above news, our educational programming decisions continue to be monitored closely.  

Despite a number of newly confirmed cases in our schools this week, we will begin Monday with all 

schools in In-Person Learning.  On a case-by-case basis, individual students and staff who have 

become positive for COVID or are considered close contacts know their individual quarantine and 

return-to-school dates.   

 

Once again, I urge everyone to follow state and national mitigation strategies and minimize attendance 

at gatherings, promote mask wearing and handwashing protocols and exercise a minimum of six-foot 

distancing between yourself and others at all times. At the request of our nursing staff, the travel 

advisory information is reprinted below for your convenience.   

  

CT authorities have expressed fear that our familiarity with the safety mitigation strategies will lead to 

complacency and lack of follow-through.  With that in mind, at the request of our tireless school 

nursing staff, I am asking everyone to be mindful of the mitigation strategies when traveling out – of – 

state.  Please remember that should you travel to most other states (not including NY, NJ, and RI), CT 

requires a 10-day quarantine, or a negative COVID test result. Families can go 

to portal.ct.gov/coronavirus/travel for more information.  

 

COVID – 19 Reminders  

COVID – 19 is spread mainly via person-to-person contact through contaminated air droplets from 

coughing and sneezing by an infected person.  As with controlling the spread of other viruses, we urge 

everyone to discuss the following preventive measures with your children and family members: 

 Wash your hands frequently, but especially after using the restroom and before preparing or 

consuming food.  Using soap ad hot water, wash for about 20 seconds.  Be sure to also wash 

your fingertips.  When soap and water are not available, use hand sanitizer. 

https://data.ct.gov/stories/s/COVID-19-data/wa3q-tfvc/
https://portal.ct.gov/coronavirus/travel


 Avoid coughing or sneezing into your hands or in the air.  Always try to cough or sneeze into a 

tissue, then throw the tissue away.  If you don’t have a tissue, cough/sneeze inside the elbow of 

your arm. 

 As much as you can, avoid touching your eyes, mouth, and nose. 

 Wear a face covering (mask) whenever there is a likelihood that you or your family members 

will be in the presence of others. 

 Maximize social distancing between yourself and others when outside of your home. 

 

COVID – 19 Testing Information 

The state of CT publishes guidance on when people should get tested on this website, 

https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Covid-19-Knowledge-Base/COVID-19Testing  You will find a link 

there to assist you in locating testing online. 

 

Important Notes:  
 

 As promised, our Athletic Directors (AD) are monitoring our competitive sports programs very 

carefully.  They have cultivated shared responsible approaches between home and visiting 

teams and that is key to conducting safe games.  By now you know that our M.S. Boys 

Basketball game with East Hampton, scheduled for today, has been canceled.  East Hampton 

staff informed our Middle School AD of a confirmed case of COVID on the East Hampton 

team. All contact tracing based on the onset of symptoms has cleared all of our MS players. As 

I am sure you know, and by way of this example, monitoring such cases involves more than 

just reporting.  Our MS Girls Basketball team is unaffected by the case. 

 

 Please note that our Tuesday, March 9th, regular BOE meeting will be an In-Person 

meeting at 7:30 p.m.  It will also be live-streamed on YouTube at the link below, should 

you choose to view it online.  Please note attendance in-person requires mask wearing, a 

minimum of 6 feet of social distancing and no food items for consumption within the 

public area. 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iOD5ZgbuTmI 

 

 Finally, please enjoy a bit of happy spring news.  We have two new additions to the farm at 

Lyman Memorial High School.  Meet our two new lambs, safely arrived and already making 

their own noise in the barn, shown below. 

 

Have a safe weekend and enjoy it in good health. As always, please contact 

me with any questions or concerns. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

                                           Patricia A. Ciccone, Interim Superintendent 

https://portal.ct.gov/Coronavirus/Covid-19-Knowledge-Base/COVID-19Testing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iOD5ZgbuTmI

