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District Update
Dear Students, Parents, and Community 
Members:

Welcome to the 2023-2024 school year!

Iola-Scandinavia was the first stop in my career 
in education back in 1994 when I was hired as a 
middle school math teacher and coach. Upon my 
arrival, I was fortunate that I felt that I was wel-
comed with open arms. I have worn many hats 
throughout the years and all those experiences 
have given me opportunities to see the district 
with a different lens.

I am thankful and proud of the education that the 
Iola-Scandinavia Schools have given to both of 
my children. They both attended Iola-Scandina-
via Schools from kindergarten through their high 
school graduation. They had great role models 
in the schools and the community to help them 
become the adults they are today.

It truly “takes a village” to raise a child and it is 
an honor to serve as the District Administrator 
for the Iola-Scandinavia School District. I hope 
to continue to work with the community and 
schools together to raise all of the future gradu-
ates of Iola-Scandinavia.

The entire staff has been working very hard over 
the summer. Teachers have been collaborating in 
meetings, attending workshops, and reviewing/
revising their curriculum so they can give the stu-
dents of Iola-Scandinavia the best education they 
can. The custodian, maintenance, and office staff 
have been working very hard this summer getting 
everything ready for the beginning of the year.  

They take great pride in their work so when you 
see them make sure to say hello and thank them 
for their work.

Finally, the principals and directors are work-
ing diligently to ensure the students and staff of 
Iola-Scandinavia Schools have all the resources 

they need to be successful in 
the upcoming school year.

We have quite a few new edu-
cators that are excited to meet 
the students and families of 
the Iola-Scandinavia School 
District. Please help me wel-
come them to our schools and 
community

• Ms. Jan Bue-Wells — Middle/High School 
Principal

• Mr. Tanner Bockhop — Middle School Math
• Mrs. Wendy Bonikowske — High School  

Special Education
• Mr. James Komp — 5th grade teacher
• Mr. Connor Drath — 4th grade teacher
• Ms. Emma Pagel — 1st grade teacher
• Ms. Maria Stake — Elementary Special  

Education
• Mrs. Erin Bruno — Elementary/Early  

Childhood Special Education. 

During the summer there has been extensive 
work done to update the Technology Education 
(shop) area of the high school. Walls have been 
removed to open up the area, the HVAC system 
has been removed and replaced to be more effi-
cient, new welding booths have been installed, 
and an exhaust system has been added for the 
welding booths and new plasma cutter.

The high school gym had new bleachers installed 
this summer as well. The bleachers have aisles 
and steps that will make it much easier for people 
to navigate their way into the stands.  The public 
is invited to see these updates at the high school 
during the Open House from 5:30-7 p.m. on 
Wednesday, August 30.  

As we transition into the 2023-2024 school year 
communication is key to a harmonious relation-
ship with students, staff, and administrators. 
Please communicate with your student(s) to stay 
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Welding booth walls were reconstructed and emergen-
cy shutoffs were mounted to the walls and ready to 
paint.

current with what they are learning and doing in 
school. If you have questions please communicate 
with their teacher. Remember the three c’s 
of effective communication. Be clear, be 
consistent, and be courteous.

I invite you to visit our website at www.
iola.k12.wi.us. You will find valuable cur-
rent information about our schools and 
district throughout the site. You may also 
be interested in following the district on 
social media via Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram. You can also download the I-S 

Thunderbird App to your phone to get important 
information and updates.

Finally,  I would encourage you to take an 
active role in the Iola-Scandinavia Schools 
so that we can continue to provide a great 
education in a great place.

Go Thunderbirds!!

Chris Nelson
District Administrator
Iola-Scandinavia School District
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Elementary School Update
Welcome to a brand new school year. All of us at 
I-S Elementary School want to make this a suc-
cessful year for your child. We are proud of our 
staff and students and invite you to be involved at 
I-S Elementary School.

Everyone is on a journey of experience and ev-
eryone’s journey looks a little different. A child’s 
school experience is a big part of their develop-
ment. We are committed to helping your students 
learn, develop and grow in all aspects in and 
outside of the classroom. It is our goal to pro-
vide instruction that facilitates critical thinking, 
collaboration, communication and the creativity 
of students. We want to prepare every student 
with essential skills and knowledge that will open 
doors of opportunity and promote their success 
in our ever changing world. 

Thank you to the entire staff at I-S Elementary for 
all their hard work and dedication throughout the 
summer. Teachers attended classes, conferences 
and worked on curriculum. The office, mainte-
nance, custodial, food service and transportation 
departments worked hard to make sure every-
thing was ready for the start of the year. Every-
one is working together to ensure a positive and 
successful school year for all students.

We do have some staff that are switching roles:  

• Mrs. Fredy — Kindergarten
• Miss Thurs — 3rd grade
• Mrs. Bruno — Early Childhood/Special  

Education
• Mrs. Konkol — Lead Extended Learning  

Center EA.

I would like to welcome Miss Maria Stake, Miss 
Emma Pagel, Mr. Connor Drath, and Mr. Jim 
Komp to our Thunderbird family. Miss Stake 
will be joining our special education department, 
Miss Pagel will be teaching first grade, Mr. Drath 
will be joining our fourth grade team and Mr. 
Komp will be teaching fifth and sixth grade sci-

ence/social studies.

I am a big believer that there 
is power in numbers and 
when we work together, our 
students will thrive. Our 
community has a great op-
portunity to support, nurture, 
and care for our students to 
provide an environment that 
encourages each child to be respectful, responsi-
ble, kind and safe to maximize their learning and 
life experiences. I am excited to be a part of that 
experience and look forward to working with all 
of you. 

Communication is very important. You are en-
couraged to keep the lines of communication 
open with your child’s teacher(s) throughout the 
school year. Also, please take advantage of our 
school website and district social media sites.

I-SES will be welcoming students and families 
for our back to school open house on Wednes-
day, August 30, from 5-6:30 p.m. Please drop off 
school supplies and meet your child’s teacher.

Our students and staff are focused on learning 
and leading, today and tomorrow. Thank you for 
the opportunity to work with your children this 
year. Have a wonderful year! 

With gratitude,

Stacey Wester
Elementary School Principal

Reminders about the elementary school day
• You will be able to see who your child’s teach-

er is starting August 23 via Skyward Fami-
ly Access. If you don’t have a family access 
account, or if you’ve forgotten your password 
please contact the elementary office at 715-
445-2411 x1202. Continued
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Food Service Update
Welcome back to a new school year! We hope 
everyone had a nice summer!

The Iola-Scandinavia School District offers nu-
tritious meals daily to meet the growing needs 
of children based on the Dietary Guidelines for 
Americans. School lunches and breakfasts include 
more fruits, vegetables, and whole grain-rich 
foods; only fat-free or low-fat milk; food portions 
that are age appropriate; less saturated fat, trans 
fat and sodium. Healthy eating is important to 
everyone. After all, we all want to have energy, be 
healthy, and stay well.  

Your child can learn good habits for life by mak-
ing healthy food choices and getting proper 
exercise now. Encourage your children to try 
new foods and to eat the healthy foods offered at 
school lunch and breakfast.

School lunch is still a value at only $2.75 daily for 
students 4K-6 and $3.05 daily for students 7-12. 
Extra entrees are available to all MS/HS students 
for $1.50 regardless  of their free or reduced 
status. Breakfast will be offered at the elementary 
school at a cost of $1.70 daily and breakfast will 
be offered at the MS/HS for $2.00. Milk prices 

are $.50. Your children may 
qualify for free meals or for 
reduced price meals. Re-
duced price for lunch is $.40 
per day for students 4K-12. 
Breakfast will be offered free 
to those students who qualify 
for reduced price meals (4K-
12).  Menus are available on 
the school district’s website. 

We don’t know what to expect this year as far as 
food supply and availability, so please be pre-
pared for last minute menu changes.

We are looking forward to a new school year and 
as always welcome any comments or suggestions 
you may have.  Please feel free to contact me if 
you have any questions.

Additional information on child nutrition, school 
meals food assistance programs and services can 
be found at www.fns.usda.gov.

Diane Pedersen
Food Service Director

• September 5 is picture day for 4K-6th grade 
students. Morning and afternoon 4K classes 
will have their pictures taken on this day. 

• Children not feeling well will be sent home. 
Please update all contact information in Sky-
ward, including emergency contacts.

• Please access Skyward Family Access to pay 
for milk tickets, lunch, and materials fees. 
Please contact the elementary office if you 
need access to Skyward.

• The elementary school building will welcome 
students into the building at 7:45 a.m. with 
school starting at 8:05 a.m. Students will re-
port directly to their classroom or to breakfast 
upon arrival.

• The Iola-Scandinavia Fitness and Aquatic 

Center will be offering before school program-
ming. Please contact them for details.

• If it’s necessary to pick up your child prior to 
regular dismissal, please call the office or stop 
by  the Velkommen Room and your child will 
be called to meet you.

• Please do not park directly in front of the 
school from 7:40 a.m.-3:30 p.m. This is for 
bus loading and unloading and needs to be 
kept open in case of an emergency. Please 
drop off/pick up students  in the designated 
area by the flagpole or in the parking lot. 

• For safety purposes, Division Street is a one-
way street going east from John Street to State 
Highway 49 before school starts each day.

Continued
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Middle/High School Update
Before I tell you about the exciting things hap-
pening at the Middle/High School, I would like 
to introduce myself. My name is Jan Bue-Wells 
and I am the new building principal. I am coming 
from Milton, a community in southern Wiscon-
sin, where I spent time as a mathematics teacher, 
school board member, and associate principal.  
My summer has been spent settling into a new 
district, new job, and new home. 

The atmosphere in July of a school building is 
a busy-quiet. Our Buildings and Grounds crew 
made their way through each room fixing, clean-
ing, and waxing. Outside contractors have been 
here installing new bleachers in the gym (lower 
right) and remodeling the technical education 
area. The middle school/high school leadership 
team has been working on some changes to the 
first day of school and TREK for the upcoming 
school year. Finally, many teachers have been 
writing curriculum and attending to their own 
learning. 

As the calendar changed to August, the atmo-
sphere also changed. Having rested and re-
charged both students and staff started to trickle 
into the building bringing an optimistic energy 
with them.  Football players told me how tired 
they were after their first practice. Summer 
school students talked about the new foods they 
were making. Staff shared stories of time spent 
with family. As we progress through August and 
the following activities the energy will continue to 
increase greatly. 

• Student Registration is currently happening 
online. The link to register students can be 
found on the district website. 

• On August 21, we will welcome new teachers 
to our district. At the Middle/High School we 
have Tanner Bockhop, who will be teaching 
mathematics at our middle school and Wen-
dy Bonikowske, who will be providing special 
education services at the high school. 

• August 30 from 5:30-7 p.m. students, fam-

ilies, and community 
members are invited to 
the Middle/High School 
for an open house. Teach-
ers will be present to 
meet their students and if 
registered, students will 
be able to pick up their 
chromebook.  Even if you 
don’t have children in the 
building, please stop by to see our facilities 
and check out the newly remodeled technical 
education area.

• The first day of school will be Tuesday, Sep-
tember 5. A day full of fun new things is being 
planned by the leadership team. Students will 
report to the gym to start the day. 

There are still a few more weeks before the build-
ing is full of students and staff. Enjoy this time. I 
look forward to meeting and working with every-
one this year. 

Jan Bue-Wells
Middle/High School Principal
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Assessment Update
The Iola-Scandinavia School District is continu-
ally working to improve our assessment system, 
and use data from those assessments to guide 
decisions we make about instruction and curric-
ulum. ISSD uses three different kinds of assess-
ments: summative, interim, and classroom.

Summative assessments are given yearly, and 
include the Forward Exam for 3rd through 8th 
grade and 10th grade, the ACT for 11th grade 
students, the PreACT for 9th and 10th grade stu-
dents, and the ACCESS test for select students.

Our interim assessments are given two to three 
times a year. We use iReady Diagnostics for stu-
dents in kindergarten through 9th grade in both 
math and reading.

Classroom assessments are ongoing throughout 
the year and come in many forms. Some are for-
mative, helping teachers and students understand 
current levels of skill and knowledge, while others 
are summative in nature, informing students and 
teachers of learning at the end of a unit or lesson. 
Still, other assessments include observation of 
student skill and knowledge. 

This variety of assessment offers teachers and 
other stakeholders an extensive look at the 
strengths and areas of growth for each student.

Assessment Dates for the 2023-24 School Year

While classroom assessments are ongoing 
throughout the year, interim and summative as-
sessment dates have already been set. Please take 
note of the following:

Iola-Scandinavia Elementary Assessment Dates/ 
Windows
K-6th Grade iReady Diagnostic
• September 5-October 13, 2024 (Fall Window)
• January 8-February 9, 2024 (Winter Window)
• May 6-31, 2024 (Spring Window)

3rd - 6th Grade Wisconsin Forward Testing: 
April 1- 26, 2024

Iola-Scandinavia Middle/High School Assessment 
Dates/Windows
iReady Diagnostic (7th- 9th)
• September 11-15, 2023 (Fall Window)
• January 15-18, 2024 (Winter Window)
• May 6-10, 2024 (Spring Window)

7th & 8th Grade Wisconsin Forward Testing:  
April 8-15, 2024
10th Grade Wisconsin Forward Testing: March 
19, 2024
9th & 10th Grade PreACT: April 10, 2024
11th Grade ACT: March 12, 2024

If you have any questions or concerns regard-
ing assessment, please contact Jan Bue-Wells 
(bue-wellsj@iola.k12.wi.us) at the Middle/High 
School, Stacey Wester (westers@iola.k12.wi.us) 
at the Elementary School, or Tamela McCartney 
(mccartneyt@iola.k12.wi.us), District Assessment 
Coordinator.

FCCLA Update
As we begin the 2023-24 school year let your 
journey take you to try out FCCLA.  FCCLA 
can offer you opportunities in competitive 
events, leadership, travel and new friend-
ships.  Watch for more information as the 
school year begins.

Our FCCLA leaders for the year are Vivian 
Stelse, Myah Heschke, Maci Heschke, Mad-
die Much, Kyleigh Knutson, Jordynn Sullivan, 
Hailey Johnson and Avah Weinreis.  These 
leaders are planning an exciting year of activ-
ities and opportunities for competition and 
volunteering.
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Welcome New Teachers/
Tanner Bockhop
Middle School Math

Where have you lived?
Dodgeville, Wis.
Where have you attended 
school?
UW-Whitewater
Please tell us a lit-
tle about your family 
(spouse, children, siblings, etc.).
I am the oldest of three siblings. I have a younger 
brother and sister.
Why have you chosen a career in   
education?
I chose a career in education because I am pas-
sionate about helping students learn and grow to 
reach their full potential.
What are some of your interests or  
hobbies?
I enjoy watching and playing sports, while also 
spending days on the lake or fishing.
What is your favorite travel destination?
My favorite travel destination is Hilton Head, 
S.C.
Are you a sports fan and what are your 
favorite teams?
Yes, my favorite teams are the Packers, Brewers, 
Bucks, and any Wisconsin Badger team.
Do you volunteer?  If so, where?
I have volunteered at a variety of youth baseball 
programs in my hometown.
What is an interesting fact about you?
I am a left-handed writer, but I do everything else 
in life with my right hand.
What drew you to the Iola-Scandinavia 
School District?
The opportunity to join a small town school dis-
trict, which is where I have come from. While also 
getting the opportunity to teach middle school 
math, where I feel I can help students learn and 
grow the best! 

Erin Bruno
Early Childhood

Where have you lived? 
Grew up in Grafton, Wis. 
Bought our first house in Plo-
ver, and then on to Mondovi, 
Wis. From there we moved 
to Plainview, Minn. Spent 10 
years in Horace, N.D., and 
finally landed in Iola.
Where have you attended school?
UW-Stevens Point
Please tell us a little about your family 
(spouse, children, siblings, etc.).
I married my high school sweetheart and cele-
brated 23 years in August. I have two children, 
Phillip and Miranda. Phillip graduated from Iola 
and is attending North Dakota State University 
and Miranda will be a senior at I-S.
Why have you chosen a career in   
education?
After being a stay at home mom, I wanted to work 
while my kids were in school and home when 
they were home.  I applied to be an assistant at 
a Preschool and quickly became one of the Pre-
school teachers.  When I went to work at an Ele-
mentary school and was a Reading Intervention 
Para I realized that education is where I belong. 
Working with children is so rewarding and when 
we moved to Iola I was very excited to apply at 
the Elementary School and I was hired as an EA.  
Last year I was the ELC Director and this year I 
will be going back to school and I am excited for 
my first year as the Early Childhood Special Ed 
teacher. 
What are some of your interests or  
hobbies?
Dance is a huge part of my life and has been since 
I was 3. 
What is your favorite travel destination?
North Dakota!  Sounds funny because who loves 
to go to North Dakota but I love going back there 
to see all the friends we made along the way and I 
get to see Phillip.
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Staff to Iola-Scandinavia!
Do you have any pets?
Tell us a little about them. I have one black lab 
named Fargo.
Are you a sports fan and what are your 
favorite teams?
Packers and Brewers.
Do you volunteer? If so, where?
Yes, I volunteer at Heroes Harvest, a non-profit 
veteran organization my husband is the Associate 
Director of.
What is an interesting fact about you?
I have no cousins       
What drew you to the Iola-Scandinavia 
School District?
When we moved back to Wisconsin from North 
Dakota we chose to live in Iola and I wanted to 
continue in education and am very happy they 
had an opportunity for me.  

Jan Bue-Wells
Middle School/High School 
Principal

Where have you lived?
Grew up in Evansville Wis., 
spent time teaching in Brook-
field, Wis., and for the past 
25 years have lived in Milton, 
Wis. I now live in Iola. 
Where have you attended school?
Evansville High School, UW-Whitewater, and 
UW-Milwaukee.
Please tell us a little about your family 
(spouse, children, siblings, etc.).
I have one daughter who just graduated from 
UW-Eau Claire in Creative Writing and Spanish. 
She is working in a bookstore while she looks for 
a full time job in the publishing industry. I have 
one son who recently graduated from high school. 
He will be taking some online classes for criminal 
justice while he plays hockey in a junior develop-
ment program. 
Why have you chosen a career in   
education?
From the time I was 5 years old, I was telling peo-

ple that I was going to be a teacher. It was never 
really a choice, just a fact. The only thing that 
changed was WHAT I was going to teach. My first 
thought was Music Education. I entered college 
as an English major, but finally chose Mathemat-
ics. I stay in education because of the interactions 
with students. There is no greater reward than 
seeing the light go on above a student’s head as 
they learn and grow. 
What are some of your interests or   
hobbies?
In the cooler months I do a lot of reading. In the 
warmer months I like to be outside working in 
the yard, gardening, or hiking. 
What is your favorite travel destination?
I don’t have a favorite destination but I do love 
to travel. My kids and I have traveled to all 50 
states, Mexico, Canada, and Spain. When I was 
in college, I visited several European countries. I 
don’t often return to places I’ve visited, choosing 
instead to go someplace different. 
Do you have any pets?  Tell us a little about 
them.
I have a husky who leaves tumbleweeds of hair all 
over my house and loves to go for walks. 
Are you a sports fan and what are your 
favorite teams?
I am not athletically coordinated and didn’t play 
sports growing up. I don’t watch a lot of profes-
sional sports but do like to watch youth and high 
school sports. I went to lots of soccer and hockey 
games while my children were involved. 
Do you volunteer?  If so, where?
While in Milton, I was a member and for five 
years served as President of the Optimist Club. It 
is a club devoted to providing various opportuni-
ties for children in the community. 
What is an interesting fact about you?
When I was 25 I did a static line skydive. While 
the parachute bag opened, the parachute chords 
were all twisted together and the parachute was 
not opening properly. Thankfully I had paid 
attention to the instructor during training about 
this situation and was able to spin myself around 
in the air and open the parachute. 
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What drew you to the Iola-Scandinavia 
School District?
The two school districts that I’ve spent the most 
time in, Evansville and Milton, while a bit bigger 
than Iola-Scandinavia, both have a small town 
feel. I’m comfortable with that and prefer the in-
dividualized and personal attention that students 
have in a smaller school district. 

Connor Drath
Fourth Grade

Where have you lived?
Ogdensburg, Wis.
Where have you attended 
school? 
Iola-Scandinavia Elementary 
and High School, UW- 
Stevens Point. 
Please tell us a little about your family 
(spouse, children, siblings, etc.).
I have one brother, who is a couple years younger 
than me. 
Why have you chosen a career in   
education?
Had some teachers make great impacts on my life 
and wanted to do the same for others. 
What are some of your interests or  
hobbies?
Hunting, fishing, sports.
What is your favorite travel destination?
Alaska, Italy or France.
Do you have any pets? 
One dog that enjoys going for walks. Also enjoys 
going for rides. 
Are you a sports fan and what are your 
favorite teams?
Love football, basketball and baseball. Enjoy 
cheering on the Wisconsin Badgers, Green Bay 
Packers, Milwaukee Brewers and Bucks. 
Do you volunteer?  If so, where?
Iola Car Show. Coach football and basketball at 
I-S.
What is an interesting fact about you?
Grew up on a ginseng farm. 
What drew you to the Iola-Scandinavia 
School District?
Being a graduate and wanting to make a differ-
ence like teachers did for me. 

James (Jim) Komp
Fifth Grade

Where have you lived?
Currently living in Waupaca. 
Grew up in Peshtigo, Wis.
Where have you attended 
school?
Peshtigo High School,  
University of Minnesota-
Duluth.
Please tell us a little about your family 
(spouse, children, siblings, etc.). 
Wife-Sarah (NICU Nurse). Daughter Madeline, 
15, a sophomore in high school. Sons Carson, 14, 
8th grade, Connor, 10, 5th grade. Dog Millie
Why have you chosen a career in   
education? 
I love working with kids and helping them grow 
and achieve their potential.
What are some of your interests or   
hobbies?
I love sports, basketball being my favorite. I coach 
both of my boys’ travel teams. I also love watch-
ing musicals with my daughter. I read.
What is your favorite travel destination?
My favorite trip I have been on was a trip to Col-
orado, we visited Rocky Mountain National Park, 
Mt. Princeton hot springs resort, and we went to 
the peak of Pike’s Peak.  My wife and I have also 
traveled to Las Vegas a few times.
Do you have any pets?
Millie is our brown petite goldendoodle. She loves 
to cuddle and meet new people.
Are you a sports fan, and what are your 
favorite teams?
I love sports, and I am a fan of most Wisconsin 
teams. I love watching the Green Bay Packers, 
Milwaukee Brewers, and Milwaukee Bucks.
Do you volunteer?  If so, where?
I serve as the President of the Waupaca Youth 
Basketball Club. I also volunteer during the sum-
mer as a baseball coach.
What drew you to the Iola-Scandinavia 
School District?
Iola has a reputation for being a very positive 
district to work in. I want to be part of a strong 
team with strong leadership that is committed to 
helping students meet their potential.
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Emma Pagel
First Grade

Where have you lived?
I lived in Scandinavia until I 
was 3, when me and my mom 
and dad moved to Waupaca, 
where my parents still live.
Where have you attended 
school?
I attended school in the Waupaca School District 
all through my years of grade school. I then at-
tended UW-Stevens Point for college.
Why have you chosen a career in   
education?
I became an educator to play a much larger role 
in a child’s life than just being their teacher. I 
want to use my job as an educator to become a 
role model for my students and colleagues to look 
up to in their everyday lives. It is my goal to be 
the best I can possibly be for my students and col-
leagues, inside and outside of the school setting. 
As an educator I want to build connections with 
my students as well as my colleagues that will not 
only last for the school year as well as proceeding 
years. Doing this, I hope that as a leader they will 
be able to look up to me and give their best in 
everything they do in return.
What are some of your interests or   
hobbies?
I love to be outside and boating in the summer. 
I love to hang out with my family and friends 
during my free time as well. 
What is your favorite travel destination?
Saint Petersburg, Fla. I have been there since 
before I was born and I shared a lot of fun family 
times there.
Are you a sports fan and what are your 
favorite teams?
I am a die-hard Green Bay Packers fan. My family 
has season tickets to the home games so I have 
been going for a very long time. I love all Wiscon-
sin sport teams and love to watch as well!
What drew you to the Iola-Scandinavia 
School District?
I love the small town feel as I have grown up in a 
small town. I feel as though you have such a great 
bond between the school and the community and 
everyone is willing to help everyone. 

Maria Stake
Elementary Special Education

Greetings! My name is Ma-
ria Stake, I attended school 
K-12 at Wautoma Area School 
District, and furthered my 
education at UW-Eau Claire, 
where I lived until obtaining 
my degree in both Elementa-
ry and Special Education in 2022. After living in 
Wautoma and Eau Claire, I traveled to Houston, 
where I connected with family, community, and 
school districts there. I have an amazing family, 
my two lovely parents who still live in the beau-
tiful home I grew up in, with my younger brother 
who is currently getting his Education and Histo-
ry degrees at UW-Whitewater.

Together my family has a cat and dog, Draco and 
Blue, who keep my parents’ empty nest syndrome 
at bay. I now live in Stevens Point and am excited 
to start with the Iola-Scandinavia School District, 
a school that easily drew me in with their commu-
nity and support for passionate teachers such as 
myself. 

I chose this career in education because I felt like 
it was my calling. I always wanted to be the teach-
er at the front of the room when I was a student, 
wanted to further my knowledge continuously, 
and help students find the joy in learning. I don’t 
think I’ll ever lose sight of how fun learning can 
be and how necessary knowledge — in any capac-
ity — is for students of all ages.

Some of my favorite hobbies include reading, 
writing, painting, listening to any type of music 
and of course visiting my family. If I were able 
to travel more often, I would head back to Costa 
Rica, I’ve been once, and can’t wait to visit again.

An interesting fact about me is that I have an 
unique way that I use language, or in other words, 
the quirky way that I speak. You often find me us-
ing goofy words or old, odd, unusual vocabulary 
in day-to-day life, saying things incredibly wrong, 
combining words together, or hilariously messing 
up classic sayings. 
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Fight Cancer Night Set for Oct. 12
Join us on Thursday, October 12, for our “Fight Cancer” volleyball 
match against Rosholt. Let’s pack the gym with fans, fighters, sur-
vivors and honor all those in our hearts that have been affected by 
this horrible disease. The night will be filled with events that include 
volleyball, raffles, a tribute and lots of fun games to raise money for 
community members who are affected by cancer.

We have started collecting donations and raffle basket prizes, if you 
would like to donate a basket please contact Kori Printz at printzk@
iola.k12.wi.us, 715-445-2411 ext. 1502. Watch the district Facebook 
page for updates.  Here are some of the prizes already collected.

Wendy Bonikowske
Middle/High School Special Education

Where have you lived?
Waupaca, Iola, and Scandinavia. 
Where have you attended school? 
Iola-Scandinavia High School and 
UW-Stevens Point.
Please tell us a little about your 
family. 
Married to Bart, have two daughters, Brenna and 
Brooke, both have graduated from Iola-Scandina-
via, and went on to college.
Why have you chosen a career in   
education?
I like to make a difference in the lives of students.
Do you have any pets? 
Yes, I take care of my daughter’s dog Chip (a chi 
min pin) and my other daughter’s cat Stitch while 
they are away at school. I also have another cat 
Nala.

What are some of your interests/
hobbies?
Streaming movies/TV series, bowling, 
baking, and fishing.
Are you a sports fan and what are 
your favorite teams?
I enjoy watching high school/middle 
school sports. The T-Birds are my favor-
ite team!
Do you volunteer?  If so, where?

I have volunteered as a Girl Scout leader in Iola 
and coached Pee Wee cheerleading for the  
Iola-Scandinavia Firebirds.
What is an interesting fact about you?
Was born on a Marine base in North Carolina on 
Christmas Eve! The nurse was not happy to be 
there, I heard.
What drew you to the Iola-Scandinavia 
School District?
I grew up here, raised my family here, and have 
many relatives in this area.


