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Elementary School Update
WOW! Where has the time gone?  It is amazing 
how quickly this school year has gone, and it 
is true that time flies when you are having fun! 
Thank you for a great school year! It has been 
a pleasure to serve you this past year at I-S El-
ementary and I am looking forward to another 
great year beginning on September 5th!

Reflecting back, it has become obvious what an 
outstanding school district we have in Iola-Scan-
dinavia. This year has been a very positive one 
for our district. Our students continue to excel 
both academically and co-curricularly. We have a 
building filled with some of the most caring, nur-
turing, and dedicated staff in the area. The time, 
effort, and focus that all staff gives to our students 
is very impressive! We are lucky to have such a 
great community and school system! 

Congratulations to our sixth grade students as 
they move up the hill and begin their middle 
school careers. As with the ending of every year, 
there are always new beginnings! The entire staff 
thanks the students and families for all the won-
derful memories through the year. We will miss 
them but are excited to watch them grow.

There are a number of new beginnings for our 
staff as well. I am excited to announce that Mrs. 
Fredy will be teaching kindergarten, Miss Thurs 
will be teaching 3rd grade, and Mrs. Breyhan will 
be our math interventionist.

Mrs. Davy, Mrs. Fechter, Mrs. Sprangers, and 
Mrs. Wiersma will be retiring at the end of this 
school year. I would like to extend gratitude to 
Mrs. Davy, Mrs. Fechter, Mrs. Sprangers, and 
Mrs. Wiersma for their many years of dedicat-
ed service to the students, staff, and community 
of Iola and Scandinavia. Henry Adams said “A 
teacher affects eternity; he or she can never tell 
where his influence stops.” Mrs. Davy, Mrs. Fech-
ter, Mrs. Sprangers, and Mrs. Wiersma’s impact 
stretches farther than they will ever know. Con-
gratulations to all four amazing educators.

At this time, I would like to 
say thank you to all of the 
people that make I-S Elemen-
tary such a great place. Thank 
you to the wonderful and car-
ing staff that work with kids 
planning lessons and activi-
ties. Thank you for our sup-
port staff that work to provide 
communication, safety, and 
keep our facilities looking great.

Every day I am reminded by how amazing our 
community truly is. The amount of care, compas-
sion, and support that our community expresses 
throughout the year is staggering.  Community 
members and organizations continually reach out 
offering donations of food, money, and supplies. 
Your kindness and generosity is greatly appre-
ciated. Thank you for everything you do for I-S 
Elementary. 

Lastly, I sincerely want to thank all parents/
guardians for all you have done and will contin-
ue to do for your child. A parent is a child’s first 
teacher. Learning happens in everyday moments 
you share with your child. Keep learning this 
summer!

With sincere gratitude and appreciation,

Mrs. Stacey Wester
Elementary School Principal

Second grade students 
studied habitats at 
Bay Beach Wildlife 
Preserve.
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High School Update
We had a great end to the school year.  We had 
48 seniors receive their high school diplomas at 
the graduation ceremony on May 28. We also 
had many of our spring sports athletes compet-
ing deep into the post season and we had several 
athletes compete in the WIAA state track and 
field meet.  This is a wonderful experience for the 
students, the school, and the community. 

I would like to welcome the new staff that will be 
joining us next school year at the Middle/High 
School.  They are marvelous additions to the Io-
la-Scandinavia School District.

Mr. Tanner Bockhop – Middle School Math 
Teacher.

Ms. Jan Bue-Wells – Middle/High School
Principal.

Hopefully, families are enjoying the summer and 
all of the activities that come with the warmer 
weather and time off. Students should also take 
the summer as an opportunity to grow by getting 
a part-time job, going for a bike ride, traveling, 
camping, exploring, and spending time with fam-
ily and friends. These experiences will shape the 
students’ lives and help them grow socially in the 
world around them.  

Students also should be growing academically 
over the summer. There are a number of ways 
that students can maintain the academic skills 
that they have learned over the course of the year.

1. Make a goal to read every day. Make a list of 
interests and use your local library to help you 
find a few good books. Maybe you could read 
with friends and discuss what you have read.

2. Make a goal to write. Some ideas might be to 
keep a journal of summer activities, sit out-
side and write about what you see around you, 
write poetry, write about who or what you 
want to become. Just write.

3. Keep your math mind 
sharp. Plan on doing math 
throughout the summer. 
There are many free re-
sources to help maintain 
and grow your math skills.  
https://illuminations.
nctm.org/ is a free website 
hosted by NCTM.  It has 
lessons and activities from 
grades 6-8 and 9-12.  https://www.khanac-
ademy.org/ Khan Academy is another free 
resource that has activities, tutors, videos, and 
games to stimulate the math mind.

As we look forward to the 2023-24 school year we 
are planning a student, parent and community 
open house on Wednesday, August 30 from 5:30 
p.m. - 7:00 p.m. at the Middle/High School.  

The middle and high school staff (teachers, coun-
selors, and administrators) will be available for 
you to meet and talk to in addition to answer 
any questions you may have about the upcoming 
school year. Students are welcome to bring school 
supplies for the beginning of the school year and 
lock them in their lockers during this time.   

All students who are entering the 7th grade this 
fall will be invited to our “Level Up” Middle 
School Orientation on August 24. The program 
will let students get to know their new building, 
the staff members at the middle school, and re-
connect with friends. Please mark your calendars 
and invitation will go out this summer.

Have a great summer and keep learning!!

Mr. Chris Nelson 
Middle/High School Principal
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Community Service Day
By Myah Heschke and Vivian Stelse

On May 3, the Iola-Scandinavia High School 
student body participated in the annual Commu-
nity Service Day. This year almost 200 students 
helped our community in many different ways! 

With our National Honor Society chairing this 
biannual event, our student body embraced the 
opportunity to give back to the awesome commu-
nity that supports our school. Students cleaned 
up the roadside along Highway G, raked many 
lawns around the neighborhood, pulled invasive 
species at Myklebust, organized the Historical 
Society, and many other things!

Overall the students had a great time getting in 
touch with the community that supports them. 
We plan on doing our fall community service day 
in early October to continue making Iola a better 
place!

If you have any ideas please contact Tamela Mc-
Cartney at mccartneyt@iola.k12.wi.us  and Travis 
Bassett at bassettt@iola.k12.wi.us. Thank you so 
much for your support!
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FCCLA Update
By Maddie Much

FCCLA has made some huge steps in the past 
couple months! We would just like to start out 
by thanking our officers and members for such a 
great year! President: Marin Hoyord, Vice Presi-
dent: Lilly Fuhs, Treasurer: Myah Heschke, Sec-
retary: Maci Heschke, Public Relations Officer: 
Maddie Much, and Committee Chair of Fundrais-
ing: Vivian Stelse.

We would also like to recognize the nine ladies 
who decided to try out for the STAR EVENT 
competitions this year. Regionals were held in 
February at SPASH where Bethany Schmoldt, 
Hailey Johnson, and Jordynn Sullivan received 
Silver ratings for planning a large Teddy Bear 
Toss event for our community. Maci Heschke and 
Kyleigh Knutson created an interior Design plan 
for a youth activity center and apartment. These 
girls received a silver rating at the regional level 
with a score high enough that advanced them to 
state.

The state competition was held at the Kalahari in 
Wisconsin Dells and at state, Maci and Kyleigh 
received a Silver Rating. Rayelynn Wasrud par-
ticipated in an Early Childhood Education event 
where she prepared activities for an on the spot 
teaching lesson. She received a Silver at Region-
als and State and also her score qualified her for 
Nationals.

Marin Hoyord, Myah Heschke and Vivian Stelse 
participated in the Chapter Review Display. 
They basically bragged about our chapter and all 
the activities we participated in throughout the 
school year. They received a Gold Rating at the 
Regional level and also received a Gold rating at 
the State level. 

Along with competition, FCCLA also started 
wrapping up one of our bottle cap projects that 
we started last year. Those will be placed at local 
businesses around the community. Another 

community service project we participated in was 
May Day baskets for the nursing home. As we are 
wrapping up the successful school year, we are 
still deciding on who our officers are going to be 
for next year.  We look forward to a year packed 
full of community service, competition and other 
events.
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DECA Update
The Iola-Scandinavia DECA chapter conclud-
ed another successful year in spring, capping a 
school year full of community service, education-
al travel, and competition.

Four high school DECA members traveled to 
Orlando, Fla., in April to participate in the Inter-
national Career Development Conference. Jessi-
ca Schmoldt competed in Retail Merchandising 
Services, while Malea Tessen, Zander Thoe, and 
Bethany Schmoldt participated in the Thrive 
Leadership Academy. 

These four students advanced from the State 
Career Development Conference, held in Lake 
Geneva in February. Jessica Schmoldt, Miranda 
Bruno, and Tessen were medalists in their events, 
finishing in the top 10% among dozens of com-
petitors in their events. Other SCDC competitors 
included Damien Aguirre, Mckenzie Bonikowske, 
Abby Henriksen, Ryan Kampert, Avah Weinreis, 
and Maggie Williams.

More than 30 I-S students competed in the Dis-
trict 2 competition in January, with 15 earning 
medals in their events.

Automotive Services: Ian Koss, exam; Riley Gambsky, 
role play 2, third place overall
Food Marketing: Malea Tessen, role play 1, role play 2, 
honorable mention overall
Hospitality Services Team: Bethany Schmoldt/McK-
enzie Bonikowske, exam, role play 1, honorable mention 
overall
Marketing Management Team: Adam Vanden Bush/
Jacob Lashua, role play 1, role play 2, honorable mention 
overall

Personal Financial Literacy: Ryan Kampert, role play 
1, honorable mention overall
Principles of Hospitality and Tourism: Charlie Tap-
pa, honorable mention overall
Principles of Finance: Damien Aguirre, exam, role play 
1, third place overall
Principles of Marketing: Avah Weinreis, role play 2, 
second place overall
Quick Serve Restaurant: Zander Thoe, role play 1, role 
play 2, honorable mention overall
Retail Merchandising: Jessica Schmoldt, role play 1, 
role play 2, honorable mention overall
Sports/Entertainment Marketing Team: Marin 
Hoyord/Parker Gullixon, honorable mention overall

Middle School Challenge
The I-S DECA chapter hosted a middle school 
competition at the Iola Car Show offices. In 
conjunction with Wisconsin Rapids Area Middle 
School, I-S DECA members learned about the Car 
Show’s business and marketing efforts, partici-
pated in a test of business concepts, and compet-
ed in business role play scenarios judged by I-S 
high school DECA competitors. Thanks to the 
Car Show and food sponsor Brew Pub Pizza for a 
great day!



A Publication of the Iola-Scandinavia School District 7

Food Service Update
Thank you everyone for a great year! I also want-
ed to thank everyone for being patient with all 
the menu changes this year.  We still experienced 
some supply chain disruptions this year, and  
were unable to obtain certain food items.

I want to thank my amazing 
staff for their hard work and 
dedication to making sure all 
the students were given a nu-
tritious meal despite all the 
limitations we had to face.

We will continue to try new 
food items, not only for vari-
ety, but also to offer everyone 

the opportunity for a new taste experience. I look 
forward to any comments or suggestions that 
anyone would have.

Please feel free to contact me. We look forward to 
another good year next year!  Have a good sum-
mer!

Diane Pedersen
Food Service Director
pedersend@iola.k12.wi.us

Finance and Investment Challenge Bowl
In February, I-S High School students traveled 
to Wisconsin Rapids to compete in the annual 
Finance and Investment Challenge Bowl.
The team of Adam Vanden Bush, Riley Gambsky, 
and Jacob Lashua won the consolation bracket, 
and Zander Thoe was named to the all-tourna-
ment team.

Other Thunderbird competitors included Parker 
Gullixon, Charlie Vater, Alek Rogalla, Weston 
Knorr, Abby Henriksen, Carter Melum, Malea 
Tessen, Alex Shelley, Ryan Kampert, Avah Wein-
reis, Damien Aguirre, Kylee Noack, and Bethany 
Schmoldt.

The Finance and Investment Bowl Challenge is 
a quiz bowl competition that helps teach high 
school students about personal finance and 
economics. FICB aligns with statewide learning 
standards and is an effective strategy to promote 
learning. The competition features student teams 

competing for trophies and fabulous prizes in an 
atmosphere of friendly competition.

The competition is sponsored by Asset Builders 
which is a non-profit organization with a mis-
sion  of promoting financial education and wealth 
building strategies to enhance the quality of life 
of youth, families and communities.
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Kalahari Trip
By Bailey Opperman 

On May 24, 22 sixth grade kids got to go to the 
Kalahari. They were celebrating all of their hard 
work being on the I-S Elementary Safety Patrol.  
They spent about 6 hours at the Kalahari enjoy-
ing the indoor pool and waterslides. At  the water 
park there were a bunch of different rides, pools 
and more. My favorite part was the Master blast-
er. It was like a rollercoaster and a water slide 
combined. 

Two fun rides to do with your friends are Victoria 
Falls and the Rippling Rhino. If you would like 
to race your friends you should go on the Sahara 
Sidewinders. If you are looking to go solo then 
you should go on the Elephant’s Trunk. 

“My favorite ride was the Tanzanian twister be-
cause I got launched from the hole,” said Taedym 
Peskie, one of the 22 safety patrol students. 
Mason Kriesel’s favorite ride was the screaming 
hyena. 

“I really like the wave pool that connects to the 
lazy river,” Wyatt Kernen said while at the Kala-
hari. “I also really like the pool with basketball 
hoops to show off your jump shot. I saw little 
kids having so much fun in the areas that are for 
them.”

Zach Erickson said, “ The cabana was a good 
place to hang out and the bus ride there was fun.” 

Ruby Maus said, “It was fun to not be at school.” 

Jaxon Jones was excited to share, “ The flowrider 
was fun to act like you were surfing and hanging 
out with my friends was really fun.” 

“Not only were the rides fun, the food was really 
good,” according to Kole Dalbec. 

“This is the best field trip in my entire life,” Jose 
Gutierrez thought. 

Izzy Kohel said while on the way back, “ It was 
really fun.” 

We are so glad we got the opportunity to go to the 
Kalahari.  Thank you to the school, teachers, and 
chaperones that made it possible for us!
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Wogsland Creates Top Peace Poster
The Iola Lions are pleased to announce that 
Briggs Wogsland is the State of Wisconsin Lions 
2021-2022 Peace Poster Contest winner. The Iola 
Lions in partnership with Lions International 
and the Iola-Scandinavia middle school host the 
contest each year.

The students are given a theme to use to express 
their vision of peace by creating a poster. This 
year’s theme was “We Are All Connected”. Af-
ter having his poster selected as the best locally 
it advanced to further competition at the Lions 
district and state levels where it was awarded first 
place at both.

“Our club has had posters win at the district level 
but never at state, so this is a terrific achievement 
and one we’re extremely proud of Briggs for ac-
complishing,” said Lion Mark Forseth.

Briggs is the son of Adam and Jennifer Wogsland. 
Briggs, accompanied by his dad and sister, was 
recognized by the Iola Lions and presented with 
a certificate of achievement along with a $100 
check from the Wisconsin Lions.

Mrs. Davy and Mrs. 
Bonikowske’s classes 
did a great job
creating some marble 
runs for science class! 
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Spring Sports
The Iola-Scandinavia softball team capped the 
2022-23 school year in dramatic fashion, winning 
the Division 4 state championship with a 10-6 
victory over Waterloo. It is the first state cham-
pionship in program history, and the school’s 
fourth team state championship.

Trailing 6-3 in the top of the seventh inning at 
Goodman Diamond in Madison, the Thunder-
birds rallied for seven runs to take the lead that 
would hold up as the final score. The scoring was 
capped by freshman Brooklyn Berrens’ inside-
the-park grand slam. Winning pitcher Maddie 
Much set a state tournament record with five hits, 
and Clara Koles and Ava Printz had three hits 
apiece.

In the state semifinal, I-S defeated defending 
state champion Grantsburg 5-3. The Thunder-

birds advanced to Madison by beating Bonduel 
and Algoma in sectional play, after beating Ocon-
to and Coleman to win their fourth consecutive 
regional championship.

Senior Jaelyn Sivertson and Berrens earned first 
team all-conference honors, Much and Koles 
earned second team honors, and senior Marin 
Hoyord earned honorable mention. Other seniors 
on the team included Jadyn Krusa, Chloe Timdal, 
and Mackenzie Woyak.
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Hoyord and Sivertson (opposite page) were se-
lected to play in the Wisconsin Fastpitch Softball 
Coaches Association Senior All-Star Games in 
Wisconsin Dells.

Track and Field
Junior Charlie Vater won 
state titles in the 1600- and 
3200-meter runs at the Di-
vision 3 track and field state 
championships in La Crosse. 
Along with freshman Jensen 
Rice’s (right) third place fin-
ish in the 110-meter hurdles, 
the Thunderbirds finished in 
third place in the Division 3 
team results. 

The 4x800-meter relay team of Vater, Jacob 
Lashua, Will Meier, and Ben Beck (above) also 
competed at state, along with Ian Koss (long 
jump, above) and Rice (100-meter dash).

At the middle school level, the 4x200 team of 
Aiden Bowen, Tanner Kampert, Korz Loken, and 
Alex Robbins won a state title with a meet-record 
time.

Baseball
The Thunderbird baseball team won its second 

straight regional championship before falling in 
sectional semifinal play to Pacelli. I-S beat Sevas-
topol, Algoma, and top seed Marion to claim the 
regional title.

Senior Parker Gullixon was a unanimous first 
team all-conference selection, while junior Alek 
Rogalla earned second team honors. Jackson 
Fredy and Jayden Singh were the team’s other 
seniors.

Soccer
Ella Thompson earned second team all-confer-
ence honors.

Golf
Samuel Groeschl qualified for sectionals.

Follow I-S Athletics on Facebook at facebook.
com/isathletics.


