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Welcome to a brand new school year. All of us at 
I-S Elementary School want to make this a suc-
cessful year for your child. We are proud of our 
staff and students and invite you to be involved at 
I-S Elementary School. Everyone is on a journey 
of experience and everyone’s journey looks a little 
different. A child’s school experience is a big part 
of their development. We are committed to help-
ing your students learn, develop and grow in all 
aspects in and outside of the classroom. It is our 
goal to provide instruction that facilitates critical 
thinking, collaboration, communication and the 
creativity of students. We want to prepare every 
student with essential skills and knowledge that 
will open doors of opportunity and promote their 
success in our ever changing world. 

Thank you to the entire staff at I-S Elementary for 
all their hard work and dedication throughout the 
summer. Teachers attended classes, conferences 
and worked on curriculum. The office, mainte-
nance, custodial, food service and transportation 
departments worked hard to make sure every-
thing was ready for the start of the year. Every-
one is working together to ensure a positive and 
successful school year for all students.

We do have some staff that are switching grade 
levels next year:  Mrs. Johnson - 4K; Mrs. Wi-
ersma - 3rd grade; Mrs. Fredy - 5th grade; Mrs. 
Maus - 6th grade. For the 2022-23 school year 
our 5th and 6th grade teachers will be taking 
a team approach as they each focus on one in-
structional area: Mrs. Larson - 5th/6th writing; 
Mrs. Fredy - 5th/6th Science/Social Studies; 
Mrs. Maus - 5th/6th Math; Mr. Bertsch - 5th/6th 
Reading.
 
I would like to welcome Miss Kacey Koch and 
Mr. Zach Shulfer to our Thunderbird family. Miss 
Koch will be teaching five-year-old kindergarten 
and Mr. Shulfer will be our 
4th - 12th grade music teacher. 
 
Our four-year-old kindergarten will be starting a 
Monday - Thursday half-day program next year. 

Students would attend 
morning or afternoon 4K 
classes Monday through 
Thursday with the op-
tion to participate in the 
FREE Extended Learning 
Center (ELC) child care 
the other half of each 
day. The I-S Extended 
Learning Center is of-
fered during the school 
day at no cost for children enrolled in the I-SES 
4K program. The ELC and 4K staff are working 
together to provide learning opportunities that 
are a continuation of what is being taught in the 
4K classroom. Activities may include: group and 
individual activities, story time, craft, exploration 
and discovery, rest time and snack. 
 
I am a big believer that there is power in numbers 
and when we work together, our students will 
thrive. Our community has a great opportunity 
to support, nurture and care for our students to 
provide an environment that encourages each 
child to be respectful, responsible, kind and safe 
to maximize their learning and life experiences. 
I am excited to be a part of that experience and 
look forward to working with all of you. 

Communication is very important. You are en-
couraged to keep the lines of communication 
open with your child’s teacher(s) throughout the 
school year. Also, please take advantage of our 
school website and district social media sites.

Thank you for the opportunity to work with your 
children this year. Have a wonderful year! 

With gratitude,
Stacey Wester
Elementary School Principal 
westers@iola.k12.wi.us
715-445-2411, ext. 1201

“Alone we can do so little, together we can do so 
much.” — Helen Keller

Elementary School Update 
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• You will be able to see who your child’s teach-
er is starting August 15 via Skyward Family 
Access. We have two staff members with new 
names. Miss Minniecheske is now Mrs. Dras-
ka and Miss Lecy and now Mrs. Kelley. If you 
don’t have a family access account, or if you’ve 
forgotten your password please contact the 
elementary office at 715-445-2411 x1202.

• September 1 is picture day for 4K-6th grade 
students. The morning and afternoon 4K 
classes will have their pictures taken on this 
day as well. Pictures can be ordered through 
this link: www.prepaysystems.com/view/
YAosQ_7Z/iola-scandinavia-

      elementary-school-prepay

• Children not feeling well will be sent home. 
Please update all contact information in Sky-
ward. This includes emergency contact infor-
mation.

• Please access Skyward Family Access to pay 
for milk tickets, lunch and materials fees. 
Please contact the elementary office if you 
need access to Skyward.

• The elementary school building will welcome 
students into the building at 7:45 a.m. with 
school starting at 8:05 a.m. Students will re-
port directly to their classroom or to breakfast 
upon arrival.

• The Iola-Scandinavia Fitness and Aquatic 
Center will be offering before school program-
ming. Please contact them for details.

 
• If it’s necessary to pick up your child prior to 

regular dismissal, please call the office or stop 
by  the Velkommen Room and your child will 
be called to meet you.

 
• Please do not park directly in front of the 

school from 7:40 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  This is for 
bus loading and unloading and needs to be 
kept open in case of an emergency. Please 
drop off/pick up students  in the designated 
drop off area by the flagpole or in the parking 
lot. 

 
• For safety purposes, Division Street is a one-

way street going east from John Street to State 
Highway 49 before school starts each day.

A few reminders about the school day

I-S staff members created a 
professional book group, meeting 
monthly throughout the summer 
to engage in discussion about 
their selected text.

Love this collaboration!
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District Update
We are looking forward to the start of a new 
school year.  Our custodial and maintenance staff 
have been working extremely hard to clean and 
make improvements to our schools this summer.  
Our administrative staff has been putting the 
finishing touches on our curriculum, in-service, 
technology and safety procedures all summer 
long.  Most of the teachers and assistants have 
been popping in to make sure everything is ready 
for the first day of school. 

Personnel
We have four new instructional staff members 
joining us this year. 

• Kimberlisa Przychocki is our new Director of 
Pupil Services/Special Education.  

• Kayli Tate will be teaching MS/HS Science.
• Kacey Koch will be teaching 5-year-old Kin-

dergarten.
• Zachary Shulfer will be teaching 4th grade 

through 12th grade General Music/Chorus.

We will give full backgrounds of these instruc-
tors in future T-Bird Times articles. The district 
will also be hiring a couple of assistant positions 
before the start of the school year. Our teacher 
in-service will start on August 15 but our main 
inservice days for staff will be on August 24, 25, 
30, and 31. 

Building 

We have remodeled our MS/HS counseling 
suite to include an additional office space for our 
mental health personnel. The suite will have new 
carpeting, paint and cabinets. The electronic boil-
er controls have been installed at the high school.  
These controls are needed to regulate our heating 
and cooling systems. 

This will help in reducing costs by monitoring the 

temperatures in our class-
rooms 24/7. New flooring 
has been installed in a couple 
of classrooms and meeting 
rooms in the high school, 
elementary school and fitness 
center. We installed new synchronized clocks in 
our Elementary building. A new video camera 
system was installed. This new system will give 
the administrators, Iola Police, and Waupaca 
County Police easier access to our videos.  

I hope everyone enjoyed their summer. We are 
looking forward to the start of another school 
year and that you are excited to come back to 
school.  If you have any questions please contact 
me.

Ray Przekurat
District Administrator
przekuratr@iola.k12.wi.us
715-445-2411 ext. 1401

These students had fun playing a game of 
Chapas (Bottle-caps) during summer school!
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Assessment at Iola-Scandinavia
The Iola-Scandinavia School District is continu-
ally working to improve our assessment system, 
and use data from those assessments to guide 
decisions we make about instruction and curric-
ulum. ISSD uses three different kinds of assess-
ments: summative, interim and classroom.

Summative assessments are given yearly, and 
include the Forward Exam for 3rd through 8th 
grade and 10th grade, the ACT for 11th grade 
students, the PreACT for 9th and 10th grade 
students (new this year) and the ACCESS test for 
select students.

Our interim assessments are given two to three 
times a year. We use iReady Diagnostics for stu-
dents in kindergarten through 9th grade in both 
math and reading.

Classroom assessments are ongoing throughout 
the year and come in many forms. Some are for-
mative, helping teachers and students understand 
current levels of skill and knowledge, while others 
are summative in nature, informing students and 
teachers of learning at the end of a unit or lesson. 
Still other assessments include observation of 
student skill and knowledge. 

This variety of assessment offers teachers and 
other stakeholders an extensive look at the 
strengths and areas of growth for each student.

Assessment Dates for the 
2022-23 School Year
While classroom assessments are ongoing 
throughout the year, interim and summative as-
sessment dates have already been set. Please take 
note of the following:

Iola-Scandinavia Elementary Assessment Dates/
Windows:

K-6th Grade iReady Diagnos-
tic
• September 6-October 14, 

2023 (Fall Window)
• January 16-February 10, 

2023 (Winter Window)
• May 8-26, 2023 (Spring 

Window)

3rd - 6th Grade Wisconsin Forward Testing: April 
4-22, 2023

Iola-Scandinavia Middle/High School Assess-
ment Dates/Windows:

iReady Diagnostic (7th- 9th)
• September 12-16, 2022 (Fall Window)
• January 16-19, 2023 (Winter Window)
• May 8-12, 2023 (Spring Window)
 
7th & 8th Grade Wisconsin Forward Testing:  
April 4-11, 2023

10th Grade Wisconsin Forward Testing: March 
28, 2023

9th & 10th Grade PreACT: April 12, 2023

11th Grade ACT: March 7, 2023

If you have any questions or concerns regarding 
assessment, please contact Chris Nelson
(nelsonc@iola.k12.wi.us) at the Middle High 
School, Stacey Wester (westers@iola.k12.wi.us) 
at the Elementary School, or Tamela McCartney 
(mccartneyt@iola.k12.wi.us), District Assessment 
Coordinator.

Tamela McCartney
Instructional Support Teacher
District Assessment Coordinator
mccartneyt@iola.k12.wi.us
715-445-2411, ext. 1325
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High School Update
Dear Students, Parents, and 
Community Members,

Welcome to the 2022-2023 school year!

The Educational staff has been working very hard 
over the summer. Coaches are preparing for the 
upcoming  seasons and the teachers are attending 
workshops and reviewing/revising their curricu-
lum so they can give the students of Iola-Scandi-
navia the best education they can.

We have a couple of new faces on the professional 
staff in the Middle/High School this fall. We have 
hired Ms. Kayli Tate as our Middle/High School 
Science teacher and Mr. Zachary Shulfer as a 
Middle/High School Choir teacher. Both are great 
additions to our staff and community. They are 
excited to meet the students and families of the 
Iola-Scandinavia School District.

We also have quite a few updated features in the 
Middle/High School. The counseling office is 
undergoing a  remodel to update the office space 
to make room for the mental health and family 
engagement services. A couple of classrooms will 
be receiving new collaborative seating options for 
students. We are adding new equipment  for our 
technical education courses that are included in 
our Fab Lab grant. Finally, we are updating the 
entry, commons, and gym with new Thunderbird 
Pride graphics. 

The custodial staff and office staff have been 
working very hard this summer getting every-
thing ready for the beginning of the year. They 
take great pride in their work so when you see 
them make sure to say hello and thank them for 
their work. 

We are continuing our 1:1 initiative with Chrome-
books in grades 7-12. This initiative brings our 
students and teachers into the future of educa-
tion and the workforce. Many of the jobs that 

students will encounter later 
in life will depend on the use 
of technology in some way, 
shape or form. The Chrome-
book expectations are posted 
and forms are included in the 
online registration process in Skyward.

We are asking that parents register students 
online using the links on the school website prior 
to August 22, 2022.  If students are registered by 
August 22 they may pick up their chromebooks at 
the MS/HS library during the Open House from 
5:30-7:00pm on Wednesday, August 24.  

As we transition into the 2022-2023 school year 
communication is key to a harmonious relation-
ship with students, staff and administrators.  
Please communicate with your student(s) to stay 
current with what they are learning and doing in 
school. If you have questions please communi-
cate with their teacher. Remember the three c’s of 
effective communication. Be clear, be consistent 
and be courteous.

I invite you to visit our website www.iola.k12.
wi.us. You will find valuable current information 
about our school. I would recommend that you 
review the dress code policy found in the student 
handbooks. I would also suggest that you visit the 
Athletics link under the “Explore” tab. This has 
all of the activities  listed. You can also print out 
schedules and calendars.

Finally,  I would encourage you to take an active 
role in the Iola-Scandinavia Schools so that we 
can continue to provide a great education in a 
great place. Go Thunderbirds!!

Chris Nelson
Middle/High School Principal
nelsonc@iola.k12.wi.us
715-445-2411, ext. 1301
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Mental Health Assistance
Dear School District Staff, Parents, & Guardians,
 
Hello!

My name is Frank Bellamia and I am an advo-
cate with the Mental Health Navigation program 
at CAP Services. This will be the 2nd year that 
Mental Health Navigation will be in the Iola 
school district. Last year we were successful with 
connecting many students and families to mental 
health and community resources! Once again we 
look forward to continuing to work with students 
again this year. You can find information on the 
CAP Services Mental Health Navigation pro-
gram here https://capservices.org/what-we-do/
health-wellness-safety/mhn/.

I will be continuing to spend Wednesday morn-
ings at the Iola-Scandinavia Elementary School 
and Wednesday afternoons at the High School/ 
Middle School. My role is to provide mental 
health support to students by providing coping 
resources such as: mindfulness techniques, tips 
on dealing with anxiety, breathing techniques, 
and other mental health supports. 

I am also available to support school staff and 
district families with mental health and commu-
nity resource needs, with an overall goal of creat-
ing a school that is trauma-sensitive.

I look forward to partnering with students, fami-
lies, and staff in the Iola-Scandinavia School Dis-
trict to address mental health needs. We believe 
that all children deserve the support they need 
to be successful in school and their community. 
Here is some helpful information as your kids get 
ready to go back to school.

Back to School Anxiety
Going back to school is exciting for some kids, 
but others have trouble with anxiety heading into 
the new school year. This is especially true of kids 

who are starting at a new 
school or are already anxious 
about being away from par-
ents. This anxiety fades for 
most kids as the school year 
goes on, but parents can help 
them get off to a good start. 

First, check in with yourself. Kids can tell if you’re 
nervous about school starting, so managing your 
own stress is a good way to help them feel calm 
too. Then, be sure to really listen to kids’ worries. 
Often, kids just need a little validation (“I know 
how hard it is to get to know a new teacher”) to 
feel better. You can also help them make plans for 
handling anything specific they’re worried about.  

If your child is very nervous about the first day, 
see if you can bring your child to the school ahead 
of time to walk around together and figure out 
where everything is. Meeting the teacher early 
can also help. Another idea is to plan a hand-off 
on the first morning, where a friend or school 
staff member is ready to meet your child and give 
them something to do right away. And when your 
child does get through the tough moment of sep-
aration, be sure to praise them later: “Great job 
heading straight to class this morning!” 

If your child’s anxiety doesn’t go away and inter-
feres with school, it may be time to get support 
from a mental health professional. Some kids de-
velop anxious headaches or stomachaches about 
school or even refuse to go altogether. A mental 
health professional can help you figure out why 
your child is struggling and provide the support 
they need. 

Frank Bellamia 
Mental Health Navigation Advocate
fbellamia@capmail.org
School Phone: 715-445-2411 Ext. 1419
CAP Services Phone: 715-281-4355 
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Spring Sports Update
Spring was an exciting season for Iola-Scandina-
via sports teams, all of which advanced signifi-
cantly in postseason competition.

Softball
For the first time in school history, the Thunder-
bird softball team reached the state tournament.

I-S won its sectional in thrilling fashion, first 
knocking off Bonduel, the undefeated No. 1 team 
in the state, 4-3 in a nine-inning semifinal, before 
beating Random Lake 6-5 in the sectional final. 
The sectional title earned the Thunderbirds a trip 
to the Division 4 state tournament at the Good-
man Diamond in Madison, where they fell to No. 
2 seed Horicon.

Alexa Christoph and Jaelyn Sivertson were unan-
imous first team all-conference selections, while 
Maddie Much earned second team all-conference, 
and Makayla Much and Marin Hoyord earned 
honorable mention. Sivertson was named first 
team all-state, and Christoph and Makayla Much 
played in the WFSCA all-star game.

Track and Field
Seven Thunderbirds qualified for the state meet in 
La Crosse: Dylan Donovan, Jacob Lashua, Charlie 
Vater, Will Meier, Brock Wester and Ian Koss in 
the 4x80 relay, Koss in the 400 meter, Vater in the 
3,200 meter, and Parker Prahl in the long jump 
and triple jump. Prahl took fourth place in the 
long jump, Vater took fourth place in the 3,200, 
and Wester, Donovan, Lashua and Vater took 
fourth place in the 4x800.

Baseball
The Thunderbirds fell one game short of the state 
tournament after winning their first regional 
title since 2019. I-S opened postseason play by 
winning at Rosholt before upsetting top-seeded 

Pacelli and second-seeded Pittsville. The Birds 
beat Gibraltar/Washington Island in the sectional 
semifinal before being eliminated by Oakfield.

Parker Gullixon was a first team all-conference 
selection, Will Tappa was named to the second 
team, and Isaiah Hoyord earned honorable men-
tion.

Girls Soccer
Alyssa Tap and Lilli Barthel earned first team 
all-conference honors, playing for the combined 
Amherst/Iola-Scandinavia team.

On track to 
meet our goal! 

The Track & 
Field team is 
fundraising 
for a rubber-
ized track. So 
far, they have 
raised $19,000.

Please consider 
donating! 
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Welcome back to a new school year!

The Iola-Scandinavia School District offers nu-
tritious meals daily to meet the growing needs 
of children based on the Dietary Guidelines for 
Americans. School lunches and breakfasts in-
clude more fruits, vegetables and whole grain-rich 
foods; only fat-free or low-fat milk; food portions 
that are age appropriate; less saturated fat, trans 
fat and sodium. Healthful eating is important to 
everyone. After all, we all want to have energy, be 
healthy and stay well.  

Your child can learn good habits for life by mak-
ing healthy food choices and getting proper ex-
ercise now.  Encourage your children to try new 
foods and to eat the healthy foods offered at 
school lunch and breakfast.

School lunch is still a value at only $2.65 daily 
for students 4K-6 and $2.95 daily for students 
7-12.  Breakfast will be offered at the elementary 
school at a cost of $1.60 daily and breakfast will 
be offered at the MS/HS for $1.90. Your children 
may qualify for free meals or for reduced price 
meals.  Reduced price for lunch is $.40 per day 
for students 4K-12. Breakfast will be offered free 

to those students who qual-
ify for reduced price meals 
(4K-12).  Elementary students 
who qualify for free hot lunch 
are also eligible to receive free 
breakfast.   Milk prices will 
increase to $.50

Menus are available on the school district’s web-
site. 

We don’t know what to expect this year as far as 
food supply and availability, so please be prepared 
for last minute menu changes.

We are looking forward to a new school year and 
as always welcome any comments or suggestions 
you may have.  Please feel free to contact me if 
you have any questions. Additional information 
on child nutrition, school meals food assistance 
programs and services can be found at www.fns.
usda.gov.

Diane Pedersen
Food Service Director
pedersend@iola.k12.wi.us
715-445-2411 ext. 1430

Food Service Update

The 2022-23 Thunderbird Booster Club Membership 
Drive is happening now. If you would like to be a 
member, please fill out the application on the next page 
or you can message our Facebook page and we will 
mail one to you.

Fees collected during our annual membership drive 
help us provide students as many opportunities as 
possible. Here are some things the Booster Club has 
helped fund this summer: 

• $600 for Girls Basketball summer league
• $400 for four 2022 seniors playing in all-star games
• $150 High School volleyball summer league

• $200 Boys Basketball summer 
League

• $2,000 Hudl Camera System

The Booster Club also paid out $660 from concession 
hours worked the second half of the school year. 

Our Fall 2022 apparel sale should be live the first week 
of school. Links to the store will be on our Facebook 
page. Information about membership, funding re-
quests and concessions sign up information can be 
found at thunderbirdboosterclub.com. Booster Club 
meetings are held the fourth Wednesday of the month 
at 6:30 p.m. in the middle school conference room. 

Booster Club Update
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2022-2023 MEMBERSHIP FORM

Name(s): _______________________________________________________________ Date: _________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________________________________________________________________   

Primary phone: ______________________________________ Other phone: _______________________________________

Mail completed applications with payment to:
Thunderbird Booster Club
450 Division St., Iola, WI 54945

Plesae let us know your preferred level of involvement: 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:

Check # ___________________ Amount $ _______________

INDIVIDUAL/FAMILY BOOSTERS MEMBERSHIP LEVEL AMOUNT DUE

Members are listed by Membership Level 
in Thunderbird Athletic Programs, on 
facebook, and on our website. Please write 
your name as you’d like it to appear or write 
“same” if it should be the same as last year.

___________________________________

  Friends of T-Birds

  JV Club

  Varsity Club* 

  All-Star Club* 

$10-$49

$50-149

$150-249

$250+ 

$

BUSINESS/ORGANIZATION BOOSTERS MEMBERSHIP LEVEL AMOUNT DUE

 Businesses and organizations may include 
a logo. Email logos to jana.tappa@gmail.
com. If this is a new business listing, please 
let us know if you would like to display team 
posters or if you need additional decals.

  JV Club

  Varsity Club* 

  All-Star Club* 

$50-149

$150-249

$250+ 

$

    Add my business to the distribution list for Varsity team posters    Send an additional decal to display at my business

   I’ve got some ideas and/or would like to be more involved—please let me know about your upcoming meetings.

   I’m not able to attend meetings, but I’d still like to be more involved. Please let me know how I can help.

  My schedule is crazy—I’ll just provide financial support through my membership at this time. 

Thank you for being a T-Bird Booster! The Thunderbird Booster Club supports all co-curricular activities 
in the Iola-Scandinavia School District. We encourage you to join at whatever level works for you. 
Membership fees help us make sure all kids in our district have as many opportunities as possible. 


