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District Update
Personnel
The School Board approved replacing one of the 
three retired teachers at the Elementary School.   
Our third grade class will be the only elementa-
ry grade level that will have three teachers. The 
third grade class has one of our highest levels of 
enrollment. The other grade levels will have two 
teachers at each grade level. We have a couple of 
teachers moving to other grade levels to replace 
our retired teachers. We hope to have all teachers 
assigned before the end of this school year. 

The School Board approved having 4K half days 
for four days per week. They also approved a 
learning center for these students the other half 
of their time at school. We will be hiring a lead 
person for the learning center and an assistant. 
We had a Science teacher resign at the Middle/
High School. Interviews took place on April 29 
and we will offer a contract for this position be-
fore the end of this school year. 

Building 
This summer we have a couple of smaller projects 
taking place throughout the district. We will be 
adding an office to our MS/HS counseling suite.  
This additional office is needed for our Mental 
Health personnel. We will be adding electronic 
boiler controls at our High School to help regu-
late our HVAC system. Flooring will be updated 
in a couple of classrooms and meeting rooms in 
the High School, Elementary School, and Fitness 

Center. We will be looking at 
quotes to replace our out-
dated clocks throughout the 
district. 

The School Board approved 
spending up to $500,000 to make improvements 
to our Technology Education shop. Most of the 
work will be done next summer. We are looking 
at removing a couple of outdated welding stations 
and ventilation. The new welding stations will be 
located along an outside wall with proper venti-
lation. The 1970s HVAC system will be removed 
and replaced with a new efficient system. We will 
do updates to the dust collection system and add 
an additional spray booth. The shop will be thor-
oughly cleaned and painted.  

Once this work is done we will be adding a new 
CNC plasma cutter,  laser engraver, 3D printers, 
and updated welding equipment. This equipment 
will be funded by a fab lab grant that we received 
and other donated funds. 

If you have any questions please contact me, Ray 
Przekurat, District Administrator, przekuratr@
iola.k12.wi.us or 715-445-2411 ext. 1401. Thank 
you staff, students, parents, and community.  It 
has been a great year.  We continue to move 
forward to do what is best for our students. We 
could not do this without you and your support.

Mr. Ray Przekurat
District Administrator
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Food Service Update
Thank you everyone for a great year! I also wanted to 
thank everyone for being patient with all the menu 
changes this year.  Unfortunately, due to supply chain 
disruptions, I was unable to obtain certain food items 
 — every week it would be something different. I want to 
thank my amazing staff for their hard work and dedica-
tion to making sure all the students were given a nu-
tritious meal despite all the limitations we had to face.  

We are always ready to “roll with the changes.” We will 
continue to try new food items, not only for variety, but 
also to offer everyone the opportunity for a new taste 
experience. I look forward to any comments or sugges-
tions that anyone would have. Please feel free to contact 
me. We look forward to another good year next year! 
Have a good summer!

Diane Pedersen, Food Service Director
pedersend@iola.k12.wi.us
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WOW! Where has the time gone?  It is amazing 
how quickly this school year has gone, and it 
is true that time flies when you are having fun! 
Thank you for a great school year! It has been 
a pleasure to serve you this past year at I-S El-
ementary and I am looking forward to another 
great year beginning on September 1.

Reflecting back, it has become obvious what an 
outstanding school district we have in Iola-Scan-
dinavia. This year has been a very positive one 
for our district. Our students continue to excel 
both academically and co-curricularly. We have a 
building filled with some of the most caring, nur-
turing, and dedicated staff in the area. The time, 
effort, and focus that all staff gives to our students 
is very impressive! We are lucky to have such a 
great community and school system! 

Congratulations to our sixth grade students as 
they move up the hill and begin their middle 
school careers. As with the ending of every year, 
there are always new beginnings! The entire staff 
thanks the students and families for all the won-
derful memories through the year. We will miss 
them but are excited to watch them grow.

There are a number of new beginnings for our 
staff as well. I am excited to announce that Mrs. 
Johnson will be teaching 4-year-old-kindergar-
ten, Mrs. Fredy will be teaching fifth grade, and 
Mrs. Maus will be teaching sixth grade.

Ms. Michelle Frola, Mrs. Kris Seiter and Mr. Alan 
Bauer will be retiring at the end of this school 
year. I would like to extend gratitude to Ms. 
Frola, Mrs. Seiter, and Mr. Bauer for their many 
years of dedicated service to the students, staff, 
and community of Iola and Scandinavia. Henry 
Adams said, “A teacher affects eternity; he or she 
can never tell where his influence stops.” Ms. Fro-
la, Mrs. Seiter, and Mr. Bauer’s impact stretches 
farther than they will ever know. Congratulations 
to all three amazing educators.

At this time, I would like 
to say thank you to all of 
the people that make I-S 
Elementary such a great 
place. Thank you to the 
wonderful and caring 
staff that work with kids 
planning lessons and 
activities. Thank you for 
our support staff that 
work to provide commu-
nication, safety, and keep 
our facilities looking great.

Every day I am reminded by how amazing our 
community truly is. The amount of care, compas-
sion, and support that our community expresses 
throughout the year is staggering.  Community 
members and organizations continually reach out 
offering donations of food, money, and supplies. 
Your kindness and generosity is greatly appre-
ciated. Thank you for everything you do for I-S 
Elementary. 

Lastly, I sincerely want to thank all parents/
guardians for all you have done and will contin-
ue to do for your child. A parent is a child’s first 
teacher. Learning happens in everyday moments 
you share with your child. Keep learning this 
summer!

With sincere gratitude and appreciation,
Mrs. Stacey Wester

. 

Elementary School Update 



High School Update
We had a great end to the school year. We had 55 
seniors receive their high school diplomas at the 
graduation ceremony on May 29. We also had 
many of our spring sports athletes competing 
deep into the postseason events. This is a won-
derful experience for the students, the school, 
and the community. 

I would like to welcome the new Middle/High 
School Science teacher, Ms. Kayli Tate, who will 
be joining us next school year.  She will be a mar-
velous addition to the Iola-Scandinavia School 
District.

Hopefully, families are planning to enjoy the 
summer and all of the activities that come with 
the warmer weather and time off. Students 
should also take the summer as an opportunity to 
grow by getting a part-time job, going for a bike 
ride, traveling, camping, exploring, and spending 
time with family and friends. These experiences 
will shape the students’ lives and help them grow 
socially in the world around them.  

Students also should be growing academically 
over the summer. There are a number of ways 
that students can maintain the academic skills 
that they have learned over the course of the year.

Make a goal to read every day. Make a list of 
interests and use your local library to help you 
find a few good books. Maybe you could read with 
friends and discuss what you have read.
Make a goal to write. Some ideas might be to keep 
a journal of summer activities, sit outside and 
write about what you see around you, write poet-
ry, write about who or what you want to become.  
Just write.

Keep your math mind sharp. Plan on doing math 
throughout the summer. There are many free 
resources to help maintain and grow your math 
skills.  https://illuminations.nctm.org/ is a free 
website hosted by NCTM. It has lessons and ac-

tivities from grades 6-8 and 
9-12.  https://www.khanac-
ademy.org/ Khan Academy 
is another free resource 
that has activities, tutors, 
videos, and games to stim-
ulate the math mind.

As we look forward to the 
2022-2023 school year 
we are planning a student, parent and commu-
nity open house on Wednesday, August 24 from 
5:30pm - 7:00pm at the Middle/High School.  
The middle and high school staff (teachers, coun-
selors, and administrators) will be available for 
you to meet and talk to in addition to answering 
any questions you may have about the upcoming 
school year.

Students are welcome to bring school supplies for 
the beginning of the school year and lock them in 
their lockers during this time. Please mark your 
calendars and plan to attend.  

Have a great summer and keep learning!!

Mr. Chris Nelson 
Middle/High School Principal
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Happy Earth Day
Students from the Elementary School visited Jor-
gens Park Preserve on April 22 to observe Earth Day.  
While there, they participated in a range of activities 
including hiking through the woodlands, prairie, and 
wetlands habitats, viewing the osprey as it built its 
nest, checking out the trees we planted there a num-
ber of years ago, and going on scavenger hunts to look 
for nature objects.  Second graders played a tag game 
called Predators and Prey which taught them that the 
more predators there are in an area, the less prey is 
available for them to eat and the shorter the lives of 
the prey will be.  Sixth graders practiced their casting 
skills from the dock overlooking Silver Lake.  Over 160 
students participated in the Story Walk which featured 
the book called “A Log’s Life” by Wendy Pfeffer.  It 
details the life of an oak tree, its eventual death, the de-
caying process, and the new life created when an acorn 
falls into the rich soil.  All the creatures that make this 
log home over its lifecycle are highlighted with gor-

geous illustrations and informative text.  It was very 
fortunate that the rain held off long enough for us all 
to enjoy our excursion.  We all agreed that it was a 
very happy Earth Day indeed!
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The afternoon of May 4 marked another success-
ful Community Service Day for the Iola-Scandi-
navia High School. 

Students participated in 16 projects in the Iola 
and Scandinavia area, including trail mainte-
nance at the Iola Winter Sports Club, highway 
clean up and community raking. The Community 
Service Day was organized by the National Honor 
Society and has been on their project repertoire 
for three years. 

“I really enjoy going out in our school communi-
ty and helping people with their lawn care, who 
may not be able to clean it themselves anymore. 
In doing so, this fills me with joy to know that I 
am serving my community and making our town 
a better place,” said junior Soren Grenlie.

Many other students who participated in the 
Community Service Day expressed similar senti-
ments. “Serving in Community Service Day gives 
me the sense of pride that I am giving back to my 
community,” said senior Tara Thompson.

Members of the community also appreciate what 
the students do to clean up the Iola and Scan-
dinavia area and expressed their appreciation. 
As the Community Service Day continues to be a 

success, National Honor Society is always look-
ing for new projects! Contact Tamela McCartney 
(mccartneyt@iola.k12.wi.us) with suggestions.

Community Service Day
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Starting in the fall of 2022-23 we will enhance 
our 4K programming even more by providing a 
half-day program four days a week alongside a 
complimentary Extended Learning Center.
The 4K classroom provides many experiences 
in motor, language, and concept development. 
There is much opportunity for music and move-
ment, art expression, reading, and learning 
through play centers and group times.  
 
Students would attend morning or afternoon 
4K classes Monday through Thursday with the 
option to participate in the free Extended Learn-
ing Center child care the other half of each day. 
Fridays would remain family engagement days. 
Bus transportation is available with the district’s 
regular routes in the morning and afternoon (par-
ents may pick children up or drop off mid-day).
 

4K Registration
Children must be 4 years of age on or before Sep-
tember 1st of the year they plan to attend school 
in order to register for a 4K program.

4K Extended Learning Center
Information and Registration
 Children must be enrolled in the I-SES 4K pro-
gram for the 2022-2023 school year to be eligible 
for the Extended Learning Center.
 

What is an Extended
Learning Center (ELC)?
The I-S Extended Learning Center is a 4K wrap 
around care that is offered during the school day 
for children enrolled in the I-SES 4K program. 
Families may choose to use this service before or 
after the 4K class. The Extended Learning Center 
staff will be district employees working alongside 
the 4K staff to provide quality child care in a fun, 
safe, and caring environment. Activities may in-

clude: group and individual activities, story time, 
craft, exploration and discovery, rest time and 
snack.
 

What would a sample student 
schedule look like?
8:00am - 11:00am - Extended Learning Center
11:00am - 12:00pm - Lunch
12:00pm - 3:00pm -  4K Classroom
                

OR

8:00am - 11:00am -  4K Classroom
11:00am - 12:00pm - Lunch
12:00pm - 3:00pm - Extended Learning Center

What days is the Extended
Learning Center offered?
The ELC will be offered Monday through Thurs-
day in conjunction with the regular 4K program. 
Fridays will be reserved for 4K family engage-
ment opportunities.

Who can participate in the
Extended Learning Center?
Any child who will be four years old on or before 
September 1, 2022, and is enrolled in the I-S 4K 
program will be eligible to participate.

How much will it cost
to participate?
There is no cost to participate in the Extended 
Learning Center. Students may bring a cold/bag 
lunch or purchase lunch through our school dis-
trict lunch program.

Continued on page 19

4-Year-Old Kindergarten
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Sports Update
Boys Basketball
The Iola-Scandinavia boys basketball team put 
together a historic season this winter, setting a 
school record for victories before falling one game 
short of the state tournament. The Thunderbirds 
won their first 27 games and were the last team in 
the state to lose a game, ultimately finishing 27-1. 
Along the way, the team won the Central Wiscon-
sin Conference-East title for the fourth consecu-
tive season, finishing a perfect 12-0, and claimed 
its fourth straight regional title.

A stingy defense powered the team, which set 
modern school records for points allowed per 
game.

Seniors Parker Prahl and Brock Wester were 
named first team all-conference, with Prahl 
named conference player of the year. Seniors 
Isaiah Hoyord and Will Tappa earned honorable 
mention all-conference recognition. Sam Bertsch 
was named the conference’s coach of the year. 

Prahl was also named to the WBCA Division 4 all-

state team and WBCA academic all-state. Wester 
was named one of the top five defensive players 
in the state as a finalist for the WSN senior bas-
ketball awards. Both were selected to play in the 
WBCA all-star game, scheduled for June 30 in 
Wisconsin Dells.

Girls Basketball
The I-S girls basketball team faced obstacles they 
have not seen before. With one or two post play-
ers and six or seven guards, the Thunderbirds fin-
ished 15-10. Battling through the difficulties they 
faced teams that were taller and bigger, but this 
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did not stop them, as the girls used their quick-
ness to keep opponents on their toes.

With one senior, seven juniors, and four soph-
omores, I-S executed many achievements along 
the way. Two juniors received all conference 
awards: Lilly Fuhs, first team, and Jaelyn Sivert-
son, second team. Looking ahead, the team will 
lose one senior, Makayla Much. 

Softball
The Iola-Scandinavia Thunderbird softball team 
is in the middle of their season.  The WIAA tour-
nament series begins with regional play starting 
on May 19.

This year’s team consists of seniors Alexa Chris-
toph and Makayla Much; juniors Vanessa Derus, 
Marin Hoyord, Clara Koles, Jadyn Krusa, Jaelyn 
Sivertson, Chloe Timdal and Mackenzie Woyak; 
sophomores Maci Heschke, Myah Heschke, Abby 
Isermann, Reagan Krause, Maddie Much, Julia 
Munoz and Morgan Richter; freshmen Libby 
Maus, Kylee Noack and Jordynn Sullivan.

Seniors Alexa Christoph and Makayla Much were 

both selected to play in the WFSCA (Wisconsin 
Fastpitch Softball Coaches Association) Senior 
All-Star Games on Tuesday, June 14, at the 
Woodside Sports Complex in Wisconsin Dells. Al-
exa and Makayla also earned Academic All-State 
honors by graduating with a cumulative grade 
point average above a 3.5.

The team is in the process of planning their 
eighth spring training trip to Florida in 2023.  
To help fundraise, the softball team hosts its 
very popular Rib Fest dinner every year in early 
March.  We also just completed our fourth Egg 
My House/Easter Egg Hunt this past Easter.

Baseball
The Thunderbird baseball team escaped the cold 
March weather with a trip to Florida for spring 
training. After overcoming several travel obsta-
cles, the Birds faced off against a pair of large 
local high school, preparing them for challenging 
Central Wisconsin Conference and non-confer-
ence schedules. The team features five seniors: 
Phillip Bruno, Kaden Jueds, Isaiah Hoyord, Will 
Tappa, and Jackson Thiel.

On June 11, the eighth annual Thunderbird Golf 
Outing wil be held at Glacier Wood Golf Club. 
Contact coach Jon Berg at 715-81-0474 for details.



The Iola-Scandinavia DECA chapter has been 
busy to start 2022. In January, high school mem-
bers competed in the District 2 competition at 
Mid-State Technical College in Wisconsin Rap-
ids. Students were tested on their business and 
marketing knowledge, then participated in busi-
ness scenario role plays on topics ranging from 
accounting to hotel and lodging management 
to sports and entertainment marketing. Seven 
students finished in the top three in their groups, 
earning automatic qualification to the state quali-
fication in Lake Geneva.

Automatic state qualifiers
Business Services Marketing: Will Tappa
Human Resource Management: Liz Enoch
Principles of Marketing: Jessica Schmoldt
Restaurant and Food Service Management: 
Cameron Harbridge
Sports and Entertainment Marketing: Erich 
Schmoldt
Sports and Entertainment Marketing Team: 
Brock Wester and Parker Prahl

Other DECA members who earned mention
Accounting Applications: Dylan Donovan, sec-
ond place exam, *runner up overall (*runner up 
means next students after top three places)

Business Services Marketing: Will Tappa, first 
place exam, second place overall; Brock Op-
perman, fourth place exam, runner up overall
Economics Test: Cameron Harbridge, Will Tap-
pa runners up
Human Resource Management: Liz Enoch, 
third place exam, fourth place role play 1 and 2, 
third place overall; Nevaeh Brown, second place 
role play 2, runner up overall
Principles of Business Management and     
Administration: Nevada Rice, second place 
exam
Principles of Marketing: Ryan Kampert, first 
place role play 1; Marissa Wanserski, second 
place role play 1; Jessica Schmoldt, fourth place 
role play 1, second place role play 2, second place 
overall
Restaurant and Food Service Management: 
Cameron Harbridge, second place exam, third 
place role play 1, second place role play 2, first 
place overall
Sports and Entertainment Marketing: Erich 
Schmoldt, first place exam, first place role play 1, 
second place role play 2, second place overall
Sports and Entertainment Marketing - Team: 
Brock Wester/Parker Prahl, third place exam, 
third place overall

DECA Update
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State/International DECA 
Sixteen students attended the DECA State Career 
Development Conference in Lake Geneva. After 
competing in prepared events, exams, and role 
plays, four students – James Peck, Will Tappa, 
Jessica Schmoldt and Cameron Harbridge, ad-
vanced to compete in the DECA International 
Career Development Conference, held in Atlanta 
in April. Ryan Kampert and Erich Schmoldt were 
medalists in their events.
 
At ICDC, James, Will, Jessica and Cameron were 
joined by Erich Schmoldt, Malea Tessen, Eliza-
beth Enoch, Nevaeh Brown, Miranda Bruno and 
Bethany Schmoldt, who took part in the Thrive 
Academy leadership program. Will earned silver 
ribbon finalist recognition for finishing in the 
top 10 among 150 competitors in the marketing 
exam. 
 
We are looking forward to competing again next 
year!
 

Middle School Challenge
In March, seventh and eighth grade DECA mem-
bers traveled to Wisconsin Rapids for the inaugu-
ral Middle School Business Challenge. Students 
were placed in groups with peers from Rapids 
and tasked with creating a product and business 
from scratch, then pitching it to potential “inves-
tors” in a Shark Tank-style setting. Teachers from 
both schools were impressed with how well stu-
dents worked with people they had just met, and 
blown away by the creativity and thoroughness of 
the presentation

Bucks Experience
Also in January, more 
than 60 DECA mem-
bers in grades 7-12 
traveled to Milwaukee 
to visit Fiserv Forum 
for a Bucks game. 
While the home team 
didn’t get the win, our 
students definitely 
collected more Bucks 
T-shirts sponsored by 
Gruber Law Offices 
than any other group 
in the arena!



Spanish Trip 2022
A group of students, teachers, and chaperones 
from Iola-Scandinavia took a week-long trip to 
Puerto Rico from March 22-29 through ISHS 
Spanish Club. The group contained 19 students 
with one Sophomore, five Juniors, 12 Seniors, 
and one foreign  exchange student from Germa-
ny. After having originally planning a trip that 
would have taken place in 2021, the students 
were finally able to travel this spring after having 
to deal with COVID-19 related travel restrictions 
the past couple of years. This is the first trip the 
Spanish Club has taken since their 2018 trip to 
Costa Rica. 

The seven-day trip started with the group flying 
into San Juan, the capital city, and most populat-
ed city of Puerto Rico. They stayed at a hotel that 
was only a few blocks from the beach which al-
lowed everyone to use the scheduled leisure time 
to relax by and swim in the Atlantic Ocean. 

The day after arriving, the group began their 
adventures by visiting the city of Old San Juan. 
Old San Juan is full of historic buildings, church-

es, and other architecture. Before the group was 
given the opportunity to walk around Old San 
Juan by themselves to shop, eat, and discover the 
local beauty, the group was given a walking tour 
of part of Old San Juan, along with a tour of El 
Morro, a massive 16th Century fortress. The stu-
dents learned a lot about the history of the United 
States claiming Puerto Rico as a territory, along 
with the massive role Puerto Rico played in help-
ing the U.S. during wars. The group was given 
time to wander around the fortress, take pictures, 
read about the history, and also look at the crazy 
number of iguanas that roamed the fortress walls. 

The second full day in Puerto Rico took the group 
to the rainforest early in the morning. The tour 
was mostly given from the inside of the bus where 
a tour guide gave plenty of information. They saw 
an array of different plants while also stopping 
and getting out at several locations. They saw a 
couple of water falls, a natural pool, a large tow-
er, and many mango trees. The group could hear 
frogs from all over the rainforest and enjoyed 
seeing a little bit of wildlife, most notably a large 
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slug. After the rainforest, they continued their 
day to Luquillo Beach, a perfectly crescent sand 
beach with views of the rainforest. Unfortunately, 
the rain that day mostly kept the group indoors 
and away from the beach, trying different food 
and going to different shops that lined the beach. 

The next day, which many students reported as 
their favorite day, was a catamaran boat tour 
with the option of snorkeling. The group loaded 

onto the boat in the morning and headed first to 
an uninhabited island where many boats were 
docked. Many students chose to visit the island, 
just a short swim from the boat, while some of 
the group stayed and relaxed on the boat in the 
sun. After a short burst of rain, a few students 
jumped in the water with snorkeling gear to prac-
tice snorkeling before arriving at the coral reef. 
Leaving the island, the group traveled to an area 
filled with coral where snorkeling was a must for 



almost everyone. From the boat, the group could 
see where the waters of the Caribbean and the 
ocean meet, two different shades of blue. 

The following day the group got ready for a two-
night stay in Parguera. A long bus ride took the 
group first to the city of Ponce, the second most 
populated city of Puerto Rico. This southern 
city is where the group visited a castle where the 
family that produced the first rum in Puerto Rico 
lived. After the tour, the group returned to the 
bus where they traveled to the square of Ponce 
where they were given time to shop, eat, and 
explore. The day didn’t stop there; the group got 
back onto the bus and drove to tour a coffee plan-
tation. The coffee plantation produced not only 
coffee but also cornmeal in the past. The tour 
consisted of the history of the plantation along 
with the history of Puerto Rico in general. 

The group then arrived at their second hotel in 
Parguera where they were able to walk to an area 
with lots of shops and restaurants. Later that 

night, the group loaded onto two boats that took 
them away from the land into a bioluminescent 
bay. The bioluminescent bay is concentrated with 
plankton that glow when something disrupts the 
water. The group was able to jump in and swim 
where they began noticing their arms and legs 
glowing as they moved. It was an out of this world 
experience for the group and many students 
agree this was the highlight of the whole trip. 

The last two days of the trip allowed the group to 
relax, swim, go to souvenir shops, and optionally 
visit an island by water taxi. The group returned 
to San Juan on the last day where they stayed 
their final night before departing early in the 
morning on the 29th. 

The group would like to thank everyone who 
helped to support the trip. A special thanks goes 
to the Thunderbird Booster Club, Interact Trav-
el, all of the chaperones and teachers, and every 
parent who supported their child in helping them 
go on this once in a lifetime experience. 
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Summer is almost here but that doesn’t 
mean things slow down around the music 
department. Springtime is a busy and 
exciting time for us. The band students 
have been busy preparing for many per-
formances.

The previous T-Bird Times article men-
tioned Solo and Ensemble happening on 
March 5. This was a very successful event 
for our students and the first time this 
event happened in person since 2020. 
There were six events that qualified for 
State Solo and Ensemble on Saturday, 
May 7 at UW-Stevens Point. Congrat-
ulations to Dylan Sampe, Mia Brier, 
Mac Kizewski, Liz Enoch, Ella Thomp-
son, Morgan Krueger, Willow Otremba, 
Emma McMorrow, Kelly Jones, Kenzie Woyak, 
and Alyiah Weed

The middle and high school band and choirs 
are preparing for the Spring Fine Arts Festival 
on May 13. This also includes an art show with 
the art department, displaying some wonderful 
student artwork. We have a lot of excellent music 
to share and can’t wait. The fifth and sixth grade 
bands are also preparing for their Spring Fine 
Arts Festival on Thursday, May 19 at the elemen-
tary school. 

After those concerts it still doesn’t slow down 
though! The high school band and eighth grade 
band members are preparing for Graduation. 
This will be the first time we are able to be back 
in person playing music for the ceremony since 
2019. This is a very special event and we are so 
grateful to have the opportunity to provide music 
for it.

The high school band will also be back for the 
Memorial Day parade and ceremony in Iola as 

well. We will have students performing Taps for 
wreath laying ceremonies in Scandinavia and 
Iola that morning. We are excited to be a part of 
the parade again and to provide music to honor 
our veterans and to remember those who are no 
longer with us. 

Lastly, the band program was able to run the 
50/50 raffle twice at basketball games this winter. 
Thanks to the Booster Club for supporting this 
and for all the donations and tickets purchased. 
The proceeds from this helped us purchase two 
brand new trombones for beginning students to 
use who can’t afford to rent their own instrument. 
 
The third grade students, Ms. Anderson, and Mrs. 
Danielson put on a very special program celebrat-
ing goodwill which took place on Friday, May 27 
at the I-S Elementary School. The special event 
was called “Make A Difference.”

This put a smile on our faces and a special beat in 
our hearts! Well done third graders!  You made a 
difference in our lives! We can ALL make a differ-
ence in the world!

Music Department Update
Students Participate in State Solo and Ensemble



South Pole Pig
One School, One Book Schoolwide Read Aloud    

In March the entire elementary school created an all-
school book club as we read The Adventures of a South 
Pole Pig by Chris Kurtz together. Each family, teachers, 
administrators, educational assistants, maintenance 
staff, and food service workers received a copy of the 
book. Students read the book in their classrooms and 
at home and did a variety of extension activities related 
to the story. 

In the book, Flora the pig was both adventurous and 
courageous: The day Flora spotted a team of sled dogs 
was the day she set her heart on becoming a sled pig. 
Before she knew it, she was on board a ship to Ant-
arctica for the most exhilarating — and dangerous 
— adventure of her life. Throughout the book, Flora 
overcomes obstacles and persists to make her dream a 
reality. This book tied in well with our Social Emotion-
al Learning goals for the month which were persever-
ance and resilience. Students were able to learn about 
not giving up in the presence of obstacles from the 
characters and apply what they learned to their own 
lives. 

Youth Art Month
The Youth Art Month Contest theme at Iola-Scandi-
navia Elementary School this year was “Piggy Art.” We 
“piggybacked” on the One School, One Book choice, 
The Adventures of a South Pole Pig.
 
Here are the winners in each age category:
 
4K-2nd                             
1st Lily Ivey
2nd Lydia Radies
3rd Ruby Radies
  
5th & 6th
1st Taedym Peskie
2nd Lydia Jones
3rd Abigail Bonikowske

 

Art Update
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3rd & 4th
1st Nola Mae Vater

2nd Alison Burgdorf
3rd Gabby Rincon

7th-Adult
1st McKenzie Bonikowske (right)

2nd Chris Ostricki
3rd Mrs. Langman

Extension activities included daily trivia questions, 
character dress-up days, class discussions, STEM proj-
ects like building a dog sled, learning about the Idi-
tarod, and following a musher through the race. Mrs. 
Willems also had a month-long “Piggy Art” contest 
for students and adults. Peope with racing sled dogs 
visited the elementary school to share their knowledge. 
Kids got to pet the dogs and try out the sleds for them-
selves as well as learn about all the equipment needed 
for racing. This wonderful experience helped build a 
community of readers. We learned that when a whole 
school reads a book, there is a lot to talk about!
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High School Musical
I-S Musical Theatre was proud to present three sold 
out performances February 18-20 of  Disney’s High 
School Musical. The show featured a large cast and a 
plot that hit close to home for its student performers!

Returning in lead roles were: senior Isaiah Hoyord 
(Troy); juniors Elizabth Enoch (Gabriella), Mia Brier 
(Ms. Darbus), and Will Meier (Ryan). Debuting in lead 
roles were senior Parker Prahl (Chad), junior Malea 
Tessen (Sharpay) and 
sophomore Miranda 
Bruno (Taylor). They 
were joined on stage 
with an ensemble cast 
of nearly 40 additional 
students representing 
students from grades 
5-12.

The show was topped off by a special performance 
from sixth grade teacher Sam Bertsch as Coach Bolton. 
The production was aided by an additional 18 stage 
crew members as well as numerous parent volunteers. 
This was the third production for co-directors Erin 
Bruno, Janet Glodowski and Shannon Huettner. 
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FCCLA Recognition
There have been big steps made for the FCCLA 
members of Iola-Scandinavia High School! Some 
members of our chapter competed in the regional 
competition at SPASH in February and all five 
members qualified for state. The members in-
cluded Alyssa Tap, Miranda Wegener, Ella Gullix-
on, Makayla Much, and Marin Hoyord. They ad-
vanced to the state competition with their events 
which took place in March at the Kalahari Resort. 
With all of their hard work and dedication, these 
five proceeded to also qualify for nationals at San 
Diego! The National Competition is June 30 - 
July 3.  Due to conflicting schedules and planned 
vacations the girls have decided not to attend.
 
Our chapter also received a gold rating in “Out-
standing Chapter” and “Top Chapter of the Year” 
- Small Chapter.  
 
One of our community service projects this year 
focused on providing tie blankets for birthing 
centers in Waupaca and Stevens Point.  This year 

we made over 30 blankets to be delivered soon.  
Another project that is still in progress is our re-
cycled bottle cap art. We are still in the process of 
collecting plastic bottle caps in order to create our 
bottle cap art that will be displayed at local busi-
nesses. Please keep collecting your bottle caps.
 
Along with the competition fun, our chapter is 
also getting ready for the end of another success-
ful school year. Elections for our 2022-2023 of-
ficers will be taking place soon where we will de-
cide who our new leaders for the next school year 
will be. We will also be partaking in some end of 
the year awards and activities to wrap up the year 
and have some fun. We would like to thank all of 
our chapter officers and a special congratulations 
and thanks goes out to the graduating seniors.  
What a productive year for the Iola-Scandinavia 
High School FCCLA chapter! 

By Marin Hoyord
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Where will my child go to attend 
the Extended Learning Center? 
The ELC will be housed in a classroom at I-SES. 
Staff will get students to and from their 4K class-
room and ELC.

If my child participates in the 
ELC and 4K program, how will
they get to school?
Students may ride the regular morning/afternoon 
bus routes or parents may drop off/pick up their 
child for the ELC/4K day. 

Will mid-day transportation be 
provided if I don’t want to 
participate in the ELC?  
The district will not provide mid-day transporta-

tion. Families may pick up/drop their children off 
for their scheduled 4K class. 

Does my child have to 
attend the ELC? 
No, this is an optional service offered to families.
 
I appreciate your willingness to work together in 
providing the best possible learning environment 
for all learners. Thank you for partnering with 
us as we work together to make your child’s first 
experience one of joy, learning, and play.
 
Please feel free to contact me with any questions 
or concerns.  I am here to support the students 
and families of this great community! 
 
Go Thunderbirds,

Stacey Wester, Principal
westers@iola.k12.wi.us or 715-445-2411 x1201

Continued from page 7

On February 15, five teams from Iola-Scandina-
via High School traveled to Mid-State Technical 
College in Wisconsin Rapids to compete in the Fi-
nance and Investment Challenge Bowl. We have 
one team that took first place in the consolation 
bracket. The team consisted of James Peck, Erich 
Schmoldt, Adam Vanden Bush and Clara Koles. 
This team also qualified for the State Tournament 
which will be held on May 18, in Madison.
 
At state they will be competing against 30 other 
schools from around the state. The Finance and 
Investment Bowl Challenge is a quiz bowl compe-
tition that helps teach high school students about 
personal finance and economics. FICB aligns with 
statewide learning standards and is an effective 
strategy to promote learning. The competition 
features student teams competing for trophies 
and fabulous prizes in an atmosphere of friendly 
competition.

 
The competition is sponsored by Asset Builders 
which is a non-profit organization with a mis-
sion  of promoting financial education and wealth 
building strategies to enhance the quality of life of 
youth, families and communities.

Students Compete in Financial Quiz Bowl



As another school year comes to a close, we at the 
Booster Club are so grateful for all our members 
and volunteers from this year. With your help, we 
were once again able to offer concessions at home 
games as well as fund several items and help stu-
dents in many ways. Some include: 

• $100 per student traveling to 
Puerto Rico (Spanish trip) and 
Orlando (baseball trip)

• $125 per student for DECA stu-
dents traveling to Atlanta for 
competition

• $1,000 for post prom 
• $500 to FCCLA students travel-

ing for competition
• $500 to musical 
• $200 for Quiz Bowl t-shirts
• Offering $5/hour to concession stand workers 

to designate to an eligible student account
• Supporting a 50/50 raffle for students groups 

to raise funds

Thank you for purchasing fan apparel in our 
spring sale through the Booster Club. Informa-
tion about seasonal sales can be found on the 
Thunderbird Booster Club facebook page. 

The Thunderbird Booster Club 2022-2023 Mem-
bership Drive is happening soon. Members from 
last school year will receive an application in the 
mail. If you would like to be a member, please 
contact Jana Tappa at jana.tappa@gmail.com. 

Members include parents, teach-
ers, coaches, business owners, 
organizations, and community 
members who support all Io-
la-Scandinavia students involved 
in co-curriculars. This includes 
our athletic teams and students 
involved in clubs and academic 
organizations. The fees collected 
during our membership drive once 
a year help us to make sure kids in 
the district have as many opportu-

nities as possible. 

We encourage all coaches, families, and local 
businesses to show their support by joining for as 
little as $10 per school year. One hundred percent 
of the membership funding goes back to help stu-
dent groups. Members are encouraged to attend 
(but do not have to attend) meetings held on the 
fourth Wednesday of the month at 6:30 pm in the 
middle school conference room. 

Booster Club Update
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Second graders have been studying matter and its properties.  Recently, they used differ-
ent materials to design/create a device that would protect Humpty (a hard boiled egg) 
from various falls.  They were able to use their experiences to revise their designs.  Some 
students had successful drops from 4 feet with one group being triumphant from 6 feet!

Humpty!



STEAM Fest

22 T-Bird Times

Students in first through fifth grade participated in this 
year’s STEAM Fest. Lots of fun and learning occurred 
as they worked on their projects!

This issue of the T-Bird Times was designed by students in 
the high school’s Computer Applications 1 class. Students 
included Jayson Berrens, Ethan Clancy, Kanyen Dalbec, Grant 
Fredy, Parker Gullixon, Weston Knorr, Kyleigh Knutson, Sean 
Krueger, Makayla Much, and Olivia Schwirtz. The class is 
taught by Scott Tappa. Cover photo by Jana Tappa.
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