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This 
week is 
Read 
Across 
America 
Week, in 
conjunc-
tion with Dr. 
Seuss’ birthday 

This Week’s 
Need to Know 

 
FACT OF THE WEEK: Oh, the Places 
You’ll Go was the last book Dr. 
Seuss published alive. 
 
LIFE HACK OF THE WEEK:  
The amount of time a traffic light 
stays yellow corresponds to the 
first digit of the speed limit. So if it 
is 40 mph zone, the yellow light 
will last for about 4 seconds. 
 
JOKE OF THE WEEK: What day is a 
band director’s 
favorite? 
 
BRAINTEASER OF 
THE WEEK: Solve 
this rebus puzzle. 
 
Answers to joke and brainteaser 
are on the bottom. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Friday, March 5 
 - BBB @ Region Semifinals v. SF 
Christian (7:00) 
Tuesday, March 9 
 - Washington DC 2022 Trip Zoom 
Meeting (7:00) 
Monday, March 15 
 - End of 3rd Quarter 
Thursday, March 18 
 - No School—Spring Break 
Friday, March 19  
 - No School—Spring Break 
 

 
Worth Mentioning 

 
BLUE DRAGON BOYS BASKETBALL 
took down #4 Tri-Valley on Tues-
day. This opened up the boys to 
play #1 in the region, Sioux Falls 
Christian, tonight @ 7:00  
 
THANK YOU and GOOD LUCK to 
Leslie Longhenry (administrative 
assistant) and Jodi Gloe (study hall 
supervisor and attendance coordi-
nator) as they pursue new oppor-
tunities in other career paths. Al-
ways a Blue Dragon! 
 
END OF THE 3RD QUARTER is on 
March 15. Make sure you are stay-
ing on top of your classes for these 
final few weeks of the quarter. 
 
COUNTDOWN TO BREAK: 12 Days 
Next break is March 18 through 
March 21—Spring Break 

by Peyton Hove 
staff writer 
 
Academics 
     With five teachers out 
for illness and two gone 
for personal reasons, Gar-
retson High School has 
never experienced a sub-
stitute takeover like this 
before. There has been 
some controversy going 
around the school whether 
GHS should have shut 
down for two weeks. 
     “No, because it is harder to learn online and we have 
enough substitutes,” said junior Tayson Swateck.  
“I think we should have shut down, because we didn’t 
know whether or not we were exposed as well,” stated 
senior Sophia Mosley.  
     GHS still remained in school even without their typical 
teacher, but would they have kept it open if sports were-
n’t in session? On the other hand, when asked how stu-
dents handled the new faces multiple students agreed 
for the most part-learning would be tough. 
     “The hardest part has been not having clear instruc-
tions from the teachers,” said sophomore Kayla 
Genzlinger. 
     “Not being able to ask the teachers questions, and get 
their help on assignments has been the most frus-
trating,” said junior Erin Steen. 
     Sophomore Dylan Jessen is more worried about when 
the teachers come back, “The fact that when all the 
teachers come back, I have to get all my assignments 
done that day worries me.” 
     Thankfully, most of the teachers are back and for the 
most part healthy. Hopefully, Garretson High School will 
never experience a lack of teachers again.  
 
Athletics 
     Last week Tuesday an hour 
prior to tip off, the Garretson 
girls basketball team received a 
message from Coach Schrank 
saying, “...the game has been 
postponed.” A lot of questions 
were going through everyone’s 
head, “what happened?”, “are 
we going to play?”, “is it some-
thing with COVID?”  
     A few minutes later, Coach 
Schrank later explained that Gar-
retson’s assistant coach, Mrs. 
Howe, tested positive for COVID 
and he would soon get tested as 
well. The tension and anxiety the 
team experienced the next few 

hours was enough to send 
the girls into lockdown 
mode. 
     “I was scared that we 
weren’t going to be able to 
play and that I had just 
played my last game with-
out knowing it,” said senior 
Lizzie Olson. 
     That evening Mr. Steckler 
and Mr. Long went through 
film to rewatch practices to 
see if any of the girls would 
be considered as “close con-
tact.” Thankfully Coach 

Schrank was distant enough to let the girls continue play-
ing.  
     The next day Mr. Steckler announced to the team that 
he would be filling in for Mr. Schrank as well as Mr. Long 
and Ms. Williamson filling in for Mrs. Howe. The game 
was still to go on, just without the usual coaching staff.  
     The Blue Dragons defeated Mr. Dustin Steckler and 
the lady Quarriers Wednesday afternoon and would later 
play Sioux Falls Christian on Friday.  
     “We trusted in the back up coaches and each other. 
We knew what we had to do. We kept encouraging each 
other and pushing each other to win,” stated Olson. 
     Since their head and assistant coach were quaran-
tined, their backup coaches remained with them til the 
end. Garretson lost to SFC 37-60. 
     “Those three days were difficult. It was hard without 
the “face” of the team not there to yell at us. Mr. Steck-
ler, Mr. Long, and Mrs. Williamson did a great job in 
helping us prepare, but we just couldn’t execute,” said 
Olson. 
     The girls basketball team wasn’t the only team out a 
coach, the boys basketball team assistant coach, Cory 
Buchholz was out as well, but came back just in time be-

fore their first round 
game.  
     “We missed his ener-
gy during practices and 
joking around with him. 
I was just happy he was 
able to be at the game,” 
said senior Jake 
Schroeder.  
     The boys basketball 
team defeated the Tri-
Valley Mustangs 53-46 
Tuesday and will play 
tonight against the Sioux 
Falls Christian Chargers. 
The game is at Sioux 
Falls Christian with a 
7:00 p.m. tip off. 

JOKE: March 4th (march forth)    BRAINTEASER: History Repeats Itself 

COVID hits home at GHS 

Blue Ink 

Sudden spike in positive cases and close contacts cause school to 
scramble both academically and athletically 

The girls basketball team experienced some very drastic changes, but want 
to express their thanks to the three coaches for stepping up and helping 
them continue to play! Stepping in to help were junior high girls basketball 
coach Amber Williamson, activities director Kevin Steckler, and high school 
principal Chris Long. 

Photo by Angela Bly 

by Blue Ink Journalists 
staff writers 
 
Kayla G, sophomore: “It has defi-
nitely been a lot harder, but we do 
get the work time we need.“ 

Dylan J, sophomore: “It hasn’t 
been harder because I get to watch 
YouTube and YouTube teaches me 
a lot.” 
 
 

Aiden M, senior: “No it has been 
smooth sailing, and if something 
goes wrong, there is no one to 
back you up.” 
 

Blue  
Dragon 
thoughts 

With so many teachers out this past week, has it been easier or harder to 
learn without them? What has been the hardest part? 
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by Rebekah Roth 
staff writer—editorial 
 
     Wow—all we can say is this week’s episode, 
while dramatic, was so underwhelming! This 
episode, which was aired on Monday, featured 
the Women Tell All, where some of the Bache-
lor’s contestants who hadn’t been given a rose 
previously talked about their experience on the 
show and with the other women. The Women 
Tell All is supposed to give watchers an inside 
look on the conflicts and tension among the 
women, but honestly, all we got this season 
was the girls explaining drama they had already 
covered, a lot of tears, and Matt James with a 
beard!  
     Not all the contestants were in the Women 
Tell All; it was mainly the women who had 
made it past the first few weeks and played a 
prominent role in the show. We wish Sarah 
made an appearance on the show, and wheth-
er or not she regretted leaving. However, we 
were really looking forward to having Victoria come back, 
but she wasn’t the “queen” we expected her to be. She 
kept quiet, until she was spoken to, and rather than being 
rude and offensive, she was a crying mess.  
     Overall, the women tell all just wasn’t the same with-
out the crowd. Typically at least one contestant gets into 
it with an audience member, that’s our favorite part to 
watch. I think this week’s episode was just trying to in-

crease the 
excitement 
for the finale 
next week.  
     The sneak 
peek for next 
week showed 
us tears by all 
the contest-
ants, including 
Matt, the pas-
sionate fanta-
sy sweets, and 
the heated 
argument be-
tween the 
bachelor and 
his father. 
Truthfully, the 
preview was 

way more shocking than the entire episode itself! This 
finale will be like none other, at least we think. We won-
der if Rachael will leave from all the pressure and if Bri 
and Matt’s relationship is strong enough for a proposal.  
     Overall, the Women Tell All episode was equal parts 
uneventful and attention-grabbing. But, we are definitely 
excited for next week and the entertainment to come!  

     The Washington DC trip will be 
held June 9-12 2022. We are holding 
an information meeting March 9th 
on Zoom to get information. 
 
Topic: Washington DC Info Meeting 
Time: Mar 9, 2021 07:00 PM Central 
Time (US and Canada) 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us04web.zoom.us/
j/6407189656?
pwd=LzB5REhkQ3ZMZmpKcWt3ZGxk
Y1Z6Zz09 
 
Meeting ID: 640 718 9656 
Passcode: 1ZnTej 
 
     The trip includes roundtrip trans-
portation, sightseeing transporta-
tion, a course leader, quality hotel 
accommodations, all breakfasts and 
dinners, admission fees, and evening 
activities. Prices are $2,119 for an 
adult and $1,831. 
 
     For more information, visit the 
site: https://sites.google.com/view/
dc2022  Washington DC in 2022! 
(google.com)  

Washington 
DC 2022 

     Keep in touch with what is hap-
pening in the school and with our 
Blue Dragon athletics.  
 
SCHOOL: @GHSBlueDragons 
BOOSTERS: @BDragonBoosters 
FOOTBALL: @BlueDragonFB 
VOLLEYBALL: @BlueDragonVB 
SOCCER: @GarretsonSoccer 
BOYS BASKETBALL: @BlueDragonBBB 
GIRLS BASKETBALL: @BlueDragonHoops 

GOLF: @ghs_golf2017 
 
     You can 
also follow 
the Blue Ink 
on snapchat 
at 
ghs_blueink. 

Blue Dragon 
Social Media 

by Dustyn Winterton 
staff writer 
 
     Last week the Garretson FFA chapter cele-
brated National FFA. The FFA chapter cele-
brated like they usually do but with a couple 
of differences.  
     This year the petting zoo and the commu-
nity breakfast were held at a different time 
than last year. The petting zoo was on Thurs-
day instead of Friday this year. They also 
changed the date of the community breakfast 
from Saturday to Sunday allowing them to 
serve over 300 meals. 
     Alysha Kientopf said that her favorite part 
of this year's FFA week was how simple it was. She also 
said that she will incorporate some of the ideas she got 
from this year into future years. 
     Mrs. Kientopf’s student teacher Maddie Wenninger 
also said that some of the differences between her 

school’s FFA week and ours is that we had a petting zoo 
and they didn't but they do have fun lunch activities. She 
also said that her favorite part of our FFA week was the 
petting zoo. 

FFA Week 

by Morgan Swenson 
staff writer—editorial 
 
     Over the last few weeks we have gone through a hun-
dred degree difference. Just a few weeks ago it was 
about negative 30°f. On Wednesday March 3rd it was 
63°f.  
     This weekend the weather is supposed to be in the 
50s to 60s here in Garretson. This next week on Tuesday 
the weather is supposed to get up to 67°f. But then the 
rest of the week it’s going to be back in the 40s. 
Wednesday, there is a 50% chance of rain.  
     From Wednesday the 10th through Thursday the 18th 
it's going to stay in the 40s. The high is supposed to be 
47. But who knows it could change on us and drop to 
the negatives again or rise up into the 60s. 
     Go out and enjoy the weather this weekend. With our 
bipolar weather we never know when it could change on 
us. This weekend's high is 63°f on Sunday. Have fun this 
weekend with the beautiful weather. 

Mr. Bennett returns to 
the nation’s capital and 
you have the chance to 

go with! 
June 9-12, 2022 

Week 9 Bachelor Buzz 

Matt James appears on the Women Tell All episode to address the 
contestants and his experience. James shocks the contestants with his 
new look: a beard.  

Bipolar weather 

Read this 
week’s issue 
to find the 
answers to 
the crossword 
puzzle 

Blue Ink crossword 
trivia 

The Garretson FFA Leadership team visited Mayor Beaner to get the official National FFA Week 
proclamation signed. The Garretson FFA is a very involved organization in the entire 
community helping with education, community assistance, and interaction and opportunities 

https://sites.google.com/view/dc2022
https://sites.google.com/view/dc2022
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by Trever Edmundson 
staff writer 
 
     This year three Garretson 
High School students took part 
in the South Dakota Page Pro-
gram: Caeden Bunde, Kennedy 
Buckneberg, Caroline Hoskins. 
There they worked in Pierre 
and helped with daily govern-
ment functions within the capi-
tal during the winter session.  
     I asked two time visiting 
page, Caeden Bunde, how his 
experience in the capital went. 
This is what he had to say, “My 
time at the state capital was 
very short, yet I enjoyed every 
day of it. Meeting with the leg-
islators brought good 
knowledge and connections for 

my future as well. I most all enjoyed following certain house bills in the com-
mittees and on the house floor.”  
     What was the best part? “My favorite part about this experience would be 
hearing very controversial bills on both the floor and committee meetings. 
When we have controversial bills come up we get to see a string of debates 
back and forth about the topic. Controversial bills also bring in large sums of 
people who are interested in that certain bill. You could tell they were only 
there for that bill when they all leave the room at once after the bills fate is 
decided.”  
     Many may not really know what exactly the page program is, but for those 
curious Caeden also had this to say on what it really is, “The page program is 
an opportunity for high schoolers to go out to the state capital for two weeks 
and learn about the legislative process. During that time you work for the 
state and help wherever help is needed. You are paid for working there as 
well. The program also gives you opportunities to make new connections for 
the future.”  
     Caeden’s favorite part of his time spent within the program was hearing 
the controversial bills on both the floor and committee meetings. “When we 
have controversial bills come up we get to see a string of debates back and 
forth about the topic. Controversial bills also bring in large sums of people 
who are interested in that certain bill,” says Caeden. For those who are 
wanting to become a page you can visit the state legislative website and fol-
low the steps from there to see 
more information about the 
process and how to sign up.  
     Buckneberg really enjoyed 
her experience, “Overall I 
would say the experience was 
definitely worth it. I would have 
applied for the page program 
last year when I was a junior 
but I did not know it was a 
thing. I encourage the upcom-
ing juniors and seniors to look 
more into it! I made so many 
amazing friends and even 
formed a friendship with the 
people I stayed with! It truly is 
an all around amazing experi-
ence!! “ 

Page program Senior Spotlight Jacob Facile 

Activities Involved In:  
Golf 
 
Best Part of Senior Year:  
Even though I’m online, 
Mr. Steckler being able to 
wake me up in the morn-
ing. 
 
What Will You Miss Most:  
My entire class because 
their won’t be another 
time  we will see each oth-
er and also the teachers 
 
Plans for Next Year:  
Attend Lake Area Tech for 
Financial Services 

Activities Involved In:  
Basketball 
Football 
Track & Field 
NHS 
 
Best Part of Senior Year:  
Privs 
 
What Will You Miss Most:  
Just hanging out with 
friends and sports 
 
Plans for Next Year:  
Go to SDSU for Pre-Med 
 

Triston Rekstad 

Garretson sends three 
to the state capital 
for an inside look 

at government 

Mar. 8—Molly Hulscher (senior): Favorite Gift: “A card from my mom” 
 
Mar.  16—Lauren Heesch (senior): Favorite Gift: “My tattoo because I have 
always wanted one and it’s something I’ll always remember.” 
 
Mar.  23—Jaelyn Benson (junior): Favorite Gift: “Probably my phone because I 
use it on a daily basis and it helps me a LOT.” 
 
Mar. 25—Peyton Hove (senior): Favorite Gift: “My phone because I finally felt 
like I was part of the ‘cool’ older kids.” 
 
Mar. 30—Bryn Swatek (freshman): Favorite Gift: “My Birkenstocks because I 
wear them all the time.” 

Blue Ink birthday shout outs 

Seniors Caroline Hoskins, Caeden Bunde, and Kennedy 
Buckneberg spent two weeks in Pierre helping out in the 
House of Representatives while the South Dakota State 
Congress was in session. 

Photo submitted by Caroline Hoskins 

Above: Caroline H., Caeden B., Kennedy B., celebrating their time in Pieere during a formal gathering. 
Below: The entire group of selected students from across the state of South Dakota who helped in the 
Senate and the House during the legislative session. Photo from Caroline Hoskins 

Photo from Kennedy Buckneberg 


