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It’s great to be young and a Comet!

Comet
Calendar

March 12
End of 3rd Quarter

March 15
Purple and White 
Students Return

March 15-19
Mental Health 
Week

March 24, 25
PT Conferences

March 26-April 4
Spring Break

April 8
Freshmen
Orientation

April 10
VVC Art Show

April 13
SAT

April 15
PSAT8/9, PSAT10

District will re-open to all 
purple and white students

For the first time in exactly one year 
the students with names at the beginning 
of the alphabet will be in school with stu-
dents with names at the end of the alpha-
bet. 

On Mon., March 15, both the Purple 

The district nurses want to re-
mind parents/guardians to keep all 
members of the household home if 
any ONE member has symptoms.

will be used to work with the all-remote 
students.

At OHS, safety precautions will still 
be in place -- one-way traffic in the halls, 
limited use of lockers, expanded use of 
outdoor spaces, and social distancing by 

and White 
groups of 
students will 
return to in-
person learn-
ing. The deci-
sion to only 
bring in the 
already in-person students arises from an 
agreement between the Oakwood Unit 
76 Board of Education and the Oakwood 
Education Association. 

OHS will still be using the 1:40 dis-
missal schedule that has been in use all 
year long. Wednesdays will also continue 
to be all-remote days. Both of those times 

the students as 
much as pos-
sible.

The district 
admin i s t r a -
tion encourag-
es students to 
find alternate 

methods of transportation aside from the 
bus. This will allow us to keep numbers 
down on the buses.

Some parents of remote students have 
asked about their students returning. At 
this time, that is not an option. But if this 
next step proves safe and successful it 
could be revisited.
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Engage            Educate         Empower

Miller honored for Motivation; Ruch is top athlete
Bugaj named Comet of the Month

Jalynn
Bugaj 

Kaelyn
Miller

Isaiah
Ruch

Physical Education and Driver 
Education teacher Jeff Mandrell 
has been chosen as the March 
Staff Member of the Month.

Mandrell is also the boys bas-
ketball coach in his third year 
at OHS. He led the team to the 
VVC title in his first year as a 
Comet. This year’s team is cur-
rently undefeated in the VVC 
also.

Mandrell is willing to help out 
around the building wherever 
he is needed. He takes tempera-

Mandrell earns March staff member of the month

The OHS Student Rec-
ognition Committee has 
chosen Jalynn Bugaj to be 
the March Student of the 
Month.

Bugaj is a senior who 
is a member of the High 
Honor Roll. She is also a 
member of National Hon-
or Society.

In the fall, Bugaj was 
chosen as Homecoming 
Queen.

Sophomore Kaelyn 
Miller is the winner of the 
Character Trait Award for 
Motivated.

Miller is a student who 
makes sure she is in atten-
dance every day -- in per-

son or remotely. She al-
ways has her assignments 
completed and will ask 
questions if she doesn’t 
understand.

Senior Isaiah Ruch has 
been selected as the Ath-
lete of the Month.

Ruch is a two-sport ath-
lete. He is a member of 

both the basketball and 
baseball teams.

Ruch plans to attend 
DACC and play baseball 
upon graduation.

tures in the morning, serves on 
the football chain gang, and does 
a variety of other tasks that are 
needed.

“He has a pleasant and profes-
sional attitude,” said Principal 
Tim Lee. “Nothing rattles him. 
He takes everything in stride and 
just does his job without a com-
plaint.”

Mandrell poses with the honor-
ary ‘O’ after being named March 
Staff Member of the Month.
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Counseling Corner

Graduation is planned for May 22
OHS is moving forward with ten-

tative plans for an outdoor gradua-
tion on the football field on May 22 
with May 23 as a rain date.

The graduation will start at 1 
p.m. and the OJHS graduation will 
follow.

There are no definite plans at this 
time as the administration will ad-
just based upon the pandemic re-
quirements at the time.

As we get more information from 

the Vermilion County Health De-
partment we will adjust the plans.

The administration’s goal is to al-
low as many people as safely pos-
sible to be able to see the gradua-
tion of the class of 2021. By using 
the football field, we will be outside 
and we will have more room to 
spread out. We also hope to use the 
new cameras installed on the foot-
ball field to live stream the event.

Follow @OakHS76 on Twitter

April 9 - Course Requests for next year due
April 9 - College Express applications due
Check out the Counselor Pages of the Oakwood 

High School website for more Financial Aid infor-
mation.  Here is a list of scholarships due in March:

-- Ag Future of America (AFA) Leader & Aca-
demic Scholarship

-- Farm Credit Illinois Agriculture Scholarship
-- Andrews/Brummett Memorial Scholarship
-- Balloon Association Of Greater Illinois
-- Beta Sigma Psi Scholarships
-- Illinois Sheriffs’ Association Scholarship
-- Red Mask Players--Jean Lewis Scholarship
-- Cameron Cunningham Foundation Scholar-

ship
-- DACC Scholarships
Reminder to seniors:  Completing the FAFSA 

(Free Application for Federal Student Aid) or sign-
ing the  Non-Participation form is required for 
graduation this year. If you plan to continue your 
education after high school,  the FAFSA can help 
you qualify for grants, student/parent loans and 
sometimes scholarships.  If you need help complet-
ing your FAFSA, or wish to sign the Non-Partici-
pation form, please see Mrs. Lee.

Prom 2021 is still on the cal-
endar for May 8 at The Dragon-
fly, but the IDPH is cautioning 
against school dances at this 
time.

The administration has set a 
date of April 16 to make the fi-
nal decision on whether to hold 
the Prom or not this year.

Stay tuned!

Prom?

Spring conferences 
on March 24 and 25

OHS will hold parent-teacher conferences on March 
24 and 25, from 4 to 7 p.m. We hope you will take ad-
vantage of the opportunity and schedule appointments 
with one or all of your student’s teachers.

This year’s conferences will be held on Wednesday 
and Thursday. There is no school on March 26.

Hopefully, the conference will allow teachers and 
parents to discuss the progress of their student. At this 
time, you will be able to voice any concern you might 
have about your child’s welfare.

Parents will be able to schedule conferences starting 
on March 8. Go to the school website (oakwood76.org) 
and click on the Parent/Teacher Conference link on the 
banner.

If a teacher wishes to schedule a conference with 
you, you will be notified.

All conferences will be remote by phone. Teachers 
will call you at your scheduled time with the number 
that we have listed in TeacherEase. Now would be a 
good time to confirm all TeacherEase information is 
current. If you need to make changes, please call the 
office.

If you have questions, please call the office 217-354-
2358. 
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Watch the Comets on the NFHS Network!

Upcoming Athletic Events

March 6 BBB Armstrong (H)  6 pm
March 8 BBB BHRA (A)  6 pm
March 9 SOC BHRA (A)        4:30 pm
March 11 SOC GRF (H)        4:30 pm
March 16 VB Salt Fork (A)  6 pm
March 18 SOC Schlarman (A)        4:30 pm
March 18 VB Armstrong (H)  6 pm
March 20 FB Oblong (H)  2 pm
March 22 VB Westville (A)  6 pm
March 23 SOC Hoop. Area (H)      4:30 pm
March 23 VB Milford (A)  6 pm
March 25 SOC BHRA (H)        4:30 pm
March 25 VB Hoop. Area (H) 6 pm
March 26 FB GRF (A)  7 pm
March 29 SOC Schlarman (H)        4:30 pm
March 29 JVFB GRF (A)  6 pm
March 30 SOC GRF (A)        4:30 pm
March 30 VB Salt Fork (H)  6 pm 

Due to COVID restrictions and lack of space in 
the OHS gym, there will be minimal fans at athletic 
events.

All VVC schools have determined that only 
home fans will be in attendance at games. Most 
games will be streamed on the NFHS Network.

Fans at OHS will be at the top of the gym. All 
spectators must wear masks.

Be aware that these dates can change every day 
due to weather, eligibility, and the pandemic.

The SAT exam will be given to 
all juniors on Tuesday, April 13.  
This is the third year the state of Il-
linois has used the SAT as their state 
mandated assessment.  

Students will be assessed in read-
ing, writing, language, and math. 
The test is given at no cost to stu-
dents and they will be able to use 
their scores for college admission. 

Juniors to take SAT on April 13
The sophomores and freshmen will 
also be testing that week. The soph-
omores will be taking the PSAT10 
and the freshmen will be taking the 
PSAT8/9.

Seniors will not be testing on 
April 13 and won’t be in attendance.

Those juniors who meet or ex-
ceed will be recognized next year 
and receive a series of rewards.

A student survey will be administered at your child’s 
school called the Illinois 5Essentials Survey. Students 
in grade 6 through 12 will participate in the survey. This 
is the seventh year the Illinois State Board of Education 
will implement this survey across the state. 

The survey will be open to Oakwood students, staff, 
and parents from March 22-25.

This survey is based on 20 years of research at the 
University of Chicago. It asks students about their ex-
periences in school, giving school leaders critical stu-
dent input to help develop school improvement plans. 

Parents across Illinois will have an opportunity to 
participate in the 5th annual statewide Illinois 5Essen-
tials Survey. This survey is designed to generate a de-
tailed picture of the inner workings of your school. 

Please visit https://survey.5-essentials.org/illinois/
survey/parent/ to begin. Parent surveys need to be com-
pleted by April 2, 2021.

5Essentials Survey 
open soon to parents
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Wienke wins 2021 Golden Ruler
Mrs. Sandi Wienke has been 

named the recipient of the 2021 
Golden Ruler Award for OHS.

Normally Wienke would be a 
guest of the district at the annual 
Golden Ruler banquet, but due to 
pandemic restrictions it will not 
be held this year.

Wienke was selected by the 
other staff members for her dedi-
cation to the students of OHS. 

Wienke serves OHS as the li-
brary aide, but fills a variety of 
tasks as they are needed through-
out the year.

“Sandi has been so valuable 

to OHS, especially this year,” said 
principal Tim Lee. “She is willing 
to jump in and fill whatever opening 
there might be that day.”

Spring Break -- March 26 to April 4

Wienke’s job has evolved over 
the years and now finds that tech-
nology issues take up much more 
of her time than actual books.

This is Wienke’s seventh year 
at OHS and 18th in the Oakwood 
district.

Each school in Vermilion 
County gets to choose one win-
ner from its staff each year. 

Other recent winners of the 
award for OHS have been:

2020 -- Jesse Johnson
2019 -- Teresa Cooper
2018 -- Shannan Ford
2017 -- Eric Fenton

Regional Champs

The OHS Academic Challenge team recently took 
first place in the DACC Division 700 Regional. Mem-
bers of the team are, back row, from left, Brevin Wells, 
Travis Goodner, Aaliyah Denius, Grant Powell, and Ti-

tus Berner. Front row, Jalynn Bugaj, Madelyn Miller, 
Ricci Arcay, Kalie Tison, Carlie Reitz, and Allie Mor-
ris. The team is coached by Mr. Eric Fenton.
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Follow us on Facebook at Oakwood High School Comets!

Scenes from OHS



March Oakwood High School Project Success 

2021
If OHS goes remote Project Success will be 
offering virtual programming! You must be 
enrolled to receive help. Email 
ohscoordinator@vcprojectsuccess.org to 
schedule virtual tutoring sessions. Follow us 
on Instagram & Facebook:

- @oakwoodprojectsuccess 
- Project Success Oakwood High School

Monday Tuesday Thursday Friday 

Purple Day White Day Purple Day White Day

1 2 4 5 
Snack 
Homework 
Clay Sculpting 

Snack 
Homework 
St. Patrick’s Day Slime

Snack 
Homework 
St. Patrick’s Day Slime 

Snack 
Homework 
Clay Sculpting 

8 9 11 12 
Snack 
Homework 
Personal Health Trivia 

Snack 
Homework 
Shamrock Shakes 

Snack 
Homework 
Shamrock Shakes 

Snack 
Homework 
Personal Health Trivia 

15 16 18 19 
Snack 
Homework 
Drug & Truancy Speaker

Snack 
Homework 
DIY Key Chains 

Snack 
Homework 
DIY Key Chains 

Snack 
Homework 
Drug & Truancy Speaker 

22 23 25 26 
Snack 
Homework 
Egg Drop 

Snack 
Homework 
Easter Egg Hunt 

Snack 
Homework 
Easter Egg Hunt

SPRING BREAK 

After School 
Calendar   

1:55p – 2:05p
 Sign-in/Snack

2:05p – 3:00p 
 Homework Help

3:00p – 3:50p 
Enrichment Activities

 Monday Tuesday Thursday Friday 
 Wednesday Remote Programming 
 7am-8am & 1:50pm-3:50pm 
 Calendar activities are subject to change! 


