
March 5, 2021 

 

Highland CUSD No. 5 Parents and Staff, 

March is always an exciting month with weather starting to improve, March madness, outdoor activities, 

and the final stretch to summer break (possibly Easter break if you are more near sighted).  It is more 

exciting this year due to the positive trends we are seeing in the COVID pandemic.  Finally, some 

optimism that normality might be a possibility in the future.  Today is especially exciting for me because 

the second dose of the vaccine is being provided to a large number of our staff through St. Joseph’s 

Hospital.  Not to belabor this point, but last month during the vaccine clinic I was able to visit a couple of 

times throughout the day and the optimism of our staff was amazing and the clinic almost seemed to be 

celebratory in nature.  It was a fun day and I look forward to seeing many of them again today. 

I have provided updates weekly and have come to appreciate the opportunity to put into words what is 

occupying my time and thoughts each week.  There is no doubt about what that has been this week.  A 

few short months ago we were concerned whether our students would have opportunities to 

participate in athletics or activities this year.  It was finally announced that some shortened 

opportunities would be provided for all athletics.  The timing of many of these programs is very different 

than in the past due to the inability to participate much of the Fall.  We have managed the mitigations 

required by IDPH and the Governor to this point relatively well.  I very much appreciate the cooperation 

from our parents, students, coaches, and community in attempting to follow the rules.  For the most 

part, mitigations have been sensible to the point of “Okay, we can do this”. 

We are now getting into the outside activities and athletics.  The current mitigations are a little more 

difficult to justify or defend.  I mean really, does it make sense that 50 spectators can safely attend a 

volleyball match in the gym and therefore only 50 spectators can attend a soccer match or football 

game, which is outside and covers much more space???  Could we social distance and wear masks if we 

had 200 or in some cases 600 spectators (football stadium)?  These are the questions our administration 

is dealing with at this point.  There are so many factors that I plan to provide a separate update for the 

purpose of communicating expectations we are going to adopt for Spring outside activities.  This update 

should be available early to mid-next week.   

One issue is we haven’t yet concluded the districts stance.  We are hopeful that the letter campaign and 

other advocacy efforts are successful in changing the State mitigations to 25% of capacity or other 

mitigation that makes the rules seem more sensible.   We have included local law enforcement in our 

discussions and plan to work collaboratively with them.  The Highland Police department have been 

fantastic and continue to show their support for our schools.  First and foremost, we will make sure that 

nothing our district does will jeopardize our ability to continue to offer students the opportunity to 

participate in their desired activities.  Please be patient with our administration as we work through the 

challenges of these issues.  I have no doubt that our district’s stance will honor our students and parents 

in a way that show our appreciation for their continued support. 

COVID Report for the week: Highland Primary reported 1 student positive from outside exposure 

resulting in zero quarantines and 4 students in quarantine due to outside exposures.  Alhambra Primary 

reported zero positive cases and zero quarantines.  Highland Elementary reported 1 positive student 



resulting in 16 quarantined students and 3 students quarantined due to outside exposure.  Grantfork 

Elementary reported zero positive cases and zero quarantines.  Highland Middle School reported zero 

positive cases and zero quarantines.  Highland High School report zero positive cases and zero 

quarantines. 

I think we would all agree that the best results would be zero cases, but all in all, another very good 

week.  I want to end this week’s update with another big thank you to all of our staff district wide and 

our contracted services.  I had the opportunity to visit some buildings this week and it continues to be 

inspirational to talk with staff about how important it has been to be in person this year.  I was also 

inspired by conversations I had with a couple of our remote teachers who have continued to improve 

the way in which they engage students in the learning process.  I am confident that our students and 

staff will remember this year forever with at least some positive takeaways.   

For parents interested in outside activities and mitigations for the Spring, you can expect something 

from me early to mid-next week.  Otherwise, Spring is around the corner, get out and enjoy some 

beautiful sunshine this weekend.     

 

Sincerely, 

 

Michael S. Sutton, Superintendent  


