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Principal’s Notes… 
Enrollment: 
PK 3’s/4’s PK 4’s/5’s K 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th  

10 15 13 8 12 12 19 17 13 

 
Staff Professional Learning – Mr. Renquist and Mrs. Palic will facilitate these sessions along with 
teacher leaders working with individual groups of teachers to support instructional practice. 

• Visible Learning 
•  Gain/Review the works and research John Hattie 

•  Review mind-frames and habits that positively impact student learning. 

•  Identify best practices based on research 
•  Understand instructional behaviors and practices that have significant  impact on 

 student achievement.  

• Time To Teach (Eric Combs) Student Engagement and Motivation 
• Gradual Release of Responsibility 

•  Teachers will identify and/or review the important elements of the Gradual 
Release Model by collaboratively reflecting through discussion and application. 

• Cooperative Learning 

•  Staff will experience teaching practices that support all learners. 
•  Staff will learn how to maximize the interaction and learning time while helping 

 students to develop and strength thinking skills. 
•  Staff will discover how to have students successfully involved in learning 

 challenging content using Kagan Cooperative Learning Structures. 

• Teacher Book Study (Team Teaching and Inclusive Practice) 
•  Teachers will take part in a follow-up book study during the 2022-2023 school 

year.  All staff read the book, The Educator’s Handbook for Inclusive School Practices” 
by Julie Causton and Chelsea P. Tracy-Bronson to build background knowledge in the 
area of inclusive education.  This book study also touched on co-teaching practices.   This 
year we plan to implement co-teaching practices within our elementary school and want 
more  specific information on how to effectively implement a co-teaching model to 
support Title  and special education students in the classroom.  The book study we plan 
to use this year as we implement the practice of co-teaching is, “Collaborative Teaching 
in Elementary Schools” by Wendy A. Murawski.  The purpose behind this effort is to 
keep all students in class and to focus on grade level instruction with the use of 
modifications and accommodations with the use of co-teaching.  

 
2022-2023 School Year Events and Priorities 

• Though we focus on all academic areas, we are going to pay closer attention to the areas 
of literacy and writing.  Not only are we supporting teachers and students but helping 
families to develop a rich, literacy environment.  The work we will do this year will help 
to grow student achievement in literacy and writing while also building a love for 
reading and writing.   

 



• Family Literacy Night - Families will attend a family literacy/writing night where we 
will open with a whole group session with Author, Justin Matott.  Justin will be at our 
school for two days.  He will open the day with two assemblies…one for primary (K-
3rd) and one for intermediate (4th-6th).   Justin will then present to our families during 
our evening event.  The focus for Justin is around the area of writing and building a 
love for writing and reading.  He also ties a social-emotional piece within his 
presentations to support that area of need for all of our families.  The second day, 
Justin will provide a writer’s workshop for our students in grades 3rd-6th and will focus 
on the process of writing, idea-generation and rich vocabulary.  We propose using 
some Title money to purchase one of Justin’s books for each students as well as extra 
books to give away at our various family events and awards ceremony.  We will also 
purchase books to keep in the library.  

• Family Wellness (Fitness) Night - This event will focus on mindfulness and 
wellness with a social/emotional focus for our students and families.  It will feature a 
film, speakers and workshops for parents, kids and teachers. 

• iStation - Online intervention tool - Teachers will administer the benchmark 
assessment in reading and math along with the diagnostic iStation test to tier 2 and tier 
3 students.  Based upon the data received, iStation will build an instructional plan for 
each student.  Students will engage in activities on iStation a minimum of 45 minutes 
per week per content area.  Staff will take part in a training provided by Curriculum 
Associates.  Educators will learn about effective data practices to analyze their own 
students’ data from the first Diagnostic. Utilizing a data analysis process, educators will 
gain a new understanding of student performance to build on strengths and plan 
instructional scaffolds to maximize access to grade-level content. As time permits, 
educators explore critical steps for monitoring and managing Personalized Instruction 
and/or how to engage students through data chats.  Teachers will analyze and use data 
to strategically plan next steps for whole class instruction. 

• Together We Read Program - Volunteers will support reading instruction by giving 
at-risk students (those falling below grade level and well-below grade level 
expectations on DIBELS and/or NWEA reading benchmark assessments) more 
opportunities to explore books and language.  Volunteers will read weekly with 
students for a 30 minute session.  This money will fund supplies for the volunteers 
(binders to track books read, paper, pencils, crayons, markers, etc.), books, 
identification for volunteer, etc.  

• Readers Read Book Nook - The goal of the Reader’s Read Book Nook is to foster a 
love of reading and ensure that all students have access to new books to grow their at-
home library.  We want our students to have good books to read during their breaks 
away from school.  Before these breaks (Thanksgiving, Winter, Spring and Summer), 
students will come to the Reader’s Read Book Nook and will select “just right” leveled 
books to take home.  Over the course of the year, older students will get at least 7 
chapter books and our younger students will get at least 12 books.   After reading their 
books, students can choose to take an Accelerated Reader Test to earn prizes for 
earning points.   

• Summer Reading and Math Backpacks - Each of our targeted students K-6th will 
receive a summer reading/math backpack that will include math and reading games, 
flashcards and several “just right” books. 

 
 
 



 

• Summer Reading/Math Program - Staff will provide weekly reading and math 
classes for at-risk students (those students falling below grade level benchmark on 
NWEA, Dibels, Aims and End of Year Classroom assessments in math and reading) 
throughout the summer.  Students will attend 4 days a week for two and a half 
hours.  To encourage student attendance, engagement and motivation, these sessions 
will be themed and will incorporate project-based learning while also using science of 
literacy (and math) strategies.   

 
 
Communities That Care Grant Updates: 

• I have been attending the CTC Meetings during the past school year as well as 
throughout the summer.    

• Communities that Care (CTC) is a coalition-based community prevention program that 
aims to prevent youth problem behaviors including underage drinking, tobacco use, 
violence, delinquency, school dropout, and substance abuse. CTC works through a 
community board to assess risk and protective factors among the youth in their community 
using a population-based survey of young people. The board works to implement tested 
and effective programs to address the issues and needs that are identified. 

• Six JSD Admin./Team Members initially attended meetings, provided feedback 
meeting facilitation was not effective, meetings would remain stalled on same topic 
(who should be involved), new people would show up for one meeting and then 
depart due to lack of clarity of purpose.  Concerns have been expressed that most of 
the CTC grant funds are going to NCHD not program/resources to help the youth of 
Sedgwick County.  We have reached out to previous CTC schools and they had the 
same experience/frustrations.  We have lobbied for this effort to work towards 
creating a Family Resource center (Sterling has a great 
model: https://www.frcsterling.org/ ) that is desperately needed to address the core 
issues/needs of our youth.  We have made it clear that we are willing to continue to 
send a District representative to meetings and will support this effort but need to know 
specifically what is needed.  We have offered to coordinate a meeting with students to 
obtain broad based student feedback.  We have also submitted all of our Healthy Kids 
Survey which shows the biggest issues our students reported they are experiencing.  
We have been excluded from student feedback meetings and only a few students are 
being asked for feedback.  Efforts seem to be moving towards creating a teen center 
to provide a safe place for youth. We feel a family resource center would have longer, 
lasting impact and help families create a safe and healthy home. 

 
 
Upcoming Dates to Remember: 

• August 29th – Teacher/Family Meet & Greet and Supply Drop-Off, 7:45 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
• August 30th – First Day of School for Elementary Students 

• September 20th – Back to School Night for JES Families (Dinner Provided) 
• October 20th – Parent/Teacher Conferences 

• November 7th – Family Literacy Night (Author Visit and Scholastic Book Fair.  Dinner 
Provided) 

 
 
 


