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It’s hard to believe that we have been dealing with this pandemic for a year now. A year 
ago at this time, some people  and leaders were trying to deny its severity likening it to a 
common flu. Some still persist with this thought. Over 500,000 deaths have proved this 
an inaccurate assessment. 

Ten years ago, a deadly infectious disease killed more than 36,000 Americans. The next 
year, it killed 12,000 more. And over each of the following eight years, the same disease 
caused between 22,000 and 62,000 deaths. 

That disease is influenza — also known as the flu — and it ranks among the 15 leading 
causes of death in the United States. But there is no comparison  the effects from 
COVID-19; 

Talking about the effects of a typical flu is somewhat fraught these days. We are living 
through the worst pandemic in a century, one that is of a different order of magnitude 
from influenza.   

‘Risk elimination? Impossible.’ 

Covid is caused by a coronavirus — known as SARS-CoV-2 — and coronaviruses often 
circulate for years, causing respiratory infections and the common cold. The world is 
not going to extinguish coronaviruses anytime soon, nor will it extinguish this specific 
one. “The coronavirus is here to stay,” as a recent article in a science journal stated. 

The reasonable goal is to make it manageable, much like the seasonal flu. Fortunately, 
the vaccines are doing that. In fact, they’re doing better than that. For fully vaccinated 
people, serious illness from Covid is extremely rare, much rarer than serious illness 
from the seasonal flu. 

The vaccines will not produce “Covid zero.” But they are on pace — eventually, 
and perhaps even by summer — to produce something that looks a lot like normalcy. 
The rare exceptions won’t change that, no matter how much attention they receive. 

So, we know that we have to continue with our current safety precautions to help facilitate 
reaching that sense of normalcy by the end of the summer. Continue to wear your mask in 
public, maintain distance when in groups, and wash your hands regularly. 

March 2021 

From the Superintendent….. 



PAGE 2 USD 398 DISTRICT NEWSLETTER    VOLUME 8,  I SSUE 8  

  

March 1st-14th—Virtual Book Fair / Flyers will go home 

 

March 2nd – Dr. Seuss Birthday / Read Across America 
 

 

  

March 8th –  Kids Heart Challenge Kickoff 

 

March 10th – Board Meeting @ 6:00pm 

 

March 14th—Spring forward—Daylights Saving Time- 

   Set clocks one hour ahead 

 

March 15th – 19th – NO SCHOOL – Spring Break 

 

 

March 26th—End of 3rd Nine Weeks! 

 

March 29h – NO SCHOOL - Staff Development 

 
March 30th & April 1st— On-Line Parent-Teacher Conferences; 4:30 to 8:00 pm   

PBES 
March Notes 
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Greetings from the 5th grade!  We were so excited about February, this past month we were 
studying Black History month and all of the famous Americans that have impacted the way we view 
other’s lives.  The project that we are doing is called a “Walk in their Soles.”  The students are build-
ing biography slide shows to introduce their famous Americans and then they are decorating shoes 
in that person’s memory.   We will be presenting to the third grade and displaying our shoes in the 
library through March. 

STUDENT Drivers Ed class ALERT 
 

The district will offer Driver Education this summer starting on June 1
st
.  The 

cost of the course is $205.00-In-District & $305.00-Out-of-District, and needs to 
be paid in full by Monday, May 21

st 
to reserve a spot in class.  All students resid-

ing in USD #398 must be 14 years old on or before May 1 of the current year in 
order to be allowed to enroll.  Students are strongly urged, but not required to 
obtain an Instructional Permit (I.P) before the first day of class.  (Note to Par-
ents: Students are required to have an I.P. for one year before they can be 
issued a restricted license.)  Course information will be sent home with in-
terested students by the first week of May.  If interested, contact the HS office to 
set up payments prior to the classes to avoid paying the entire fee in May. 

March 14th… 

Move your clocks ahead one hour! 
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PBMHS – Principally Speaking 

 

Principal Notes:  
 
I hope this month’s newsletter finds everyone unthawed from the frigid temperatures of February. As we begin March and 
reflect over the past year, it continues to amaze us in how the staff, students and community have helped us and been ac-
tive partners in implementing and maintaining our covid-19 measures that have allowed us to provide education to your 
students in-person.  I have never been so proud to work with a group of students, staff, parents or community as I have 
been now.  All of you deserve an applause and my personal thank you.  However, we still have a few more months of 
school and activities.  It is important that as we have come this far, that we finish the year as focused as when we began the 
year. 
 
Great things continue to take place at PBMHS.  The Junior Prom committee is working on plans for having a Prom.  While 
it may look different, it will be a reflection of what our student’s creative ideas produce.  As they continue to plan we will 
be releasing more information about it.  The 6th grade class completed the Project Base Learning project on the City of 
Embers.  If you haven’t seen it yet, check it out on our Facebook page. Mrs. Kyle and the entire 6th grade class did an out-
standing job with this project.  The staff at PBMHS has renewed their conversation pertaining to KSDE’s Kansas Can Ini-
tiative. With the majority of staff development time over the past year being devoted to covid and remote learning. We 
also have began to bring the 4 principals back into the forefront of our conversations, 1. Student Success Skills, 2. Person-
alized Learning, 3. Real World Applications and 4. Community Partnerships.  These four guiding principles are the back-
bone of Kansas School Redesign. 
 
Please continue to have conversations with your students about their schedule for next year. If they qualify, look into the 
opportunities for Vo-Tech classes and Butler Community College Classes. The 2021 student-led-conferences will be held 
on March 30th and April 1st from 5:00pm to 8:30pm.  These conferences are important as it will be a chance for you as a 
parent to work with your student and their advisor on their schedule for next year.  Please mark your calendar and begin 
having conversations with your students about future plans and what classes will best prepare them for their future in  
whatever it is they decide to pursue.  
 
A couple changes to the calendar, first PROM will be Saturday, May 8th, and Graduation has been moved to Sunday, May 
23rd at 4:30pm.  Baccalaureate will be the same day at 10:45am. 

As always if there is anything you would like to discuss with me please feel free to contact me anytime at PBMHS;  (620)
983-2196 
 
Pray for health and safety for all. 
Scott Kimble – Principal PBMHS 

 Reflection on February 
While the weather was cold outside student success was hot within 
the building.  Congratulations to the PBHS Scholars Bowl team on 
4th place at the 1A State competition; Coach Kaila Schmidt, Sr. Sa-
rah Spencer, So. Alex Young, Jr. Logan Webster, So. Lukas Spen-
cer. Congratulations to Sr. MacKenzie Eden for her interview for the 
Rudd Scholarship. Huge shout out to FFA for making 2000 meals to 
be donated to the local food bank.  Our 2021 Winter Homecoming 
Queen was Kaete Johnson and King Jasper Talkington, congratula-
tions to both of you. 6th grader Regan Somerhalder and 7th grader 
Hunter Glenn, represented PBMS at the county spelling bee, both 
did a great job.  Best of luck to the PBHS basketball team as they 

begin their journey to be sub-state champions.  #warriorproud 

March Happenings 
 

1st MS Scholars Bowl @ Marion  10th Blood Drive @ PBMHS East Gym 29th No School – Staff Development 
3rd PBMHS Spring Pictures  15th – 19th SPRING BREAK         PBMS Scholars Bowl @ Peabody 
5th Sub-State Basketball @ Peabody 25th FFA Chapter Banquet  30th Student – Led - Conferences 
6th Sub-State Basketball @ Peabody 26th END of 3rd Nine Weeks         BB/SB @ Haven 
9th WSL Music Festival (Virtual)  27th PBHS Dinner Theater  April 1st Student – Led - Conferences  
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Counselor’s Corner 

Haley Vivone 

Important Dates to Remember 

Monday, March 15
th
 to Friday, March19th: Spring Break!! 

Monday, March 29th: Professional Development –                  
   NO SCHOOL 
Tuesday, March 30

th
: Parent-Teacher Conferences          

    (5pm-8:30pm) 
Thursday, April 1

st
: Parent-Teacher Conferences             

    (5pm-8:30pm) 

 

Seniors: Scholarships! 

Seniors! March and April are important months for scholarship 
opportunities. Keep checking the senior class google class-
room for the most up-to-date scholarship opportunities.  

When applying for scholarships, here are important things to 
keep in mind: 

1.  NEVER pay to apply for a scholarship (it could be a 
scam!) 

2. Pay close attention to the scholarship due dates. 
3. If a scholarship requires an essay, be sure to have your 

essay peer-reviewed for grammatical errors, fluidity, etc. 
before submitting your essay.  

If you would like assistance completing and/or searching for 
scholarships, please contact Ms. Vivone.  

The USD398 Scholarship should be released sometime in 
March. Ms. Vivone will update the google classroom and the 
USD398 website with 2021 application, once available.  

Spring 2021 Parent-Teacher Conferences 

Parent-Teacher Conferences will be Tuesday, March 30
th
 and 

Thursday, April 1
st
 from 5pm to 8:30pm. PBHS will be utilizing 

Sign-Up Genius again this year to have parents/guardians sign
-up for a time to meet with their students’ advisory teacher. We 
will be email/sending out an EZMessage with the link to the 
sign-up page. 

If you have any questions or need assistance signing up for    
a time, please email Ms. Vivone at hvivone@usd398.com  

 

HAPPY SPRING 

Contact 
PHONE: 

620-983-2196 

EMAIL: 

hvivone@usd398.com 

MARCH  
ACT DATES: 

 

There are no test dates in 
March. 

Registration Deadline for the 
April 17th test: March 12th. 

To register, please visit: 
www.act.org or you can contact 

Ms. Vivone. 

Study material can be found on 
www.act.org  

CHARACTER TRAIT OF 
THE MONTH: 

Considerate 

“thoughtful of the rights and feel-
ings of others” 

www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/ 

 

mailto:hvivone@usd398.com
http://www.act.org
http://www.act.org
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STATE SCHOLARS’ BOWL TEAM 

Welcome everybody to the March edition to the activities corner. First things first is to give a huge  
congratulations to the HS Scholars Bowl team who had a tremendous year representing the      
WARRIORS! The team went to the state competition and placed 4th. Coach Kaila Schmidt did a 
great job with the group. Members are Sarah Spencer, Logan Webster, Alex Young, Lukas Spencer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post Season Basketball News: 

The boys basketball  team is going into the Sub-State tournament as the 2 seed with a record of 9-8. 
Coach Kyle has done a great job with this team and says they have a great chance at making the 
state tournament. I know I’m not the only one who is excited to see how this season ends up! 

EXCITING NEWS! 

Peabody-Burns High School was asked to be a host site for the Class 1A Div II Sub-State basketball 

tournament.  This event will take place Mar 4-6 2021. On Thursday Mar 4 there will be 2 Girls games 

played here at PB. On Friday Mar 5 there will be 2 boys games played. Saturday Mar 6 will be 

Championship Saturday with 1 girls and 1 boys game.  The Warriors will play Mar 5 at 8:00pm, and if 

they win that game they will play Mar 6 at 5:30pm in the sub-state finals. If you wish to come to the 

event you will need a KSHSAA Voucher and these will be in the hands of the Basketball team mem-

bers, Cheerleaders, and Band Members.  
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Congratulations to Hadlye Clark  for signing with the Tabor College Cheerleading Team!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPRING SPORTS 

With the winter season about to conclude  we turn to our spring activities. Track will be under the 
leadership of Coach Tegtmeier. Talking to coach Tegtmeier he is excited with the athletes that are 
going out this spring, and looking forward. Baseball and Softball will once again be together with 
Hillsboro. Here are the schedules for these sports;  

 

PBMS TRACK 2021                             PBHS-BASEBALL/SOFTBALL                                                                 
APR 8  @ REMINGTON - 4PM                            MAR 30-4:00PM  @ HAVEN 
APR 15  @ CENTRE - 10AM                                 APR 6-4:00PM  @ HILLSBORO 
APR 22  @ GOESSEL - 4PM                                 APR 9-4:00PM  @ HILLSBORO 
APR 29  @ PEABODY-BURNS - 4PM                   APR 13-3:00PM  @ REMINGTON  
MAY 11  @ GOESSEL (WSL)- 11AM                    APR 16-4:00PM  @ LARNED 
                                                                                  APR 20-4:00PM  @ HILLSBORO                                                                       
PBHS TRACK 2021                         APR 23-4:00PM  @ NICKERSON 
APR 6  @ HILLSBORO 4:30PM                         APR 30- 4:00PM  @ HILLSBORO 
APR 9  @ MARION 4:00PM                               MAY 7-4:00PM  @ PRATT                                              
APR 13  @ PEABODY-BURNS 4:00PM               MAY 11-4:00PM  @ HILLSBORO 
APR 20  @ FAIRFIELD 4:30PM                           MAY 17-20-TBD-REGIONALS 
APR 27  @ BURRTON 4:30PM                           MAY 27-28-TBD-STATE         
APR 30  @ HILLSBORO @ 2:30PM 
MAY 6  @ HERINGTON @ 4:00PM 
MAY 13  @ HERINGTON @ 4:00PM 
MAY 21-22  @ REGIONALS @ TBA 
MAY 28-29  @ STATE @ TBA 
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USD 398 Calendar Corrections/Additions/Reminders 

 

Mar. 4 KSHSAA 1A Div II Sub-State Girls Semi-Finals @ Peabody 

Mar. 5 KSHSAA 1A Div II Sub-State Boys Semi-Finals @ Peabody 

Mar. 6 KSHSAA 1A Div II Sub-State Girls/Boys Finals @ Peabody 

Mar. 9 WSL League Music cancelled on-site—virtual arrangement 

Mar. 9/11 Parent-Teacher Conferences moved 

Mar. 25 PBHS FFA Chapter Banquet (moved from April 1st); 6:30pm 

Mar. 30 1st night of Parent-Teacher Conferences 

Apr. 1 2nd night of Parent –Teacher Conferences 

Apr. 7 WSL Art Show—Cancelled 

Apr. 12 No School—Teacher In-Service 

Apr. 14 KSHSAA Large Group Music—Virtual 

May 7 Band Day @ McPherson Cancelled 

May 8 Jr-Sr Prom 

May 17 PBES Spring Vocal Program at the Brown Gym at 7 pm 

May 20 PBES Field Day (moved from the 13th) 

  PBES Butler Picnic (moved from the 13th) 


