
March 7, 2021        Pastor Andy McClellan 

Series: “How’s Your Attitude?”   

Title: “An Attitude of Generosity”     Philippians 4:14-20 

Scripture Reading:  Philippians 4:10-20 (ESV) 
 
Outline:  
 

1.  Generosity is a way to demonstrably ____________________ in the Gospel, vv. 14-16, 18 (cf. 
1:5; Acts 2:44-47; 1 Corinthians 9:12; 2 Cor. 8:1-5; 9:12-14; 11:9; 1 John 3:16-18). 

  
2.  Generosity is an expression of sacrificial ____________________to God, v. 18 (cf. 2:17; 
Matthew 6:2-4; Romans 12:1; 2 Cor. 9:7-13; Ephesians 5:2; Hebrews 11:4; 12:28; 13:16, 21; 
Exodus 29:18; 1 Peter 2:5). 
 
3.  Generosity comes with a more generous ____________________, vv. 17-19 (cf. 4:11-13; 
Rom. 2:4; 2 Cor. 8:8-9; 9:6-11, 15; Eph. 2:7; Col. 1:27; 2:2; 1 Timothy 6:17-19). 
 
 

Read Philippians 4:10-20 together as a family.  What kind of gift does it appear 
that Paul received from the Philippian church (vv. 12, 18)?  Why did the church 
feel it was necessary to be generous in helping Paul (v. 10, 14, 16)?  When they 
gave to help Paul, who was most pleased by their gift (v. 18)?    

 
Spend some time in prayer asking God if/how being generous is a way He would have you 
worship Him at this time.  Then, prayerfully consider who might be in need of your generosity.  
It might be the church or other ministry OR it could be a family member, friend, neighbor or 
classmate who could be the recipient of your generous gift.   
 

  



FOR FURTHER THOUGHT, STUDY AND DISCUSSION 

1. Paul refers to the Philippians as “sharing” in his troubles (v. 14) and entering into a 
“partnership” with him for the Gospel (v. 15).  How does being generous in 
sharing/partnering with others in the Gospel not only meet needs, but actually demonstrate 
the Gospel (cf. 2 Cor. 8:1-9; John 3:16; James 1:17)?  How does NOT being generous create 
an obstacle for the Gospel? 
 

2. When you think of worship, what comes to mind?  Make a list of different expressions of 
worship.  Was giving/generosity on your list?  How is generosity an expression of worship 
according to Paul in Phil. 4:18?  How is it a sacrifice, and what makes it both acceptable and 
pleasing to God?   How might seeing giving and generosity this way influence your giving to 
the church and other ministries, missionaries, the poor and needy, etc.?       

 
3. In Phil. 4:18, Paul notes that, because of the Philippians’ gift, he is “well supplied.”  Given 

the context, what does Paul mean by that?  In v. 19, Paul uses the same Greek word in 
assuring the Philippians that God will “supply every need of yours according to his riches in 
glory in Christ Jesus.”  While it is possible that this may include supplying monetarily for 
them, what else does God supply for His people?  Use the cross-references in pt. 3 of the 
outline to help you.  How are those “riches” far more valuable than money in your daily 
walk with Jesus?   
 

4. A person might say, “I’m generous with my time, gifts, skills and resources rather than with 
my money.”   While being generous with those things is, indeed, an offering of worship, why 
is that statement problematic?  Given that God has called us as disciples to be stewards of 
all that He has given to us, why is being generous with those things AND our money so 
important as an issue of the heart, and for future blessings from God (Matthew 6:24; 2 Cor. 
9:6-15)?   
 

5. In our current historical moment, governmental socialism is gaining support for its promise 
to care for the poor and needy.  How does an attitude of generosity, displayed in the church 
lovingly sharing in meeting the needs of others, different than government-enforced 
socialism?   Why is generosity a better alternative than socialism for helping those in need? 
How might the church living out biblical generosity display the wisdom of the Scriptures in 
dealing with the problems that face us today? 

 
NEXT WEEK:  – “An Attitude of Grace”- Philippians 4:21-23 
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