
The Central  Valley  Chronicle  

Inside this issue:  

Notes from Mrs. 

Shafer…….……………..….Page 2 

Kids Heart 

Challenge……………………Page 3 

Central Valley 

FFA……………………...Pages 4/5  

Spelling Bee……………...Page 6 

Science Students Design 

Roller Coasters....Pages 6/7 

State Wrestling……….Page 8 

Blood Drive…………….….Page 9 

Speech………………….….Page 10 

 

Other inserts included in 

the hard copy newsletter 

are the menus and activity 

calendars. Menus and 

calendars may also be 

found on the CV Home page  

(www.centralvps.org). 

Please be sure to check the 
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 With the start of spring comes, once again, the window 

for the  Nebraska Student Centered Assessment System 

(NSCAS).  These assessments are used by the state to 

measure the effectiveness of our public schools.  For the Central     

Valley Public Schools, it gives us more data to measure the effective-

ness of our instruction, the preparation of our students, and the    

comparison of our students with the rest of the students in Nebraska.  

It is just one measure of these studies.  However, it gives us all;     

parents, teachers, students, and the Nebraska Department of          

Education; information to help give Nebraska’s young people a quality 

education.  With that being said, I want our students to perform their 

very best on these assessments.  Here are some ways that parents can 

help their child perform up to their potential: 

 Ask your child when he or she will be taking the NSCAS                

Assessments.  The window opens for the NSCAS ELA, Math and 

Science assessments from March 16 to April 24.  Grades 3 through 

8 will take the math and ELA test.  The science test will be taken 

by grades 5 through 8.  Teachers will start scheduling these, or at 

least have an idea of when they plan to administer these             

assessments, soon. 

 All Sophomores have taken the Pre-ACT and Juniors will take the 

ACT Test on March 23. 

 Provide the importance of these assessments by talking to your 

child about them.  Make sure that your child gets to bed on time 

and plenty of sleep the night before the assessment.  Also, your 

child should eat a healthy breakfast before going to school on the 

day of the assessments.  

 Finally, assure your child that it is not just about the scores they 

receive, but also the skills that they have developed throughout the 

school year.  Skills that, hopefully, will be developed through their 

years in school and which will help them make their dreams become 

a reality.  Our students do not obtain their skills for their careers 

in college or post-secondary training alone.  The fundamental 

knowledge they acquire all the way through school helps create the 

foundation for them to be able to build skills after high school.   

 Make school a priority for your child. 

 

March 2021 

From the Desk of Mr. Todd Beck  
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Spring is just around the corner. Sunshine and 

warmer days will be welcome. The students and 

staff will be glad to get outside and enjoy some 

sunshine!! 

Congratulations to the Greeley County Spelling 

Bee contestants!  Contestants from the          

elementary were Sixth graders, Brooklyn    

Perrott and Luke Shoemaker and Fifth     

graders Avery Johnson and Maggie Kriewald.           

Congratulations goes out to Brooklyn Perrott for 

placing second in the oral competition of the 

Greeley County Spelling Bee and to Morgan 

Johnson in 8th grade from Central Valley who 

received 3rd place!  The winner of the oral   

competition this year was Jacob Smith, a 6th 

grader from Spalding Academy.  We are very 

proud of all of our contestants that competed at 

the Greeley County Spelling Bee. 

Kindergarten transition days will be held at    

elementary on March 19 (Day One) and March 

26th (Day Two) from 1:00-3:00. If you are 

new to our school and would like a look at our  

facility, we will give parents a walk through of 

our school at 3:00 on both days. Masks are     

required.  In Nebraska, the only requirement for 

kindergarten entrance is age-eligibility: your 

child turns five on or before July 31 of the     

i n c o m i n g  s c h o o l  y e a r .   

https://www.education.ne.gov/oec/pdfs/Ready_f

or Success_Booklet.pdf. 

 Preschool Round Up in Scotia will be held 

March 19 from 9:00-10:00 AM. 

 Preschool Round Up for Greeley students 

will be held March 17 at the Greeley site 

from 10:30-11:30 AM. 

 Preschool Round Up for Wolbach students 

will be held March 17 at the Wolbach site 

from 8:30-9:30 AM. 

 

If you know of a family/families that have a 3 or 

4 year olds that may have just moved into the 

district or is interested in attending that did not 

receive this information, please spread the news 

or have them give us a call at 308-245-3201. We 

accept 3 and 4 year olds.  Your child must turn 

three on or before July 31 of the incoming 

school year.  Students should accompany the 

parents during registration, unless your three 

year old has already attended school this year 

then they will not need to come for this meeting. 

Third quarter comes to an end on March 17.  

Soon after, we will be gearing up to take our 

NSCAS, (Nebraska Student-Centered             

Assessment tests), and our final MAP tests.  

Teachers  have been preparing students all year 

for the educational growth we hope to see in the 

testing results. These scores become part of 

each child’s BOE (Body of Evidence) to guide  

instructional decisions to best meet the needs of 

each child. These scores (along with other      

assessment data) are also used to analyze school 

wide programming and instructional practices. As 

we continue to work together, we are excited to 

see the continued educational growth of our  

students. 

As Spring is approaching, beautiful weather 

comes. Please continue to have your child(ren) 

dress for changing conditions. It is important 

for children to have an opportunity to get some 

needed fresh air each day. There are many     

activities and events scheduled for the last 

quarter so please take time to frequently visit 

the Central Valley website and activity calendar 

as well as read newsletters and information that 

come home weekly in your students                 

Friday/Monday folders to stay informed.  Thank 

you for being a partner in your child’s education. 

Principal’s Desk 
Central Valley Elementary 

Mrs. Connie Shafer 



Continued from Mrs. Connie Shafer 

Reminders: 

 March 3 

 Teacher Inservice in Greeley 

 Elementary dismisses at 1:30 

 March 5 

 No School - Girls State Basketball 

 March 8 

 School board meeting @ 7:00 in Greeley 

 March 12 

 No School - Boys State  Basketball 

 March 17 

 Preschool Roundup in Wolbach  

 8:30-9:30am   

 March 17 

 Preschool Roundup in Greeley 

 10:30-11:30am 

 March 19 

 Preschool Roundup in Scotia 

 9:00-10:00 

 March 19 

 Kindergarten Transition Day One 

 1:00-3:00pm 

 March 26 

 Kindergarten Transition Day Two  

 1:00-3:30. 

 

Instilling Pride; Inspiring Others!! 

 
Hello Families!  

Central Valley Elementary        

school is proud to partner 

with the American Heart  

Association again this year!  We’re excited to 

continue JUMPING ROPE to help those with  

special hearts.  

Over the next few weeks, our students will be 

having fun learning about their heart with the 

Heart Heroes while raising money to help fund 

lifesaving research. Our school goal is to raise 

$1,500.00, and in addition to helping the     

American Heart Association, our school can earn 

free PE equipment. Students can earn their own 

Heart Hero Characters this year by using the 

mobile app (download the KIDS HEART      

CHALLENGE app)  or  by  v i s i t i ng 

heart.org/kidsheartchallenge to sign up and raise 

money online!   

We’ll be kicking off Kids Heart Challenge on 

March 15, 2021 with a special presentation from 

the American Heart Association during their PE 

classes that day and will be handing out the    

materials for the fundraising event.  Our KIDS 

HEART CHALLENGE activity will be on March 

15-19 during regularly PE times. All donations are 

due on March 26, 2021 and we will be doing      

Exercise week during PE classes starting next 

week. Thank you for helping a great cause!   

If you would have any questions please feel free 

to contact me through my email, 

josh.nuss@centralvps.org. 

 

Thank You, 

Mr. Nuss 
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Virtual Statewide Spanish Competition 
By Laurie Alexander 

Central Valley has been invited to participate 

in a statewide virtual foreign language       

competition hosted by Columbus High School. 

Students who participate will be those       

currently enrolled in Spanish III and IV.  

The students can choose from competitive 

events including Poetry, Music, Drama, Art, 

and Folk Dance all relating to, or presented in 

Spanish.  They will prepare their events and 

submit them through video to the judges.  

Students will have the opportunity to earn 

medals, ribbons and certificates for their  

projects.  

An awards ceremony will be held via Zoom on 

May 3rd, 2021. 

mailto:laurie.alexander@centralvps.org
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Central Valley FFA Wins Big at 

Districts!  

Central Valley competed in the       

District 8 Career Development Events 

held Monday, February 22, in Shelton. FFA 

members competed against several hundred 

students from 16 area schools.  

District Champions!!!  

The Veterinary Science team earned bragging 

rights as District Champions. Team members   

include Larista Barner, Demi Daniels, Carly   

Johnson, and Lexi Schaffert. This is the third 

year in a row that Central Valley has brought 

home the hardware for Vet Science District 

Champions. 

District Runner-up in Livestock Management  

Placing just a few points behind the first-place 

team, Team #1 consisted of Cohen Grossart, 

Carly Johnson, Tamryn Klein, Tanner Landers, 

and Madison Young. We will get them at State 

FFA!!!   

Livestock Management Team #2 members were 

Kendra Cargill, Ty Landers, Dierks Nekoliczak, 

Piper Shepard, Treyven Straka. They took 5th 

place in the 12 team field. This is a great     

placing for a young team in a tough contest.  

Agronomy team 4th Place with two members in 

the top ten!! Gabe Jacobsen – 7th high           

individual Zach Stobbe – 8th high individual 

with Terran Shepard and Keean Benson       

completing the team.   

Two teams competed virtually for District FFA 

CDE’s. Farm and Agribusiness Management, and 

Environmental and Natural Resources. 

Earning 4th Place in the competitive career 

event of  Farm and Agribusiness Management  

were Ty Nekoliczak placing 12th high individual, 

Morgan Behnk, Jackson McIntyre, and Lexi 

Shaffert. All team members are senior         

s t u d e n t s  i n  M r s .  D u g a n ’ s  A g .                        

Business/Economics class.  Great job!  

Central Valley entered the Environmental and 

Natural Resources contest with Tanner 

Landers, Bo Pokorny, McKade Pribnow, and    

Tanner Sliva. Tanner Sliva placed highest among 

our members. 18 teams competed in this popular 

contest. 

Central Valley has had a great showing so far at 

District Career Development Events. In early 

March, Livestock Judging and Welding            

competitions will be held.  Results will be posted 

then. 

Front row l-r: Ty Landers, Zack Stobbe, Dierks Nekoliczak, Demi Daniels, Lexi Schaffert, Kendra Cargill, Piper Shepard, Carly 

Johnson, Tamryn Klein 

Back row l-r: Gage Jacobsen, Terran Shepard, Tanner Landers, Keean Benson, Cohen Grossart, Treyven Straka, Madison 

Young, Larista Barner 
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FFA Week 

February 22 thru February 26 was National 

FFA Week! We kicked off the week by having 

Official FFA Dress Day on Monday. Also on 

Monday, members competed in Career           

Development Events in Shelton.  

On Tuesday, we had the annual barnyard in  

Scotia at the elementary school. We had many 

animals. Demi Daniels brought her horse Jet, 

Lexi Schaffert brought her dog Helen, and   

Larista Barner brought her cat Cinnamon.    

Tanner Landers brought the ag. class bunny, 

Bonnie, and Kendra Cargill brought her chicken 

Chika. Cohen Grossart was supervising the 

sheep and her lambs which Mike Goldfish 

brought to share at the barnyard. Cordel 

Wangner brought his four piglets, and Carly 

Johnson brought her two show calves Archie 

and Beckie. Tamryn Klein took care of the goat 

named Chubbs brought by Janet Moraczewski. 

Keean Benson brought his tractor to the    

barnyard as well! We appreciated Bob Thompson 

bringing the panels for the piglets and sheep! 

The officer team traveled back over to the   

elementary school on Wednesday. We hosted 

the Barnyard Olympics with the 4th and 5th 

graders. We then went to visit the 6th graders 

and presented the FFA orientation.  

On Thursday, everyone in the high school was 

allowed to skip out of the last 15 minutes of 

eighth period! We held a Milkshake Mustache 

Contest! We dove deeper into the agricultural 

side of FFA and decided to highlight the dairy 

industry this year. We presented facts such as 

the average dairy cow produces over 8 gallons 

of milk per day. We had one student             

representative from each class compete. The 

seventh grade had Ky Cargill, eighth grade had 

Boston Wood, freshmen had Dierks Nekoliczak, 

sophomores had Zandar Wolf, juniors had Casey 

Landers, seniors had Morgan Behnk, and the 

staff representative was Nolan Krazter.     

Morgan Behnk was our winner of the contest 

and he won a free FFA t-shirt!  

Michelle Obermeier was kind enough to donate 

cupcakes for our staff to thank them for all 

they do. To end the week, we had Hat day and 

drive your tractor to school day! We had four 

students bring their tractor to school, Terran 

Shepard, Zach Stobbe, Zandar Wolf, and Gale 

Treat.  

Throughout the week the annual FFA Cornhole 

tournament was held during the first and     

second lunches. Natalie Poss and Dierks 

Nekoliczak won the first lunch tournament   

representing grades 7, 8, and 9. Morgan Behnk 

and Ty Nekoliczak won the second lunch      

tournament representing grades 10,11, and 12. 

Natalie and Dierks earned championship honors 

beating Ty and Kyle Oakley for bragging rights. 

Central Valley FFA would like to thank everyone 

for participating and making this such a      

memorable week! 
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On February 18, sixteen students from Central 

Valley and Spalding Academy competed in the 

Greeley County Spelling Bee held at Spalding 

Academy. Each school sent two students from 

5th, 6th, 7th & 8th grades to participate.  

The spelling began at 1:00pm with students  

writing out 100 words.  The six students with the 

highest score then went on to the oral round of 

the spelling bee.  Central Valley had four spellers 

advance to the oral rounds: Brooklyn Perrott, 

Morgan Johnson, Hugh Thompson and Taylor 

McIntyre.   

After seven rounds of oral spelling, Jacob Smith 

of Spalding Academy became the 2021 Greeley 

County Spelling Bee Champion.  Brooklyn Perrott 

was this year’s Runner-Up and Morgan Johnson 

came home in 3rd Place.  Jacob Smith will now     

advance to the Omaha World Herald-Midwest 

Spelling Bee on March 13 in Omaha.   

Central Valley Students participating in this 

year’s Spelling Bee were: 

Fifth Grade   Sixth Grade 

Avery Johnson  Brooklyn Perrott 

Maggie Kriewald  Lucas Shoemaker 

 

Seventh Grade  Eighth Grade 

Taylor McIntyre  Emma Corman 

Hugh Thompson  Morgan Johnson 

SCIENCE  

STUDENTS  

DESIGN AND 

BUILD  

“ROLLER COASTERS” TO STUDY ENERGY  
written by MaryAnn McQuillan 

 

For the past few weeks, Mrs. Lueck’s 9th grade 

physical science students have been learning 

about energy and its transformations. Their 

knowledge was put to use this week when they 

were tasked with designing and building a roller 

coaster system and then using their designs to 

calculate how energy is transferred. Six teams in 

all were provided the tools they needed and,   

after planning their systems, they set to work.  

“It wasn’t easy,” Mrs. Lueck said about the   

challenge. “The requirements were each system 

needed to have a one meter drop as well as one 

loop, and two hills. The materials students were 

provided included four pieces of foam pipe      

insulation, toothpicks, tape, and a marble to 

serve as the cart.” Each of the six roller    

coasters which were constructed along and 

around counters, sinks, and various walls in her 

classroom ran about four feet in length. The 

challenge was to create a system that allowed 

the marble (cart) to make a series of successful 

runs along its entire track. 

Mrs. Lueck said after drawing up their initial  

designs on paper, a process the students        

considered quite easy, they discovered how much 

more difficult it was to produce a roller coaster 

system that actually worked. If the height was 

wrong or the drop too sheer or the loop or hills 

not properly placed, the cart would either stall 

out or fly off the track. It took patience,    

careful thought, and in some cases, several  

needed adjustments before the carts could make 

a complete run. “When they encountered design 

problems, the students had to collaborate       

together to try and solve the problem, a practice 

that is essential in the real world,” she said.  

Greeley County 

Brooklyn Perrott, Jacob Smith, Morgan Johnson 



Continued from “Roller Coasters” 

Once their systems were completed, the     

students gathered data and then utilized the 

formulas they were taught to calculate        

potential and kinetic energy, velocity, and    

acceleration at various points in their track. 

Although they especially liked the engineering 

and design part of the project, Mrs. Lueck   

noted applying the correct equations in order 

to understand energy transformations was an 

essential part of each team’s grade. At the 

conclusion of the project, she asked her honors 

Chemistry students to judge the various roller 

coasters, and prizes were awarded for the 

most creative design and the most consistently 

successful ride. 

Mrs. Lueck said creating a roller coaster     

system has always been a fun, popular activity 

with her physical science students. And even 

though they might not consider the project in 

its entirety “Worlds of Fun,” she said it is fun 

to see their sense of accomplishment when 

their co-active work ends in success. 
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Dierks Nekoliczak designing and building a roller coaster track. 

Honors Chemistry students judging the roller coasters. 

Dierks Nekoliczak and Dylan Rogers, the winners!! 

Cayton Butcher, Piper Shepard and Alexis Johnson testing the 

tracks. 

On Tuesday February 23rd, 

SGT Schoenhofer from the 

Nebraska National Guard came to Greeley to 

do an activity with the students during their 

strength & conditioning class.  He brought an 

inflatable version of the board game Hungry, 

Hungry Hippos.   

During the game, the students would put on a 

vest that had a bungee cord hooked to it and 

have to run blindfolded out to the center and 

bring back dodgeballs to 

put in their basket.   The        

students would race to see 

who could collect the most 

dodgeballs in their basket.  

It was something new and 

exciting for the kids to do 

during class and they all 

had a blast doing it.   



PAGE 8 THE CENTRAL VALLEY C HRONICLE   

Central Valley Wrestler Dierks Nekoliczak 

competed at the 2020-21 NSAA Wrestling     

Competition held at the CenturyLink Center in 

Omaha from Feb. 17-18. 

Dierks Nekoliczak—106 lb. 6th Place 

Medalist 
 

Tournament results: 

 Round 1 

 Pinned by Hayden Neema of Superior in 

 0:49 

 1st Consolation Round 

 Pins Trent Rushman of Leyton in 3:36 

 2nd Consolation Round 

 Defeats Nolan Osborn of Twin Loup 1-0  

 3rd Consolation Round 

 Defeats Jeffrey Forsen of Mullen 9-4  

 Consolation Semi-Final 

 Pinned by Reece Kocian of East Butler in 

 2:08 

 5th/6th Place Medal 

 Defeated by Sebastian Sauceda of 

 Shelton 6-4 

2021 State  

Wrestling 

Think outside the book 

The world is full of things to 

read.  Share some with your 

youngster each day, and watch 

him become a well-rounded 

reader.  Here are a few suggestions: 

 Turn your refrigerator door into a reading 

center.  Encourage everyone to post       

reviews of books, movies, restaurants, and 

gadgets.  You could also hang up comics or 

fortune cookie slips. 

 Email each other.  You might send schedule 

reminders, news about your day, poems, or 

inspirational quotes. 

 Share cards and letters that come in the 

mail.  Use takeout menus and catalogs for 

reading practice , too—ask your child to 

find coupons or to tell you about foods or 

products that interest him. 

Kane Greek jumping in the inflatable Hungry Hippo 
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Karen Reynolds and 

Mary Ann McQuillan, Coaches 

 

After a number of cancellations due to snow 

storms, ice storms, and internet problems       

negating a planned virtual Meet, this year’s 

Speech team finally got an opportunity to show-

case its talents at the Goldenrod Conference. 

Twelve students made up five entries, and four 

of those entries took home medals. 

Earning fourth place with his humorous prose, 

“Mancation,” was senior Gabe Davis. Gabe is    

extraordinarily talented. His ability to memorize 

a script and portray its characters with stunning 

clarity, is incredible. 

Junior Airalee Evans received a fourth place 

medal for her serious prose entitled “Normalcy.” 

Airalee’s tension-laced performance grabs you 

and keeps you on the edge of your seat until its 

dramatic ending. 

Airalee and senior Lexi Schaffert also medaled 

with their hilarious duet entitled “Ten Steps to 

Humiliation,” an intelligent, fast-paced script 

that dazzled the audience and judges alike and 

earned them a fourth place finish. These two 

girls paired together are a force of nature;     

assured, confident, and ridiculously talented. 

Finally, five students, seniors Ashlyn Wright and 

Cayton Butcher, juniors Neleigh Poss and Dilynn 

Wood, and freshman Natalie Poss slayed the 

competition with their over-the-top performance 

of a script entitled “The Cause.” The uproarious 

OID earned the girls a coveted and well-

deserved second place medal. Special accolades 

go to Natalie who stepped in and delivered when 

one of our regulars, senior Audrey Wood, was 

unable to be present at the Meet. 

Although the boys’ OID which is performed by 

sophomores Zander Wolf, Keean Benson, Cohen 

Grossart and Tanner Landers didn’t make finals, 

their wacky performance of the comedy script 

“Escanaba in da Moonlight,” placed them within a 

single point of receiving a sixth place medal. 

The Speech Team will present their Home Show 

Tuesday, March 2, at 6:30 p.m. in the Library at 

Central Valley High School in Greeley. We hope 

you will join us for 70 minutes of laughs and good 

drama. 

On March 9, our students will compete at D1-2 

Districts at Bancroft-Rosalie for a spot at State. 

Central Valley will square off against Bancroft-

Rosalie, High Plains Community, Lyons-Decatur 

Northeast, Mead, Omaha Christian Academy,  

Osceola, and Shelton.  

Working with these fun, enormously talented 

students is so rewarding. We love their energy 

and imaginative minds, and we’re looking forward 

to a strong finish as we cap off this Speech 

year!  
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Lexi Schaffert, Airalee Evans, Gabriel 

Davis, Ashlyn Wright 

Gabriel Davis 

Airalee Evans 
Tanner Landers, Zandar Wolf,    

Cohen Grossart, Casey Landers 

Ashlyn Wright 

Natalie Poss 

Neleigh Poss 

Cayton Butcher 



Michelle Wood,      

School Nurse 

The State of Nebraska requires the following 

for the children entering into preschool and   

kindergarten:  

 

 

*Copy of Birth Certificate with seal  

*Up-to-date Immunization Record 

REQUIRED VACCINES: 

*4 doses of DTaP, DTP, or DT vaccine 

*3 doses of Polio vaccine  

*3 doses of Hib vaccine or 1 dose of Hib given at 

or after 15 months of age  

*3 doses of pediatric Hepatitis B vaccine 

*1 dose of MMR or MMRV given on or after 12 

months of age  

*1 dose of Varicella (chickenpox) or MMRV   

given on or after 12 months of age. Written             

documentation (including year) of varicella      

disease from parent, guardian, or health care 

provider will be accepted. 

*4 doses of Pneumococcal or 1 dose of          

pneumococcal given on or after 15 months of age. 

  

 

 

*Physical Exam 6 months prior to entering school 

*Vision Evaluation 

*Up-to –date Immunization Record 

*Copy of Birth Certificate with the seal 

 

 

  

 

*3 doses of DTaP, DTP, DT, or Td vaccine, one 

given on or after the 4th birthday. 

*3 doses of Polio Vaccine 

*3 doses of Pediatric Hepatitis B vaccine or 2 

doses of adolescent vaccine if student is 11-15 

year of age. 

*2 doses of MMR or MMRV vaccine, given on or 

after 12 months of age and separated by at least 

one month. 

*2 doses of Varicella (chickenpox) or MMRV   

given on or after 12 months of age.  Written  

documentation (including year) of varicella      

disease from the parent, guardian, or health care 

provider will be accepted.  If the child has had 

varicella disease they do not need any varicella 

shots. 
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Reading is worth the time 

According to research, less 

than 20 percent of teens read 

for pleasure every day.  But 

teens are spending an average of six hours a 

day online, texting, streaming videos and using 

social media. 

To restore your teen’s interest in reading, 

turn off electronic devices in your home for a 

half-hour every day.  Use the time to read  

together and talk about what you read. 

Central Valley will be hosting the  

Goldenrod Conference Music Contest 

on Wednesday, March 31.  Spectators 

are welcome!! 
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