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New Ventures in AlexX santos riggs

Main street in
Alexander is making a
comeback. Recently,
the Tobacco Depot and
Vapor Outlet closed its
Alex location and
moved to Williston.
(The Hemp Plus+
building, however, is
still in full operation.)
Echo Dean confirmed
that a soup and sand-
wich/convenience
store will be opening
in the previous estab-
lishment. She is hop-
ing it will be open for
business sometime in
March, however dates
could change in the
future. The name of
the shop is yet to be
decided.

Another  new
arrival, Hometown
Hair Salon, is owned
by Hanna Mrachek,
and is located at 604
Elk Street. Hannah
says business has been
great, and she has
been receiving signifi-
cant support from the
community. Her salon
has been staying very
busy, as she doesn’t
have any available
openings until Christ-
mas.

The Fire De-
partment is planning
an expansion to our
existing fire hall. Ac-
cording to Lance Pow-
ell, the Fire Chief, they

are planning to expand
north. There is no set
date for the expansion.

The rebuilt
bank is now open and
ready for business. See
images below.

No one has
bought the Shuga
Shack, yet, and it is
still up for sale. Inter-
ested parties should
contact Beth Yancey.

New Bank Building Open for Business

Santos Riggs




o Il’étaﬂ' Spotlight

Trey Jacobson
is currently the
junior high
boys’ basket-
ball coach.
Before Alexan-
der, Trey Ja-
cobson worked for Lance Pow-
ell and his grandfather on their
farms . Trey chose Alexander
because it is his hometown.
Trey became the coach to give
Alexander youth the same op-
portunities he had growing up.
He not only works as a coach,
but also works as an Alexander
bus driver. His sister, mother,
and father all work at Alexan-
der, as well.

Just saved tons af
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The teacher we've all seen
around the building is Mr. Spild-
' ie. Mr. Spildie has been the Title
1 teacher for about 5 years, but
has been teaching for 23 years.
Before coming to Alexander, he
worked at the First International Bank and
Trust in and Lodge Grass, Montana. Mr. Spildie
originally lived in Bozeman, Montana, but was
raised in Billings. He chose to work at Alexan-
der because a little birdie (Mrs. Spildie) told
him how great the school was. Mr. Spildie likes
his job because seeing the light bulb go off in
his students' heads makes him feel accom-
plished as a teacher. He hopes to students to
improve their grades and hopes to help stu-
dents who struggle. Mr. Spildie also said he is
thankful and grateful for the Comet family. Go
Comets! ‘

After Mrs. Rizzo
graduated from

first job. She said
this was a great
opportunity; the
area really needed teachers when
the oil boom hit ND. Mrs. Rizzo
enjoys seeing kids accomplish
their goals and completing their
work. Mrs. Rizzo was born in
Clintwood, Montana, and has
lived here for 9 years! Mrs. Rizzo

loves to teach the kids 21st Centu-

ry skills and to understand engi-
neering and programming. Mrs.
Rizzo was named McKenzie
County Teacher of the Year for
2020. Mrs. Rizzo, previously Ms.
Brummond, was married to for-
mer Alex PE teacher Mike Rizzo
last summer.
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Recipe: Banana Chocolate Chip Muffins

Samantha Turnquist

college, this was her
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Ingredients:

1 cup Butter

1 Y2 cup Sugar

2 tsp. Vanilla

2 tsp. Lemon Juice

4 Eggs

5-8 Bananas

8 0z. Cream Cheese
4 cups Flour

1 tsp. Salt

2 tsp. Baking Soda

2 tsp. Baking Powder
1-1 %2 cup Chocolate Chips

Directions:
Blend butter and sugar. Add vanilla, lemon

juice and eggs. Mix in the rest, bake at 350
degrees for 25 minutes or until done.

Vabentiive & zézf //
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Answers with
ECYOI'C Santos Riggs

Q: Sweethearts or chocolate covered strawberries?

A: Chocolate covered strawberries, because the sweet, happy, red inside is hidden by a dark, dull,
savory outside.

Q: Do you like romantic movies? What's your favorite romantic movie?

A; Sometimes, it depends. I like A Walk to Remember. It actually makes my heart warm. It’s a story
about a man, Landon, determined to help a girl fill her bucket list before she dies of leukemia.

Q: Describe your perfect Valentine's date.

A: To be left alone...

COMET NEWS
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Staff Spotlight

One teacher we have either
had, or went to school with is
| Mrs. Denowh. She went to
school here, but was born and
raised in Rawson and Squaw
Gap North Dakota. She chose to work here
because she graduated here and was hoping
for the opportunity to work here after col-
lege. Before Alexander, Mrs. Denowh worked
at a fencing company during the summers,
was an intern for CHS Farmers Elevator, and
was an intern at Merchants Bank, as well. She
chose to become the Ag teacher because she
has spent her life in the business of producing
agriculture, she can teach the subject, and the
job allows her some extra time to help out on
the ranch. She hopes to help kids learn more
about an area of agriculture in which they are
interested, and to teach others how and why
agriculture is important. Mrs. Denowh also
declares her job is the best since she gets to
wear jeans everyday and has the best field

trips.

Alexander's second grade teach-
er, Ms. Jacobson, is a native to
this area. She grew up attending
Alexander Public School and has

always found enjoyment helping,
and being around children. Ms. Jacobson chose to
work at Alexander School because it is her home
and she enjoys the coziness of small towns. She
also likes the opportunities that a K-12 school has
to offer. Ms. Jacobson loves to see the faces of her
students light up when they get that “lightbulb”
moment. She comes from a long line of teachers.
Her great-grandma was a teacher, as well as both
of her grandmothers, multiple cousins and her
mother, who also works at our school. Ms. Jacob-
son strives to not only teach her students academ-
ics, but also life skills so that they can develop into
good humans.
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Katie Monson is a student aid who

works in the elementary end of

Alexander Public School. Katie

goes around the classrooms seek-
ing those who need help. Not only does she work
here, but she also works part-time at the Wild Flour
Café and Bakery. She has lived in Alexander for two
years now, but was born in Zahl, North Dakota.
Before moving to the school, she babysat children
in her home. Katie loves being able to see the light-
bulb go off in the heads of elementary students and
other kids as well. Another perk she has noticed
while working here is that the job is close to her
home. Katie’s set goal is to graduate college this

year.

Fun Fact for February zocsen

“In Shakespeare’s play, Romeo and Juliet, it is said that they lived in
Verona, Italy. Every year, thousands of Valentine’s Day cards are sent to

Verona , addressed to Juliet.”*

*theholidayspot.com

WQ]COme Mike F alCOIl Presley Powell

New to the school’s staff is Mike Falcon! He is taking over for Barb
Fixen, who was the previous Business Manager of the school. He worked
at Youngquist Oil and Gas before coming to Alexander. Mike chose to be
the new Business Manager because it’s a new opportunity away from the
oil field. He was born in California, where his dad was stationed at the
time, and lived there for some time before moving back to his dad’s
hometown of Trenton, North Dakota at the age of 10. His favorite part
about working in Alexander is his co-workers and the free lunch.
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Isaac Kline and Tayla
Ybarra

Jaelyn Modine and
Beau Rider

Renee Cross and Logan
Nelson

Book Recommendations

Arena Oian, Samantha Turnquist and Cayle Rykhus

If you're looking for a good new book to read, let us help you
out! This month’s book recommendation is Girl, Stolen by April Henry. It is
about a blind, 16-year-old girl, who was kidnapped in her car while it was be-
ing stolen. A criminal’s son was trying to hijack a car, but found a sick teen-
age girl in the back. Girl, Stolen is the story of 2 teenagers trying to escape
from a mentally disturbed father. Read the book to find out if they make it!

Gamers, COrneI': NBA 2K21 Hunter Hanig

Many people
wondered if it was
worth buying
NBA2k21 even if they
already had it on the
older consoles. The
game was developed
by Mike Wang, Ron-
nie2k, and Visual

Concepts.
The graphics
in Next Gen

(developed after the
NBA draft) are far

COMET NEWS

better than they have
ever been for a 2k
game. This 2k game
has a setting called
“The Park” where you
can play with, and
against, real people.
The main game mode
is called, “My Career,”
where you work your
way through high
school and have a
choice to play in col-
lege or in the G-

League. The G-League
is one step under the
NBA, and is a new and
different route.
With the Next
Gen gameplay, you get
a more realistic feel of
the game, but there will
still be some random
glitches in the system.

*www.forbes.com
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Randoms with the Fam!

“One time, when my sister and I
had a friend over, we played tag. My
friend and I were in the Ranger while
my sister and her friend were in the
golf-cart. When we were playing, my
sister ran the golf-cart into a ditch
with her friend. My friend and I felt
bad, and didn't want to get in trouble,
so we had to take care of them and do
whatever they wanted for the rest of

_.__—_—_-..-_..__—.\

the day.”
- Presley Powell

“My whole family watched my
sister and brother wrestle in the living
room. The purpose of this match? She
would not say “please” for a cook-
ie. This wrestling match ended with her
getting the cookie, along with a fist-
sized bruise.”

- Samantha Turnquist
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New Radar System Keeping Everyone Safe

Back in 2018 a dev-
astating tornado swept
through Watford City. The
tornado was not detected by
the then-current radar sys-
tem, and due to this, people
were not prepared for this
storm. The new system, lo-
cated at the Williston airport,
covers an 80 to 100 mile ar-
ea, and will help predict se-
vere storms before they oc-
cur. The system is a C-Ban
Dual Polarization Radar; it is
a 60 ft. tower with a 20 ft.

Arena Oian

radome at the top. It was paid
for by the Williams County 1%
Safety Tax and is also main-
tained by them. The monitor-
ing of the data from the new
radar is done by meteorolo-
gists who are not on site. In-
formation from the radar is
provided to numerous other
agencies.

The radar covers an
area far closer to the ground;
well below the Minot and
Glasgow radars that are too
high up to detect some

Weird Food Combos

Cayle Rykhus

Peanut Butter and Tuna Sandwiches

BBQ Chips and Sour Gummy Worms
Mac-n-Cheese and BBQ Sauce

Banana and Mayo Sandwiches

Sour Cream and Peas

storms. It has been a great
help to the airport in detecting
winter storms that the larger
radars don’t notice due to dis-
tance and storm height. It also
better detects tornadoes that
have already reached the
ground in our area. The radar
was installed between Septem-
ber 19 and April 20. The infor-
mation gathered by the radar
can be found on:
WilliamsND.com.




Page 6 ,Artlst Of the M()nth Zoe Beall

~

= Clearing
. Winter
Ansel Adams, who was a nology.) After learning about Storm,
famous photographer, was born photography, Adams sold his ‘{‘)?fm"e
February 20, 1902 in San Francis- early photographs at Best’s Cglyig;nia
co, California. The artist was best Studio in Yosemite Valley,
known for his black and white pho- California. His best photos,
tos of nature scenes. He even used and most common, were of
his photos to encourage those wildlife. His photos were even
around him to preserve wilderness exhibited in large galleries and gemal,f all
areas. Another thing people tend to museums by the 1960’s. Vfﬁe’;l ¢
notice about Adams was his nose. In accordance with Cah-fo;nia
Around the age of 4, Adams was this, there was a demand for
thrown against a garden wall dur- his beautiful photos during the
it ing the San Francisco earthquake, 70’s. However, not long after-
Monolith, The which resulted in a broken nose ward, in 1984, Adams sadly
Face of Half that never healed correctly and died of a heart attack.*
Donie Yosemite remained crooked for the rest of
3 life. *Biography.com
National Park, N Rose and
o Later on in life, Adams Driftwood,
taught himself piano and fiddled San Francis-
with photography. He even learned co, California

darkroom techniques (which dark-
ens the photo without using tech-
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LOtS Of QuOteS Arena Oian and Samantha Turnquist

“Romeo and Juliet is not a love story. It’s a 3-day relationship between a 13-year-old and
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a 17-year-old that caused 6 deaths.”- someecards.com

“What’s the difference between me and a calendar? A calendar has dates.” - reddit.com
“If love is the answer, could you rephrase the question?” -Lily Tomlin

“Don’t break someone’s heart, they only have one. Break their bones, they have 206 of
them.” -Pintrest.com

“A guy knows he's in love when he loses interest in his car for a couple of days.” -Tim Al-
len

“My doctor says I'm lacking vitamin U.” - epicquotes.com

“Marriage: an endless sleepover with your favorite weirdo.” - wallquotes.com

Comel Count
r‘ -
For Valentine’s Day, are you

' Single as a Pringle? or

Winner! 33

S
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Ready to Mingle?

14
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Speech Season Begins zocsean

It is finally Speech season
at Alexander! Here is a list of con-
firmed dates for our meets and a list
of our members!

Meets:

e  March 6 @ Burke Central

e  March 12 @ home

e  Regionals: April 10 @ Bowbells

e  State: April 24 @ Mandan

Members:

° Brieanna Yancey— Dramatic
Interpretation

e  Alex Sims— Extemporaneous
Programmed Reading

—_-———_———-u——-——————————————————

e  Breanna Schooley— Dramatic
Interpretation

®  Santos Riggs— Humorous Duo
and Humorous Interpretation

®  Zoe Beall- Radio, Dramatic
Interpretation, and Humorous
Duo

®  Mercedes Dybas— Humorous
Interpretation and Humorous
Duo

e  Samantha Turnquist— Extem-
poraneous Speech and Im-
promptu Speaking

e  Brooke Rykhus— Story Telling,
Humorous Duo, and Dramatic

"Alex Family History

“My grandpa, Ray Powell, was a
part of the first class to graduate in the
new Alexander School building. He pre-
viously went to school in the museum be-
fore graduating in what is now the cur-

rent  Alexander

Public

School :
building.” i

— Presley Powell
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Thanks for Equipment! Rence Cross

The Red Brick Ri-
vals team, made up of
Austin Beall, Chris O’Kon-
ek, Kim McLinden, Ben
Honstein, Irelynn Johnson
and Lilianna Vanwhy,
have lately designed a nif-
ty basket located near the
elementary  playground

doors. This container
holds multiple pieces of
sports equipment to play
with on the playground.
The team sent out a survey
to the elementary students
to vote on which items
they desired. The sports
basket was initially a part

Interpretation

®  Austin Beall- Humorous Inter-
pretation
Coach:

e  Sandra Crusch

“My mom once told me a story of
my Dad’s aunt Olga and the birth of her
sister, Mildred. When my great aunt
Mildred was born, Olga was six years
old. She was home alone with her moth-
er when her sister decided it was time to
be born. Olga walked 2 miles to their
neighbors to get help for her mom. The
neighbor rode ahead on a horse to help
her mother and Olga walked the same
two miles back. I always found the sto-
ry really inspirational because she
walked all that way by herself when she
was only six.”

—Arena Oian

of their innovation
project. The team
then presented their
product to the school
board and  Ms.
Bieber, and they en-
joyed the idea.
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Congratulations, Girls! .......

For the first time since the co-op began in 2018, the Comet-Crusaders
went to compete in the Regional tournament. The Alexander girls basket-
ball team hasn’t been to Regionals since 2005. They ended up in third
place in the District tournament. They had two wins against North Shore-
Plaza and White Shield, which was a real barn burner, as they won by only
2 points with ten seconds left on the clock.

Ellie Haskins received the District 15 All-Tournament Team award;
Renee Cross and Ellie Haskins both received the All-District 15 Team.

They took on the Divide County Maroons on Monday, February 22 at
the Four Bears Center. They fell to defeat, thus ending their season.

Outside of Regionals, the Comet-Crusaders basketball record was 9-8.




Prom 2021

Under the Northern Lights

March 27, 2021
~Grades 9-12~

(with the exception of 8" graders who are asked by an upper classman)

-5

Grand March ~ TBA
Dance ~ 7:30pm - 12:30am




APS Kindergarten students and their teachers worked hard to get their
Foundation baskets together. The Alexander Foundation’s 7th Annual
Jundraiser will be held in March. Stay tuned to the Alexander website for
the latest information!
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