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CCS Students K-8 are back  
IN PERSON  

Monday-Thursday! 
 
 
 

 

Letter to CCS District Families K-6 (mailed to homes 3/2/2021) 
 

Welcome back to school!!! Yes, we have done it…for the first time in almost an entire year, our building welcomed our 
students back and is open for business four days a week! This has been a momentous day, and I wanted to share with 
all of you the pure joy of seeing everyone return today! Both students and teachers alike were full of smiles and energy 
as we embraced our reopening!  
 

We are taking great strides to ensure a smooth transition back to school. Safety is our primary focus as we navigate 
drop off, COVID precautions, and dismissal. I cannot thank you all enough for your flexibility and patience as we 
design plans to address each of these factors! If your child gets dropped off in the morning, here are a couple gentle 
reminders that would truly help our endeavors:  
 

· Hours of drop off are between 7:30 – 8:05 a.m.  
· Drop off only occurs at the curb along Walnut Street  
· Have your child ready with backpack, mask, and blue sheet as you pull up to the curb  
· Only have your child exit on the school side of the sidewalk  
· Expect to have school personnel direct you to an open spot to park and let your child out  
· Please be as quick and efficient as possible during drop off, as there are many cars waiting to drop off 
children  
· Please remain with your vehicle; we are avoiding parents walking students to the door to maintain safety 
protocols. In addition, space at the curb is valuable and needed  
· Please use the blue sheet screening paper instead of the app; please make sure you have your child 
screened before you let them out at school  
· Before pulling back out into the road, please look around you for other vehicles  
· Dismissal begins at 2:30  
· At dismissal time, please know you can park in the parking lot and on the street. Look for your child and feel 
free to ask one of our personnel for help if needed  

 

Lastly, if you or someone you know has a kindergartener that needs to be registered, please call our Main Office at 
547-9976 for further details. Again, thank you for all YOU are doing to bring our students back safely! I felt like a child, 
myself, this morning as I was preparing to come to school…so excited! If you have any questions, comments, or 
feedback, I warmly welcome hearing from you!  

Tracy Durkee  
Cooperstown Elementary Principal  



WELCOME Sara Spross THANK YOU Romona Wenck 
The Cooperstown Central School District Board of Education is excited to welcome Ms. Sarah Spross, who officially 
begins her tenure as Superintendent of Cooperstown Central School on March 1. Ms. Spross comes to Cooperstown 
from the Maryland State Department of Education where she has served as Assistant State Superintendent for the 
Division of Educator Certification and Program Approval. Originally from Millbrook, NY, she holds a bachelor’s degree in 
special education and teaching and a master’s degree in educational leadership and administration. “I am excited to 
return to a community that has a strong commitment to education,” said Ms. Spross. “I look forward to working with 
school leaders, faculty, and community members to build on the strong foundation at Cooperstown.” Please join us in 
welcoming Ms. Spross to our community.  
 
We also wish to express our sincere thanks to Romona Wenck 
for her dedication to the district during her tenure as Interim 
Superintendent, which ends Friday, February 26th. Mrs. 
Wenck has worked tirelessly for our district, expending 
countless hours in her support of the faculty, staff, 
administrators, students, and the community. Through her 
honest, timely, and clear communications, Mrs. Wenck 
guided the district during this difficult and confusing time. Her 
leadership and insight helped pave the way for a stronger 
educational and social experience for our students. Mrs. 
Wenck has been instrumental in bringing athletics back to 
CCS, bringing K-8 back 4 days a week, strengthening the 
hybrid learning experience, ensuring necessary and 
appropriate staffing, and planning for capital projects, all while maintaining strict safety protocols for the health and 
well being of everyone. The BOE is truly indebted for her guidance during her time as our Interim Superintendent, and 
we wish her all the best. 
Link to PDF: https://bit.ly/BOEWelcomeThanks 

 

 
CCS Teacher Brad Smith's Renewable Energy Technology Class  
has been researching, designing, and building wind turbine blades. Once completed, 
students will assemble their turbine blades in our wind turbine trainer and conduct tests to 
determine the productivity and efficiency of their designs. This project develops student 
awareness to the impacts of wind energy while giving them an opportunity to design and 
engineer solutions to real world problems. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

ONC BOCES Applications Due 
CCS Sophomores Interested in attending BOCES this fall must complete an application and return it to your CCS 
counselor as soon as possible. Applications are available in the CCS Counseling Office or through the link below.  
Deadline is March 5th for the program application and sign-up to shadow the program this spring. For program 
descriptions please visit: https://www.oncboces.org/OAOCCareerTechEducation.aspx 
Programs include: Culinary Arts, Cosmetology, Natural Resources Occupations (NRO), Automotive Technician, 
Welding, Information Technology, Visual Arts,  
Health Occupations, Mechatronics, Building Trades 

https://bit.ly/BOEWelcomeThanks
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.oncboces.org%2fOAOCCareerTechEducation.aspx&c=E,1,yJlAnLrT0MKs1-HLDxThNVx4VsmMnQ2MOyXTTL50YYhEfqu9pHgBJfTncdgj1kHnjyDoDrZe8OK6K6Apa9y7ifltFwXl6kOqpqs4DYW9UstKpyo,&typo=1


CCS Class of 2021 Top 4 Academic Students 
Cooperstown Central School District announces the Top 4 Academic students of the CCS Class of 2021.  
Congratulations to the following students (listed in alphabetical order) who have continued to set goals,  

connect resources with peers and teachers, work tirelessly, and persevere in their interests. 
 

Abby Miller 
As a steady Honor Roll student and 4-year class Treasurer, Miller is the recipient of the University of 
Rochester Bausch & Lomb Honorary Science Award, AP US History Scholastic Award, Cobbett 
Memorial French Scholastic Award and a multi-year CCS Scholar Athlete. Miller is currently the 
President of CCS Leadership Training for Athletes, an Officer of the 4-H Glimmerglass Explorers, 
and participant in CFES Mentoring and Career Explorations at Cornell University. Miller was 
selected for the Rotary Youth Leadership Conference and currently presides as the CCS 
National Honor Society Secretary. A volunteer for 4-H, CANstruction, and Cooperstown Angel 
Network, Miller is also a member of the CCS Choir and works at The Cooperstown Bat Company.  
 

Will Weldon 
Weldon is a successful four-sport athlete who has achieved multiple academic awards 
including National Merit Commended Scholar, as well as Ruggles Essay competition 
Finalist, Honors English Award (9,11), AP US History Award, Community Bank Mathematical 
Science Award, CCS Drawing/Art Award, Xerox Award for Innovation & Information 
Technology, and AP European History Award. Weldon is a member of the CCS National 
Honor Society, CCS College for Every Student Mentor Program, and a 3-year 
representative of the CCS Leadership Training for Athletes. Weldon was also chosen to be 
a NYSPHSAA Section 3 Leadership Conference representative. Weldon received the 
People’s Choice Award in the Congressional Art Competition and had his work published 
in the Catskill Review Magazine. Weldon has volunteered with The Red Sweater Project in 
Tanzania, the El Brujo community in Costa Rica, St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church in Cooperstown, Cooperstown 
Tennis and Aceing Autism.  
He has also been employed as a lifeguard and tennis assistant at The Cooperstown Country Club. 
 

Caroline Whitaker 
A successful IEA (Interscholastic Equestrian Association) athlete as well as dressage and 
vaulting competitor, Whitaker is a member the CCS National Honor Society and received the 
Averill Scholarship Award during her Junior year. The recipient of the AP Biology Award, English 
III Honors Award, Cobbett Memorial Prize Award, Achievement Award of US History and 
Outsider Art Award, Whitaker is also a Girl’s State Nominee, HOBY (Hugh O’Brian Youth 
Leadership) nominee, and volunteers in her faith community as well as the Cooperstown Food 
Bank and Cooperstown Equestrian Park. Whitaker is also employed at Canoe & Kayak Rentals 
and Sales, Cooperstown Equestrian Park and Cooperstown Horse Rescue Farm. 
 

Brayden White 
White is an accomplished 4-time USA Gymnastics Academic All-American and a National 
Qualifier of the USA gymnastics Junior Olympics, a NY Regional winner of National History Day 
competition and exceptional SAT academic scholar. White has been a vital member of the 
CCS Quiz Team, a member of the World Class Gymnastics Academy, 3-time National HIstory 
Day participant, talented musician and member of the CCS Choir and Band, and self-taught 
guitarist. White is also employed as a lifeguard at The Cooperstown Country Club and an 
attendant at The Cooperstown Food Bank. White enjoys soccer, chess, reading, politics and 
cooking in his spare time. 
 

Link to PDF: https://bit.ly/CCS2021Top4Academic 
 
 

https://bit.ly/CCS2021Top4Academic


 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2021 CCS School Spelling Bee 
Thank you to all of our CCS School Spelling Bee 
contestants and congratulations to our 2021 finalists.  
CCS 1st Place contestant, Punya Phaugat, will advance to the 2021 Regional Spelling Bee level. 

 
1st Place Punya Phaugat 
2nd Place Jack Howard 

3rd Place Aaron Katz 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CCS Jr./Sr. High School  
Art Students continue to create 

with CCS Art Teacher 
Caitlin Cook-Wightman 

 



CCS Hawkeyes Back in Action 
Many thanks to the CCS District Interim Athletic Coordinator, Vince Spruill, along with CCS 
administration, who worked hard to compile the CCS District plan for Return to Competition 
required for approval by Otsego County Department of Health and the Cooperstown Board of 
Education.  
 

Link to PDF of plan: https://bit.ly/DistrictPlanReturnToCompetition 
Link to PDF of letter: http://bit.ly/AthleticsUpdate0211 
 

UPDATE to Live Feed Links for CCS HOME Girls & Boys Basketball Games 
Please use the following YouTube channel link to replace all previously published links for viewing the remainder of the 
2021 season. Live feeds will begin for each game roughly 15 minutes prior to published game times. For questions, 
please contact Interim Coordinator of Athletics & Extracurricular Activities/District Data Support, Vince Spruill, at 
vspruill@cooperstowncs.org.     Link to channel:  http://bit.ly/CCSYouTubeChannel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many thanks to the CCS fans, families and alumni who submitted pictures to volunteer parents who created fan 
banners in the CCS gymnasium for the 2021 Winter season. Special THANK YOU to Emily & Linda at The Copy Shop of 
Cooperstown for spending a considerable amount of time processing and formatting the pictures for banners. Let's Go 
Hawkeyes! 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to  
CCS student Faith Logue, 

2021 WINNER of the  
Cooperstown Winter Carnival Essay Contest. 

Logue’s writing will also be featured  
in the upcoming issue of Kinda Cool Magazine.  

 
Check out our CCS student work  

in the link to:  
2021 Winter Carnival ESSAY CONTEST Results 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://bit.ly/DistrictPlanReturnToCompetition
https://bit.ly/AthleticsUpdate0211?fbclid=IwAR1JbCxWUreFre8k908kUx4LSEua-xsv1BD5gEPmga0WXLhXoCWL3Tg56p0
mailto:vspruill@cooperstowncs.org
https://bit.ly/CCSYouTubeChannel?fbclid=IwAR3Jg6hNTz0EVlRYNglNMeV_7f6hHdViGFH04vCQNCc2XoYHiuIlLy0N0ow
https://kindacoolmagazine.com/
https://www.cooperstownwintercarnival.com/essay-contest?fbclid=IwAR0Ud1mrjRJuXbt6ko1sYUHqXsN4doQDag_Td1NcPQmPEV07aVuC52l5WxY
https://www.cooperstownwintercarnival.com/essay-contest?fbclid=IwAR0Ud1mrjRJuXbt6ko1sYUHqXsN4doQDag_Td1NcPQmPEV07aVuC52l5WxY


National School Bus Driver Appreciation Day - THANK YOU!  
CCS celebrated our Transportation team on Monday, February 22, 2021, during National School Bus Driver 
Appreciation Day! As parents, community members, staff and students, we appreciate all that our CCS bus 
drivers do to ensure safety and security of our CCS students and staff throughout the year. Thank you Joe 
Kukenberger, CCS Director of Transportation, and our entire CCS Transportation team. Special thanks to our 
CCS drivers: Chris Dennis, Mike Gregory, Don Hoag, Mark Kubis, Joe Kukenberger, Dave Lamb, Barb 
Lindholm, Shawn Mulligan, Marty Seamon, Dave Sellick, Barb Smith, Alan Thayer 
Substitute drivers: Brandon Lundy & Matt Hazzard 
Bus monitors: Donna Hribar, Joann Torres, 
Andrew Rock, Alissa Lundgren, Jess Powers, 
Maggie Robin, Jennifer McCoy, Katie 
Sellick, Kim Stahl 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Emily Gibson, CCS Library Media Specialist, engaged 
1st Grade students in learning about the artwork of Jamaican 
American Bernard Stanley Hoyes. Students were inspired to 
draw and paint their own dancing figures based on Hoyes’ 
artwork “In the Spirit” and the story of how Hoyes’ mother sold 
his artwork to tourists to help buy more art supplies. Mr. Hoyes 
now lives in Los Angeles, CA. CCS families can learn more 
about Mr. Hoyes, and even purchase his artwork, by going to 
www.bernardhoyes.com.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.bernardhoyes.com/


 

2020-2021 CCS YEARBOOK SALES 
Don’t miss out on the 2020-2021 Yearbooks for CCS Elementary School and CCS Jr./Sr. High School.  

Use the following links to go directly to Jostens and order a yearbook for your CCS students.  
 
http://bit.ly/CCSJrSrYearbook2021 

 
 

http://bit.ly/CCSElementaryYearbook 
 
 

CCS Tech Club:  Students in CCS Tech Club have worked with CCS Advisor Brad Smith on various projects 
including woodworking, Lego Robotics, 3D printing, sheet metal, metal cutting/welding and laser cutting/engraving.  
Remaining schedule of Tech Club meetings through March 31st: 
 
 

 
Jr./Sr. High TECH Tip Tuesdays 
Michelle Hitchcock, Library Media Specialist for CCS Jr./Sr High School, provides weekly Tech Tip Tuesday resources 
during morning announcements. If you’ve missed the announcements or would like a refresher, check out the 
resources on the  Library Media Center page of the CCS District website. If you’d like to borrow a book from the Jr./Sr. 
High school library, Mrs. Hitchcock offers several options to get your read on! 

 
 

 

Elementary Fitness Fridays & Friday Library Programs  
available during Hybrid Learning. 

 

Cohort "A" (Wednesday Meetings) 
● March 3rd, from 2:30-3:30 
● NO MEETING March 10th 
● March 17th, from 2:30-3:30 
● March 24th, from 2:30-3:30 
● March 31st, from 2:30-3:30 

Cohort "B" (Tuesday Meetings) 
● March 2nd, from 2:30-3:30 
● March 9th, from 2:30-3:30 
● NO MEETING March 16th 
● March 23rd from 2:30-3:30 
● March 30th from 2:30-3:30 

http://bit.ly/CCSJrSrYearbook2021
http://bit.ly/CCSElementaryYearbook
https://sites.google.com/cooperstowncs.org/jshs-library/home


Class of 2021 Celebrates SENIOR SNOW FUN 
As the CCS Class of 2021 celebrated Senior Snow Fun on a sunny CCS campus last week, several Seniors faced off in a 
heated battle of MOST CREATIVE DESIGN in a snowperson competition around the CCS gazebo.  Congratulations to 
our Class of 2021 winners of coveted donations from generous local businesses: Mel's at 22, Stagecoach Coffee, and 
Freestyle Confections. SPECIAL THANKS to our CCS Staff and Senior Parents who supported our 1st-ever CCS Senior 
Snow Fun event! 

 

1st- Maria Miller and Riley Jubar (“Assembly Required”) 
2nd- Jack Shurmer, Ray Hovis, Nate Savoie, and Alex Bohler (“Monster”) 

3rd- Jennifer Burch and Emma Panzarella (“Dating Couple”) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CCS Elementary Physical Education Teachers  
Bud Lippitt and Matt Hulbert  
took advantage of the beautiful sunshine the week prior to Winter Recess to take 
students outside and work together and enjoy the snow. Let's Go Hawkeyes! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

If you have a child preparing to enter the  
CCS Class of 2034 KINDERGARTEN Registration 

process, please complete the information included in the  
Google Form LINK by March 26th: 

https://bit.ly/CCSClass2034GoogleForm. 
For questions please contact the CCS Elementary 

Office at 607-547-9976. 
 
 
 
 

 
NASA and the Mars Rover: Perseverance 
The NASA website offers resources and information 
on NASA’s vision, facilities, programs, missions, 
launches & landings, and other resources including 

LIVE feeds from the current Mars Rover, Perseverance! NASA also 
offers a website tailored to kids!  
Link to: https://spaceplace.nasa.gov 
 
Link to: The Mars Rovers: Perseverance 
Link to: https://www.nasa.gov 
Follow NASA LIVE at: https://www.nasa.gov/nasalive 
Follow NASA in Social Media: https://www.nasa.gov/socialmedia 

 
 

CCS Elementary Student, Paxton, finds inspiration in books! 

https://bit.ly/CCSClass2034GoogleForm?fbclid=IwAR35v1-G6Y-RCkQTjrul7cDVSpmB-OYgMPPVo1RmuJKHiB8i0bYOQNp_V7k
https://bit.ly/CCSClass2034GoogleForm?fbclid=IwAR35v1-G6Y-RCkQTjrul7cDVSpmB-OYgMPPVo1RmuJKHiB8i0bYOQNp_V7k
https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/
https://spaceplace.nasa.gov/mars-2020/en/
https://www.nasa.gov/
https://www.nasa.gov/nasalive
https://www.nasa.gov/socialmedia


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CCS Teachers John Brotherton and Josie Rusk  
created a bulletin board in the Jr./Sr. High School hallway  
to showcase the achievements of the Black community in history.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Link to: https://www.commonsense.org 
Link to: Movies That Inspire Empathy 

Link to: Best Apps: Recommendations for Families 
Link to: Everything You Need to Teach Digital Citizenship 

Link to: Cellphone Parenting 
Link to: Facebook, Instagram & Social Media 

 
 
 
CCS Job Opportunities -  IMMEDIATE OPENINGS 
CCS has two immediate employment openings, for a daily substitute 
Teacher Aide and School Bus Monitor.  CCS is also accepting applications 
for all other substitute positions. Please see the CCS District website for 
details and a complete listing of employment opportunities: 
https://bit.ly/CCSEmploymentOpportunities 
 

https://www.commonsense.org/
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/movies-that-inspire-empathy
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-lists
https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/cellphone-parenting
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/social-media
https://bit.ly/CCSEmploymentOpportunities?fbclid=IwAR2SH0igH4XnXNb6fMa3NKGKHHn4jfat3pNPH3afD0LHvy-OvQCMGwajJoU
https://bit.ly/CCSEmploymentOpportunities?fbclid=IwAR2SH0igH4XnXNb6fMa3NKGKHHn4jfat3pNPH3afD0LHvy-OvQCMGwajJoU


 

CCS Board of Education Upcoming Public Meetings: 
Wed 3/3/2021 at 7:00pm BOE Regular Mtg via Zoom webinar http://bit.ly/BOEMtg0303 
Thu 3/4/2021 at 8:00am BOE Buildings, Grounds & Safety Committee Mtg at Jr./Sr. HS 
Mon 3/8/2021 at 8:15am BOE PR, Policy & Extracurricular Committee Mtg at Jr./Sr. HS 
Wed 3/10/2021 at 8:15am BOE Budget & Finance Committee Mtg at Jr./Sr. HS 
Thu 3/11/2021 at 7:30am BOE Personnel & Recruitment Committee Mtg. 
Wed 3/17/2021 at 7:00pm BOE Regular Mtg 
 
For the live link to the CCS District calendar,  
where meetings will be added and adjusted, please click HERE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For the link to the PDF file of  
“Having Trouble with Your Device”,  

go to https://bit.ly/TroubleWithDevice. 
 
 
 
Bassett School Based Health Center (SBHC)  
has practitioners available to do COVID-19 testing for any student 
enrolled in a SBHC program who may be symptomatic! If your child 
is feeling ill, please call 607-547-5069 (Elem-AM) 607-547-1105 
(Jr/SrHigh-PM) or 844-255-7242 Mon – Fri 8:00-4:00  
to schedule an appointment. 
 

Cooperstown SBHC will be open when school is in session virtually or 
in-person. Telehealth options are also available. Don’t forget to see 
your SBHC practitioner for acute care visits, immunizations and 
physicals! Bassett SBHC may be open limited hours when school is in 
session virtually or in-person and they are ready to see our CCS students safely. Please call 607-547-5069 or 
844-255-7242, Mon – Fri 8:00-4:00, to schedule an appointment. Schedules are subject to change.  
 
The Cooperstown SBHC located in the Elementary School is currently under construction. During this time,  
all appointments will take place in the Cooperstown SBHC location in the Jr./Sr. High School.   

http://bit.ly/BOEMtg0303
https://www.cooperstowncs.org/o/cooperstown-csd/page/calendar--262
https://bit.ly/TroubleWithDevice


 
Otsego County Systems of Care Resource Guide provides mental health and 
behavioral health resources, a list of food pantries in our county, and information about 
Instacart availability.  Click HERE for online access to the resource guide. 
 
Link to homepage of Otsego County Systems of Care Click HERE 
The Otsego County System of Care (SOC) is made up of youth and family advocates, social 
workers, child-serving community organizations, and educators working together to ensure that every child 
and family in Otsego County is connected to the resources they need to achieve social, emotional, and 
academic success.  
 
 

For specific questions or information on CCS Food Service, please visit our district website HERE.  
To visit the CCS March 2021 Menu online Click HERE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.otsegocounty.com/SOC/SOC%20Resource%20Guide%20Final.pdf
https://www.otsegocounty.com/departments/d-m/mental_health/system_of_care.php
https://www.cooperstowncs.org/o/cooperstown-csd/page/food-service--169
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1142161/March_2021.pdf


 
NY State Department of Health Covid-19 Information Resources: 

Resources related to Covid-19 in NY State, including vaccine information,  
travel alerts, helpful apps and public health resources: Click HERE  

NY State vaccine specific information: Click HERE 
NY State Covid-19 Travel Advisory Updates: Click HERE 

 
 

Otsego County Department of Health Covid-19 Information Resource Center: 
For resources related to Covid-19 in Otsego County, including vaccine information, a Covid-19 county 

dashboard, and day-by-day updated information: Click HERE 
 

Link to CCS Anonymous Reporting for Covid-19: 
https://bit.ly/AnonymousCovidReport 

 
 

Community Resources  
LINKS below: 

 
Cooperstown Village Library 

 

Kinney Memorial Library of Hartwick 
 

The Clark Sports Center 
 

Cooperstown Chamber of Commerce 
 

Otsego County Dept of Health 
 

Destination Marketing Corporation for 
Otsego County (DMCOC) 

 

Cooperstown Food Pantry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Past Issues of  
Hawkeyes Express Click 

HERE 
 
 

 
Link to CCS Calendar  

(revised 2/10/21) 
https://bit.ly/CCSCalendarRev0222 

 
 
 

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home
https://covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
https://www.otsegocounty.com/departments/d-m/health_department/covid19.php
https://bit.ly/AnonymousCovidReport
http://www.villagelibraryofcooperstown.org/
http://libraries.4cls.org/hartwick/
https://www.clarksportscenter.com/
https://www.wearecooperstown.com/
https://www.otsegocounty.com/departments/health_department/index.php
https://www.otsegocounty.com/departments/tourism/index.php
https://www.otsegocounty.com/departments/tourism/index.php
http://cooperstownfoodpantry.org/
https://www.cooperstowncs.org/o/cooperstown-csd/page/hawkeyes-express-newsletters
https://www.cooperstowncs.org/o/cooperstown-csd/page/hawkeyes-express-newsletters
https://bit.ly/CCSCalendarRev0222


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UPDATE on NYS School Tax relief (STAR) Program 
The NYS School Tax relief (STAR) program offers property tax relief to 
eligible NYS homeowners. Currently, homeowners receive their benefit 
in two ways. 

 

· The STAR Exemption applies a reduction on the school tax bill. The 
homeowner pays a lower amount of taxes and the state pays the 
difference to the district directly. The exemption is no longer available 
to new homeowners. 

 

· The STAR Credit Check is a payment mailed directly from the State Tax 
Department to the homeowner that can be used by the homeowner 
to pay their school taxes. The school tax bills sent to eligible homeowners who receive the credit check charge the 
homeowner the full tax amount. In his executive budget proposal, the Governor has proposed changes to the STAR 
program that will impact both the school district and homeowners. Although STAR has never been presented as aid to 
schools in the past, the school aid runs based on the Governor’s budget proposal apply a Local District Funding 
Adjustment (reduction) equal to the district’s 2021-2022 STAR reimbursement. Although the Governor’s budget utilizes 
federal funding to supplant the reduction for the 2021-2022 fiscal year, the STAR cut is intended to be recurring, raising 
the question - “What happens when there is no more federal aid”? 
 

Additionally, the Governor’s executive budget proposal eliminates the enhanced STAR exemption for new recipients. 
Under current law, property owners who reach the eligible age to receive an Enhanced exemption would 
automatically age up or be enrolled in the enhanced exemption and receive the larger reduction on their property 
tax bill. If the Governor’s proposal is enacted, homeowners who qualify for the enhanced exemption for the first time 
who choose to remain in the STAR Exemption program will receive the lower “Basic” exemption amount. In order to 
receive the greater reduction, they will need to enroll in the Enhanced STAR credit program. 

 

STAR Resource Center:  https://www.tax.ny.gov/star/default.htm 
Register for the STAR Credit:  https://www.tax.ny.gov/pit/property/star/default.htm 

Link to PDF of above graphics available at:  http://bit.ly/UnderstandingSTAR 

https://www.tax.ny.gov/star/default.htm
https://www.tax.ny.gov/pit/property/star/default.htm
http://bit.ly/UnderstandingSTAR


 
CCS District Website: www.cooperstowncs.org 

CCS Jr./Sr. High School 39 Linden Ave, Cooperstown NY 13326  (607)547-8181 
CCS Elementary School 21 Walnut St. Cooperstown NY 13326  (607)547-9976 

CCS District Office 39 Linden Ave, Cooperstown NY 13326 (607)547-5364 
 
 

 

PLEASE BE AWARE THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS NEWSLETTER 
 is not guaranteed to be absent of any errors or immune to the effects  

of the ever-changing environment of 21st century education in the time of a pandemic.  
If you have any questions or would like to provide input, please contact mschuermann@cooperstowncs.org. 

http://www.cooperstowncs.org/
mailto:mschuermann@cooperstowncs.org

