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Dear Fellow Comets,

Hello.  A reminder that Friday, March 5th will be a remote learning day with students using their online
learning platform to receive their instruction.  Your child will not come to school on March 5th, instead
they will access their learning remotely using Seesaw (4k-2nd grade) or Schoology (3rd-12th grade).
Thank you for your support in allowing our staff to receive the COVID-19 vaccine.

DDSD is proud to announce the accomplishments of
several young adults.  Starting with our wrestling team.
For the first time in over 20 years, we sent three young
men to state - Mason Hennessey (won 2nd place),
Owen Chelminiak (finished in the top 8 statewide), and
Cole Hanson (won 5th place).  We are also extremely
proud of the entire team and coaches as it was DDSD’s first conference championship in the past
several years.  We appreciate their hard work and dedication to the sport!

On the side of academics, 11th grader Liam Jeninga won first place in the
advanced piano category in the Nie Young Artist Scholarship Competition.
Congratulations Liam!

DDSD is extremely proud to share that Michael Cobb and Breanna Yartey have
been named National Merit Scholarship Finalists.
This recognition and honor is only awarded to the
top academically talented students in the United

States.  To make it this prestigious level shows the grit these
young adults have for learning as there are only 16,000 students
across the country.  Stay tuned for more.

A reminder, if you have a four or five-year old new kindergartener
to the District, you can register now for next school year.  In addition, you should call Turtle Creek to
schedule a tour.

Take care and let me know if you have any questions.

Comet Proud, District Calendar Events:
Jill Sorbie, EdD 3/5 - Remote Learning Day
District Administrator / Director of Instruction 3/9 - End of Trimester (Elem/MS)

3/26 - End of Quarter 3 (HS)
3/29 - 4/2 - Spring Break - No School
4/5 - Teacher In-service - No School

https://delavandarienwi.sites.thrillshare.com/page/enrollment-and-registrationopen-dropdown-copy


Delavan-Darien High School
February saw a lot of action at DDHS.  Students in Mrs. Irwin’s Biology 2 course ran DNA crime
scene labs, separating DNA fragments and analyzing the
results.  The high school math team came together to offer
after school math support and free ACT review sessions. We
also currently have student peer tutors, growing the
mathematical knowledge of both the tutor and student
requiring assistance.  That team also supported a student to
earn his Snap-On Precision Measurement Instruments (PMI)

certification.
We are also
proud to share that our Student Council hosted a
fundraiser for the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society in
which the community helped us raise more than $3500
to go towards support & research of child cancer.

As we prepare for March, we have a lot to share, including the fact that we will
be offering our community a theatrical production of The Musical of Musicals
the Musical! Dates of the production are March 12 (7 PM), March 13 (7 PM)
and March 14 (2 PM).  Tickets can only be purchased in advance by calling
233-6625.  The event will be socially distanced, therefore a limited number of

tickets will be available.

DDHS is also proud to announce that we will be offering
a traditional PROM dance.  This year’s theme is The Great Gatsby: Back to the
Roarin’ 20’s.  Prom will be hosted at the Geneva National Resort on Thursday
evening, March 25, and will include dinner and dancing. Since PROM 2020 was
cancelled due to the pandemic, this year will see both a Junior Prom Court & a
Senior Prom Court.

Finally, important to note are the following dates in
March & April that will be remote learning days for some (or all) students
at DDHS:

● Friday, March 5 - Remote Learning Day for all students (teachers receiving covid vaccination)
● Tuesday, March 9 - JUNIORS will be present for the ACT, from 7:30 until about 1 PM.

○ Remote learning for all freshman, sophomores & seniors (grades 9, 10 & 12).
● Thursday, March 25 (PROM) - Remote Learning Day for all students.
● Friday, March 26 - Remote Learning Day for all students. Day 1 of quarantine after PROM.
● March 29-April 5 - Spring Break / Easter Monday - Students have these days off.
● Wednesday, April 14 - FRESHMEN will be present for the ACT Aspire (7:30 until about 1 PM).

○ Remote Learning for all sophomores, juniors & seniors (grades 10-12).
● Wednesday, April 21 -  SOPHOMORES will be present for the ACT Aspire (7:30 until about 1 PM).

○ Remote Learning for all freshmen, juniors & seniors (grades 9, 11 & 12).



Phoenix Middle School

Swimming with the Sharks! - 5th Grade

If you have ever seen the show “Shark Tank”, then you will understand all of the work our fifth grade
ELA classes had to do in their unit about evolving technology. After learning about past inventions
and how they have been improved on throughout the years, students had to decide what product they
would like to improve upon. They made improvements and developed a sales pitch. Watch as our
young entrepreneurs sell their ideas to the “sharks”. Maybe someday we will have some new
products thanks to these innovative fifth grade students! (Click the links below the photos to see
the presentations!)

Air Cartridge Freshener Mixing Stopper MAX RING
Erik D. Ava L. Max W.

Circle Up (but not too close!) - 6th Grade

How on earth do you get into small groups when social distancing is required?
Sixth grade students have solved that problem! In ELA students take part in
literature circles in which students gather to discuss a piece of literature in

depth. Literature circles provide a way for students to engage
in critical thinking and reflection as they read, discuss, and
respond to books.This year literature circles look different, as
the students completed their roles and discussion virtually! Discussions took place
through the Learning Management System (LMS) Schoology, and the weekly jobs
were also completed through Schoology. The use of
digital literature circles also allowed this generation of
digital natives to engage in 21st century skills of critical
thinking, creativity, collaboration, and communication.
Students engaged in authentic discussions using

technology to enhance the experience.

https://flipgrid.com/s/9xfEn2hxfqa3Xz-y
https://flipgrid.com/s/Cr1BC4n8hES4efxQ
https://flipgrid.com/s/F9gBAvZdSF7hemmR


Spread the Word! - 7th Grade

You should totally read my book! 7th-grade students were hired by Phoenix
Publicity Agency to help promote up and coming books of their choice.
They were assigned to create a publicity project that helped spread the
popularity of the book of their choice.  Students were allowed to select one
of many different
options to present the
book of their choice.
Now onto the fun part!
Students created book
talks, redesigned book
covers, made websites

(as shown below) or even starred in infomercials!
This independent project helped hold students
accountable for reading books at their level and
interest.

Website created by: Brooklyn S.

Notice and Note! - 8th Grade

In the second semester of our school year, the ELA departments in the
middle school have been piloting the Into Literature
curriculum from Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. This
curriculum has been a smooth transition for our
students in 8th grade and has worked well integrating
with our students' Chromebooks. Our first unit in 8th
grade has us diving into the topic of whether or not
technology improves or controls our lives. Students are
reading several pieces of literature, both fiction and
non-fiction, to help them formulate an opinion on the topic. This program has
also introduced a new reading comprehension strategy called Notice and Note.

Notice and Note provide strategies for both informational and fiction text that help readers pause and
think about their comprehension. We will use these Notice and Note strategies to teach students how
to become better readers. Also, mid-way through our unit students worked on comparing and
contrasting technology from 1994 to the present day. They looked at the differences between
cellphones, computers, and video games. Students were amazed that early cell phones couldn't send
text messages and that when cell phones could, each message costs .10 cents if you went over on
your data plan!



Darien Elementary
February always goes by so quickly, but with the extreme cold weather we experienced, it made
staying inside more of a struggle than usual.  We continue to focus on all academic subjects and still
find ways to have some fun.

In math, our fourth grade students have been working to solve word
problems with unknown operations and conversions between units of
measurement (for example from kilograms to grams). Third graders
were working on fractions, telling time and reading a variety of graphs.

Our English and Spanish Language Arts staff have been getting to know the new pilot
resource Into Reading. Third graders are learning reading strategies, such as ask and
answer questions and monitor and clarify when reading. We have been learning about
homophones and homographs and subject/verb agreement. Of course we are also
learning more about being writers and we are currently writing persuasive letters.
Fourth grade students have been reading about The Mariana Trench while using the
text and graphics, and responding to the readings. They also worked on publishing
narrative stories and celebrated their work by reading other’s work at a camping
themed publishing party.

Our scientists have been learning so much as well! Students in 4th grade dual
language are learning about weathering and erosion in science. They did an
experiment to discover what happens to rocks when they tumble down a mountain,
by shaking sugar cubes 200 times and recording the results.

In Social Studies, fourth graders have been learning about how the Southeast
reinvented itself after the Civil War. They have also been working on a project for
Black History Month. Third graders have been learning how people interact with and change their
environment. Topics such as pollution, natural disasters, and renewable/nonrenewable energy have
been the recent focus.

The Bridges students are taking advantage of all the snow we have and are working
on fine motor skills by making snowballs, counting how many snowballs they made,
and then estimating how many snowballs will fill various containers. In addition, they
recorded what happens to a snowball that is placed in a cup and left for 1 hour. After
checking to see what was happening, the students watched the snow turn from solid
to liquid.  This was a great hands-on science & math lesson for the students.

We need your help in preparing your child for the upcoming state Forward
Exams. Please help your child by having them read each night for at least
20 minutes, spend 20 minutes nightly completing lessons in Dreambox,
and work alongside you when you are cooking, following recipes, doing



hands-on activities, and reading tables, charts, and graphs.
They deserve your support!

Along with all of the hard work on academics, our staff and
students found some fun ways to celebrate too. Students and
staff participated in Winter Week dress up days in early
February. On the 100th day of school, staff and students
dressed up as what they think they will look like at 100 years
old. Students experienced Friendship parties COVID style this
year, with everything brought to school early so it had time to be quarantined
prior to distribution. We also recognized the Dousman Transport bus drivers by

making signs and sharing sweet treats with them in recognition of school bus driver appreciation
week. We are grateful to them for getting us to and from school safely!

Turtle Creek Elementary
I can’t believe February is already done! This year is flying by way too fast!  Our TC students are
working hard and having fun learning through different hands-on activities.

The 1st grade students focused on learning their sight words by playing a
few rounds of Sight Word Tic-Tac-Toe.  Students are sent home with
differentiated sight word lists to practice at home based on their level.  The
teachers are sending home targeted skill practice for parents to work on
different activities at home with their child.  It is great to see the home and
school connection happening.

Our afternoon Early Childhood program takes advantage of daily Physical
Education with Mr. Hibbs, who has his Adaptive Physical Education license.  Our
Physical Therapist, Occupational Therapist, along with the EC teacher and aide
also help to support building core strength and endurance as the students work
through different obstacle courses designed to meet their specific needs.

Students also had fun celebrating the 100th day of school.  The teachers always
find fun and creative ways to integrate in math, science, writing, reading and art

into their activities for the day.  Students had
fun counting out 100 objects to create their own
100 day capes and also counted out 100 fruit
loops during math. It is definitely a fun day at
TC for our students!


