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We are entering the final stretch of the school year with the beginning of the 4th Quarter on Monday, March 
15th.  When I wrote the newsletter article at this time last year, I no idea that two weeks later school would 
be dismissed for the remainder of the school year.  The seniors last school year missed out on the spring 
activities including graduation, prom, track, and golf.  At this time, it appears that we will be able to hold all 
of those activities in-person, following whatever guidelines that are in place at the time.  The COVID-19 pan-
demic has only had a minor impact on the educational part of  school this year with some added procedures 
for everyone to follow.  COVID-19 issues did cause the cancelation of two volleyball games and the post-
ponement of the RPAC Vocal Music Clinic/Concert and Leadership Workshop.    The RPAC Executive Com-
mittee will meet to discuss the possibility of holding the two events and the upcoming Instrumental Music 
Clinic/Concert this school year or cancel them due to safety issues. I would also like to thank the Harlan 
County Health System for helping us get the majority of our staff vaccinated.  Most of the staff had very little 
reaction if any to their first shot and we are hoping the case with the second round of vaccination.  We are 
making a few adjustments to our COVID procedures as time goes.  We will continue to recommend the wear-
ing of masks in the building and limit access to the school during school hours for the foreseeable future. 

Winter Sports:
The winter sports have all ended and had various success.  The wrestling team finished their season at State 
with three wrestlers qualifying for the state meet.  The best finish was turned in by Junior Ayden Molzahn,  
who finished 3rd with a record of 37-4.  Alek Molzahn (9th grade, 28-19) and Andrew Graff (11th grade, 
31-20) competed hard all season and qualified for the state meet for the first time.  The wrestling team was 
competitive throughout the season and will have the majority of the team returning next school year.  The 
team was coached by Mr. Ben Ellis and Mr. Dakota Hernandez.

The boys basketball team was young and inexperienced and finished the season with 3-18 record.  The 
boys competed hard all year and improved as the season went on.   The team will have the majority of the 
team coming back next year but will lose Tanner Heckenlively and AJ Russell to graduation.  The boys were 
coached by Mr. Mike Bantam, Mr. Matthew Hageman, and Mr. Cody Simons.  

The girls basketball team was also young and inexperienced and had a good season, finishing with a 15-6 
record.  They lost 4 games by 6 points or less and lost their subdistrict game in overtime that ended their 
season.  The team started two freshmen, two sophomores and a junior, the youngest starting five in recent 
memory.  The girls were coached by Ms. Amanda Siebels, Mr. Brendan Johnsen, and Ms. Tori Dreifurst.

continued to the next page.....
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Superintendent Davis -continued from page 1

Overall, I thought all of our teams and coaches represented Alma and the community in a positive way, by 
their sportsmanship and respect for their opponents and each other.  I know that for some people, wins 
are the only measure of a successful season. Wins are always better than loses, but they are not the most 
important part of high school athletics.   Sportsmanship, respect, and learning how to win and lose with 
class is of greater importance.  We have high behavior expectations for both players and coaches.  This 
includes coaches and players being respectful to each other and opponents, holding individuals account-
able, expecting hard work and overall sportsmanship.  Coaching and playing in athletics can be emotion-
al, at times the emotions can get away from anyone, things are said or other inappropriate things happen.  
As administrators, we deal with those situations when they happen and we do expect change.  Parents 
also play a big part in the success of our students.  They do this by providing support to their children by 
encouraging them to participate in both individual and team camps, attending weight training during 
the offseason , financially and supporting the coaches.  This doesn’t mean you have to agree with every-
thing the coaches are doing, as that’s human nature for parents and fans to question the coach.  What I 
hope is that it’s not in front of your student athlete as that can cause issues during the season and pull the 
team apart.  I don’t know if that is happening  in Alma and I hope it’s not, but I have seen it in past both as 
coach and school administrator. The only coach that the athletes should be listening to during the season 
are the coaches hired by the school.  They are the ones making the decisions, whether anyone agrees 
with them or not.  Our coaches attend camps, put on camps, spends hour in practice and watching films.  
They are playing who they feel are the best players, running the offense or defense that they think will 
be the most successful.  I listen to the coaches and what they say during the game, I talk to them during 
the season and offseason.  From listening and talking to our coaches I know what they teach and tell the 
athletes is not what we always see on the field, court, or mat.  Why?  Because we are dealing with young 
athletes and they will make mistakes.  The same thing happens in college athletics and the pros.  The 
point is, that we have good coaches, coaches that work hard to improve their knowledge of the game, 
they care about the athletes and treat them with respect. 

 If you have any specific questions that you would like answered in regards to school related issues please 
contact me by calling the school at 308-928-2131 or send your question by email to jon.davis@almacardi-
nals.org.

KINDERGARTEN ROUNDUP SET FOR MARCH 24, 2021

Alma Public Schools will be hosting Kindergarten Roundup on Wednesday, March 24th.  All children who 
will be five years of age by July 31st, 2021 are eligible for kindergarten by Nebraska state law and are en-
couraged to attend Roundup.
 There will be two sessions for children on Wednesday, March 24th. The morning session will run 
from 9:00-11:00 and the afternoon session from 1:00-3:00. Please call the school secretary at 928-2131 to 
register your child for one of these sessions.  
On Wednesday evening there will be an informational session for parents in the Commons area.  The meet-
ing will begin at 7:00 pm and run approximately one hour.  No childcare will be provided at the school 
during this time.
You will need to bring your child’s immunization record, including the dates of all immunizations, as well as 
a certified birth certificate with your child to his/her Roundup session or to the parent meeting.  This will be 
returned after being copied that day.  All immunizations must be up-to-date for entrance into Kindergarten 
in the fall.  
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MRS. RUSSELL’S 4TH GRADE AND 4-6 SOCIAL STUDIES

We are just about ¾ of the way through the school year, and I am 
beyond thrilled that we have been able to have face-to-face learning 
this entire school year!!   Thank you to everyone that has made this 
possible!!

The 4th graders continue to learn about Nebraska History, and we 
are currently finishing up some small group projects over the Native 
American tribes of Nebraska.  We will be moving “west” over the 
remainder of the school year and learn more about the Oregon Trail.  
They have also been enjoying learning some US History during our 
read-aloud of Rush Revere and his travels through time with his 
horse Liberty.  

The 5th graders are learning about the first colonies of Roanoke, 
Jamestown, and the Pilgrims.  They learned some new songs to help 
remember their details, and we will be moving on to the Thirteen 
Colonies in our next unit.  They also heard the Rush Revere stories 
in 4th grade and those have provided a great base to their learning 
this year!  

The 6th graders have “traveled” to Ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia, and 
are currently in Ancient India.  We will be finishing up this unit in 
the next couple weeks and then moving to Ancient China…we have 
been doing a lot of discussions, activities, reading, and writing and 
they seem to really be enjoying what they are learning about.  Again, 
songs are an important part of our learning, and the kids enjoy sing-
ing along to them.  

The 4th graders have also had a lot of fun with their first grade 
buddies in Mrs. Olson’s room…we have built towers with food & 
toothpicks, played games, and listened to each other read!  

Have a great rest of the school year!!

Mrs. Russell
   

MRS. RUSSELL’S 4TH GRADE 
AND 4-6 SOCIAL STUDIES

Mr Schoneman 
Jr. High Boys Basketball

        It has been a wild ride for the Junior High 
boys’ basketball team this year. We started the 
season off on a high note with the A team win-
ning our first game of the season against Wil-
cox-Hildreth. Unfortunately, we had some grow-
ing pains for the next couple of games against 
Southern Valley, Loomis, SEM, and Arapahoe, 
but have since turned the corner and continued 
to get better every day, even coming away with 
a Franklin Tournament Championship. The last 
week of the season was a grueling stretch of four 
games in four days, but I am extremely proud of 
the growth of our team. We ended the season 
with a 500 record at 5 and 5.  I look forward to 
seeing these athletes succeed in basketball at the 
high school level.
 Our B Team has had a great season only 
dropping one game against a tough Bertrand 
team late in the season. This group has come 
a long way since day one and the growth has 
showed in all of our wins this season. This group 
came away with a 7-1 record and has a lot of pos-
itive things ahead of them! I am extremely proud 
of all of our boys this year and feel privileged to 
be their coach.

IMPORTANT HIGH SCHOOL BOYS GOLF 
DATES:

March 3rd = Team Meeting
March 26th = 1st Meet (Triangular in Bertrand with 

SV)
April 20st = Alma Varsity Invite

April 27th = Alma JV Invite
April 29th = RPAC Invite (Dundy County/Stratten 

May 17th = District Golf (TBA)
-Coach Brummer

Esports With Mr. Howsden

With the new semester, a new season of 
Esports has begun. For the winter season we have 
a completely different selection of games for our 
students to play. The winter season of Esports 
includes Super Smash Bros.: Ultimate, League of 
Legends, and Hearthstone. Unfortunately, this 
year we only had enough students to have a team 
for Super Smash Bros., but hopefully next year we 
are able to field teams in more games if students 
are interested. We are already halfway through 
the current season and have had strong games 
against teams from across the state such as Thay-
er Central, SEM, and Leyton. We have both lost 
and won games, but I feel that we are improving 
greatly with each additional week. I do think that 
it is a real possibility that some of our students 
may have a chance to make it to state this year.
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  March 27th   9:30-11:30 AM
K-8 Theatre Camp

The APS One Act team is excited to once again offer the K-8 theatre camp to area students. The camp will be 
Saturday, March 27 from 9:30-11:30 AM and will cost $20 per student.
Ever wondered what it’s like to be on stage or behind the scenes? Then this camp is for you! Join the APS Dra-
ma Department to learn what it takes to make it on stage. Come explore what theatre is all about! Students will 
rotate through 4 different sessions learning the ins and outs of theatre. Rotations will be a combination of the 
following activities: 

·	 Stage Combat

·	 Vocal Exploration

·	 Improv Games

·	 Basic Audition Tips

·	 How to Read a Script

·	 And much, much more! 

APS ONE ACT - Mrs. Fritz

Spanish Notes with Mr. Bell

In a given year, I get to teach four sessions of Junior High Spanish, each lasting nine weeks. We learn 
the names of the Spanish-speaking countries of the world and identify the place of each on a map. As we were 
reviewing Central America, we came across Honduras. This prompted the question of whether the students 
were aware of the large, human caravan of people who were walking from Honduras to the United States, 
seeking refuge. Because the students were unfamiliar with this current event, we watched a video the next day 
which showed the thousands-strong throng arriving (at that time) at the Guatemalan border. We traced the route 
they would be taking and discussed how the presidential election result in the US had prompted this migration. 
I trust the young people were able to see all the connections between language, culture, economics, geography 
and world events.

For this nine-weeks grading period, my High School students have a project that is designed to prompt 
them to start using whatever Spanish they know in real-life situations. Their project?—simply to order a drink, 
meal, and desert at a Spanish-speaking restaurant, but to do so in Spanish. The assignment is meant to be an 
outing with family or friends who can be there to show interest in and support for the student. Thank you for 
supporting your student by witnessing his or her use of Spanish in a public setting. It should be a fun—not to 
mention tasty—experience!

I’ve gotten encouraging feedback from several families. Apparently, there are students who are practic-
ing their Spanish with their siblings outside of class. And, there are students who are practicing their Spanish 
with parents outside of class. It sounded like a couple of parents might even be teaching themselves Spanish or 
brushing up on their old Spanish in order to make this happen. Wow! This is very exciting news, indeed! Using 
a language is the greatest means by which language skills are truly mastered and retained. Thank you, Alma 
Community, for your support!
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   Elementary Counseling - Mrs. Biskup
   
 Elementary Skills for Growing classes brings a lot of fun to my week. Most classes are working 
on Decision Making and Making Healthy Choices. Some fun activities and good discussion always come 
about during these units. The sixth graders are focusing on building relationships outside of their normal 
friend group, in preparation for Junior High- where they will be split for the first time. Lots of team building 
activities have brought them together over the past few weeks. Working with the elementary students is 
always fun and brings a smile to my day!
 As always, if parents ever have any concerns or questions, I can be reached easiest by email: Brit-
tney.biskup@almacardinals.org. The days are quite busy and the year always goes fast! Looking forward to 
a successful spring semester! 

Transition in Special Education - Mr. Felix

I’m often asked, what are all these transition activities you take students to all about?
Transition services and activities emphasize learning opportunities that center on post-secondary success and the development of 
independence for students. These services are implemented following federal and state guidelines during the school year a student 
turns 16. 
What does that mean? My students and I get to work with the ESU11 Transition Coordinator Jamie Love. 
She has a variety of activities for both myself and the students that include: 
 Staff Development for Transition
 Student Vocational Evaluations
 Student Workshops
 Transition Quiz Bowls
 Business & Industry Tours
 College visits and tours
 Work Experience and Job Shadow Placement
 Job Coach Training and Support
 Central NE Youth First Conference (held annually at UNK Student Union for youth with developmental disabilities be-
tween 14 and 21 years of age)

Some of the web-based sites we use to search careers are https://www.onetonline.org and https://www.careeronestop.org. Along 
with vocational evaluations and the above-mentioned activities, students plan for their post-secondary goals. Some students plan on 
going to college, trade schools, or entering the workforce. Whatever the student’s goals are it’s my job to help them develop a plan 
to reach those goals.

Mr. Johnsen’s Math Class
 The 3rd quarter is quickly approaching, which means we are getting closer to the end of 
school year, which is the usually the busiest time of the year. In Applied Math, the students are 
doing a lot of ACT test prep to help improve their ACT test scores when they take the test in 
April. In Geometry, we are currently spending time working with circles. The Algebra 1 class 
just finished up a section involving graphing and writing linear equations. Next on the agenda 
for them is to spend some time working with inequalities. The Pre-Algebra 8th graders also 
have a state test coming up. We are currently spending time reviewing all the material that they 
might see on the NSCAS test. The hope is that by doing this, it gives them a better chance to 
be successful on the test. I will end with a math related joke. “Why was the math book so sad? 
Because it had so many problems!”


