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Parents, Guardians, and 8th Grade Students,

Recognizing that transitioning to high school is a monumental step in the eyes of a young person, it is imperative
that we provide parents and guardians with the information needed to effectively guide and support their child as
they embark upon their high school experience.  In the continued effort to pave the way for the successful
transition of 8th grade students to Madison High School, we are writing to provide you resources and a timeline
with a number of important deadlines that will assist you in the upcoming scheduling process.

Friday, February 26th
The 21-22 Course Offerings Guide for incoming ninth grade students is now available to families. This guide is
designed to assist current 8th grade students and parents with the course selection process for the 21-22 school
year.  We encourage families to review the booklet prior to meeting with your school counselor.  It provides brief
descriptions of a wide variety of courses in an effort to meet the needs of all students.  Selection of classes is
based on recommendations of teachers, grades, advice of parents and counselors, and any particular interests and
plans for the future.

*It is important to note that beginning with the Class of 2025, Madison High School will be condensing the
number of levels offered in the subject areas of English, History, and Science.  Incoming ninth grade students will
be recommended for one of two levels: honors or college prep.  Condensing standard and enriched levels will not
only create a more inclusive environment, but will provide more flexibility for students within our master
schedule.  Our math classes have operated under two levels for the past several years and students have been
opened to more success and opportunity as a result. We look forward to seeing the benefits in our other subject
areas as well.  Special education offerings will not be affected by this change.

**We are also excited to offer a new business elective to ninth grade students next school year. Leadership &
Ethics is a principles-based ethics course introducing students to key leadership and ethical knowledge and skills,
including integrity, trust, accountability, transparency, fairness, respect, rule of law and viability.  Read more about
the course within the course offerings guide.

Thursday, March 25th - Madison Junior School / Friday, March 26th - Harding Township School
Madison High School Guidance Counselors will meet and introduce themselves to current 8th grade students via
Zoom.  Counselors will discuss the scheduling process, show students where to find their current teacher
recommendations, and give a presentation on the different elective course offerings available at the high school.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13pJKQilujwdVISUn3gzAGFWTGi92Tvb1/view?usp=sharing


Friday, April 2nd
Current 8th Graders must submit a Google form (that will be shared at a later date) declaring their preferred
electives prior to their scheduling meeting with guidance counselors

Monday, April 6th through Thursday, April 9th
Madison High School Guidance Counselors will meet with Madison Junior School eighth grade students and their
families via Zoom to review their course recommendations and electives for the 21-22 school year.

Tuesday, April 13th
Madison High School Guidance Counselors will meet with Harding Township School eighth grade students and
their families via Zoom to review their course recommendations and electives for the 21-22 school year.

Wednesday, April 28th
Students that would like to appeal a teacher recommendation should schedule a meeting with the recommending
teacher to discuss the recommendation prior to making a formal appeal.  If a student still wishes to appeal and
override into a course after this conversation, they must complete the Appeals Form prior to April 28th to be
considered. No changes to requests will be made after this date.

Tuesday, June 1st
Madison High School is pleased to support a number of learning opportunities in addition to any in-person
courses currently being offered.  Students can take advantage of these opportunities for the purpose of credit
recovery, enrichment, or advancement.  All courses must be pre approved by the subject area Assistant Principal
and a student’s assigned school counselor.  Those interested may complete the Outside Course Request Form
prior to June 1st to be considered. No outside courses will be approved after this date.

For additional information, feel free to revisit the Madison Dodger TV YouTube Channel for pre-recorded
informational videos that were created for 8th Grade Parent Night.  These videos provide a look into what
Madison High School has to offer, an opportunity to meet administration, listen to students speak to their
experiences, and see our facilities.

We look forward to continuing working closely with you to ensure that your child’s transition to high school is as
smooth and educationally rewarding as possible!  Madison High School is truly a great place and we look forward
to sharing all it has to offer with you.

Sincerely,

David Drechsel
Principal
Madison High School

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScoPfunBM3TmGXfZ4Fh7mdqV9Dt3qdYmxSOa76PtBzroQ_tJw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeEQVj_NJ01OS1wUzZrPhHMJVBgjBGr08FZaSSrNkEbnPNRHA/viewform
https://youtu.be/x8bbvSWXHoM
https://youtu.be/x8bbvSWXHoM

