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OWENS’ OUTREACH 
FROM THE DESK OF KRISTINA OWENS 

Communication is the Key to Success 
 
I value the input of every stakeholder in our district, which ranges from parents, students, teachers, 
and community members. I also welcome general input from all and encourage you to reach out to 
me with ideas, as well as concerns.  
 

The only way to grow as a district is to work together; if you are not sharing your thoughts and ideas 
with me, then either I am not hearing it at all or I am hearing the information, which is possibly 
skewed, from a third party. I can be reached at kowens@burroakcs.org or 269-489-2213. You can 
also contact me through Facebook messenger from our school’s site.  

 

I look forward to hearing from stakeholders. Let’s do all we can to make Burr Oak Community 
Schools a strong academic institution. 

Mario Hernandez has read 1000 books  

in one year in Epic! 

WAY TO GO MARIO!! 
 

mailto:kowens@burroakcs.org


February was a very short and 
very cold month.  We were 
very glad to Welcome Ender to 
our classroom.  We were sad 
that we did not get to play out-
side very much.  For Valen-
tine’s Day we got to decorate 
our own bag, then Mrs. Lem-
ley put some goodies in 
them.  We learned about num-
bers, counting, shapes, groups, 
and patterns. 
March is Reading Month.  We 
will be working on letters and 
recognizing familiar print, like; 
McDonalds, Cheerios, Stop 
sign, Police, etc.  We will be 
reading many books.  We will 
continue to work on manners, 
self-regulation, and following 
school rules.  We will be talk-
ing about Spring.  
Happy St. Patrick’s 
Day!!  Welcome Spring!! 

 
In kindergarten we have been 
very busy. We began a new 
S.T.E.M curriculum. This cur-
riculum focuses on listening 
and following directions. We 
will work together to build a 
machine prototype that will 
help us be healthy. Students 
were put into different teams 
and groups. In January we 
completed our DIBELS test-
ing. All students made huge 
growths since the beginning of 
the year. I am so proud of them 
and their hard work. We con-
tinue to practice on our letter 
naming and sounds fluency. 
We also are working on blend-
ing and segmenting sounds and 
words. In math we are working 
on our addition and subtraction 
fluency as well as 2-d and 3-d 
shapes. Some of our favorite 
things are Mystery Doug and 
gonoodle breaks. 
 
 

Happy March!  March is Read-
ing Month!  I have been asking 
my first graders why we want 
to read?  The answer is, “it is 
fun!”  I hope they keep that 
attitude their whole lives.  I see 
growth and confidence devel-
oping in all of my first and 
second grade students.  They 
have great attitudes and work 
ethic as well.  I want to en-
courage all of my first and 
second graders to continue 
reading as they have several 
opportunities to be rewarded 
for their efforts.  They can earn 
rewards through the Accelerat-
ed Reader program, the Pizza 
Hut reading program, and our 
Reading BINGO projects.      
In first grade writing we are 
completing some book pub-
lishing along with writing val-
entines.  We will be working 
on some poetry next.  That is 
some of my favorite writing to 
do with the students.  In sec-
ond grade writing we are writ-
ing weekly about the New 
York Times, “what is going on 
in this picture?” to encourage 
higher level thinking.  We also 
started journaling.  We are 
about to begin some cursive, at 
the students’ request.  And, we 
are beginning writing let-
ters.  The letters will be mailed 
from the school to loved 
ones.  They should create some 
smiles on those who find them 
in their mailboxes.  :O) 
St. Patrick’s Day will soon be 
here!  Along with some of our 
other social studies, we will 
look at the origin of the day, 
think about some writing 
prompts; what would you do if 
you were a leprechaun?  What 
would it be like to have “luck 
of the Irish”?  How would you 
catch a leprechaun?  We may 
also do a little science with 
Mr. Hunt and some root 
beer.  And, to close, an Irish 
Blessing: May the road rise up 
to meet you. May the wind be 

always at your back. May the 
sun shine warm upon your 
face, The rains fall soft upon 
your fields, And, until we meet 
again, May God hold you in 
the palm of His hand. 

First grade has been learning 
about 2 digit addition and sub-
traction in math. They are 
amazed with themselves be-
cause only a few weeks ago 
they were doing problems like 
5+6=11. Now they are doing 
problems like 57-34=23! In 
science they have been learn-
ing about animals and their 
babies. We have talked about 
how animals are born with 
some inherited traits, things 
they just know how to do. The 
flip side of that is learned be-
haviors, things they have had 
to learn to do over time.  
Second grade has been learn-
ing how to tell time. They 
started with learning time to 
the hour and half hour. Then 
they broke it down into 5 mi-
nute intervals. For a little extra 
challenge, I then asked them to 
try to tell time to the exact 
minute! In science they have 
been continuing to learn about 
matter and how some objects 
can change states of matter if 
heat is applied or taken away. 
This month students have be-
gun working on Robotics. So 
far they’ve been able to build a 
few gadgets out of legos, and 
soon they will be able to build 
a motorized lego vehicle that 
can be controlled using a com-
puter. Students work in teams 
to try to follow the directions 
to build the devices and to 
answer critical thinking ques-
tions. 

In reading, we have just fin-
ished our Literature Circle 
books and we will choose new 
ones next week.Students have 

also been given the option to 
read AR books and take tests 
on the books they’ve read in 
order to win prizes. So far, 
most of the class participates 
and is actively taking tests. 
This month is math, a select 
group of students has earned 
the opportunity to participate 
in a math tournament that will 
be held online in our class-
room. These students have 
been working hard to try to use 
critical thinking skills to an-
swer complicated math prob-
lems. At the same time, these 
students are also learning 
about time, mass, and weight 
with the rest of the third grade 
class. It’s a lot of work, but 
these third graders are willing 
to give it a shot. 

Fourth Grade is finishing up 
unit 4 in Reading Street 
In this unit we have spent a lot 
of time focusing on pronouns 
and what they are. We spent 
many weeks focusing and un-
derstanding them. They did an 
awesome job catching on!  The 
theme of our next unit on 
Reading Street is, “What 
Makes an Adventure.” 
  
Fourth Grade is working on 
memorizing multiplication 
facts 
In math the class has been 
working on multiplying num-
bers of any digit together (1-
10)... As the year progresses, 
knowing your multiplication 
facts is essential when we 
move to more complicated 
material.  

Classroom News 

Mrs. Lemley 
GSRP 

Mrs. Gonzalez 
Kindergarten 

Mrs. Zebolsky 
First Grade 

Mr. Hunt 
Second Grade 

Mr. Johnson  
Fourth Grade 

Miss Inman  
Third Grade 



Classroom News 

Parents I can’t stress enough 
to check your students work if 
they are home learners! Some 
are marking assignments as 
turned in and done when they 
aren’t. Check grades often! 
Let’s keep working together 
to make your student success-
ful during this pandemic! 
Also Freshman Orientation 
for the 8th grade students will 
be in March! As I get more 
details I will share them! 
 

 

5th Grade: The 5th grade class 
is studying the English colo-
nies in North America. Soon, 
students will be learning about 
the fight for independence and 
the colonies&#39; separation 
from 
England. 
6th Grade: The 6th grade class 
is working on the 5 themes of 
geography and how they re-
late to different places in Eu-
rope. 
7th Grade: Students in 7th 
grade are working on ancient 
history. They will be studying 
early civilizations and agricul-
tural revolution. 
8th Grade: Students in 8th 
grade are studying regional 
differences between the North 
and the South, and the differ-
ent compromises and social 
movements that preceded the 
Civil War. 
 
 
 

6th through 8th grade will be 
spending the next unit looking 
at characters and how they 
evolve in stories.  We will 
read a lot of short stories and 
analyze how those characters 
tell the story and how they 
overcome any struggles in the 
stories.  We will also look at 
how the characters change 
because of events in the sto-
ries.  We will also work on 
doing writing prompts and 
reading a novel in each grade 
level.  In 5th grade, we will 
continue working on how to 
do research and use what we 
find in our writing.  We will 
also continue to work on read-
ing comprehension and accu-
racy through the Reading 
Eggs and Learning Path pro-
grams. 

5th Grade students have spent 
time learning about prime and 
composite numbers as a way 
to help them have a better 
understanding of simplifying 
fractions.  Not having a mas-
tery of the multiplication facts 
continues to make the learning 
of these concepts difficult. We 
need to be moving on to add-
ing fractions with unlike de-
nominators.  Hopefully, this 
concept will not cause them 
too much difficulty.  
6th Grade students have been 
working percentages.  They 
have been working with tax, 
tip, markups, and 
disounts.  They seem to be 
finally catching on to the pro-
cess and have a better under-
standing of how the world of 
percentages work.  Next, we 
will be entering the world of 
equations and expressions. 
This will include the order of 
operations and I think they 
will enjoy this unit.   

 
7th Grade students have also 
worked with percent-
ages.  Their unit ended with 
finding the percentage of in-
crease and decrease.  Next we 
are beginning to work with 
2D and 3D geometry. The 
students don’t have much ex-
perience with these concepts 
before this year so this will all 
be pretty new to them. 
 
8th Grade students continue to 
be a great group to work 
with.  We are now working 
with transformations.  Rota-
tions continue to be the chal-
lenge but I know as a group, 
they will master this concept 
as well.  Next, we will be 
working with finding the vol-
ume of polyhedrons.  
 
 
****All students have been 
provided with a whiteboard 
for their personal use.  If 
there is any chance you could 
pick up a package of dry erase 
markers for them to use, it 
would be a great help.  I find 
my students like to do their 
work on whiteboards rather 
than pencil and paper. 

 
Robotics  

 
Our 7th and 8th Grade Robot-
ics teams have started meeting 
Tuesday-Thursdays after 
school until 2:00.  We are not 
really sure how the competi-
tion will be conducted but the 
students are busy building one 
to take up the given task.  The 
time we have to mentor them 
and give them work time is 
extremely rewarding. Our first 
“remote” competition is the 
week of March 14-March 20.  
Career Prep: 

The 8th grade students have 
been working on their portfo-

lio's in preparation for exit 
interviews.  Their portfolio 
contains things such as a re-
sume, letter of recommenda-
tion and skills they have 
learned. 
The students will be doing 
their exit interviews on Mon-
day, March 29th from 12:30 
p.m. -3:00 p.m. Due to Covid, 
these interviews will be done 
virtually.  All 8th grade stu-
dents must successfully pass 
their exit interview or they 
will have to repeat the inter-
view until they can success-
fully pass. 
High School living skills: 
The high school class has fin-
ished with the Baby-Think-It-
Over project.  Nobody 
"killed" their baby.  All of the 
babies were returned well 
cared for and clean. 
We are continuing to work on 
budgets.  Hopefully students 
will come to appreciate what 
parents provide for them when 
it comes to things such as a 
phone, transportation and a 
place to live. 
The class will also be learning 
to fix meals economically and 
nutritionally sound. 
Middle School living skills: 
This year the class format for 
middle school living skills is 
different in that each day a 
new group of students comes 
to class.  This has really 
worked well for stu-
dents.  Smaller groups give 
more time for each student to 
get more individual assis-
tance.  They are not rushed to 
get their project completed so 
others can use the stoves. The 
enthusiasm of the students is 
really great.  They want to be 
in class and have fun learning 
and increasing their skill lev-
el. 

Think Spring 

Mrs. Rifenburgh 
M.S. Math 

Ms. Randol 
M.S. ELA 

Mr. Ultz 
Drama/Life Skills 

Mrs. Summey  
M.S. Science 

Mr. Sutton 
M.S. History 



Dear Parents, As a reminder, 
if you would like an invitation 
to follow my classes on 
Google Classroom, please 
email me: sleaver-
ton@burroakcs.org 

As always, I am happy to 
meet with you at any time to 
discuss your child’s class pro-
gress or any questions you 
may have.  Feel free to reach 
out to me. 
 
World Language: Students in 
this class should be complet-
ing a minimum of 150 XP 
points of weekly language 
practice on Duolingo.com this 
equals 15 mins of work, 5 
days per week.  These are 
participation points that must 
be earned each week and 
CANNOT be made up if they 
are missed. Additionally, 
there is a weekly culture/
writing assignment posted on 
Google Classroom. 
 
Core English 9-12:  Students 
in this class are working on 
essential strategies required 
for reading critically, devel-
oping your vocabulary, and 
engaging with texts to under-
stand what they read and go 
beyond understanding to the 
analysis of texts. We will also 
be incorporating the Xello 
program for college and ca-
reer planning. 
 
Creative Writing: Students in 
this class are continuing to 
work on their short fiction 
unit: identifying plot elements 
such as setting, character, plot 
structure, etc. They will be 
creating their own fictional 
pieces throughout the unit. 
Art classes help to develop 
skills that students can use for 
their future careers. Ms. 
Wolfe’s painting students 

have been giving Miss 
Smith’s office a new, clean 
look this past month. They 
took down some shelves, and 
have repainted walls and 
trim.  
In the art class, Explore an 
Art Career, high school stu-
dents are making real world 
connections with local jobs. 
From cosmetology to auto 
body painting to painting mu-
rals to illustration, students 
are learning what it takes to 
make a living using their crea-
tivity.   
In an art/English independent 
study, very gifted illustator 
and Burr Oak Junior, Adrien 
Zickafoose, is continuing to 
draw and write a graphic nov-
el that they hope to get pub-
lished in the next few years.  
In the upcoming months, art 
students will continue to use 
the power of art to beautify 
their worlds around them. In 
the works is a potential com-
munity mural and hanging of 
student photographs in our 
board room. 
Physical Science - Students 
have been learning chemical 
bonding, specifically covalent 
and ionic bonding. Ask your 
students about what type of 
elements form covalent 
bonds.  

Life Science - Students made 
some great upcycling projects 
and I hope to share them with 
you. We are now moving into 
our cell unit! 
 
Intro to Esports - Students 
have been learning how to 
take care of themselves while 
they game. 
Earth/Space Science - Stu-
dents have been learning 
about weather and all the dif-
ferent tools meteorologists 
use to make their predictions. 
Solid Professor - This engi-
neering software class is 
learning a lot about Onshape. 
Our students will continue to 
learn about this software. The 
goal of this course is for stu-
dents to earn their certifica-
tion to help them in their fu-
ture careers. 
High School Esports Club - If 
your student signed up for the 
Esports Club (not the intro to 
esports course), they need to 
check their tournament dates. 
Many of the high school game 
tournaments will start soon. 
High school students who 
qualify can earn $1000 schol-
arships! 
High School Robotics - Start-
ing soon! Things will look 
different this year. We will 
NOT be traveling to competi-
tions but will be doing a virtu-
al competition in the spring.  
Students, please keep up with 
your work. Parents, please 
check with your students. 
Email me with any questions 
or concerns. Let’s work to-
gether and continue to make 
this a great school year!  
Thanks, 
Mrs. Sutton 
jsutton@burroakcs.org 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy snowy season to 
you.  I hope all is well and 
that you are finding ways to 
enjoy the cold and snow.   
 
All of the classes are moving 
at a good pace to meet the 
content expectations.  Algebra 
1 is working through a unit 
where they are working with 
graphs of linear func-
tions.  Algebra 2 is focusing 
on preparing for the SAT and 
working with roots and irra-
tional numbers.  Geometry is 
working through a unit on 
polygons and specifically 
quadrilaterals.  My senior 
math class is working through 
an accounting curriculum, as 
well as collecting items to put 
into their portfolios.  World 
History is wrapping up the 
Crusades and will begin a unit 
on the Black Plague, and the 
US History classes are doing 
a variety of different lessons 
pertaining to the early 1900s.   
  
As always, my students know 
that my door is always open 
for questions and help and I 
hope that they continue to 
take advantage of this.  Please 
feel free to stop by if you 
want to say hi or speak with 
me about any concerns you 
may have regarding a stu-
dent’s progress and thank you 
to all the parents who have 
contacted me with questions 
and concerns.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
High School Robotics Team 
#5501 would like to thank all 
of you for the donations to 
our team in Cleon Milliman’s 
honor. 
 

Classroom News 

Mrs. Leaverton  
H.S. ELA 

Mr. Herrmann 
H.S. History/ Math 

Mrs. Sutton 
H.S. Science 

Ms. Wolfe 
Art 
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 1 
V. Bowling vs  
Hackett @  
Continental Lanes  
Kalamazoo 
4:30pm 
 
JV/V Boys 
Basketball vs  
Will Carleton Acad-
emy 6:00pm 

2 
V Bowling vs  
South Haven @ 
Bronson Strike 
Zone 5:30pm 
 
V Girls Basketball 
@ North Adams 
7:30pm 

3 
V Bowling vs Niles 
@ Joey Arma-
dillo's  
4:30pm 
 
JH Girls Basket-
ball @ Colon 
5:30pm 
 
JV/V Boys  
Basketball vs 
North Adams 
6:00pm 

4 
JH Girls  
Basketball @  
Howardsville 
Christian 
5:00pm 
 
V Girls Basketball 
@ Bellevue 
6:30pm 

5 
JV/V Boys  
Basketball  
vs Bellevue 
6:00pm 
 
 

6 
V Girls Basketball 
@ Jackson 
Christian 
2:00pm 
 

7 8 
V Girls Basketball 
vs Battle Creek St 
Phillip 
6:30pm 
 
School Board  
Meeting 
7:00pm 

9 
Sophomore Class 
Meeting 8:00am 
 
JH Girls Basketball 
@ Tekonsha 
5:30pm 
 
V Girls Basketball 
@ Pittsford 
6:30pm 

10 
JH Girls Basket-
ball @  
Climax Scotts 
5:30pm 
 
JV/V Boys  
Basketball vs 
Pittsford 6:00pm 
 
 

11 
V Girls Basketball 
@ Waldron 
6:30pm 
 

12 
Sophomore Cookie 
Dough Fundraiser 
Begins 
 
End Of Marking 
Period 
 
JV/V Boys  
Basketball vs  
Waldron  
6:00pm 
 

13 

14 
 

Daylight  
Savings Time 

15 
JH Girls Basketball 
vs Athens 
5:30pm 
 
V Girls Basketball 
@ Battle Creek 
Acad.  5:30pm 
 
V Boys Basketball 
@ Battle Creek 
Acad. 7:00pm 

16 
JV Boys Basketball 
vs Colon 4:30pm 
 
V Boys Basketball 
vs Colon  6:00pm 
 
V Girls Basketball 
vs Colon 7:30pm 
 
 

17 
JH Girls  
Basketball @ 
Bellevue 5:30pm 

18 
Winter Sports 
Pictures 3:30pm 
 
V Girls Basketball 
vs Tekonsha 
6:30pm 
 
 

19 
JV/V Boys  
Basketball @ 
Tekonsha 6:00pm 
 
 

20 

21 22 
V Girls Basketball 
Districts @ Colon 
 
JH Girls Basketball 
vs Battle Creek  
St Phillip 5:30pm 
 
 

23 
V Boys Basketball 
Districts @ Colon 
 

24 
Spring Pictures 
Prater Studios 
 
 
 
 
 
 
V Girls Basketball 
Districts @ Colon 
 

25 
V Boys Basketball 
Districts @ Colon 
 
 

26 
V Girls Basketball 
Districts @ Colon 
 

27 
V Boys  
Basketball  
Districts @ Colon 
 

28 29 30 31    

March 2020 



 
 

 

 Happy February! It seems mother nature has finally decided it's winter time as she’s 

dumped a ton of snow and lots of cold temperatures on us the past few weeks. In a normal 
year we’d be coming down to the end of basketball season and getting amped up for postsea-

son play, but as you know this year is far from normal! 
Our varsity boys basketball team has started the season 2-2, with wins over rival Tekonsha 
48-34 and Jackson Christian 53-27. The men will look to improve above .500 with upcoming 

games at Athens and Will Carleton Academy. 
 The Lady Bobcats varsity basketball team is extremely young this year, starting two 

8th graders at the Varsity level. They have started the year at 1-2 with their win coming 
over Tekonsha 18-12. The ladies will look to improve their record with upcoming games versus 
Waldron and Litchfield at home. The junior high girls team start their season at home on 

February 18th against the Pansophia Academy Pumas.  
 All home basketball contests are open to the public, but limited to the first 200 spec-

tators in the gym, so get there early to secure your spot. Reminder that when you come to 
support our Bobcats masks must be worn inside the building at all times, NO EXCEPTIONS.  
Spring sports sign ups are posted outside of the weight room door; make sure your child has 

signed up if they intend to play any spring sports. If your student is 100% virtual and would 
like to play sports please have them email me at whughes@burroakcs.org so that I can add 

their name to the sign up sheet.  
If you haven’t already done so make sure to follow Burr Oak Athletics on Facebook for 

up to date information on games and practices! 

Go Bobcats! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Wendell Hughes 

Athletic Director 

Spring  Pictures   

Wednesday  

March 24th 



Burr Oak Class 
of  2021  

Valedictorian 
and  

Salutatorians 

 

Valedictorian  
Hanna Poley 

Salutatorian 
Cynthia Gutierrez 

 

  

Co-Salutatorian 
Paige Poley 

 

 



Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

 1.  
Crazy Sock 

Day 
 

Read “Fox in 
Sox” 

2.  
Hat Day 

 
Wear any 
hat and 

Read “Cat in 
the Hat” 

3.  
Wear  

 Wacky 
Clothes 

 
Read 

“Wacky 
Wednesday” 

4. 
Wear Any 

College Jer-
sey/Shirt 

 
Read “Oh 
the Places 
You’ll Go!” 

5. 
Wear Red 

or Blue 
 

Read “One 
Fish, Two 
Fish, Red 
Fish, Blue 

Fish” 

6. 
 
**Daily Book 
Winners Will 
Be Drawn** 

7. 
 

8. 
Crazy Hair 

Day 
 

We are  
crazy about 

books!  

9. 
Holiday Day 
 

Dress for 
your  

favorite 
holiday.  

10. 
Work Out 

Day 
Wear  

Athletic 
Clothing 

 
Reading  

Exercises our 
brain. 

 

11. 
 

Wear Jeans 
 

I am a 
“Jeanious” 

reader 
 

12. 
Wear Your 
Burr Oak 
Bobcat  
Colors 

13. 

14 
Daylight 
Savings 
Time 
 

15. 
Twin Day 

 
Double the 

reading 
DOUBLE 
THE FUN 

16. 
Pajama Day 

 
Rise and 

shine with a 
good book 

17. 
St Patrick’s 

Day 
 

Wear your 
green 

18. 
Reading Is  

Out Of This 
World 

 
Wear a 
space 

themed  
outfit 

19. 
Hat Day 

 
Hats Off 
To A Good 

Book 

20. 
 

21. 
 
**Teacher 
Swap Read-
ing Week** 

22. 
Camo Day 

 
Be All You 
Can Be– 
READ!! 

23. 
Animal Day 

“Paws”itively 
A Bobcat 
Reader 

Dress Like 
Your Favorite 

Animal or 
Bring A 
Stuffed  
Animal 

24. 
Spring  

Picture Day! 
 

Wear your 
best smile! 

25. 
Wear Sweat-
pants And / 
Or A Sweat-

shirt 
 

Don’t Sweat 
It, A Good 
Book Will 

Take You Far, 
Far Away! 

26. 
Dress Up In 
Your Favor-
ite Team 
Gear. 
 
Score Big 
With Books 

27. 

28. 29. 
Farmers Day 

Wear  
Overalls, Pig-
tails/Farming 

Clothes 
 

*Harvesting a 
future with a 

good book  

30. 
 
Beach Day 

 
Warmer 

Weather Is 
Ahead. Go 

Read, Read, 
Read!  

31. 
 

Disney 
Dress Up 

Day 

April 1. 
 

Get Ready 
For Bobcat 

Spring Break  
 

Wear Blue, 
White &  

Sunglasses 

April 2 
 

NO 
SCHOOL  

 

 

March Is Reading Month  



Mrs. Hernandez Highlights  
Students shared their words of kindness about their teachers.  

 

We are thankful for Ms. Randol 
She is nice and helps us. (Jersey) She is very kind. (Anita) She helps me with schoolwork. (Katrina) She is a good 

teacher. (Peyton) She is doing her job great. (Ivan) She is fun to have. (Sierra) She helps me with my grades. 

(Hunter) She is a good teacher. (Jemma) She helps the whole class. (Emma) She is a kind person. (Giovanni) She 

is nice and helps everyone. (Jacob) I like how she explains things to us and helps us. Also, she is very caring. 

(Braylyn) She is nice and helpful. (Cristal) She is talkative, in a good way:) (Saryia) She understands us. (Sarah) 

She is very kind and relatable. (Elaine) I love that she teaches us and helps us with our work. (Austin) She helps us 

and is nice. (Ethan) She is so sweet and fun. (Makaila) She helps us. (Kayden) She is funny. (Isabella) She is caring 

and understanding. (Tatiana) She is kind and helpful. (Inez) She is smart and nice. (Aubrey P) She is nice and help-

ful. (Kevin) She is kind and caring. (Tabitha) She is nice and kind. (Steven) 

 

We are thankful for Mr. Sutton 

He explains things. (Emma) He helps me. (Emily) He helps us with work. (Blake) He teaches us a lot about history. 

(Hunter) He helps us with anything we are stuck on. (Michael) He lets us listen to music, we get to retake test, he is 

nice. (Kaje) He is my favorite teacher, he’s funny, he plays games with me. (Kolt) He is pretty nice. (Adam) He has 

awesome work. (Sheila) His work is easy sometimes. (Ivan) He is awesome and gives fun work to do. (Brice) He is 

my favorite teacher, he is really nice. (Hanna) He is nice and plays games with the class. (Hudson) He helps me. 

(Katrina) I like that he laughs about jokes. (Cameron) He helps us and is my favorite teacher. (Raegan) He is funny. 

(Jersey) He is good at basketball. (Brayden) He lets us have extra chances on test to learn from our mistakes. 

(Ethan) He is chill, good at basketball, explains things well. (Braylyn) He is funny. (Saryia) He helps us with our 

work. (Elaine) He is kind and a cool teacher. (Sarah) He lets us have free time sometimes. (Marvin) He explains 

history easier for me. (Lizzy) He is patient with us and doesn’t freak out on us. (Addison) He talks to us about sports. 

(Austin) He’s the best, he is chill. (Ethan) He is very chill, calm, and tells us what to fix. (Jacob) He is nice. (Lyle) He 

is a good basketball coach. (Coen) He gives us tips to get better at basketball and geography. (Trentin) He is nice 

and funny. (Sarah) He is fun to be around. (Makayla) He is fun and nice. (Kaiden) He helps us. (Braxton) He is kind 

how he helps us. (Brayden) He is a good coach. (Percy) He lets us play games. (Jason) He is a good teacher. 

(Aubrey) He is energetic. (Kevin) He lets us play games. (Kayden) He is a cool teacher. (Inez) We get to play quiet 

ball. (Steven) He is understanding and kind to everyone. (Tatiana) He is funny and a good teacher. (Jasmyne) 

 

We are thankful for Mrs. Summey 

She’s cool. (Blake) She lets us play Kahoot. (Emily) She helps me. (Emma) She has a neat dragon. (Michael) We 

learn about animals and plant structures. (Kaje) She does a lot of cool science stuff with us. (Hunter) I like Larry. 

(Kolt) She has good stem projects that we do. (Sierra) She has good activities. (Adam) She is nice. (Sheila) She 

teaches us a lot about animals. (Brice) Science is cool, she’s about animals. (Ivan) I like her hair. (Hanna) Lets us 

play Kahoot and she is nice. (Raegan) She’s nice and we learn about animals. (Katrina) She helps me learn about 

science, food webs & food chains. (Hudson) She’s nice. (Jersey) She lets us touch her animals and does fun stuff. 

(Brayden) I like her fun science projects and lets us make our own projects. (Ethan) She is funny. (Saryia) I like sci-

ence and she does a good job teaching it. (Sarah) She makes me laugh. (Elaine)She makes science easy. (Marvin) 

She is caring to her students, thoughtful and she is funny. (Braylyn) She makes science fun and easy. (Lizzy) She 

goes over stuff and gives us workdays. (Addison) She tries to help keep our grades up. (Austin) She helps us with 

our work. (Ethan) She is nice, she shows us what we did wrong & how to fix it. (Jacob) She helps us learn. (Lyle) 

She gives us free time. (Coen) She is nice and helps us with our science. (Trentin) She is nice. (Makayla) She is 

kind. (Sarah) She is fun. (Kaiden) She gives us time to answer questions. (Braxton) I like how she teaches. 

(Brayden) She is funny. (Jason) She makes us laugh. (Percy) She is a good teacher. (Aubrey) She is my favorite 

teacher. (Inez) She is funny and enthusiastic. (Kevin) She is the best teacher. (Kayden) She is always happy. 

(Steven) She is funny, happy, and will help us with any class. (Tatiana) She is nice and lets us know about our work. 

(Jasmyne) 



 

Mrs. Hernandez Highlights  
 

Students share words of kindness about their teachers.  
 

We are thankful for Mrs. Rifenburgh 

I love math! She helps us go through the steps. (Kaje) She helps me with my work. (Emma) She is nice. (Blake) She 
puts on videos to help us understand. (Emily) She helps me in math. (Michael) She is fun to do math with. (Kolt) She 
is nice. (Hunter) I like math and she is fun to have. (Sierra) She teaches us math. (Brice) She is really helpful and 
always helping. (Adam) I like that we sometimes get to play math games. (Ivan) She is nice and helpful. (Sheila) 
She helps us when we need it. (Hanna) She is nice to us. (Raegan) She helps me learn about decimals and she is 
kind. (Katrina) She is nice and lets me play prodigy. (Hudson) I love math! this is my favorite class. (Cameron) She’s 
smart. (Brayden) She’s helpful. (Jersey) She gives us cool math work. (Ethan) She helps all students out, she ex-
plains very well, and I love her horse stories. (Braylyn) She helps me with my math. (Saryia) She makes sure we 
have our work done. (Elaine) She is a good explainer. (Sarah) She is kind. (Marvin) She helps me understand math. 
(Lizzy) She keeps us updated on her family. (Addison) I like her horses. (Austin) She helps us when we are having 
trouble. (Jacob) I like her quizzes. (Lyle) She helps us with integers. (Coen) She helps us when we have trouble. 
(Trentin) She is fun and nice. (Makayla) She is kind, funny and nice. (Sarah) She lets us ask her math questions. 
(Brayden) I like how she explains to us and helps us. (Braxton) I like her singing voice. (Aubrey) I like her stories. 
(Percy) She has funny videos. (Inez) I like math. (Aiden) I like her singing. (Kevin)  I like her singing and math. 
(Steven) She is patient, kind and helps me understand. (Tatiana) She is nice and compliments me for doing work. 
(Jasmyne) 

 
We are thankful for Mrs. McCall 
She helps me with my assignments. She is super nice and has a cool room. (Michael) 
She helps us to do our work and she is nice (Brice) She is fun, nice and helps me (Kaiden) She helps me a lot. She 
explains things to make sense. (Steven) She reads and makes letters. (Aliya) She’s fun and I like how she helps 
me. (William) She helps me read and do my work. She is really nice. She keeps me so I can have peace & quiet. 
(Andrew) She is a very nice person. She talks to me when I am sad. She helps me realize that a dividing chart will 
help me divide. (Tyler) She is nice, kind, funny and helps me a lot. (Sarah) She is nice, kind & helpful. (Joz) She is 
nice and helps me with my work. (Wyatt )She is a really nice teacher. She helped me get through some tough times. 
(Ben) 
 

Hernandez Highlights some Parent Perspectives 
 

Why choose Burr Oak Schools? What do you feel are the attractions/positive outcomes from our school. 
These were a few of the questions that were asked and the responses from two of our school families. 
Tomi Abney (parent of children in 3rd, 5th & 6th grades) responded: “I honestly can’t say enough positive 
things about Burr Oak Schools. I wouldn’t want my kids to go anywhere else. I love that the teachers have the 
opportunity to get to know the students on a one-to-one basis. They really know them and how they are doing. 
They are not just another face in a classroom.” Ms. Abney shared a story of how conversations and teamwork 
between her and her son’s teacher helped her son grasp and accomplish multiplication.  “He didn’t slip through 
the cracks and his confidence has soared to new heights.”  She ended up by saying, “I really am thankful for 
all that you guys do at the school.”  
 
School of choice parent Tabitha Ditmer (parent of children in 2nd & 4th grades) responded: “I feel that the 
reason we chose Burr Oak for our boys over any other options of schools in the area is because of the teach-
ers, staff, and the love of a small school community. They know our students academic potential and just keep 
on supporting and challenging them.”  The positive outcome of being at Burr Oak Schools: “I feel we have 
more time for them to learn life’s basics of a household, cooking, cleaning, putting their clothes away, taking 
care of trash.” She also stated that she loved the handwritten postcards that her boys sent her from school 
this year.   
I can say that we are fortunate to have these wonderful families as a part of our Bobcat family. We thank 
you for your time and support. If any other families would like to reach out to me and share some brief 
thoughts on these questions that were asked, please feel free to contact me at chernandez@burroakcs.org.  

#Bobcatfamilystrong  

mailto:chernandez@burroakcs.org


March Is Reading Month 
Theme for Elementary 

 
March is READING Month 

During the month of March, we are 
looking for anyone who would be 
interested in reading a book to one 

of our Burr Oak classes via 
 
 
 
 

Please contact Cindy Hernandez, 489-2213 
ext. 104 , to set up an appointment. 



We Will Not Have  
Kindergarten Round 

Up This Year 
 

If you need to enroll your student in  
kindergarten we will have enrollment  

packets available in the office. Please call 
269-489-2213 and set up a time to enroll 

your student. 
 

You will need shot records, birth  
certificate, and proof of residency.   



1201 Mission Statement 
 
BOCS is dedicated to providing a platform for quality, 
21st Century education for all students and is committed 
to developing lifelong learners who will value themselves, 
contribute to their community, and achieve individual 
successes that will inspire others in an ever changing 
world. (Board Mission)  
 
2100   Official Description, Purpose, and Board Organization 
2101 Roles of the Board and Board Members 
A.    Role of the Board 
The Board has the legal authority and duty to provide public 
elementary and secondary education in its schools. The 
Board’s authority is based on state and federal law as set forth 
in Policy 2201. The Board’s primary role is to: 
1.     Adopt Bylaws and Policies 
The Board will concern itself with broad questions about the 
District’s operation, including the establishment of District 
goals, objectives, and priorities through the adoption of by-
laws and policies. The Board will focus on governance, not 
management. Policy implementation and administrative de-
tails are tasks overseen by the Superintendent, who is respon-
sible for the effective administration and supervision of the 
District. The Superintendent will apprise the Board about the 
implementation of its policies and will recommend changes to 
policies as necessary. 
2.     Employ and Evaluate a Superintendent 
The Board will employ or contract for a Superintendent as its 
chief executive to whom it will delegate the District’s admin-
istration, within Board-approved parameters. The Superinten-
dent does not assume tenure in any administrative position. 
As the chief administrator for the Board, the Superintendent 
will implement Board policies and supervise the District’s 
day-to-day operations. The Superintendent will furnish educa-
tional leadership to the Board, District employees, and the 
community. The Board will annually evaluate the Superinten-
dent in accordance with the Revised School Code. See Poli-
cies 4206 and 4603. 
3.     Employ or Contract with Other Administrators and Su-
pervisors 
The Board may employ or contract with other administrators 
and supervisors, who do not assume tenure in their positions. 
The Board will prescribe the duties and fix the terms for those 
administrative positions. See Policies 4206 and 4501. 
4.     Employ Teachers 
The Board will employ teachers through contracts which will 
be in writing and signed on behalf of the District by the Su-
perintendent. The Board may contract for instructional ser-
vices with third parties as permitted by law. See Policies 4206 
and 4401. 
5.     Employ or Contract with Non-Teaching Professionals 
The Board may employ non-teaching professionals. The 
Board may contract with non-teaching professionals through 
third parties as permitted by law. The Board will prescribe the 
duties and fix the terms for those positions. See Policies 4206 
and 4401. 
6.     Employ or Contract with Non-Exempt Staff 

The Board may employ non-exempt staff. The Board may 
contract with non-exempt staff through third parties as per-
mitted by law. The Board will prescribe the duties and fix the 
terms for those positions. See Policies 4206 and 4301. 
7.     Adopt and Oversee a Budget 
The Board will annually adopt and continually monitor a 
budget to fund District operations, including District employ-
ees, buildings, equipment, and materials which support the 
District’s educational program. The Superintendent or design-
ee will manage the District’s financial resources and develop 
a proposed budget for Board approval. The Board will main-
tain adequate funding reserves pursuant to Policy 3202. 
8.     Establish and Maintain Grades, Schools, and Depart-
ments, and Determine the Curriculum and Courses of Study 
The Board will establish and maintain the grades, schools, 
and departments as it considers appropriate and necessary to 
support the District’s educational program and determine the 
curriculum and courses of study to educate the students en-
rolled in its schools. 
9.     Evaluate Programs 
The Board will evaluate, or cause to be evaluated, the pro-
gress and results of the District’s educational programs on a 
continuing basis. In making those evaluations, the Board will 
consider the Superintendent’s analysis and recommendations. 
10. Act as Decision-Maker 
As delineated by applicable legal authority, policy, or collec-
tive bargaining agreement, the Board will act as a decision-
maker for matters within its jurisdiction for students, employ-
ees, and the community. 
In fulfilling its duty and role, the Board acts as a body corpo-
rate at properly convened meetings held in compliance with 
the Open Meetings Act. See Policy 2501. A Board decision 
requires a majority vote of the members elected or appointed 
to and serving on the Board (unless otherwise expressly re-
quired by statute) and as recorded in the Board’s meeting 
minutes. 
B.    Role of Board Members 
1.     Individual Board members do not speak on the Board’s 
behalf without Board approval. Unless authorized, public 
communications by individual Board members about District 
matters must clearly indicate that the Board member is not 
speaking on the Board’s behalf. 
2.     Board members may access information and public rec-
ords as necessary to perform their duties or as otherwise per-
mitted by law. 
3.     Board members may access sensitive information, in-
cluding personnel files and student records, if permitted by 
law and necessary to perform their duties. 
4.     Board members will not disclose privileged or confiden-
tial information unless permitted by Board action or applica-
ble law. 
Legal authority: MCL 15.261 et seq.; MCL 141.411-.415, 
141.436-.451; MCL 380.11a, 380.601, 380.1229, 380.1231, 
380.1249b, 380.1250, 380.1277, 380.1282; Tavener v Elk 
Rapids Rural Agric Sch Dist, 341 Mich 244 (1954) 
Date adopted: 06/08/2020     
Date revised: 

Did you know??? 



 

“SPRING FLING” BAZAAR 

March 13, 2021  ~  
9:00am—2:00pm 

Burr Oak Missionary Church 
327 N Third St  ~  Burr Oak MI 

Cookies (all are pre-plated ) ~ Peanut Butter Fudge ~  
Angel Food Cakes  ~  Bread ~ Snack Items   
Crotched Baby Blankets or Lap throws  ~   

Americana Pallet Flags ~ Spring Decorations 
Mother’s Day gift Ideas ~ Vintage Yard Art 

 
Come and see what our 17+ Unique Vendor Tables  

offer for your gift giving ideas 
 

**Proceeds to Church needs and local Outreach  
Ministries with Matching Funds thru Everence Financial** 


