
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Wildcat Elementary Families, 
 

I hope you have all braved the snow and cold temperatures we have experienced over the last two months. I 
generally prefer colder temperatures, but after my most recent OPPD bill, warmer temperatures coming this spring 
will be quite welcome! With the amount of ice on the river and already some local flooding, I am nervous about the 
impact of potential flooding which may occur in the weeks to come and create more disruption to normal life. I will 
be hoping for gradual warming temperatures and no big late season snowstorms. With all the distractions over the 
last couple years I believe our students deserve a break from all these harsh realities.  
 

We will be planning on holding summer school and the Kids First After School Program again this summer. The time 
frames will likely be similar to what we have done in the past. The past time frames were Monday-Thursday from 
8:00-3:00 for the month of June. This however is NOT officially set yet and will depend on a variety of factors. 
Once we have all our summer programs planned, we will send out more information with exact dates and times, 
probably sometime in April. 
 

One BIG change for this summer regarding summer school is that we will be making recommendations to parents 
for their child to attend. In the past, summer school has been by choice and mainly project based, along with some 
review of past content and preview of new content for the upcoming year. The past year however has been like no 
other we have experienced and students have faced big challenges revolving around the loss of in person 
education during the closures last March-May. At parent teacher conferences, teachers will be providing parents 
with a summer school recommendation form if their child has not meet certain grade level criteria. A DRAFT 
version of this letter teacher may be giving you at conferences is attached to the end of this newsletter for you to 
preview. 
 

Another change to be aware of is that we are likely going to be attempting in person Spring Music Programs! To 
achieve this, we will likely be doing 3 different nights and limiting guests per child as was done for indoor sport 
events all year. The 3 nights will likely be split by grades. It will tentatively be K-1st, 2nd-3rd, and 4th-5th. The dates 
are penciled in for late April and May and if it looks like a sure thing, we will send out more information. 
 

Conferences are coming up again and are a very important and a great time to hear about how your child is 
performing academically and behaviorally. In the spring of 2018 we had 96% attendance, in spring 2019 94% and 
this fall in 2020 was just 92% of parents attending. I know there were new circumstances this year, but we would 
love to keep our percent attending near 100. Conferences will take place on March 17 and 18 next month. 
Conference date and times were sent home a couple weeks ago. If you missed the note, please call Miss Bymers in 
the office. 
 

Please make every effort to come at your designated day and time. With the time frame available over those two 
nights and with the way sibling groups are split across grade levels, there is really not much room at all for any 
changes to occur. We will have your day and time sent home soon so you can plan accordingly with your other 
schedules and meet with your child’s teacher in person. 
 

Until next month, take care and GO WILDCATS!  Mr. Hansen 
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Febuary PRIDE Award Winners Were: 
Kindergarten: Brileigh Lathrop, Hudson Andersen First Grade: Alia Myers, Jacob Daniel Second Grade: Austin 
Connelly, Ryleigh Bittenger Third Grade: Lily Fredrickson, Lyla Hoover Fourth Grade: Collins Barnhart, Dylan 
Livingston Fifth Grade: Caedyn Hittner, Jacob Reade 
 
These students were nominated by a teacher in the building for exhibiting one of our Wildcat PRIDE 
characteristics of Positivity, Respect, Integrity, Determination and Empathy throughout the month of 
February.  Congratulations to these students for being leaders in our building and exemplifying what it means 
to be a Cedar Bluffs WILDCAT. 
 

 

GO WILDCATS! 
 
 
 
***DRAFT OF SUMMER SCHOOL LETTER TO BE GIVEN OUT AT PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES SHOULD WE 
BE RECOMMENDING YOUR CHILD FOR SUMMER SCHOOL BASED ON THEIR PERFORMANCE THIS YEAR*** 

 

Summer School 2021 

 

This letter is to inform you that your child is being recommended to attend summer school based on his or her 

performance during the 2020-2021 school year.  
 

Every summer over the past few years we have held summer school sessions and they have been project based, 

voluntary and coincided with the summer Kids First After School Program. With the events over the last year 

and a half, there has been a tremendous disruption to the continuity of learning. This has been especially 

Other Information 
*ALL LOST AND FOUND items from the beginning of the year were donated after winter break and 
will be again after conferences. If you are missing something, have your child check.  
*For transportation issues contact Myk Kuhns.  
*For Kids First After School Program and Youth Sports, Contact Jeff Beckman 
*For classroom related behaviors and academics contact your child’s teacher.  
*If you need additional support in one of these areas contact Mr. Hansen. 
*Parent Teacher Conferences will be held March 17-18. Your scheduled time was sent home two 
weeks ago in backpacks. If you missed it, check with Miss Bymers in the office. Please plan on 
attending in person. We will require face coverings as we do for all who enter the building. If 
there are special health related issues and you would prefer a zoom call, you can arrange that 
with your child’s teacher, but it will still need to take place during your designated time. We will 
not be asking teachers to do various electronic conferences at all different times for all kinds of 
people. Thanks for your understanding. 
 
 
 

 



 
impactful to students who were in K-2nd grade last year and experienced the closure from March-May in the 

2019-2020 school year and why we are this year making summer school recommendations to parents rather 

than it being a strictly voluntary program. 
 

The impacts from last spring continued to be felt in the 2020-2021 school year. Despite everyone’s best efforts, 

without adequate preparation and know how, the leap to attempt remote learning and home schooling last spring 

fell short by comparison to in person learning. With the absence of in person learning last year and the resulting 

5 months out of school, many students entered the next grade level without being fully prepared to begin new 

grade level content and the demands that come with it.  
 

Students typically enter each new grade level with varying levels of preparedness, but this year the gap was 

much wider than usual. This resulted in classroom teachers needing to alter their normal whole group pacing 

and work to catch students up who were showing they were missing key skills. This has been an ongoing 

struggle for some all year. Without continued support over the summer, we may face these educational 

challenges longer than necessary and into more subsequent years. 
 

In order to help remedy the educational impact outlined above due to Covid 19 and get students to where they 

need to be for the 2021-2022 school year, we are recommending specific students to attend summer school. 

Your child is one of these students. The recommendation is being made based on their performance on four 

grade level criteria. If your child has at least 3 of 4 criteria checked below, it is indicating they fell short of 

grade level standards this year and we want them to attend summer school to help make them successful as they 

enter next year.  

 

___AimsWeb Composite Score (Reading Fluency, Vocabulary and Comprehension) 

 

___MAPS Math Winter Benchmark Score (General Grade Level Math Concepts) 

 

___District Common Math Assessments (Did Not Meet Benchmark Score on at least 3 of the 4) 

 

___Teacher Recommended (Overall Performance, Report Card Evidence, Level of Support for Success) 
 

The exact dates and times are yet to be determined as we finalize exact plans for the summer and all the 

programs we will operate, but we wanted to give families notice of the recommendation and begin to make 

plans for the summer. The dates will likely be Monday-Thursday June 7 through July 1. Students attending 

summer school can also attend the Kids First After School Program and eat school lunch. Summer school will 

likely be from 9-12 and Kids First ASP will likely be from 12-3. Transportation will be available and all are 

free of charge. More information will come as plans finalize.  

 


