
Grade Acceleration (7/1/18)

Grade acceleration shall be considered only in rare and extreme cases. An Educational Support Team Plan
(EST) must exist in order to be considered for acceleration. Teachers are urged to utilize methods and
materials of instruction which broaden the interests and achievements of those students who are academically
advanced and use acceleration only in an extraordinary situation. Students in grades K-8 may be accelerated
to another grade if the following conditions are met:

1. Current classroom performance indicates exceeding the current grade level proficiencies.

2. The student will score at the 95th percentile on norm-referenced test (NWEA) in all core areas (reading,
language, writing, math) for the student’s current grade level and 95th percentile for a criterion-referenced test
(SBAC) in each content area at the child’s current grade. For example, a student accelerating from third grade
to fourth grade would need to demonstrate mastery of third grade subjects through testing.

3. The student’s social and emotional development would benefit from acceleration.

4. The parents or guardians and the student desire acceleration.

5. The principal and teacher(s) from the current school agree that acceleration is in the student’s best interest.

6. If the acceleration requires a building change, the receiving school must be included in the process.

Procedures Regarding Acceleration

1. Parent(s)/guardian(s) of the child notify the child’s principal in writing of their desire for acceleration. The
school will forward a copy of the request to the Superintendent.

2. The principal will assemble a team that includes: the principal, a school counselor, the teachers, and the
parent(s)/guardian(s). If the acceleration requires a building change, the principal for the receiving school
should also be included on the team.

3. The student will score at the 95th percentile on norm-referenced test (NWEA) in all core areas (reading,
language, writing, math) for the student’s current grade level and 95th percentile for a criterion-referenced test
(SBAC) in each content area at the child’s current grade.

4. The student must demonstrate mastery and depth of knowledge in all core areas by scoring a 4 (Going
Beyond) in each content area in the previous and current grade.

5. After all data has been collected, the principal will assemble a team to review information gathered to make
a decision. Participants will include: parent(s)/guardian(s), principal(s), school counselor, current teacher, and
the receiving teacher. The school will forward a copy of the decision to the Superintendent.

6. When a decision has been made, a detailed plan will be developed by the Educational Support Team to
outline how the student’s needs will be met through

a. Enrichment and extension if no acceleration is recommended
b. A transition plan that addresses academic, social and emotional support if the student is assigned to
a higher grade.


