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9150 - SCHOOL VISITORS
 
This policy provides guidelines for visitors to any Jackson County school during the instructional day. Visitors must acknowledge that
their presence in a school is a privilege, and not a right. Visitors are welcome in schools, at the discretion of school administrators,
with the expectation that their presence will contribute positively to the educational climate of the school. All visitors are expected to
abide by the general rules of the school as defined by the building administrator.
 
A visitor is defined as anyone who is not a student or an employee of Jackson County Schools.
 
The Superintendent, principal or other building administrator has the authority to prohibit the entry of any person to Jackson County
schools or to expel any person when there is reason to believe the presence of such person would be detrimental to the good order
of the school. If such an individual refuses to leave the school grounds, threatens or creates a disturbance, the Superintendent,
principal or other building administrator is authorized to request assistance from the local law enforcement agency and may file
appropriate complaints in order to maintain school safety.
 
However, neither the Board nor any Board agent or employee may impose a COVID-19 vaccination mandate or require
proof of vaccination for entry to the schools.
 
All visitors must enter through the main or designated entrance and sign in at the main office. Visitor sign-in procedures shall
include a credential exchange. The credential exchange requires all visitors to sign in, produce photo identification, and be
authorized by a designated staff member before access beyond the main office is permitted. The designated staff member will retain
the photo identification and issue the visitor a badge which hangs on a lanyard in a visible location around the neck. The visitor is to
sign out at the main office at the conclusion of the visit, at which time they will exchange this visitor’s pass for their photo
identification.
 
In the event that a visitor does not have a photo identification, they will be permitted to conduct pertinent school business within the
confines of the school office. The visitor may be directed to other areas of the building, at the discretion of the school administrator,
when accompanied for the duration of the visit by an administrator, designated staff member, or the Prevention Resource Officer
(PRO).
 
Board of Education employees, not assigned to the school, are not subject to the credential exchange procedure provided that they
are properly displaying their employee identification badge. These employees shall sign in and out of the main office in order to
make their presence in the building known to building administrators.
 
While on school property, the personal belongings and/or vehicles of visitors are subject to inspection by authorized staff or PRO.



 
Vehicles displaying disabled veterans' special registration plates will be allowed to park in places where persons with limited mobility
impairments may park.
 
Classroom visits, during instructional time, must be approved in advance by the principal or designee and the classroom teacher.
 
Visitors are not permitted to remove students from classrooms or other school activities, without the direct permission of a student’s
legal guardian and/or the building administrator.
 
Representatives from outside agencies must follow applicable Jackson County Board of Education Policies and Procedures. (i.e.
Department of Health and Human Resources, law enforcement officials, etc.)
 
Visitors attending or participating in school events, including extra-curricular/athletic events, are expected to conduct themselves as
guests of the school and avoid disruption of any activities at the school. Visitors may be directed to leave, be denied future access or
limited access to school facilities if their conduct is deemed disruptive by the building administrator.
 
Salespersons or other non-education personnel are not permitted to disrupt instructional activities. Visits for this purpose should be
made before or after school.
 
Building administrators are authorized to institute alternative procedures for authorizing school visitors to large scale school events
during the instructional day.
 
Individual Board members who are interested in visiting schools, classrooms or other facilities on an unofficial basis shall make the
appropriate arrangements with the principal or building administrator. Such Board member visits shall not be considered to be
official unless designated as such by the Board.
 
The Board member shall be visiting as an interested individual in a similar capacity to any parent or citizen of the community. These
visits should not be considered to be inspections nor as supervisory in nature.
 
If, during a visit to a school or program, a Board member observes a situation or condition which causes concern, s/he should
discuss the situation with the Superintendent as soon as convenient or appropriate.
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