5th/6th December 2017 Newsletter
Important Dates
 Monday, December 18: Field Trip to Marietta to see the movie
“Wonder”
 Thursday, December 21: 2nd Nine Weeks ends
 Friday, December 22- Tuesday, January 2nd- Christmas Break!
 Wednesday, January 3- School starts up again!

We would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year! We hope you all have a wonderful break and enjoy the time to
celebrate with your families!
Also, thank you for taking the time to read our monthly newsletter. We
think it is a positive way to show what is going on in your child’s
classrooms.
Kindness Tree
Mrs. McCutcheon had a wonderful idea of starting a kindness tree for the 5th
and 6th grade students. They pick a kind task to do anonymously here at
school or at home. When they have completed a task, they are to add it to
the bottom of our kindness tree. Our hope is that each student completes
two random acts of kindness per week. This is on an honor system only.
We are not keeping track of how many acts of kindness each student is
completing, but we are confident our students will take the initiative to
complete as many as they can!

Homework:
When your child is absent, we send around a homework sheet during the
day. It is then sent to the office and sent home with a sibling if possible. If
you would like to get it sometime earlier, just stop in the office! It is the
student’s responsibility to get work completed in a timely manner. Thank
you for helping us with this!

School Supplies
If possible, please ask your child how their school supplies are. Many times
at this time of the year, supplies start to get low. This is especially the case
with pencils!

DONATIONS FOR ELA
We still need some Reader's Digest/Prevention size magazines, phone
books, or thick catalogs. We will be making some Christmas crafts with
these. Thank you!

Movie/Field Trip
On Monday December 18th, the 5th/6th grades will be travelling to Marietta to
watch the movie “Wonder” at the Odyssey Movie Theater. The movie starts
at 9:00 a.m., so we will be leaving the school shortly after we get here. The
cost is $10.00 per person. This includes the movie ($5.00),
popcorn/drink/gummies combo for $2.50, and $2.50 for a pizza party when
we return. If the weather is not too cold, we are hoping to walk downtown in
Marietta to see the gingerbread houses displayed at the Lafayette Hotel and
see the store front windows all done up for Christmas. If it’s too cold, we
will just return to school a little earlier. A permission slip will be going
home soon, and students can start bringing in money whenever it is
convenient. If anyone has any trouble paying for this field trip, please do
not hesitate to email or call one of us, and we will help.
We want to thank Mrs. Jeanette Starkey (Taylor’s grandma) for planning this
trip for us 
The movie “Wonder” follows the life of a boy who looks differently than
everyone else as he is starting a new school. The PTO was kind enough to
purchase a copy for each of the teachers, so we are reading it with our
homerooms during our Intervention time every day. Everyone seems to like
the book so far!!

Gift Exchange Cancelled!!
Because of our field trip on the 18th and the cost associated with it, the
teachers have decided to not do a gift exchange this year. On the 21 st, we
will be doing Christmas centers and watching a Christmas movie. Students
can bring in a snack to share and their own non-caffeinated drink for when
we watch the movie!

COSI on Wheels
The PTO brought COSI to us at our school last month! We had such a great
job learning all about Energy and Motion! We did a whole school assembly
and then got to go around by grade level for tons of hands on activities. It
was a fun way to learn Science!

Veteran’s Day Assembly
The students really worked hard on our part of the Veteran’s Day Assembly.
It was a true honor to be a part of something so meaningful for our
veterans.
The 5th grade set a table for a P.O.W., and the 6th graders told the history of
all of the United States’ wars. I think all of us have a great appreciation for
our country and the veterans who have fought so hard for the freedom we
enjoy today!

5th Science and Social Studies- Miss Barker
December has quickly arrived and November flew by! This past month has
been exciting and many things have happened. One of the biggest things is
that we started our postcard exchange and the students have been loving it.
We created a board with a map and put each postcard up on the board and
pinned the location on the map so the students can see where the other
schools are from (see picture). We have also received pictures from other
classrooms in the county that have our postcard hanging up in their room
which the kids enjoyed seeing. This month we also has COSI on wheels
come to our school! It was a fun, hands-on learning environment and they
mentioned things that we had studied in science class so the students were
excited. In one of the experiments they has myself and one of our very own
fifth graders come up to help. In the beginning of November we had our
Veteran's Day program and it was wonderful! I was so proud of our fifth and
sixth grade students on their performances!

In social studies we have been learning about the different events that have
happened in the United States, Canada and Mexico by looking at a timeline.
We have been learning about many inventors male and female. In science
we have been studying simple machines and technology. The students
have learned about technology in the past and present.
I hope you all had a wonderful Thanksgiving and have a Merry Christmas! If
you ever have questions or concerns please feel free to email anytime!

5th/6th ELA- Mrs. Ketchum
What a wonderful time of the year! The month of December is full of great
books and fun activities.
We have enough Christmas cards donated at this time. We still need phone
books, thick catalogs, and Reader's Digest size magazines. Thank you for
your help.

The 9 weeks ends on December 21st. This is when all Reading Counts tests
need to be taken. The 5th grade needs 20 points and the 6th grade needs
25 points.
We just finished our Informational Writing unit. 5th and 6th graders wrote
on many different topics. They are becoming great writers and have started
mastering the 5 paragraph essay. In January we will start to read
informational articles and write a 5 paragraph essay from that information.
The 5th grade is reading The Best Christmas Pageant Ever. The 6th grade
is reading The House Without a Christmas Tree. These are both great
Christmas stories that really show the true meaning of Christmas. We will
be taking a test on both of these books and watching the movie too.
We will not be reciting a poem this 9 weeks. We will move those to the third
9 weeks.
Don't forget that the Book Cover Book Report is due on Monday, December
11th. If you have any questions please don't hesitate to contact me.

5th/6th Grade Science and Social Studies- Mrs. Goeller
I can’t believe that the school year is just about halfway over! The school
days fly by, and your students are learning lots of wonderful things!
In Social Studies, we are now studying the Ancient Egyptians. We are
learning how they made mummies and wrote using hieroglyphics and
papyrus. Different groups made a life-size sarcophagus, and we are
learning all the different things they buried with them in the Great Pyramids.
We also made the ancient board game, Senet, to take home and share with
our families. Today we had a Senet tournament, and the winners will be
determined later today! Very fun stuff!
In Science we are learning all the different types of energy. We are learning
how we use different types of energy all day every day to live our lives. We

always try to do some hands on activities with our Science, and later this
week we will get to do some experiments showing how energy works!
Once we complete this unit on energy, we are going to move on to Space
Science during the 3rd nine weeks and Life Science the 4th nine weeks. As
much as we have enjoyed learning Physical Science, I think everyone is
looking forward to these two branches of Science!
Have a wonderful Christmas break! This truly is a wonderful time of year!

5th/6th Grade Math- Mrs. McCutcheon
It is hard to believe we are nearing the end of the 2nd nine weeks. The
students have been working really hard in Math! The students will have a
math packet this week, and next week. Please ask your child how this is
coming along.
The 6th grade have been working on adding, subtracting, multiplying, and
dividing decimals. They will have a large test over decimals this Friday. We
will be reviewing in class on Thursday. Please encourage your child to look
over their anchor chart notes to review these concepts. Next week, we will
begin working on constructing different graphs. We will tie in some
Christmas activities with our graphs.
The 5th grade have been working on decimals also. They have been
learning about rounding, adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing
decimals. They will also have a large test over decimals on Friday. We will
review on Thursday. Please have your child look over their anchor charts
and completed worksheets to review for the test. Next week, we will begin
working on graphs. The students will be constructing bar graphs, line
graphs, line plots, and constructing frequency tables.
I hope your family has a Merry Christmas!!!!

