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February 24, 2021 

Sherman County School Community, 

It is hard to believe that we have experienced almost one full year of a pandemic. We have made it this far and we 

will make it through to the end as a unified school community. The recent state decision to allow the participation of 

our student athletes in sports is a welcomed step towards normalcy, but it is not without risk. That said, Sherman 

County School and the Big Sky League have made responsible steps to ensure the safety of our students, staff and 

spectators. We are confident that our school community will do everything possible to follow the protocols and 

guidelines put into place for everyone’s safety.   

All schools in the Big Sky League will collectively be managing a multitude of requirements and safety plans in order 

for safe participation and parent involvement. The Big Sky League and school administration has also closely 

considered safety factors that differ between inside/outside attendance. Please be prepared for sports participation 

by athletes and spectators to look different than in the past.  The following are procedures that we will be 

temporarily instituting for everyone’s safety (they are also subject to change as guidelines from the Governor, 

OHA/ODE/OSAA are altered): 

Volleyball 
1. Home spectators (that includes Parents/Guardians, Grandparents, and Siblings of Sherman players only) will 

be allowed. This arrangement will allow the responsible entry of all players, coaches, officials, event 
personnel and safe distances between teams and home spectators.  Our intent is to revisit this plan, after 
observing initial contests, in order to allow students, staff (outside of event staff) and additional home 
spectators at a later date indoors.   

2. When our Sherman teams travel, away team spectators will not be allowed in the gym (this is a universal 

decision by all Big Sky Schools), but we are currently working on options for fans to watch away events 

through a live streaming platform.   

3. As home spectators (Parents/Guardians, Grandparents, Siblings only) enter the Event Center, they will be 

asked to share their contact information to school personnel for contact tracing purposes. 

4. Social distancing and masks will be enforced. 

5. Admission to home contests is free. 

6. No concessions will be available.  

7. Doors open at 4:15 p.m. for 5:00 p.m. games. 

8. Home spectator bathrooms will be available in the Event Center. We are asking all spectators to limit travel 

to within the gymnasium and lobby restrooms only. In addition, we are asking siblings to sit with their 

parents/guardians at all times.   

Football    
1. Maximum outdoor capacity (including all players, coaches, officials, event personnel and spectators) will be 

capped at 300 (Consolidated guidance from the Governor, OHA, and OSAA for Lower Risk Counties). We 
encourage families to stay inside vehicles. If you are outside your car, social distancing and masks will be 
enforced. We are asking all students younger than high school age to be with their parents/guardians at all 
times.   
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2. Due to the outdoor nature of football, spectators are allowed to attend scheduled away games. 
3. Admission to home games is free. 

4. No concessions will be available. 

5. Spectator bathrooms will be limited to outdoor portable restrooms located near the football stadium. Access 

to the school facility will be restricted to players, coaches and event personnel.             

We are grateful for the support and partnership of our parents/guardians, students, and staff as we work to ensure 

Sherman County School keeps safety a priority. The decisions we have had to make during this school year have not 

been easy, but the focus has always been and will continue to be on meeting the needs of our students in the best 

way possible.     

In order to support parents/guardians in learning more about Football and Volleyball Sport Seasons and the 

temporary guidelines for athletics, Athletic Director Lewis will be hosting a question/answer session on Thursday, 

February 25, at 6:30 p.m. The link is https://meet.google.com/sco-gwou-mhq. Prior to the meeting, you are welcome 

to submit any athletic questions you may have by emailing Mr. Lewis at glewis@sherman.k12.or.us. We are hoping 

this will assist with the efficiency of the meeting for all involved. You are also welcome to call us between 7:45 a.m.-

4:00 p.m. and we would be happy to assist you or answer any questions. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Wes Owens 
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