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PREFACE
The purpose of this handbook is to encourage every student in Big Sandy Schools to
join our athletic and activities programs. When the choice is made to participate, it is
understood that the athletes/participants will abide by the policies set forth. The
following information is for those who want to represent their school as a competitor
or participant.

POLICY OF BIG SANDY SCHOOL DISTRICT

The policy of the Big Sandy School District is to provide all students who are eligible
an opportunity to participate in Extracurricular activities.

Rules and guidelines are established and must be adhered to in the governance of
all extra-curricular activities; however, legitimate conflicts and situations sometimes
arise which may restrict or prohibit a student’s participation in an extra-curricular
activity if the rules and guidelines of governance are strictly adhered to.

When any such conflict or situation arises,

1. It is incumbent on the student and his/her guardian to notify the director,
coach or supervisor in a TIMELY FASHION of the conflict or situation, and

2. It is incumbent on the director, coach or supervisor of the extra-curricular
activity to provide accommodations that may allow a student’s participation.

A meeting may then be arranged with the director, coach or supervisor, student and
parent and the Superintendent to determine what accommodations, if any, are
required to allow the student’s participation in the extra-curricular activity.

It must be noted that in accordance with Montana State Law, once a student
becomes a participant in an extracurricular activity, the student may be suspended
from participation by a director, coach or supervisor for violation of rules and
guidelines, but only the School Board can expel a student from extracurricular
participation. A director, coach or supervisor cannot “kick a student o� the team.”

PHILOSOPHY OF DEPARTMENT

It is our belief that the fundamental purpose of the athletic/activity program is:

● To develop within the participants the qualities of sportsmanship
● To develop a sense of responsibility to themselves and others
● To develop devotion to an assignment
● To build a sense of pride in the accomplishment of doing a job to the best of

one’s ability
● To instill the sense of belonging to a group
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● To encourage the social values derived from contact with students and adults
from other communities.

It is our sincere hope that through participation in activities students will be better
prepared to become positive members of our society.

CODE OF CONDUCT FOR SCHOOL CLUB AND ACTIVITY GROUP OFFICERS &
REPRESENTATIVES

Students eligible for positions as o�cers in school-sponsored and a�liated groups
will adhere to the following guidelines:

● Maintain academic eligibility according to the Extracurricular Eligibility policy.
Elected student o�cers or student representatives not passing all classes at
the end of quarter grading period will be removed from o�ce for the
remainder of the school year

● Earn no in-school or out-of-school suspensions.
● Engage in no behavior that results in prosecution of misdemeanors (excluding

minor tra�c violations) or felonies.
● Attend all scheduled meetings unless excused in advance by the group

advisor.
● Participate in all planned activities unless excused in advance by the group

advisor.

Failure to adhere to this code of conduct will result in removal from o�ce or
position.

Code of Conduct Appeal:

Appeal may be made to a Faculty Council of five members that will consist of the
school counselor and four teachers. The group advisor will serve as an ex o�cio
member, for informational purposes only. A written request for appeal must be
made within five school days of dismissal from o�ce and turned in to the school
principal. A hearing with the Faculty Council will be scheduled upon receipt of the
written notice of appeal. The Faculty Council will make a recommendation to the
building administrator upon hearing the appeal.

*In accordance to moral and ethical compliance with the “PIoneer Pride
Extracurricular Participation Policy”, it can be expected the athletic director, coach
or supervisor of an extracurricular activity may meet with your child regarding
matters pertaining to your child's participation or involvement in an extracurricular
activity, it also can be expected that the athletic director, coach or supervisor will not
use their position to intimidate, coerce or threaten your child and never shall such
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meetings take place one on one with your child behind closed doors without an
advocate (parent, school counselor, principal, etc.) for your child being present.
Should such a one on one meeting take place one on one behind closed doors, the
athletic director, coach, or supervisor, who conducted the meeting, can expect to be
suspended by the Superintendent until such time the issue can be addressed by the
Big Sandy Public School’s Board of Trustees.

These rules will be in e�ect for all school activities and all students in grades 6-12
associated with or sponsored by the Big Sandy Public Schools during each school
year from the date of the first practice for fall activities until the last day of school in
May or June: athletic activities, non athletic activities and organizational activities –
which includes but is not limited to the following: Football, Volleyball, Boys
Basketball, Girls Basketball, Track, Pep Band, District & State Music Festival
Participants, Cheerleaders, Speech & Drama, FFA ,School Play, Student Council,
Wrestling, Science Olympiad, etc.

ACADEMIC ELIGIBILITY
Eligibility will run Tuesday through Tuesday every week. Any failing grade will render
the student ineligible for the week. If a student fails a quarter or semester they are
automatically ineligible for the next two weeks of the quarter/semester. Students
who fail the 4th quarter or 2nd semester are ineligible to participate in any
extracurricular activities for the first two weeks of school beginning with the 1st day
of classes for the student for the following school year. Coaches/advisors/directors
may impose higher academic standards based on program needs.

Academic Eligibility Appeal Process:

In the event of extenuating circumstances, due to medical or family emergency, an
appeal can be made through the school administration chain of command,
beginning with the Activities Director.

AWARDS
The Activity Department shall provide letters for any participant who has earned
them. The coach will set up a point system for letter requirements. The coach will
give a letter to any boy or girl who has earned all the required points and has
completed the season in good standing. He may also give letters to those who
deserve them for other reasons.

A student who violates the criminal, drug, or alcohol sections of this policy will lose

5



all privileges of lettering in or receiving special awards for the activity in which they
were participating at the time of the violation.

Students who are in violation of the criminal, drug, or alcohol sections of the
Extracurricular Participation Policy will not be allowed to hold any o�ces or
positions for the remainder of the school year in student council, classes and other
school organizations and may be subject to other discipline action mandated by
guidelines governing various school organizations and programs.

CRIMINAL ACTIVITY
Any student who pleads guilty to or who is convicted of any o�ense shall be subject
to the following restrictions of extracurricular activities:

● First Violation (in and out of season and during the policy duration period)
★ Meeting with the student, parents/guardians, coach/sponsor, school

administrator, school counselor.
★ Suspension from activities for a nine (9) week period.
★ Any additional punishment as ordered by the court or juvenile

authorities.

● Second Violation (in and out of season and during policy duration period)
★ Meeting with the student, parents/guardians, coach/sponsor, school

administrator, school counselor.
★ Suspension from activities for a semester (eighteen [18] weeks).
★ Any additional punishment as ordered by the court or juvenile

authorities.

● Third Violation (in and out of season and during policy duration period)
★ Meeting with the student, parents/guardians, coach/sponsor, school

administrator, school counselor.
★ Suspension from activities for one (1) calendar year from the date of

conviction.
★ Any additional punishment as ordered by the court or juvenile

authorities.

DRESS CODE
Students are encouraged to dress responsibly and wear appropriate clothing for
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current weather conditions when traveling.

All attire should be neat, clean and not torn. Muscle-type shirts, sleeveless shirts,
tank tops, midri� exposing tops, shorts, jeans, and t-shirts are not allowed. Clothing
advertising alcoholic beverages or drugs or containing inappropriate or suggestive
slogans are not acceptable.

Boys must wear shoes and socks at all times and the wearing of gym type sweats,
hats or headbands is not permissible. Boys shirts must have a collar and the shirt
must be tucked into their trousers. Girls’ blouses with plunging or revealing necklines
are not acceptable and skirt length must be appropriate, such as long enough to
reach the end of a student's fingertips.

Hair should be clean and well groomed and kept out of the eyes.

Coaches may have a stricter requirement than the minimum provided above.

If you have questions about your travel attire, please see your coach/sponsor for
approval well before boarding time. Give yourself plenty of time to change in case
you do not meet Pioneer Dress Code Requirements.

It is the responsibility of the coaches/sponsor to see that students adhere to the
Dress Code. Students not meeting these standards will be barred from traveling
with the team, which could lead to becoming ineligible to participate in a scheduled
activity.

DRUG AND ALCOHOL VIOLATIONS
Violations are cumulative throughout the student’s period of attendance in junior
high school or high school. Violations shall not carry over from junior high to high
school.

Any student in violation of this section of the participation code shall be subject to
the following restrictions of extracurricular activities:

● First Violation (in and out of season and during the policy duration period)
★ Meeting with the student, parents/guardians, coach/sponsor, school

administrator, school counselor.
★ Suspension from activities for a nine (9) week period.
★ Students who complete a chemical awareness class approved by the

school administration and is meeting with the school counselor on a
regularly scheduled basis will be able to participate in activities after
five (5) weeks of the suspension from extracurricular activities

● Second Violation (in and out of season and during policy duration period)
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★ Meeting with the student, parents/guardians, coach/sponsor, school
administrator, school counselor.

★ Suspension from activities for a semester (eighteen [18] weeks).
★ Students may become eligible for activities after a twelve (12) week

period under the following circumstances:
○ The Student must obtain (at his/her own expense) a professional

drug/alcohol/tobacco evaluation and follow the evaluator’s
recommendation.

○ The Student will attend and complete a twelve (12) hour on-site
program or similar program approved by the school
administration and meet with the school counselor on a
regularly scheduled basis before being eligible to participate in
extracurricular activities.

● Third Violation (in and out of season and during policy duration period)
★ Meeting with the student, parents/guardians, coach/sponsor, school

administrator, school counselor.
★ Suspension from activities for one (1) calendar year from the date of

conviction.
★ Referral for professional help. At his/her own expense a student must

complete an extensive drug and chemical awareness program
provided by or recommended by the professional.

DRUG TESTING PROGRAM (DTP) (BOARD POLICY
3350)
Extracurricular and cocurricular activities mandatory and random drug testing
policy:

The Big Sandy School District has adopted this policy to enhance and convey our
strong commitment to the health, safety, and well-being of our students. Results of
studies throughout the United States indicate that education alone, as a preventive
measure, is not e�ective in combating substance abuse. Our commitment to
maintaining the Big Sandy School District as a safe and secure educational
environment requires a clear policy and supportive programs relating to detection,
treatment, and prevention of substance abuse by students involved in
extracurricular and/or co curricular activities.

Purpose: The purpose of this program is to educate and help direct students away
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from drug and alcohol abuse and toward a healthy and drug-free participation.
Students involved in extracurricular/co curricular activities need to be exemplary in
the eyes of the community and other students. Activity students carry a
responsibility to themselves and their Parents, School and fellow students to set the
highest possible examples of conduct, sportsmanship, and training, which requires
abstaining from the use of illegal or performance-enhancing drugs and alcohol.
Participation in extracurricular/co curricular activities is not an absolute right.
Rather, it is a privilege o�ered to all students who are eligible. Thus, activity
students voluntarily subject themselves to a higher degree of accountability and
regulation than commonly imposed on students. The Big Sandy School District
believes accountability is a powerful tool to help students avoid using illegal drugs
and that early detection and intervention can save lives.

Scope: This policy applies to all District Students, in grades 6-12, who wish to
participate or are participating in any extracurricular/co curricular activities,
practices and/or contests under the control and jurisdiction of the Big Sandy Public
School District/and or Montana High School Association (MHSA), including those
activities listed in the current Student Handbook and any other school-sponsored
activity not listed. A participant in the aforementioned activities shall be designated
as an “Activity Student” in a “Required Testing Activity (RTA)”.

This policy outlines the procedures for mandatory and random drug testing of all
Activity Students in RTAs in Big Sandy Public Schools. The Activities Director and the
Superintendent and/or Designees (the Administration) shall be responsible for
implementation and oversight of the Drug Testing Program and shall adopt
procedures and regulations to further implement this policy consistent with its
purpose and intent.

Procedures for Students: This policy was adopted as of February 17, 2015. All Activity
Students, in and out of season, shall sign the Drug Testing Consent Form by March
16, 2015. All Activity Students will be subject to drug testing upon implementation of
the Drug Testing Program on March 16, 2015. Thereafter…

Registration: At registration in August, all students shall indicate their extracurricular
and/or co curricular activity plans for the school year. This annual registration
process will identify students who are required to sign the Student Drug Testing
Consent Form and help generate the list of current and prospective Activity
Students by season (Fall, Winter, Spring). Each Activity Student shall be given a
copy of the Consent Form, the DTP, and the Pioneer Pride Code. It is imperative that
these documents be read and understood by the Student/Parent. To assist in this
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process of understanding, each student will be required to attend the Drug Testing
Program Orientation; and Parents/Guardians shall be encouraged to attend.

DTP Orientation: Prior to the commencement of drug testing each year, or at other
times throughout the year as designated by the Administration, an orientation
session will be held for all students to educate them regarding the Consent Form
and the Drug Testing Program, including drug-testing procedures; the sample
collection process; privacy arrangements; violation consequences; and intervention,
treatment and counseling sources. Any additional administrative rules and
procedures relevant to the DTP, including those of the Superintendent and the
testing company and/or professional laboratory, will be provided to each
participant.

Informed Consent for Testing: It is MANDATORY that the Student Drug Testing
Consent Form (3350F) be signed and dated by the student and by the
parent/guardian before such student shall be eligible to practice or participate in
any required testing activities (RTAs) during the school year. Failure to comply will
result in non-participation. This annual Consent Form shall be returned to the
designated administrator no later than the last day of the second week of classes at
the beginning of the school year, or at a time otherwise designated by the District.
Transfer students shall complete the Consent Form within 7 school days of
enrollment.

A student who decides to participate in required testing activities after the sign-up
deadline shall return a properly signed Consent Form and be subject to a
mandatory entry drug test, at student/parent expense, prior to practice or
participation in any RTA for the remainder of the school year. A subsequent late
sign-up will subject the Activity Student to mandatory entry testing, at
student/Parent expense, for each RTA for the duration of their junior high or high
school career.

Upon signing the Consent Form, the Activity Student agrees to participate in the
mandatory/random Drug-Testing Program at Big Sandy Public Schools, makes the
commitment to adhere to the rules that govern the program and enters the
appropriate testing consent pool.

The following participants will make up the testing consent pools for specific
seasons:

Fall: Football, Volleyball, Cross Country, Speech and Drama, Fall Cheerleading,
Student Council, Pep Band, Science Olympiad

Winter: Boys and Girls Basketball, Wrestling, Winter Cheerleading, School Play
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Spring: Track and Field, Golf, Music, FFA, Senior Trip

Note: Once an Activity Student is in a testing consent pool, they will remain in the
pool for the duration of the activity season and the school calendar days, including
all preseason and postseason practices, camps, and competitions associated with
or sponsored by Big Sandy Public Schools and/or the MHSA; unless otherwise noted
herein.

Selection for Testing: The consent requires that the Activity Student provide a urine
and/or saliva and/or breath sample:

● When the Activity Student is chosen by random selection to provide a
sample

● When mandatory entry, follow-up or re-entry tests are incurred
● If there is reasonable suspicion to test for illegal drug use
● Upon Parent/Guardian request to test his/her student

Frequency of Drug Testing: The following provisions apply to frequency of testing

Random Testing

● All Activity Students are subject to random drug testing on a periodic basis,
with the likelihood of a participant being randomly-selected multiple times.
Testing will occur throughout the school calendar days and may occur at any
time during the school day or scheduled activity time, Monday through
Saturday. No student shall be given advance notice or early warning of the
testing. This variable schedule will keep students conscious of the possibility
of being tested at any time.

● Up to twenty percent (20%) of all Activity Students may be subject to random
testing at the beginning of each required testing activity or specific season
(Fall, Winter, Spring), anytime prior to or from the first day of practice/class
to the day preceding the first interscholastic contest/event.

● Up to twenty percent (20%) of all Activity Students, regardless of in or out of
season status, may be tested on a periodic basis.

● Testing may be done on up to one hundred percent (100%) of participants in
any one RTA or specific season randomly-selected from the list of all required
testing activities or specific seasons.

● Percentage of students selected and the number of times drawn per periodic
basis will be at the discretion of the Administration and/or Board of Trustees.

● If a participant is randomly-selected and tests negative, the student will return
to the assigned testing pool and be subject to re-selection at the next testing
date. If a participant is randomly-selected and tests positive, the student will
incur violation consequences including removal from the random pool and
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subjection to mandatory testing.

Note: if a randomly-selected student has an excused absence from school on the
day of the drug test, the student will remain eligible for required testing activity
participation but will automatically be tested on the next testing date. Unexcused
absence will be deemed a positive test. Testing vacancies on random selection lists
will be filled by an alternate participant randomly-selected by the testing company
or District Designee.

Mandatory Entry, Follow-up and Re-entry Drug Testing

● Drug Testing may be done on all participants of all RTAs
● Late consent sign-up or a Withdrawal of Consent will subject the student to

mandatory entry testing.
● Students who test positive or are deemed to have a positive test under the

DTP are subject to violation consequences listed herein, including mandatory
entry, follow-up, or re-entry tests.

Withdrawal of Consent: An activity student whose season is over or who quits an
RTA prior to testing selection can be removed from the Drug Testing Program by
student/parent signed consent delivered to the Administration; however, the student
will be ineligible to participate in required testing activities for the remainder of the
school calendar days. Should the student wish to resume participating in RTAs
during the school year, the student/Parent shall rescind the withdrawal of consent;
and the student shall submit to a mandatory entry drug test, at Student/Parent
expense, prior to activity participation. Activity Students will be re-enrolled in the
DTP at their previous level of violation, if any. A Withdrawal of Consent cannot be
used by a participant as a way to refuse testing after selection or avoid violation
consequences incurred.

Reasonable Suspicion of Testing: The procedures in this policy are not intended to
restrict the authority of the District to directly apply Policy 3351, “Reasonable
Suspicions of Illegal Drug, Alcohol, and Tobacco/Nicotine Use and Possession”, and
require a student to submit to a drug test when the Administration has a
“reasonable suspicion” the student has violated the law or school rules regarding
illegal drugs. A student using, under the influence of, in possession of, selling or
distributing illegal drugs, alcohol, or tobacco on school property or at
school-sponsored/related events is in violation (i.e., discovered without the use of a
random, mandatory entry, follow-up, or re-entry drug test under the rule of the DTP)
of the Student Code of Conduct and shall be subject to procedures, discipline and
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consequences under the Student Code, Pioneer Pride Code, associated District
policies (e.G. 3231, 3310, 3350, 3351) and Montana Law. In the context of
performance-enhancing drugs, reasonable suspicion specifically includes unusual
increases in size, weight or other athletic abilities.

Voluntary or Opt-in Drug Testing Program: The District shall make available to
student/Parent a voluntary, opt-in to the DTP for students enrolled in grades 6-12
who do not participate in required testing activities in Big Sandy Public Schools.
Opt-in students will be considered DTP participants and shall be subject to every
regulation and procedure of the DTP.

TESTING PROCEDURES

Sample Collection: The District shall have the discretion to choose one of the
following methods to test for the presence of illegal drugs: fresh urine, saliva, breath,
or other District approved laboratory sample. All aspects of the DTP, including the
taking of urine, saliva, and/or breath samples, will be conducted so as to safeguard
the personal and privacy rights of the student to the maximum degree possible. The
test specimen shall be obtained in a manner designed to minimize intrusiveness of
the procedure.

Any drug test will be administered by or at the direction of an independent drug
testing company and/or a SAMHSA certified laboratory contracted by the Big
Sandy Public School District. To help eliminate invalid tests or outside influences, a
strict "chain of custody" procedure will be used by the designated personnel of the
District and/or the testing company to monitor the identity and integrity of the
sample throughout the collection, transportation, and testing process. The
professional laboratory shall be required to use scientifically validated toxicological
testing methods, have detailed written specifications to assure the chain of custody
of the specimens, and have proper laboratory control and scientific testing.

Before the drug test, students shall fill out, sign and date any form that may be
required by the District and/or the testing company. Upon being selected for a
urinalysis, saliva, breath or other test approved under District policy, a student will
be required to provide an acceptable sample, according to the quality control
standards and policy of the laboratory conducting tests on those samples.
Participants will be tested at Big Sandy Public Schools unless otherwise determined
by the Administration.

The District shall not accept for any part of its DTP, including for purposes of an
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appeal of a confirmed positive test, any test results submitted by a student/Parent
from drug tests not performed by the District and/or the District's contracted testing
company and/or laboratory as part of the District's Drug Testing Program.

Drugs that may be tested for include, but are not limited to:
● Alcohol
● Methadone
● Barbiturates
● Tricyclic Antidepressants
● Oxycodone
● Steroids
● Nicotine - Tobacco
● Marijuana
● Cocaine
● Amphetamines - Methamphetamines (Ecstasy, Crystal Meth)
● Opiates - Morphine and Codeine
● Benzodiazepines (Xanax, Valium)
● Phencyclidine (PCP)

Note: The Administration, in consultation with the testing company and other
relevant professionals, shall determine which drugs shall be screened; but in no
event shall that determination be made after selection (excluding reasonable
suspicion) of students for testing. Student samples will not be screened for the
presence of any substances other than an illegal drug or for the existence of any
physical condition other than drug use.

TEST RESULTS

Negative Test Results: As soon as practical, students and their parents will receive
verbal or written notice when the student's test result is negative.

Positive Test Results: If the initial drug test (urinalysis) is positive, the test result will
then be subject to confirmation by a second and di�erent test of the same sample.
A specimen shall not be reported a "confirmed positive" by a professional
laboratory unless the second test is a positive reading for the presence of an illegal
or performance-enhancing drug or the metabolites thereof.

Medical Review O�cer: The District and/or testing company will utilize an MRO to
review and certify all laboratory-reported "confirmed positive" tests and notify the
student/Parent and the Administration of the certified results. The Medical Review
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O�cer is a licensed physician who has additional training in the area of drug testing
and substance abuse. Specifically, the MRO has detailed knowledge in how drug
testing is done, how testing is a�ected by food and medications, and how various
methods are used to adulterate specimens to give false negative results. The MRO
serves a decisive role in determining whether the use of a substance identified by
the sample analysis is from illicit use or a legitimate medical use and will provide the
District with a certified opinion as to the result. Before any sample result is verified
"confirmed positive" by the MRO, every reasonable attempt will be made by the
MRO to contact the student/Parent and discuss whether or not there is a legitimate
medical explanation for the positive lab result; including recent or current medical
treatments or use of prescription or over-the-counter drugs. If the Medical Review
O�cer requests written verification, such as a copy of the prescription or physician's
order, the student and Parent/Guardian shall have seventy-two (72) hours to
comply by submitting the required information to the MRO's o�ce via fax or
certified mail. The MRO will make the final determination as to the status of the
particular sample and report certified results to the Parent/Student and the
Administration. Any information obtained through testing that is unrelated to the use
of a controlled substance or alcohol must be held in strict confidentiality by the
Medical Review O�cer and may not be released to the District.

Appeal: A student who has been determined by the Administration to be in violation
of this policy shall have the right to appeal the decision, in writing, to the
Superintendent or his/her designee(s). Such a written request for a review must be
submitted to the Superintendent within three (3) calendar days of notice of the
violations or any further right to appeal is waived. A Student requesting a review will
remain ineligible to participate in any RTAS until the review is completed. The
Superintendent shall then determine whether the original finding was justified. The
Superintendent will rely solely upon the opinion of the MRO to determine whether or
not a "confirmed positive" test was the result of the consumption of an illegal drug.
No further review of the Superintendent's decision will be provided and his/her
decision shall be conclusive in all respects. Any necessary interpretation or
application of this policy shall be in the sole and exclusive judgment and discretion
of the Superintendent, which shall be final and non-appealable. DTP consequences
will not be deferred pending the completion of the appeal process. If the conclusion
of the appeal is not in the student's favor, the number of days the student was
prohibited from participation during the appeal process will be deducted from the
total days of suspension the student must serve for the DTP violation. If the
conclusion of the appeal is in the student's favor, the student may be allowed to
return to participation in all RTAS.
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POLICY VIOLATIONS: The following actions of the Activity Student constitute DTP
violations and are deemed a positive test:

1. Failure to report to collection site after notification, which includes unexcused
absence;

2. Refusal to be tested or submit a sample when selected;
3. Failure to produce a sample without a valid medical reason (validity

determined by the MRO);
4. Quitting an RTA upon test selection; or filing a Withdrawal of Consent upon

test selection;
5. Refusal to submit to a re-test when requested following an inconclusive,

adulterated or suspect result;
6. Tampering with the sample for testing or attempting to subvert the

collection/identification process;
7. Aiding and/or abetting another participant in violating this policy;
8. Confirmed positive test results for banned substances.

Consequences: There will be no academic sanction for violation of this policy, except
to the extent that a violation of this policy would also constitute violation of the
District's discipline policy and Student Code of Conduct. Any sanction imposed
herein is additional, separate, and distinct from other sanctions, which may be
imposed for violating rules outlined in the Student Handbook. DTP violations are
cumulative throughout the student's attendance in junior high or high school and
shall not carry over; however, violation consequences shall. Any student who tests
positive or is deemed to have a positive test under this program shall be subject to
the following procedures and consequences:

1.) A Medical Review O�cer (MRO), provided by the Testing
Company/Professional Laboratory, will certify the "confirmed positive" test result
and make every reasonable attempt to contact the student/Parent.

2.) The Administration shall notify the student, Parent/Guardian and the
School Counselor of the DTP violation and the consequences incurred, The
Coach/Sponsor shall be informed of the student's eligibility status. The date of
notification is the commencement of consequences.

● First Violation (in- and out-of-season)
Self-Referral: The purpose of self-referral is to encourage a student

participant to seek help. Self-referral constitutes notification of the Administration or
School Sta� within 24 hours of the violation or the next regularly scheduled school
day following the violation. The voluntary admission may not be used by the student
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if the violation is already known to the school authorities or if there have been prior
violations of the DTP. Self-referrals are considered a positive test and may be used
only as a first violation and only one time by a student while enrolled in either
grades 6-8 or in grades 9-12. In the event a student self-refers a first violation,
he/she will be suspended from the current and/or the next activity for two (2)
performance/competitive weeks, to begin with the nearest scheduled
performance/competition week. Students shall participate in scheduled meetings
and practices. The student must complete first violation consequences 4 and 5;
however, the student may participate in RTAs after the suspension provided that
he/she is attending the District's chemical awareness program and continues to
complete all sessions, while meeting with the School Counselor on a regularly
scheduled basis.
If a student fails to self-refer and is subsequently found to be in first violation of this
program:

3.) Suspension from activities for a five (5) week period starting the date of
notification. The Student shall participate in scheduled meetings and practices
(Coach/Sponsor discretion).

4.) The Student must submit to a chemical dependency assessment from a
certified counselor, complete a drug awareness program approved by the
Administration and meet with the school counselor on a regularly scheduled basis. A
minimum of five hours of drug education/counseling shall be completed.

5.) Upon commencement of suspension, the student will be subject to
follow-up drug tests at the next three (3) scheduled test dates, which may and can
carry over into the next school year and activity season.

6.) The Student must submit to a re-entry drug test and receive a negative
result before the Administration will reinstate the student to any activity.

● Second Violation (in- and out-of-season)
3.) Suspension from activities for a twelve (12) week period starting the date

of notification.The Student shall participate in scheduled meetings and practices
(Coach/Sponsor discretion).
4.) The Student must obtain a chemical dependency assessment from a certified

counselor and follow the counselor's recommendation, The Student must meet with
the School Counselor on a regularly scheduled basis.

5.) The Student will complete an additional twelve (12) hours of drug
education/counseling or a similar non-school program recommended by the
chemical dependency counselor and approved by the Administration.

6.) Upon commencement of suspension, student will be subject to follow-up
drug tests at the next six (6) scheduled test dates, which may and can carry over
into the next school year and activity season,
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7.) The Student must submit to a re-entry drug test and receive a negative
result before the Administration will reinstate the student to any activity.

● Third Violation (in- and out-of-season)
3.) Complete suspension from all extra-curricular and/or co-curricular

activities including all meetings, practices, performances, and inter-scholastic
competition for one (1) calendar year.

4.) Referral for professional help. The Student must complete an extensive
drug and chemical awareness program provided by or recommended by the
professional.

5.) Upon commencement of suspension, the student will be subject to
follow-up drug tests at the next twelve (12) scheduled test dates.

● Fourth Violation (in and out of season)
3.) Complete suspension from participation in all extra-curricular and/or

co-curricular activities including all meetings, practices, performances, and
competition for the remainder of his/her middle school and high school activity
career.

NOTE: A student who is suspended from RTAs pursuant to this policy or who is
ineligible to participate in such activities because of DTP noncompliance shall not be
permitted to engage in or enjoy the benefits of any game, competition, travel,
award, banquet, reward, practice, tryout or other activity or event related to the
team or other organizational activity, except for practice at the in-town customary
site if permitted by the coach or sponsor of such team or activity. A suspended
student will not dress down or reside on the sideline with the team. In addition, where
the only opportunity to try out for a team/activity occurs during the period of
suspension, the student may be allowed to try out for such RTA if the student
otherwise qualifies to try out for such team/activity, but the student's selection for
such team/activity shall be subject to the student fulfilling and completing the
suspension and being in good standing under this policy prior to otherwise
participating in such RTA.

★ All consequences are consecutive in nature and may carry over into the
student's next school year and next activity and/or activities, which shall be
defined as that activity and/or those activities the student participated in
during the current or preceding school year and activity seasons.

★ Regardless of in-season or o�-season status, Activity Students will begin the
appropriate sequence of assessment, counseling, chemical awareness
program and treatment consequences on the date of the violation
notification.
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If an Activity Student receives violation notification at a time during the school
calendar days when the student is not participating, the suspension from
performances and competition shall not begin until the student would
otherwise begin participation or otherwise be eligible or able to participate in
RTAs; notwithstanding whether non-participation at the time of violation
notification is because:

a) The required testing activities in which the student participates are
not scheduled;
b) The student is ineligible for academic reasons; or
c) The student has health-related reasons or any other verified reasons
for non-participation.

★ Suspension is inclusive of all extra-curricular and/or co-curricular activities,
performances and competitions that fall within the student's suspension
parameters. . During a scheduled school vacation period, the vacation days
do not count toward the number of days a student is suspended from
attendance to and participation in any and all RTAs and school-sponsored
social activities.

★ Absences from practice for attendance to drug
education/treatment/counseling programs will be considered excused.

★ Should the student/Parent not agree to or complete the violation
consequences, the sanctions listed in this policy for the next level of violation
shall be imposed. A student who has no intention of completing
consequences incurred for violation of the DTP shall not be eligible to
participate in any activities covered under this policy including all meetings,
practices, performances and competitions for the duration of their junior high
and high school activity careers. Additionally, such students shall not be
considered for any activity honors or awards given by the school including
participation in any "all star" games held after the end of the season.

★ If the participant is enrolled in a class that involves co-curricular activities, he
or she will continue to attend the class, but cannot participate in any activities
outside the regularly scheduled class time or take part in any class, club or
field trips. If participation in outside activities is required for the class or
a�ects the student grade, the student may be required to satisfy participation
requirements in alternative ways (e.g., community service, detention).

★ Cooperation with counseling must be documented weekly until such time as
the student is successfully discharged by the school counselor and/or the
certified chemical dependency counselor. Any approved, non school
counseling must be completed outside the regular school day.
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★ Documentation of completion of assessment, counseling, education, and
treatment programs and a negative drug test result must be received by the
Administration prior to the student being released from suspension and
deemed eligible to participate, A student who receives an MIP or DUI is
subject to Montana State Statutes regarding chemical awareness programs
that may di�er from what is approved by the Administration.

Financial Responsibility

1. Under this policy, the District will pay for all random drug tests and all initial
reasonable suspicion, initial follow-up and initial re-entry drug tests.

2. The District will pay for the second test of the same sample conducted to
confirm an initial positive test. Student/Parent will pay for requested tests of a
"confirmed positive" sample.

3. Mandatory entry and re-entry drug tests incurred from late Consent sign-up,
Withdrawal of Consent, and other DTP violations are the financial
responsibility of the student/Parent/Guardian.

4. Counseling, assessment and treatment by non-school agencies are the
financial responsibility of the student/Parent.

5. If a student/Parent is unable to pay for drug testing, the cost may be paid out
of District funds. Criteria for eligibility for financial assistance will be the same
as for the Free and Reduced Lunch Program.

Incentive Program: An incentive program will be established and administered for
those students who are positive role models by testing drug-free (e.g., gift cards
from local businesses and sponsors).

Confidentiality: All records pertaining to students in the Drug Testing Program shall
be held in strict confidence and be kept separate from the student academic
records. These records will be kept in locked files and accessible only to the
Administration and Designees. None of this information shall be kept on any school
computer. Test results will be disclosed only to those who have a legitimate need to
know and will not be divulged to any law enforcement authorities, other agencies or
individuals except when required by law. Records pertaining to a particular student
will be destroyed upon his/her graduation from Big Sandy Public Schools, or within
one year of his/her class graduation.

Statistical Reporting: The District will receive a quarterly report from the testing
company showing the number of tests performed, the rate of positive and negative
results, and the substances found in the positive student samples. The quarterly
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report will not include the individual results of an identifiable student. The testing
company may not release any statistics on the rate of positive drug tests to any
person, organization, news publication, or media without express written consent of
the Board of Trustees.

Severability: If any portion of this policy is deemed to be contrary to the law of the
state of Montana or the United States by judicial decision or an act of Congress,
then only such portion or provision directly deemed to be unconstitutional shall be
stricken, and the remainder of the policy shall remain in full force and e�ect; insofar
as may be practicable.

Definitions

"Activity Student or Participant" means a member of any junior high or high school
extra-curricular and/or co curricular organization, whether or not he or she
participates in interscholastic competition, Opt-in students included.

"Required Testing Activities or RTAs": As used in this policy, this term means any
school-sponsored activity which is an extra-curricular or co-curricular activity,
including all meetings, practices, performances, and competitions. These types of
activities are defined as:

"Co curricular Activities” are those activities that a student participates in outside of
the classroom as a result of being enrolled in a school-o�ered class. This includes
any class, club or field trip.

"Extracurricular Activities" are those school-sponsored activities that take place
outside the regular course of study in school, including, but not limited to, those
activities that are sanctioned or governed by the MHSA.

"Activity Season" is the time period for those activities for which the MHSA
establishes a starting and ending date, including MHSA sanctioned preseason
activities and post-season competitions. For those activities that are not defined by
MHSA starting and ending dates, the time period for starting and ending dates will
be the established time schedule, including preseason and postseason practices,
competitions, and camps: July 1st – June 30th.

"School Year, Calendar Days and Days": School year and Calendar days are all
consecutive days between the first and last day of the scheduled school year,
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beginning on the first day that activities begin in August until the last day of the
academic year or activity schedule, whichever is later, Calendar days do not include
all of summer vacation; therefore, consequences may extend from one school year
into the next school year. School days are instructional days and any portion of an
instructional day. Thus, for example, if students are released at noon on a particular
day, that portion of the day is considered one school day for purposes of
calculating days of suspension

"Random Selection" means a mechanism for selecting activity students for drug
testing that:

• Results in an equal probability that any activity student from a group of
activity students subject to the selection mechanism will be selected, and

• Does not give the School District discretion to waive the selection of any
activity student selected under the mechanism.

"Illegal drugs" means any substance that an individual may not legally sell, possess,
use, distribute or purchase under either Federal or Montana law. "Illegal drugs"
includes, but is not limited to, all prescription drugs obtained without authorization,
and all prescribed and over-the-counter drugs being used for an abusive purpose.
"Illegal drugs" include alcohol and tobacco/nicotine.

"Positive" when referring to a drug test administered under this policy means a
toxicological test result which is considered to demonstrate the presence of illegal or
performance-enhancing drugs or the metabolites thereof using the standards
customarily established by the testing laboratory administering the drug use test. A
positive test does not necessarily mean the subject was "under the influence" of
drugs at the time of the test. Rather, the test detects and measures use of a
particular drug within previous days.

"Performance-Enhancing Drugs" includes anabolic steroids and any other natural or
synthetic substance used to increase muscle mass, strength, endurance, speed, or
other athletic ability. This term does not include dietary or nutritional supplements
such as vitamins, minerals, and proteins that can be lawfully purchased.

DUE PROCESS
If it has been determined that a student has violated the Pioneer Pride
Extracurricular Participation Policy, the Athletic Director and/or the coach/sponsor
will first notify the Superintendent and then the student and parents/guardians will
be notified of the violation in person or by telephone where possible and also by
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mail. A conference with the student, parent/guardian, coach/sponsor,
Superintendent, Athletic Director, and school counselor will be arranged as soon as
possible. At that conference the type of discipline, in accordance to the policy, will be
discussed and administered. Should the student and parent/guardian wish to appeal
the discipline determination, the appeal process shall commence during that
meeting. A letter requesting a meeting with the Board must be received by the
Superintendent within three (3) school days of the conference. The student shall
remain suspended from participation in extracurricular activities as defined by this
policy until a Special Board meeting can be arranged or the next scheduled Board
meeting. The calling of a Special Board meeting will be determined by the
Superintendent and the Board Chair.

EQUIPMENT
Equipment issued to the participant is his/her responsibility and if not returned in
satisfactory condition, the participant will be financially responsible for the
replacement of said equipment. Taping will be done following an injury or when
required by a physician. The athlete can obtain their own brace(s) as needed.

EFFECTIVE DATE
As previously stated, students are held responsible to the Pioneer Pride
Extracurricular Participation Policy from the first day of practice for fall sports until
the last day of the school year, even when the student is not in session (weekends
and holidays) and even when the student is not currently involved in any
extracurricular activity during the policy duration period.

LOCKER ROOM
There should be no horseplay in the locker room. Any swearing or careless use of
facilities will be dealt with severely. The locker room is not a gathering place for free
students. We do not expect you to be there unless an adult is supervising. You will be
asked to leave if it is felt you have no business in this area.

The equipment and towel rooms are o� limits to all students except managers.
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LOSS/REINSTATEMENT OF ELIGIBILITY
● Coaches/advisors who discover their student participants in the unlawful

manufacture, distribution, dispensing, possession or use of any controlled
substance or alcohol or arrested or charged with criminal action shall
immediately suspend the student from participation in the activity pending a
conference between the coach/advisor and the Superintendent, student,
parent/guardian and school counselor. This conference shall be held as soon
as possible. A factual finding supporting suspension shall precipitate actions
outlined in this participation policy.

● Alleged participation policy violations should be reported to coaches/advisors
of the activity in which the student is participating. A factual find warranting
suspension from eligibility shall result in actions stipulated in (A) above.

NOTE: Any person alleging a violation on the part of any student must either
appear in person before the school administration or sign a statement a�rming
personal witnessing or knowledge of the alleged infraction.

● Students and parent/guardian wishing to appeal the decision reached during
the initial conference may request a hearing with the Board of Trustees. Such
requests must be filed in writing within three (3) school days of the day of the
decision, with hearing of the matter to be convened with the Board at a
Special Board meeting determined by the Superintendent and the Board
Chair or at the next scheduled Board meeting. Parents will accompany the
student to the meeting.

MANAGERS
A manager of any major sport is eligible to earn a letter. Letter requirements will be
determined by the coach of each sport. Managers will adhere to all training and
eligibility rules. The Activity Department recognizes the importance of the
managerial position and actively encourages all interested to consider this most
vital position of responsibility. Managers are responsible only to the coach and not
the players.

MHSA ATHLETICS PARTICIPANTS
For participation in Montana High School Association sanctioned athletic contests,
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all students representing Big Sandy High School must meet the following additional
requirements. A student may participate in only one MHSA sanctioned sport at a
time and meet all eligibility requirements of the MHSA and Big Sandy High School.

Basic Eligibility Rules of the MHSA

You are not eligible if:

1. You are 19 years of age on or before midnight, August 31, of any school year.
2. You are in a four-year high school longer than eight semesters or in a three-year

senior high school after six semesters of attendance. Attendance of twenty days or
participation in an activity contest shall constitute a semester’s attendance under this
rule.

3. You are not in regular attendance and passing in at least four solid subjects this
semester.

4. You failed to pass at least four regular subjects of unit weight the last semester you
were in school.

5. You enrolled later than October 15 for the fall semester or later than the eleventh
school day of the spring semester. This rule does not apply to a student who has
transferred from another school.

6. You have graduated from a high school or have enough credits to be entitled to
graduate on any regular graduation date.

7. You have participated in athletics in an institution of learning higher than secondary
rank.

8. You have changed high schools without the corresponding change in residence by
parents or legal guardians. This pertains only to varsity activities.

9. You have been a member of a professional or semi-professional athletic team.
10. You have ever been accepted a personal award exceeding $20 in value given by

anyone except your parents or the Montana High School Association.
11. You ever accepted pay directly, or indirectly, for playing on athletic teams, managing

athletics or playing under an assumed name.
12. You have transferred from another state and a record of your transfer has not been

filed by your principal with the Montana High School Association. There is any undue
influence used by anyone to secure or retain you as a student in this school.

NOTE: There are some exceptions to these MHSA rules. Consult your principal or the
MHSA Handbook.

PERFORMANCE AND GAME RULES
During a performance or game you will be expected to maintain poise at all times.
Avoid the following:

1. Yelling criticism at teammates or other participants.
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2. Excuses for poor performance.
3. Swearing and foul signs.
4. Criticism of o�cials or judges.

Any student committing an act(s) of severe misconduct or unlawful act(s) may
result in the parent being required to travel to the activity site to pick up their
student. This decision will be based on the time required to resolve the incident.

PHYSICAL EXAMINATION
Before competing in a MHSA school activity, on behalf of Big Sandy Schools, each
competing student grades 7-12 (and any 6th grader who is participating in a junior
high sport) must have had a physical examination by a competent physician. A copy
of the results of the examination will be maintained by the high school o�ce. The
district will not pay for any cost incurred by the student for the physical examination.

PRACTICE RULES
Coaches, sponsors and directors will establish practice and meeting rules for their
respective activities.

1. Players and participants will report for scheduled practices and meetings on
time.

2. Players and participants will adhere to the practice and meeting rules as set
by the coach, sponsor or director.

3. Students must be in attendance at school the entire day to practice unless an
extenuating circumstance is approved by administration in advance.

PRESCRIBED DRUGS
This policy is not intended to apply to the use of prescribed drugs under a doctor’s
supervision when those drugs are used in the prescribed manner. Possession is
defined as the use of a prohibited substance, having a prohibited substance in
personal possession, or knowingly (as defined as a reasonably prudent person
would know) being present at a function or gathering at which a prohibited
substance is illegally used.
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REFERRALS
Administration or a school sta� member can be made aware of the violation of this
alcohol/drugs/tobacco policy by any source, including but not limited to, police,
school personnel, counselors, coaches, advisors, community members, parents and
other students.

RESPONSIBILITIES
The Superintendent has the responsibility to update and implement this policy for
extracurricular activities. The Athletic Director and coach/sponsor have the
responsibility of student awareness and implementation of this policy. Students,
who elect to participate in extracurricular activities and parents/guardians are
responsible for understanding this policy and recognizing it in written form.

SELF-REFERRAL
The purpose of this provision of self-referral is to encourage a student participant to
seek help. The voluntary admission may not be used by the student if the training
infraction is already known to the school authorities. See Self-Referrals under Drug
Testing Policy Consequences for more details.

SUSPENSION
Students arrested or charged for anything other than a minor tra�c violation will be
immediately suspended from participation in extracurricular activities until the court
decides the case.

TRAINING REGULATIONS
This policy stated that a student shall not use, have in possession, sell or distribute
alcohol, non-alcoholic malt beverages, tobacco or illegal drugs, nor shall the student
abuse prescription or non-prescription drugs.

This policy further states that students who are found guilty of such activities as the
possession or use of alcohol or illegal drugs, the engagement in criminal activities
such as vandalism, stealing, assault, and other crimes of a violent or dishonest
nature will be in violation of the Pioneer Pride Extracurricular Participation Policy.
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Students are warned repeatedly by both parents and coaches/sponsors to stay
away from situations where illegal drugs and alcohol are present. Should they find
themselves in such situations unknowingly, they need to exit the situation
immediately. Any student participant, manager or auxiliary student choosing to be
in the company of others illegally using alcohol or drugs shall be subject to the
same consequences as those who are in possession or who are using alcohol or
drugs and will be considered guilty by association.

(Policy 3340 & 3350).

Curfew designated by the coach must be adhered to.

Any member of an activity team who is suspended from school is automatically
suspended from all organizations or activities until the administration reinstates the
participant to the specific activity organization.

Students must be in attendance on the date of the event or competition, except on
Saturday or on the day of an out-of-town contest in which the group leaves before
school is dismissed unless excused with prior administrative approval.

The “Pioneer Pride Code” must be signed by the student and parent prior to
competitive participation in the activity.

Training Regulation Appeal:

In the event of extenuating circumstances an appeal can be made through the
school administration chain of command, beginning with the Activities Director.

TRAVEL RULES
Extracurricular groups travel to represent Big Sandy High School and the Big Sandy
community in interscholastic activities. As representatives of this school and
community, students’ behavior while traveling will meet or exceed the standards for
student conduct, as outlined in the Student Handbook.

In addition to Student Handbook rules, traveling participants may not:

• Leave the site of the event unless accompanied by school personnel.

• Gamble at public gaming facilities.

Additional rules may be implemented at the Coach’s/Sponsor’s/Director’s discretion.

To build team unity and spirit, students are expected to:

1. Ride transportation provided by the district to and from each event.
2. If transportation distance to the event is less than the distance to the school
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to meet the bus, the student’s parents can be responsible for student
transport to and from the event. Parents must complete an o�cial
transportation release form in advance of each event.

3. Students may only ride home FROM an event with a parent/guardian or adult
designee with a transportation release form signed by the parent/guardian in
advance of departure from the event.

4. Be on time for bus loading and departure. Students who miss the bus will not
be allowed to participate.

5. Students sitting on the bus will sit with a same gender team member. PDA is
not allowed during any portion of travel.

TOBACCO VIOLATIONS
Violations of the policy in regard to use, having possession of tobacco or tobacco products,
or selling or distributing said products will have the following results:

● 1st o�ense of the school year: Two weeks suspension from school activities. Law will
be contacted.

● 2nd o�ense of the school year: Four weeks suspension from school activities. Law
will be contacted.

● 3rd o�ense of the school year: Ninety (90) school days suspension from school
activities. Also, students must obtain at his/her own expense a professional tobacco
evaluation approved by the administration and follow the evaluator’s
recommendations. Law will be contacted.
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Big Sandy Public Schools Student Drug Testing
Consent Form

Participation in school sponsored extra-curricular and/or co-curricular activities at Big Sandy Public Schools is a privilege.
Activity Students carry a responsibility to themselves, their fellow students, their families, their school, and their community to
set the highest possible examples of conduct, which requires avoiding the use or possession of illegal drugs. Chemical use of
any kind is incompatible with participation in extra-curricular/co-curricular activities at Big Sandy Public Schools.

CONSENT BEFORE PARTICIPATION: Each Activity Student shall be provided with a copy of the Drug Testing Program (DTP),
Pioneer Pride Code, and this Student Drug Testing Consent Form, which shall be read, signed and dated by the Activity Student
and parent/guardian and returned to the school administration before such student shall be eligible to practice or participate
in activities. This consent allows Big Sandy Public Schools to obtain a urine, saliva or other District approved sample from each
Activity Student: a) when the Activity Student is chosen by random selection to provide a sample; b) when mandatory entry,
follow-up or re-entry tests are incurred; c) at any time based on reasonable suspicion to be tested for illegal drugs, and d)
upon Parent/Guardian request.

Student's Last Name (please print) First Name MI

I have been given, read and understand the DTP Policy, Pioneer Pride Code, and this Student Drug Testing Consent Form. I
understand that Big Sandy Public Schools enforce the rules applying to the use or possession of illegal drugs as defined in the
DTP, Pioneer Pride Code and the Student Code of Conduct. As a member of a required testing activity (RTA), I realize that the
personal decisions I make daily in regard to the use or possession of illegal drugs may a�ect my health and well-being, may
endanger those around me, and may reflect negatively upon myself, my family, my activity, my school, and my community. If I
choose to violate school policy regarding the use or possession of illegal drugs. I understand that I will be subject to discipline
and restrictions on my participation as outlined in the DTP, Pioneer Pride Code and the Student Code of Conduct. I consent to
submit to drug testing under the DTP in accordance with the Extra-curricular and Co-curricular Activities Mandatory and
Random Drug Testing Policy.

Signature of Student Date

We have read and understand the DTP policy, Pioneer Pride Code, and this Student Drug Testing Consent Form. We desire that
the student named above participate in the extra-curricular and co-curricular activities of Big Sandy Public Schools. We
consent to the implementation and enforcement of the policy, and we agree that the student named above will be subject to
the policy and will be required to undergo drug testing in order to participate in school activities. We understand the discipline
and restriction on participation that can be enforced against the student for violations as explained in the policy.

Signature of Parent/Guardian Date
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WITHDRAWAL OF CONSENT

I have decided NOT to participate in any required testing activity sponsored by Big Sandy Public Schools for the
remainder of this school year. In order for me to participate in extra-curricular and co curricular activities at a
later date, I understand that I must submit to a mandatory drug test. This withdrawal of consent cannot be used
by a participant to refuse testing upon selection or avoid violation consequences incurred.

Student Signature Date

Parent/Guardian Signature Date
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Pioneer Pride Participation Policy

My signature indicates that I have received, read, and understand the provisions of
the Pioneer Pride Extracurricular Participation Policy that was adopted by the
School Board of Trustees.

Parent/Guardian Signature Date

Student Signature Date

Please return this signature sheet to the District O�ce by Monday, August 28th,
2023.
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