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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

 

A student’s Personal Learning Plan must document a minimum of 22 credits that include the following: 

 1.  Four credits of Language Arts – must include: 

      a.  Composition – 1.5 credits 

      b.  Literature – 1.5 credits: 

           Intro to Lit - .5 credit 

           World Lit - .5 credit 

                        American Literature - .5 credit – required 

           Shakespearean Lit - .5 credit 

           British Lit - .5 credit 

            Women in Lit - .5 credit 

                  c.  Speech - .5 credit 

                  d.  Language Arts elective - .5 credit 

 2.  Three credits of Mathematics – must include: 

                   a.  Algebra I – 1 credit 

                   b.  *Algebra II – 1 credit 

                   c.  *Geometry – 1 credit 

 3.  Three credits of Lab Science – must include: 

       a.  Biology – 1 credit 

       b.  Any Physical Science – 1 credit 

       c.  *Chemistry or Physics – 1 credit 

 4.  Three credits of Social Studies – must include: 

      a.  U.S. History – 1 credit 

      b.  U.S. Government - .5 credit 

      c.  World History - .5 credit 

      d.  Geography - .5 credit 

 5.  ~One credit of the following – any combination: 

      a.  Approved Career & Technical Education 

      b.  Capstone Experience or Service Learning 

      c.  World Language 

 6.  One credit of ^Fine Arts 

 7.  One-half credit of Personal Finance or Economics 

 8.  One-half credit of Physical Education 

 9.  ~One-half credit of Health or Health Integration 

 

*Waiver – With school and parent/guardian approval, a student may waive this course in favor of a more appropriate 

course.  A student may be excused from  Algebra II or Geometry; but not both.  A student is still required to take three 

credits of Math.  If a student is excused from  Chemistry or Physics, the student must still take three credits of Lab 

Sciences. 

 

~Required for the fall of 2013 

Regarding the health requirements: Beginning with students who are freshmen in the fall of 2013, students will be 

required to take .5 credit of health at any times grades 6-12.  A district may choose to integrate health across the 

curriculum at the middle or high school level in lieu of a stand-alone course. 

 

^Local decision.  A district may decide to offer credit for extracurricular Fine Arts activities.  Students may be granted 

up to one credit in Fine Arts for participation in extracurricular activities.  A maximum of ¼ credit may be granted for 

each activity in each school year. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 

 

English Composition I  .5 credit 

Prerequisites:  None Grades 9-10 
 This semester class will focus on grammar units and writing papers using The Elements of Language 

textbook.  Papers include comparison/contrast, personal narrative, description, and an I-Search Paper and 

Presentation.  This is a required class for graduation. 

 

English Composition II .5 credit 

Prerequisites:  Eng. Comp I Grades 10-11 

 This course is a continuation of compositions using the Elements of Language series.  Students will 

learn methods for improving writing style while writing essays in the following genres:  narrative, 

descriptive, expository, and persuasive.  The research paper for this class presents a study of American 

history and its influence on literature.  Students will keep an on-going journal and study vocabulary.  

Composition II is a semester-long course. 

 

English Composition III .5 credit 

Prerequisites:  Eng. Comp II Grades 11-12 

 This semester class focuses on grammar units that are deemed necessary before going on to college 

or vocational school.  Good writing is stressed using The Elements of Language (course 6).  The papers 

assigned include:  comparison/contrast, literary analysis, reflective essay, cause and effect, and an 8-10 page 

research paper project at the end.  This is a required class for graduation. 

 

Technical Writing             .5 credit 

Prerequisities:  None           Grade 12 
An introductory course for students entering their senior year focusing on the skills of communicating 

information about technical subjects within a work setting. Students write reports, instructions, summaries, e-mails, 

and memos; develop audience awareness skills; develop skills in document layout and design, including Web design; 

and collaborate in a group project. Students will also be directed in the “Fish Philosophy” and complete a packet of 

guided assignments connected to the philosophy. A senior research paper will be completed in this class connected to 

your Senior Capstone Project also.  

Speech .5 credit 

Prerequisites:  None Grades 9-10 

 Students will study the art of writing and delivering speeches using the textbook, Creative 

Communication.  The students will write and deliver approximately 12 speeches, as well as practice 

outlining, listening, and researching skills.  This is a required class to graduate. 

 

AP English Literature and Composition 1 credit 

Prerequisites:  English III Grade 12 

 This AP English Literature and Composition course is a rigorous college-level course of challenging 

reading (novels, short stories, dramas, and poetry) and literary analysis, as well as other academic writing 

and oral presentation.  This course is designed to challenge students to stretch beyond current levels of skill 

to better meet the challenges of the AP English Literature and Composition exam and the rigorous standards 

of universities.   

Course objectives:  1. Students will read for comprehension.       

          2. Students will write analyses of short stories and poetry. 

        3. Students will write to effectively communicate understanding of literature. 

        4. Students will think critically to become a more literate citizen. 

 

 



 

Shakespearean Literature .5 credit 

Prerequisites:  None Grades 10-12 

 This semester-long course will allow students to study the life and times of William Shakespeare.  

Students will discuss and analyze several Shakespearean plays such as Julius Caesar, Macbeth, and A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream.  Students will do focused research on one aspect of life during Elizabethan 

times.  As time permits, other works of Shakespeare will be included in the course of study. 

 

American Literature           .5 credit 

Prerequisites: None          Grades 10-12 

 The primary text for American literature is Prentice Hall’s Literature:  The American Experience. 

Students will be exposed to a wide variety of genres and time periods, and study will focus on how various 

developments in American history affected our national literature.  American authors studied include John 

Smith, Benjamin Franklin, Emily Dickenson, Henry David Thoreau, Mark Twain, Arthur Miller, and many 

others. 

 

High School Grammar          .5 credit 

Prerequisites: None          Grades 10-12 

 This class will offer an advanced study of grammar, usage, and mechanics.  This course is designed 

to help correct common errors in writing and speaking.  In addition, vocabulary study will focus on ACT 

preparation.  This is a semester-long course. 

 

Women in Literature            .5 credit 

Prerequisites: None          Grades 10-12 

 In this semester class we will read and discuss, explore themes that have concerned girls and women 

throughout history and today.  A variety of texts will be used, and many genre of literature will be read:  non-

fiction essay, short story, poetry, drama, and novel.  Most of the material covered will be written by women 

and about their struggles, feelings, concerns, roles, and importance or lack of it in society at different periods 

of time. 

 

Introduction to Literature          .5 credit 

Prerequisites: None          Grades 9-10 

 This is a basic literature class to introduce students to all different genre of literature.  Using the text 

Literature 9 from Prentice Hall, students will practice strategies to improve their reading comprehension.  

This is a semester long class.  Along with the literature anthology of short stories, nonfiction, drama, and 

poetry, one or two novels will be read. 

 

World Literature            .5 credit 

Prerequisites: None          Grades 9-10 

 This semester long class includes reading and studying a variety of authors, writing styles, and genre.  

Using the text Literature 10 from Prentice Hall, students will participate in and practice pre-reading 

activities, reading comprehension strategies, and recording reactions and thoughts to the literature.  Short 

stories, drama, novel (To Kill a Mockingbird,) nonfiction, and poetry from various places across the world 

will be studied. 

 

British Literature           .5 credit 

Prerequisites: None          Grades 11-12 

 In this semester long class, students will study classic literature from British historic and current 

authors.  Shakespeare’s Hamlet, Chaucer’s Wife of Bath’s Tale, and Dickens’ Tale of Two Cities are included 

in the reading list.  Other poetry and short story will be read and studied also. 

 



 

Contemporary Novels           1 credit 

Prerequsities:  None          Grades 9-12 
Contemporary Novel is a full year course for students who enjoy reading for pleasure or feel they 

need more reading experience. In this course, you are required to read four novels per semester and turn in a 

project at the end of each novel read. Two of the four novels in each semester will be novels from a list the 

instructor has chosen. You will be given a reading schedule for each of these modern novels. Class projects 

include reading for the elementary grades, creating a children’s book with the illustration done by Mrs. 

Witt’s Art Class, helping with Read Across America and any help we can give to our own high school 

library.  

 

MATH 

 

Algebra I 1 credit 

Prerequisites:  Pre Algebra   Grades 9-12 

 Algebra I is a required two-semester course.  Major emphasis is on basic algebraic operations, 

including linear and quadratic equations and their graphs, fractional equations, exponents, radicals, algebraic 

expressions, and applications of computations.  Use of scientific calculators is encouraged. 

 

Geometry 1 credit 

Prerequisites:  Algebra I Grades 9-12 

 Major emphasis is on the use of inductive and deductive reasoning for proofs, perimeter, area, and 

volume, congruence and similarity, geometric constructions (with compass and straightedge), circles, 

triangles, polygons, and polyhedron.  Use of scientific calculators is encouraged. 

 

Algebra II 1 credit 

Prerequisites:  Algebra I and Geometry Grades 10-12 

 Algebra II is a mathematics elective.  Topics of study include linear, quadratic, exponential, and 

polynomial functions, graphing, factoring, powers, sequences, and probability.  A scientific calculator is 

required. 

 

Precalculus 1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Algebra II Grades 11-12 

 Precalculus is a mathematics elective.  Major emphasis is on advanced algebra concepts, functions 

(linear, quadratic, exponential, polynomial), trigonometry (trig equations, triangle trig, trig formulas and 

identities), probability, and statistics.  A graphing calculator is required and supplied by the school. 

 

Calculus 1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Precalculus Grade 12 

 Calculus is a mathematics elective.  Major emphasis is on limits, differentiation, integration, and 

transcendental functions.  Applications in each of these areas are stressed.  The option of taking the AP 

Calculus test at the end of the course to earn a semester of college credit is available. 

 

Applied Business Mathematics 1 credit 

Prerequisites:  None Grades 10-12 

 The subject matter of Applied Business Mathematics is divided into coordinated units of related 

material.  Each unit is divided into correlated sections, arranged in logical order, which develop segments of 

the larger subject matter of the unit.  The sections, in turn, are divided into parts; and each part is subdivided 

into topics, representing specific problem situations or arithmetical processes, arranged in graded sequence.  

In this way, an orderly, progressive development of principles and processes is maintained from topic to 

topic, part-to-part, section-to-section, and unit-to-unit. 

 



 

TECHNOLOGY 

 

Photographic Arts .5 credit 

Prerequisite:  None  Grades 10-12 

 Photographic Arts is a one semester course that will focus on topics such as camera functions, 

elements of photography, lighting, and elements of framing a picture, which will lead you to take better and 

more interesting pictures.  Students will use a digital SLR camera. 

 

Advanced Photographic Arts .5 credit 

Prerequisite:  Photographic Arts Grades 10-12 

 Advanced Photographic Arts is a one semester course that builds on the skills learned in basic 

photography.  This course will focus on editing digital photography using Adobe Photoshop and other 

editing programs. 

 

Digital Media Technology          1 credit 

Prerequisite:  None            Grades 11-12 

 This course will explore the features of Google Apps for Education, including Google docs, Google 

sites.  Students will learn about how to create a positive web presence using applications such as blogs and 

wikis as well as what it means to be socially responsible using sites like Facebook, Twitter, etc.  New sites 

for web design, photo editing, video creation and presenting will be investigated. 

 

Computer Graphics                1 credit 

Prerequisites:  None                 Grades 11-12 

 The overall objective of this class is to learn the mechanics of writing news stores and feature stories 

as well as basic design for newspapers and yearbooks.  These skills are applied as the class works on the 

school newspaper and yearbook. 

 

SCIENCE 

 

Physical Science 1 credit 

Prerequisites:  None Grade 9 

 Physical science is a required course for 9
th

 grade that is divided into two subject areas: 

1.  Basic Concepts of Chemistry:  Matter, Periodic Law, Chemical Reactions.    

2.  Basic Concepts of Physics: Motion, Forces, Machines, Heat, Energy, Waves, Electricity, Magnetism. 

 

This course satisfies both the Board of Education and Board of Regents’ requirements for college entrance. 

 

Biology 1 credit 

Prerequisite:  Physical Science Grade 10 

 The Biology course is required for those students in the 10
th

 grade.  The following themes are 

followed throughout the course:  1. Reproduction and Inheritance,  2. Development, 3. Structure and 

Function, 4. Ecology, 5. Science and Technology. 

Specific topics that will be covered are the following: 

 1.  Biological Principles, 2. Cells, 3. Genetics, 4. Invertebrates and Vertebrates, 5. Biotechnology. 

This course satisfies both the Board of Education and Board of Regents’ requirements for college entrance. 

  

Advanced Biology 1 credit 

Prerequisites:  Physical Science & Biology Grades 11-12 

 The Advanced Biology course is for those students that have passed Physical Science & Biology.  

Seniors will be given first priority.  Class is limited to 20 students.  The following themes are followed 



 

throughout the course: Reproduction and Inheritance, Development, Structure and Function, Energy 

Relationships, Ecology, Science and Technology. 

Specific topics that will be covered are the following: Botany, Human Biology/Anatomy, Microorganisms,  

Ecology, and Biotechnology. 

This course satisfies both the Board of Education and Board of Regents’ requirements for college entrance. 

 

Chemistry 1 credit 

Prerequisites:  Completed Physical Science & Biology Successfully Grades 11-12 

 In chemistry students learn facts, formulas and principles concerning the chemical make-up of the 

world around them.  Upon successful completion of this course, students will have developed critical-

thinking and problem-solving skills that will be applicable not only to chemistry, but to their everyday life. 

This class is geared toward the college-bound student. 

 

Advanced Chemistry 1 credit 

Prerequisites:  Chemistry Grade 12 

 Students study acids/bases, kinetics, thermodynamics, organic chemistry, and electrochemistry.  This 

second year chemistry course also incorporates college freshman chemistry. 

 

Physics 1 credit 

Prerequisites:  Algebra II, Physical Science, Biology Grades 11-12 

 Physics deal with mechanics, waves, sound & light, electricity & magnetism, modern physics (atomic 

& nuclear), and robotics.  Students completing this class will have a good understanding of how physics 

work in their lives. 

 

AP Physics 1 credit 

Prerequisites:  Algebra I & II Grade 11-12 

 This is a general physics course with a problem-solving component requiring an Algebra 2 level of 

mathematics preparation and will include basic trigonometry (taught in the course).  The topics to be covered 

in the first semester are Measurements, Mechanics, Fluids, Thermodynamics, and Circular and Rotational 

Motion.  The topics to be covered in the second semester are Electricity, Magnetism, Waves and Modern 

Physics. 

 

SOCIAL SCIENCE 

 

World Geography (West Hemisphere) .5 credit 

Prerequisites:  None Grade 10 

 This one semester class provides a half a credit towards the social science requirements.  The course 

offers a study of the world’s population and culture.  The class will focus upon landscape, climate and 

cultures of the West Hemisphere.  Students will also be involved in the cartography of West Hemisphere.  

There is also a unit on South Dakota.  Current events are also included. 

 

United States History (1865-Present) 1 credit 

Prerequisites:  None Grade 11 

 The course investigates the meaning of past history in the United States from the end of the Civil War 

to present time.  The student will better understand our political and social attitudes and allow formation of 

ideas for the future.  Special emphasis is placed on awareness of democratic ideas, citizenship, diversity and 

technology of the history of the United States.  The student will be required to keep a notebook of class 

materials and learn about civic responsibilities.  The learning process will use simulating activities, current 

events, visual presentation and discussion to challenge the students to find quality answers to an ever-

changing country. 

 



 

World History II (1939-present) (1 semester) .5 credit 

Prerequisites:  None Grades 9-12 

 This class is a study of world history from 1939 to the present.  Emphasis is placed on conflicts and 

challenges of the changing world.  Class time will discuss a range of subjects (Latin America, Middle East, 

Asia, and the western world).  Lecture, video, and thought-provoking assignments will be provided in 

modern technology.  Current events will also be used in this class. 

 

Psychology .5 credit 

Prerequisites:  None Grades 11-12 

Psychology is a general psychology class designed to provide students with tools to help them gain 

insight into their own behavior, as well as their relationships with others.  It explores the influence of society 

on individual behavior and group relationships.  It also explains biological explanations for human behavior 

as well as a brief introduction of the various schools of psychology. 

 

Sociology .5 credit 

Prerequisites:  None Grades 11-12 

 Sociology is a one semester class and will study the nature and dynamics of human society.  Basic 

concepts include:  culture, groups, personality, social institutions, social processes, and major social forces.  

This course provides a foundation for understanding inequality and the structured nature of privilege and 

disadvantages in society.  Theoretical perspectives will review systematic stratification processes informed 

by class, race, and gender and their intersection. 

 

Contemporary World Issues (Current Affairs) 1 credit 

Prerequisites:  None Grades 11-12 

Contemporary World Issues uses Newsweek magazine and daily newspapers as well as the Internet 

to make students aware of everyday issues.  The class will allow students to develop the ability to distinguish 

between the facts and opinions in newscasts and other media.  Students will develop the ability to evaluate 

news articles, and understand that contemporary issues are often conflicts that repeatedly manifest 

themselves throughout history. 

 

American Government .5 credit 

Prerequisites:  US History Grade 12 

American Government will provide students with the knowledge, concepts, values and skills to 

become effective citizens of the United States.  It should facilitate responsible decision-making and 

participation in the political system of our nation.  The class includes a brief overview of the history of our 

political system as well as the formation of political parties.  The main emphasis of the course is the study of 

the three branches of our government and civil rights.  Current events are also used. 

 

 FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
 

Spanish I 1 credit 

Prerequisites:  None Grades 9-12 

 This class will introduce Spanish-speaking cultures language.  Students will study basic principles of 

reading, writing, listening, and speaking the Spanish language.  Students will learn elementary grammar 

rules, vocabulary, and sentence structure.  The students will participate in textbook activities, drills, games, 

and projects.  This is a year-long course. 

 

Spanish II 1 credit 

Prerequisites:  Spanish I Grades 10-12 

 Students will continue to review, build, and study the basic grammar, vocabulary and sentence 

structure learned in Spanish I.  They will learn new verb tenses (future and past tense).  Food, home, and 



 

traveling units will be covered.  Reading, writing, listening, and speaking activities will be practiced as well 

as other projects.  This is a year-long course. 

 

BUSINESS 

 

Accounting I 1 credit 

Prerequisites:  None Grades 10-12 

 This course is recommended for all students, as a background for keeping personal and business 

records or as a background for students interested in business careers.  The class includes journalizing 

transactions, preparing financial statements and payrolls, posting and other accounting principals. 

 

Accounting II (Automated Accounting) 1 credit 

Prerequisites:  Accounting I Grades 11-12 

 Automated Accounting is a second year accounting class, which takes the principles and theory of 

Accounting I and applies them to computerized accounting.  Such study teaches more advanced accounting 

skills and develops values and attitudes useful in gaining entry into the field of accounting.  Also, a 

knowledge of accounting is important to young people seeking to enter computer-related jobs or various 

other office positions. 

 

Business Law .5 credit 

Prerequisites:  None Grades 11-12 

 Business law is a very interesting subject because every chapter deals with real life experiences.  The 

problems studied in the book reflect true situations where business law has a major impact on the lives of 

young persons, such as you and your friends, as well as on adults and business firms.  The learning material 

will help you to achieve an understanding of legal principles which will be useful throughout your life. 

 

Personal Finance .5 credit 

Prerequisites:  None Grades 11-12 

 Personal Finance is a class that teaches financial responsibility to students.  Students will discover 

new ways to maximize earning potential.  They will also learn to manage their income, understand checking 

accounts and credit cards, and gain insight into the different ways of investing.  The information presented in 

the Personal Finance class will be information used for a lifetime. 

 

Banking               .5 credit 

Prerequisites:  None                Grades 11-12  
Banking is an excellent class for any individual who has an interest in business and finance.  To 

understand banking you must understand banks sell their services to earn money.  They market and manage 

those services in a competitive field.  In many ways, banks are like other businesses that must earn a profit to 

survive.  Understanding this fundamental idea helps explain how banks work and helps you understand many 

modern trends in banking and finance. 

 

VOCATIONAL 

 

Ag Ed I  1 credit 

Prerequisites:  None Grade 9-12 

 In this course, students develop the necessary knowledge, skills, habits, and attitudes for entry-level 

employment and advancement in areas such as horticulture, research, and production agriculture.  Classroom 

and laboratory content may be enhanced by utilizing appropriate equipment and technology.  Algebra, 

biology, English, and human relations skills will be reinforced in the course. Opportunities for application of 

clinical and leadership skills are provided by participation in the FFA activities, conferences, and skills 

competition.  Each student will be expected to complete a Supervised Agricultural Experience project.  



 

Topics covered in class:  plant anatomy, plant physiology, biotechnology, plant nutrition, soil, plant 

selection, plan reproduction, plant propagation, plant production, pest management, harvesting, handling, 

storing, and marketing. 

 

Ag Ed II Fundamental Animal  Science   1 credit 

Prerequisites:  None Grade 10-12 

 This class will address the basic knowledge and skills necessary to care for and meet the needs of 

animals.  Classroom and laboratory content should be enhanced by utilizing appropriate equipment and 

technology.  Algebra, English, biology and human relations skills will be reinforced in the course.  Work-

based learning strategies appropriate for this course are school-based enterprises and field trips.  This class is 

reinforced through the FFA and SAE project through Livestock Career Development Events and Proficiency 

Awards.  Each student will be expected to complete a Supervised Agricultural Experience or Internship 

project.  Topics covered in course:  anatomy and physiology, breeds, safety, nutrition, health, reproduction, 

genetics, performance, and consumer concerns. 

 

 

Ag Ed III - Wildlife and Fisheries – fall           .5 credit 

Prerequisites:  None                  Grades 11-12 

 In this semester course, students gain skills beneficial to seeking careers in the many facets of 

wildlife and fisheries.  This course addresses the biological and environmental issues related to wildlife and 

fisheries management within our state.  Work-based learning strategies appropriate for this course are 

school-based enterprises and field trips.  Opportunities for application of clinical and leadership skills are 

provided by participation in FFA activities, conferences and skills competitions such as the Natural 

Resources Career Development Event or related proficiency award areas.  All students are expected to 

complete a Supervised Agricultural Experience program.  Topics covered:  fish and wildlife management, 

fish species, wildlife species, habitat, hunting, fishing, regulations, processing game and fish for 

consumption, safety, animal behaviors, and disease. 

 

Ag Ed III - Plant Science/Horticulture - spring .5 credit 

Prerequisites:  None Grade 11-12 

 This class is designed to give students a background in natural resource systems and the many career 

opportunities available in the field.  It addresses the biological and environmental issues related to Natural 

Resources within our state.  Classroom and laboratory content may be enhanced by utilizing appropriate 

equipment and technology.  Biology, statistics, algebra, English, and human relations skills will be 

reinforced throughout the course.  Opportunities for application of clinical and leadership skills are provided 

by participation in the FFA organization through activities, conferences, and skills competition such as the 

natural resources career development event or related proficiency awards.  Each student will be expected to 

complete a Supervised Agricultural Experience project/internship.  Topics covered in course:  environmental 

relationships, resource management, cartography, environmental health, weather, natural cycles, plant and 

tree identification, soils, hydrology, and forestry. 

 

Ag Ed IV - Leadership and Personal Development - fall                  .5 credit 

Prerequisites:  None               Grade 12 

 This course provides students fundamental skills for success in careers and team environments.  Each 

student will be expected to complete a Supervised Agricultural Experience program.  English, speech and 

human relations skills will be reinforced in the course.  Work-based learning strategies appropriate for this 

course are school-based enterprises, field trips and internships.  Topics covered:  personal growth, goal 

setting, career skills, FFA, parliamentary procedure, leadership skills, teamwork, effective communication, 

and public speaking. 

 

Ag Ed IV - Agribusiness Entrepreneurship - spring          .5 credit 



 

Prerequisites:  None                 Grade 12 

 This second semester class is designed to give students a background in the decision making process, 

day-to-day management skills and financial management required to operate an agribusiness.  Classroom and 

laboratory content may be enhanced by utilizing appropriate equipment and technology.  Mathematics, 

English and human relations skills will be reinforced in the course.  Opportunities for application of clinical 

and leadership skills are provided by participation in FFA activities, conferences, skills competitions and 

entrepreneurship proficiency awards.  Each student will be expected to complete a Supervised Agricultural 

Experience Program/Internship.  Topics covered:  applications in agricultural business management and 

operation, economic principles, business structures, decision making, budgeting, recordkeeping, finance, risk 

management, marketing, technology in business, careers in agribusiness management. 

 

Shop I - Fundamental of Ag Structures Technology 1 credit 

Prerequisites:  None Grades 9-12 

 This course is offered to meet the basic needs of agricultural structures industry.  Classroom and 

laboratory content may be enhanced by utilizing appropriate equipment and technology.  Algebra, geometry, 

trigonometry, English and human relations skills will be reinforced in the course.  Work-based learning 

strategies appropriate for this course are school-based enterprises and field trips.  This class is reinforced 

through the FFA and SAE project Ag Mechanics Career Development Events and related Proficiency 

Awards.  Each student will be expected to complete a Supervised Agricultural Experience or Internship 

project.  Topics covered:  safety, plan creation, cost estimation, ag structure assembly, electricity, land 

measurements, and surveying.    

 

Shop II - Fundamental Ag Mechanics - fall            .5 credit 

Prerequisites:  None                  Grades 10-12 

 This course is offered to help students build basic knowledge and skills in the area of Agricultural 

Mechanics.  Algebra, geometry, English and human relations skills will be reinforced in the course.  Work-

based learning strategies appropriate for this course are school-based enterprises and field trips.  

Opportunities for application of clinical and leadership skills are provided by participation in FFA activities, 

conferences and skills competition such as the Ag Mechanics Career Development Event or related 

proficiency award areas.  Each student will be expected to complete a Supervised Agricultural Experience 

program/Internship.  Topics covered: safety, maintenance of mechanical equipment and agricultural 

technology, servicing and testing mechanical systems, internal combustion engines, hydraulics, project 

planning, metal fabrication, and electricity. 

 

Shop II - Ag Metal Fabrication Technology - spring .5 credit 

Prerequisites:  None Grades 9-12 

 This course prepares students for careers in the metal fabrication industry in the Power, Structural & 

Technical Systems Career Pathway.  Classroom and laboratory content may be enhanced by utilizing 

appropriate equipment and technology.  Geometry, physical science, physics, English and human relations 

skills will be reinforced in the course.  Work-based learning opportunities appropriate for this course are 

school-based enterprises and field trips.  Opportunities for application of clinical and leadership skills are 

provided by participation in FFA activities, conference and career development events. Each student will be 

expected to complete a Supervised Agricultural Experience or Internship project.  Topics covered: careers in 

metal fabrication, welding preparation and safety procedures, properties of materials, project design and 

construction procedures, welding fundamentals, shielded metal arc welding, metal inert gas welding, oxy-

acetylene, brazing and torch cutting, plasma cutting, and tungsten inert gas welding.   

 

FINE ARTS 

 

Band 1 credit 

Prerequisites:  None Grades 9-12 



 

 High school band meets every day.  During the first nine weeks our jr. high band combines with the 

high school for the marching season.  This increases our sound, helps teach the younger students marching 

fundamentals and helps prepare the jr. high to play pep band as well.  At the beginning of the second nine 

weeks the band splits and the jr. high move to another time.  The high school then begins to prepare for the 

Christmas concert.  We also work on music for the Region V contest held in Kimball each February.  

Students work on a variety of solos and ensemble music for this event.  The Region V Large Group contest is 

held in March, in which the band also competes.  A Spring Concert and our performance at Memorial Day 

finish out the year.  Our high school takes a band trip to Minneapolis every two years (when the school year 

ends on an even number).  All these events are used to help teach and reinforce music fundamentals. 

 

Chorus .5 credit 

Prerequisites:  Auditions with choir director Grades 9-12 

 The high school chorus consists of five groups that meet once a week.  All groups perform at the 

Christmas and Spring concerts, Large Group contest, as well as other school and community events as the 

need arises. 

Mixed Chorus – This group is open to all high school students.  The other groups are comprised of members  

     of this group. 

Women’s Chorus – This ensemble performs alone and as part of the mixed chorus. 

Men’s Chorus – This ensemble performs alone and as part of the mixed chorus. 

Swing Choir – This is an auditioned ensemble consisting of 12-24 members. 

Select Choir – Members audition for a maximum of 32 positions.  This group performs upper level literature. 

 

Music Appreciation .5 credit 

Prerequisites:  None Grades 9-12 

 Music appreciation is a semester course.  The fall and spring semesters cover different material so 

students may elect to enroll for both semesters.  The units covered in the fall include the history of music 

from Gregorian Chant to Contemporary styles and Basic Guitar.   Spring units include instruments of the 

orchestra, basic theory, and American Musical theater. 

 

Art Appreciation I 1 credit 

Prerequisites:  None Grades 9-12 

 In this course you will be introduced to the basic concepts of art and design through the use of 

various mediums, techniques and procedures.  The course content includes:  drawing, color study, 

perspective, printing, painting, design, art history, and three dimensional experiences.  Throughout the year 

you will complete various projects that will develop your skills and help you gain an appreciation for various 

art forms.  There is a materials fee for this class. 

 

Art Appreciation II 1 credit 

Prerequisites:  Art I or permission of the instructor Grades 10-12 

In this course you will continue to review and refine the skills and concepts introduced in Art I.  Your 

art/studio experiments will be based on the art elements of space, line, texture, color, value, shape and form 

and the related principles.  The course content includes:  drawing, color theory, painting, printing, design, 

perspective, composition, sculpting (and/or altering an existing design) and other three dimensional 

experiences.  You will be expected to complete projects reflecting your individual style with creativity, 

knowledge and skill.  There is a materials fee for this class. 

 

OTHER ELECTIVES 

 

Recreation Education 1 credit 

Prerequisites:  None Grades 9-12 



 

 High School Physical Education will center on lifetime fitness activities.  Golf, bowling, line 

dancing, weight lighting, and badminton are a few of the units to be covered.  Participation and a willingness 

to try new activities are essential to the class. 

 

Youth Internships (Employability) .5 credit 

Prerequisites:  None Grade 12 

 In this class, students will learn about problem solving, work related problems, community service, 

money management, and getting and keeping a job.  Job seeking skills such as filling out work applications, 

resume writing, employer contracts, and interviewing are addressed. 

 Students will learn how to keep a job through actual experience.  The importance of good attendance, 

punctuality, appropriate attitudes and behavior, appearance, interpersonal relations and completing of job 

assignments is experienced.   



 

 

MY HIGH SCHOOL CAREER OVERVIEW 

 

 

FRESHMAN      | SOPHOMORE 

       | 

Required Classes:   Credit  | Required Classes:  Credit 

1.  9
th

 English        1  | 1.  10
th

 English      1 

2.  Physical Science       1   | 2.  Biology       1 

3.  Math (Alg 1, Geom)      1  | 3.  Math (Geometry, Alg 2)     1 

4.  World History       .5  | 4.  Geography        .5 

      | 

Electives:      | Electives: 

       | 

5.  ________________________________  | 5.  ____________________________ 

6._________________________________  | 6.  ____________________________ 

7. _________________________________  | 7.  ____________________________ 

       | 

Activities:      | Activities: 

__________________________________  | _______________________________ 

__________________________________  | _______________________________ 

__________________________________  | _______________________________ 

__________________________________  | _______________________________ 

       | 

       | 

       | 

JUNIOR      | SENIOR* 

       | 

Required Classes:   Credit  | Required Classes:  Credit 

1.  11
th

 English      1  | 1.  12
th

 English      1 

2.  U.S. History      1  | 2.  U.S. Government      .5 

       | 

Electives:      | Electives: 

3._________________________________  | 3. _____________________________ 

4. _________________________________  | 4. _____________________________ 

5. _________________________________  | 5. _____________________________ 

6. _________________________________  | 6. _____________________________ 

7. _________________________________  | 7. _____________________________ 

       | 

Activities:      | Activities: 

___________________________________  | ________________________________ 

___________________________________  | ________________________________ 

___________________________________  | ________________________________ 

___________________________________  | ________________________________ 

 

*1 credit of Fine Arts is required for graduation. 

An additional ½ credit of Social Science is required for graduation.  


