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Go Bills! High School Gym Flying New Banners
More improvements have come to the Depew High School Gym in the form of new athletic 
banners! A special thanks goes to Tim Rogacki for painting the Gym in preparation for 
Natalie (Osika) Sabal, an ‘02 Depew High School alumna for installing the banners through 
her Ninja Graphics design company. Also added were banners for our Wildcat Basketball 
1,000 Point Club!

Mr. Ertel’s class supporting the hometown 
team! Pictured left, top row: Holden Kobielski 
and Ryan Burns, bottom row: Brayden 
Hausberger and Zachary Krawczyk.

The students in Mrs. Schaaf’s class were 
ecstatic the Buffalo Bills made it to the playoffs 
this year! They made Buffalo Bills art to hang 
in their windows at home to show their 
hometown support before the big game. 

Food Service 
Announcement 
Free breakfasts and lunches will be 
available for 
all students 
through 
June 24, 2021. 
For the most  
up-to-date 
information on meal distribution,  
please regularly check our website,  
www.depewschools.org/page/food-service.
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Message from the Superintendent

Starting 2021 on a High Note: 
Hybrid Learners Return 
The year 2021 has started with much to be proud of so far. Our hybrid 
learning students were able to come back to our buildings beginning on January 4. We love 
seeing the smiles in their eyes (and their Buffalo Bills gear too!).

We released a new COVID-19 Testing plan in December following the new Micro-cluster 
Zone guidance from New York State. Under Orange Cluster Zone guidelines, we were 
expected to test 20% of our student and staff in-person population per month. With a 
population of in-person attendance of approximately 1,774 faculty, staff, and students, 20% 
of that total would mean that we would need to randomly test approximately 360 people 
over 30 days, but no more that 10% bi-weekly.
The final month of 2020 for us in schools meant a time to prepare for these testing 
requirements and for our students’ return. To execute our testing plan, we collaborated with 
both the Erie County Department of Health and HealthWorks WNY.  This unique partnership 
allowed us to order and administer the BinaxNOW testing cards.  
We then released a plan for drive thru testing, which has been very successful in making sure 
the non-invasive nostril tests were administered quickly and efficiently around parent and 
student availability. Conducted at the Depew Schools Transportation Department, individuals 
who consented to testing are notified on which date to report to the testing site in advance. 
I would like to take the time to thank all of our students, faculty and staff – over 825 – who 
consented to the random testing. As well as all of our wonderful nurses; Nancy Fayad and 
Julie Smith from Cayuga Heights Elementary School, Lynne Martin from the Depew Middle 
School and Meghan Kutas from the Depew High School, who have gone above and beyond, 
not just in testing our students and staff, but to make sure they saw a friendly and familiar 
face when it happened. I also want to give a shout out to Hugo the Chef for his video with 
Cayuga Heights Nurse Julie Smith. Hugo and Nurse Julie helped show our youngest students 
the safety equipment our nurses wear, and that testing is not scary. You can watch the video 
on the District’s YouTube channel, www.youtube.com/DepewUnionFreeSchoolDistrict. 
As of January 21, we tested a total of 360 individuals or the required 20% of our in-person 
population.  This resulted in 358 negative test results and 2 positive test results for a 0.6% 
positivity rate. I think these numbers show our school-community’s dedication to staying 
safe and keeping students in the classroom, in the hallways and in extracurricular programs. 
It is now more important than ever for everyone to remain vigilant in social distancing, mask 
wearing, and hand washing.
The good news kept coming when Erie County was removed from the Micro Cluster Zones 
at the end of January, meaning we can continue our hybrid learning without mandated testing. 
For any additional information on the COVID-19 Testing Plan and important updates, please 
visit our website at www.depewschools.org. You can also keep up with student news and 
school announcements on our district Facebook and Twitter accounts. 
The new year is also ushering in a new solution to the pandemic and our faculty and staff 
have voluntarily begun the COVID-19 vaccination process under the 1B rollout. I hope this 
is a sign that we will see a full return to normalcy in the very near future. I am proud of the 
steps we have taken so far, and we will continue to do what is right for our students and staff 
going forward. 
Sincerely, 
Jeffrey Rabey, Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools

DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Sounds of the 
Season At Home
The Depew bands and choruses came 
together to create videos 
to entertain the Depew 
School Community 
during the holiday 
season. Although students 
were learning remotely, 
seasonal classics were set 
to pictures, videos and 
student artwork. Thank 
you to the DHS Band, 
DHS Chorus, Men’s 
Chorus, Concert Choir 
and the Cayuga Heights 
4th and 5th grade band 
and art department for making the season 
bright! More virtual concerts are planned 
for the future, so stay tuned!

Good Neighbor of the 
Year Award
Academy of Finance Director, Work-
Based Learning Coordinator and DECA 
Co-Advisor Eileen Cartonia was named 
the Good 
Neighbor 
of the Year 
2020 by Good 
Neighbors 
Credit Union. 
Mrs. Cartonia 
was one of the 
main catalysts 
in getting a 
student-run 
credit union 
branch open 
at Depew High School. She was chosen 
for her innovativeness and passion for 
giving her students the best opportunities 
she can.
In its third year, the Good Neighbor 
Award was started in 2017 for the 
credit union to show appreciation for 
individuals’ efforts for the community.  

Mrs. Cartonia (second from 
left) accepts her award from 
Good Neighbors Credit Union 
representatives.
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DEPEW UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Message from Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Personnel 

Keeping up with Social-Emotional Needs
We have reached the midpoint of the 2020-21 school year and I am amazed each day by 
the way our students, your children, are dealing with the changes they are facing. As I visit 
classes in all three buildings, I see students collaborating with each other, learning new things, 
practicing skills and enjoying school to the best of their ability. This is true for all students, at 
home and at school.
This wouldn’t be possible without your support and efforts at home, and the hard work and dedication of our 
teachers and staff.  Keeping schools open and safe, and educating your children is a group effort, not to be taken 
lightly. Across the entire globe people are facing these challenges, and the Depew community has risen to the 
occasion. It is important as we move into the second half of the school year to keep up the momentum that was 
set with our “Soft Opening” in September.
Our first eight days of school focused on the overall well-being of our school community. Every staff member 
at Depew UFSD received training in trauma sensitivity and social emotional practices. The goal was to give 
everyone a common understanding of how to best deal with our own feelings, as we returned to a different kind 
of school in the midst of the pandemic, and how best to work with others.
Now that we have made it through the half-way point of this historic year, we are still working with those opening 
day themes in mind. As a district we continue to look for and implement activities and programs that support the 
social-emotional well-being of everyone in our district.  The focus is on recreating activities that make students 
feel like school is close to normal and to maintain consistency for the children.
In all three buildings activities have been developed to engage students outside of academics. At Cayuga,  
Mr. Uhteg teaches lessons in classes about social-emotional learning and mindfulness as well as running many  
of the leadership events and activities that students are used to. Of course, the highlight is Cayuga’s new star  
Chef Hugo, who posts videos and jumps on Zoom calls with children. The staff has also planned socially 
distanced activities that mirror holidays and special days as we have in the past.
At both Depew Middle and High, Mr. Cena, Ms. Jeffords and the various clubs and advisors have also created 
ways to connect with students while hybrid or remote. Events like online Jeopardy, Family Feud, Character 
Council and attending a virtual-National Student Leadership Conference, foster relationships that are important 
for student development and success.
The care for emotional well-being extends to our teaching staff as well. Each building has created an event that is 
held one Wednesday each month for staff called Mindfulness Wednesdays. Once each month teachers can elect 
to partake in a 30-minute activity around the idea of self-care. Socially distanced activities are planned and run 
by teachers, for teachers.  Some of these activities are cardio-drumming, badminton, faculty snack and chats, 
food-truck lunch and exploring essential oils. The theme of Mindfulness Wednesdays falls in line with the goals 
for virtual Wednesdays from our reopening plan, which is for social-emotional and academic check-in as well as a 
time to connect with peers.
Support, social-emotional well-being and self-care are paramount to our Depew community as we move through 
the year. In closing, I want you to know that we are here to support you and your children as you have supported 
our reopening plan and our efforts to keep school open.
I urge parents to reach out to us for support.
Academic concerns: Contact your children’s teachers or building principals.
Social-emotional needs or you do not know who to ask:  please contact your child’s school counselor.
Technology concerns: Contact your children’s teacher or email our IT department at depewitsupport@depewschools.org.
We are all in this together.
Thank you and stay safe!
Joseph D’Amato 
Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Personnel

Follow 
Depew Schools 

on
Social Media!

 
www.Facebook.com/ 
DepewSchools.org

 
Twitter.com/

DepewSchools

youtube.com/ 
DepewUnionFree 

SchoolDistrict

NOTICE
The Annual 

Father-Daughter 
Dance hosted by 
DHS IMPACT 
Team originally 
scheduled for on 

Saturday, February 
6th was cancelled.  

However, be on 
the look-out 

for information 
regarding a virtual 
family fun event 

coming in the 
spring!

Watch Depew 
Wildcat Basketball 
games live here:
https://events.
locallive.tv/school/
depew-hs
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DEPEW HIGH SCHOOL
Special Delivery
High school teachers Tracy Malush, 
Leah DiRienzo, and Beth Anna delivered 
cookie decorating kits to their students’ 
homes in December during remote 
learning. The students and families were 
all very excited and grateful!

Student Senate 
Gives Back
The DHS Student Senate donated $200 to a local 
food pantry after conducting the Feathers for Food 
competition. In November, students and teachers 
made donations to the food pantry in exchange 
for “feathers.” The feathers were then placed on a 
teacher’s turkey located on their door. The teacher 
with the most impressive plumage was awarded the 
turkey crown!
The winner was social studies teacher, Maria 
Hoch! Mrs. Hoch was able to wear the crown while 
teaching remotely.

Mrs. Hoch

High School Clubs Join to Spread Cheer

Miranda Arena

In a collaborative effort to give back, the IMPACT 
Team and the DHS French & Spanish Clubs met 
virtually to learn about Justice For Migrant Families. 
Madi McEwen, Visitation Coordinator and daughter 
of HS Counselor Kim McEwen, spoke about the 
organization and what they do to help immigrants 
and refugees who are detained in the Buffalo Federal 
Detention Facility.
These individuals are isolated from their families and 
communities so receiving greeting cards with messages 
of hope and well wishes means so much to them.
Students then had the opportunity to make homemade 
greeting cards written in English, French and Spanish 
that were mailed to these individuals.

Teachers deliver a cookie decorating kit  to 
Madison Morley.

Logan Schwartz 
Voted Into Rivalry 
Series Hall of Fame
Logan Schwartz received his $1,000 
scholarship as part of being voted in the 
25-member 
2020 Great 
American 
Rivalry 
Series 
Scholar 
Athlete 
Hall of 
Fame Team 
in January. 
Thank you 
to the community who helped Logan 
make it to 4th place in the contest!

DECA Regional Awards
Co-Advisors Eileen Cartonia and Jessica Leary are proud to announce that seven of our 
DHS DECA Club students qualified for the NYS Competition in February after competing 
at the Region 12 Competition level in December! Congratulations to all who competed at 
the regional event.
A special congratulations to:
• Chris Burgio - 1st place in Marketing Communication
• Tarek Karzoun - 2nd place in Entrepreneurship
• Natalie Witt - 2nd place in Sports & Entertainment Marketing
• Aubrey Corbett - 2nd place in Principles of Business Management & 

Administration
• Theresa Kaus - 3rd place in Principles of Business Management & Administration
• Lauren Jaskier - 4th place in Principles of Business Management & Administration
• Jordan Kanick - 6th place in Human Resource Management 
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DEPEW HIGH SCHOOL
Buche de Noel 
Tradition Continues 
at Home
DHS Juniors Miranda and Lauren Arena 
and Mary 
Grace Bauer 
(pictured) made 
beautiful French 
Christmas cakes 
and shared a 
photo with 
classmates in 
their college 
credit French 
4 class. Our 
French Club 
has an annual 
holiday 
celebration 
that features 
student made 
Buche de Noel 
cakes. Although 
students 
were learning 
remotely in December this year, they 
were still able enjoy this delicious treat!

Academy of Finance News
The Depew High School Academy of Finance has had a 
busy winter season! Our members received their welcome 
kits in early November and love the AOF T-shirts! We 
have kept up our speaker series virtually for students, 
who have gotten a chance to hear from author Larry 
Mietus and John Redman from Score Buffalo Niagara. 
The Academy also embraced the season of giving by 
collecting 127 turkeys for local food pantries in November 
and gathering items for a care package drive for troops 
overseas in December. 

Senior Makes His Mission Giving Back
At the beginning of his senior year, Trent 
Kubiak shared his goal to really make a 
difference in his community. When the 
Depew High School Academy of Finance 
was approached about a package drive 
and toy collection, AOF member Trent 
was the first to volunteer. He made posters 
and wrapped/painted collection boxes for 
the package drive and distributed flyers 
throughout local neighborhoods.
When he heard about children whose 
families’ holidays would be greatly 
affected by the pandemic, he rallied his friends, classmates, and family to organize a 
massive toy drive in which he was able to collect at least five gifts for each of the children 
on the list. With the help of his mom, they wrapped and delivered all the gifts to the high 
school, where they were picked up and distributed to families in need. 

Trent Kubiak has made it his mission to give back. 

Mary Grace Bauer 
displays the Buche de 
Noel that she made at 
home. 

DHS Spanish Club Continues to Meet Virtually
By: Madisyn Bashaw, Spanish Club President and Alyssa Bashaw, Spanish Club Secretary

Although Spanish Club has been very different this year, 
the level of fun has remained the same. Our first meeting 
activity we did was GooseChase scavenger hunt through 
video conferencing. Many of our members enjoyed 
running around the house, taking pictures of themselves 
and completing various activities. 
The December meeting consisted of learning about the local 
organization, Justice For Migrant Families. After we learned 
about the organization, we created holiday greeting cards for 
migrant families. We enjoyed creating these cards because 
we got to put our creative touch to it, and we knew that these 
cards were going to put a smile on somebody’s face! 
During the January meeting, we made origami Three Kings 
Day crowns. They all came out looking unique as we all 
decorated them differently. Also, winners of any activity 
they participate in, earn a prize. Who doesn’t love a gift card? We encourage students to hop 
onto Zoom for the next meeting, February 24 at 11:30 a.m. You won’t regret it!

Sisters Alyssa and Madisyn Bashaw

Back to Class
French students are happy to be back in 
Mrs. Mary Ellen Gianturco’s class after 
winter break!



6

Creative Science

DEPEW MIDDLE SCHOOL

Student Council Celebrates  
12 Days of Christmas Virtually

Holiday Fun in 
STEAM Class
Sixth grade STEAM students let off a 
little steam this holiday season with some 
fun outfits!

Virtual Turkey Trot
Between November 21-29, staff members and students participated in the Depew Middle 
School and Cayuga Heights Virtual Turkey Trot! Participants were able to complete the 
1-mile, 3-mile, or the “Buffalo Turkey Trot Tradition” of a 5-mile run at a location of their 
choice. Kamden Augustine was the winner of the DMS Turkey Trot Costume Contest! 
Great job Wildcats!

Daniella Harhigh

Bailey Wachowiak

Lucas Spruch

Aiden Hopwood-Moore

Ms. Pepero demonstrates the water table to her students. 

The Depew Middle School Student Council hosted their annual 
12 Days of Christmas again this year. Students were encouraged 
to keep up the tradition virtually. Showing up to virtual classes in 
“holiday attire” added a little extra holiday cheer. 

Students, teachers and staff dressed up 
for the various 12 Days of Christmas.

Ms. Alison Pepero’s sixth grade 
class recently performed a water 
cycle experiment that creatively 
brought the scientific concept to 
life in a cup of water. Ms. Pepero 
recreated the water cycle using a 
cup of water, shaving cream and 
food coloring. The food coloring 
acted as water particles that are held 
in the shaving cream clouds, but 
eventually the food coloring gets too 
heavy and it falls through the clouds 
(AKA precipitation). Students both 
in-person and online loved this creative take on learning! 
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Kindness Club 
Spreads Caring to 
Oishei Hospital
The Kindness Club’s December project was to 
make holiday cards for the children at Oishei 
Children’s Hospital. The Kindness Club along with their friends set a goal to make 55 cards. 
Our caring Cayuga Kids went above their goal and created 88 beautiful, heartfelt, and joyful 
cards that were delivered by Ms. Amanda on Dec. 23! Her “elf” helpers delivered these 
cards to kids spending Christmas healing at the hospital. 

Waves and Smiles 
for Santa
Families had a great time waving to 
Santa and dropping off their letters with 
our Cayuga Heights Elves during the 
Cayuga Heights PTO’s Santa Drive Thru 
& Letter Drop Off in December. Thank 
you to the Police and Fire Departments 
and all of our staff who dressed up their 

CAYUGA HEIGHTS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Teachers Receive Grant to Enhance 
Student Learning and Character
Congratulations to teachers, Mr. Patrick Uhteg and Mr. Joseph Ward for  
winning the State Farm Teacher Assist Grant for New York! They each  
will receive $2,500 for their innovative projects at Cayuga Heights. 
Mr. Uhteg’s Elementary Puppet Theater Project will allow students to act,  
write scripts, and help produce short skits which will be viewed by the 
students at Cayuga Heights. These skits will teach students kindness, leadership skills, and 
many other positive character traits.  
“Since Chef Hugo has been well received, students can now be the storytellers and 

Cayuga Heights 
Makerspace Club 
Goes Virtual

Students of the Week

Nora Domino shows off 
her new Cayuga Heights 
t-shirt, her prize for being 
a Student of the Week!

Fifth grader 
Torrey 
Steinwandel 
completed the 
challenge to 
engineer the 
tallest paper 
holiday tree.

Readerman Visits 
Kindergarten 
Virtually

Students in  
Mrs. Valint’s Class 
use their pointer 
power!

Kindergarteners 
received a special 
gift from Readerman! 
They are officially 
Super Readers. We 
are enhancing our 
Super Reading Powers 
like pointer power, 
picture power, and 
reread power to make 
us strong readers! 
This is a very exciting 
time for our youngest 
readers!

Cayuga Heights made 88 cards for children 
recovering in Oishei Hospital. 

The Shared Decision Making Team at Cayuga Heights has come up 
with a way to encourage our students to complete their work during 
this hybrid/remote learning model.  Each week, students will have 
the opportunity to earn a nomination from their teacher by finishing 
all of their assignments. One nomination form will be chosen from 
each grade level to be our Cayuga Heights Students of the Week.  
All of our Star Students will receive a prize such as a T-shirt, water 
bottle, drawstring backpack, earphones, and more!  Keep working 
hard, Cayuga Kids!

continued on page 8

vehicles and themselves to make this experience fun for our students and their families.

This year, as part of 
our STEAM program, 
students in grades 
2-5 are invited to 
participate in our Virtual 
Makerspace Club. 
The club meets with 
Mrs. Pulaski and Mrs. 
Bulas on Wednesday 
mornings before the 
students begin their 
remote learning for the 
day.  Each month is 
assigned to a specific 
grade level and students 
are presented with 
a maker challenge.  
They have two weeks 
to brainstorm, plan, 
design, and engineer. 
The final monthly meeting is our 
Showcase Event. Students have a chance 
to share what they have made and to 
discuss how they worked through the 
engineering and design process.  

Hugo the Chef
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Proper Cleaning of iPads and Chromebooks
character teachers for their classmates. And we all know that 
Cayuga Kids are leaders in friendship, kindness and caring!” 
Mr. Uhteg said. 
This project is expected to start in the 2021-2022 school 
year, but preparations and planning will start this spring.
Mr. Ward plans to use his funds for enhancing the remote 
experience in his classroom. 
“Recreating an in-school experience for the remote students 
has always been my goal this year. Using the grant funds for 
green screens and technology, like a full license for Seesaw, 
will definitely help enhance our remote community in 
kindergarten,” Mr. Ward said.
He also plans to use the grant funds to bring more music into 
his lessons. 
“Music in the classroom has amazing effects on student 
learning and retention of information as well,” he added. 
When school can return to normal, Mr. Ward would love to 
have the green screens available for students and classrooms 
to use for projects as well.
Mr. Uhteg and Mr. Ward said they are both honored and 
appreciative of State Farm for selecting them as recipients of 
the grant. 
“It’s just another way we can discover and celebrate the 
creativity and talents of the students at Cayuga Heights 
Elementary,” Mr. Uhteg said.  

Teachers Grant continued from page 7

Cleaning your iPad

1. Make sure your device is unplugged.
2. Turn your iPad to “sleep” mode or power the iPad off entirely.
3. Use a soft cloth that is entirely free of lint. A microfiber cleaning cloth 

that you can find on Amazon is ideal — and it’s $12 for a three-pack.
4. With small circular motions, use the soft cloth to clean the iPad screen.
5. Liquids and cleaners should not be used with iPad screens.
6. The iPad case can be cleaned with an antibacterial wipe.

Cleaning your Chromebook

1. Completely power down your Chromebook.
2. Disconnect any cables or peripherals that are plugged into your 

Chromebook. This will allow you to access and clean every part of 
the device.

3. Use a disinfectant wipe or a damp cleaning cloth and completely 
wipe down the entire Chromebook, including the screen and around 
each key of the keyboard. Use a small amount of pressure to remove 
any fingerprints or smudges on the screen, but not too much since 
this could damage the display. If you aren’t comfortable using the 
cleaning solution on the screen, you can buy disinfectant wipes 
specifically designed for LCD and laptop screens.

4. After everything is dry, you can use a dry microfiber cloth to buff the 
screen to remove any haze that might be lingering on the display from 
the disinfecting process.


