
      Superintendent’s Office 

February 17, 2021 
 
Dear students, staff, families and community,  

We have come a long way this year with the transition from full remote learning to hybrid 
learning. This week we began our fall athletic season in the winter. These are celebrations 
but the question still remains, “When are we going to be full-time in person for learning?” 
Since I have received several inquiries about this, I will address the question with my current 
knowledge and best educated prediction going forward. 
 
We have not considered full-time in person learning for this year because we need to follow 
the recommendations from the Center of Disease Control, Washington Department of 
Health, Whatcom County Department of Health, and Labor and Industries. This is for the 
health and safety of our students and staff. It is also a requirement. We simply do not have 
the space or staffing to maintain six feet of distancing with everyone back at school.  My 
hope is that prior to the next school year the social distancing requirement for schools will 
become more flexible and allow us to use four feet as a guideline rather than six feet. This 
would empower us to consider full-time in person attendance. I have been making our 
representatives in the House of Representatives and the Senate, health officials, OSPI, and 
anyone else who will listen understand this need. With more people becoming vaccinated 
and all other mitigation efforts in place, it is my hope that flexibility for schools will be safe 
and allowable. This would be a state decision rather than a local decision, so it is important 
that state leaders hear the importance of opening up our schools for full in person learning. 
This is a good time to make your voice heard.  
 
We do plan to offer summer opportunities for learning and healthy activity. I will be able to 
share more about this soon. It is important that we fully support students regarding any 
learning loss that has occurred during this time while also addressing the social and 
emotional needs of our students including their need for interaction.  
 
If you have ideas, thoughts, or questions, please contact me. We will be reaching out to 
families soon for input moving forward into the next school year. Once again, thank you for 
your support and all you do to keep us Baker Strong! 
 

Mary Sewright 
Mount Baker School District Superintendent 
360-617-4600 
msewright@mtbaker.wednet.edu 
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