
 
 
Dear KSD Families, 
 
You may have seen the news article about the expansion of a school COVID-19 testing program called 
Learn to Return. In collaboration with the Washington State Department of Health, we are pleased to 
announce our district is one of the additional 50 school districts statewide to participate in the voluntary 
state-funded program. 
 
Safe, in-person learning has always been our priority—it’s better for students, it’s better for teachers, 
and it’s better for our community. Our goal continues to be to put the best possible health and safety 
strategies in place for our Kelso school community.  
 
The goals of providing on-site testing are: 

• reduce unnecessary learning loss  
• help slow the spread of the virus 
• protect our communities 
• keep our teachers, staff, students, and families safe and healthy 

We are currently preparing for this ability and expect to be able to begin testing mid-March. All testing is 
voluntary. Free and easy COVID-19 tests will be available on-demand to any teacher, staff, or student 
showing symptoms on the CDC list.  
 
Here is how the voluntary testing protocol will work:  
 
• Voluntary testing: We will provide tests for three purposes:  

o A voluntary diagnostic test when needed. This is a same day, no barrier test when someone 
has a symptom or has been exposed.  

o Voluntary testing if exposure occurs at school. If there is a case in school, it is critical to get 
all close contacts tested while they quarantine at home. Although a test does not negate the 
need to quarantine at home, it gives staff, students and their families more information that 
may help prevent additional transmission happen in the community.  

o Regular testing for school staff. We have heard strong demand for asymptomatic testing 
from staff so they can ensure they are not positive but asymptomatic. In this voluntary 
program, a re-occurring voluntary testing schedule will be initiated at each school 
site/department across our district.   

• Positive case response: When a positive case is identified, the school will activate its mitigation 
testing plan, offering (voluntary) free and easy testing to everyone who has been identified as a 
close contact with a person who has tested positive for COVID-19.  

• Contact tracing: As usual, every positive case will be reported to the county health department for 
case investigation and contact tracing, in order to prevent further transmission.  

https://tdn.com/news/state-expands-school-covid-19-testing-program-cowlitz-county-reports-two-more-deaths/article_5fa92818-3285-5bbb-8826-45a1357833a7.html#tracking-source=home-breaking
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html


 
Our goal is to put the best possible strategies in place so that our teachers, staff, students and families 
feel safe, protected, and comfortable focusing on teaching and learning—and so our students can get 
the great education they deserve.  
 
For more information, please see the list of frequently asked questions about this testing program on 
our website.  
 
Kelso School District Key Mitigating Factors 
 

 
 
As always, if you have any questions, feel free to email me.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
Mary Beth Tack, Superintendent 
marybeth.tack@kelsosd.org  
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