
 

February 17, 2021 

Dear Kelso Families, 

This is the weekly status update, which normally occurs each Tuesday but was delayed a day this week 
waiting for the Cowlitz County Health and Human Services report.  

You may have seen the news article about the expansion of a school COVID-19 testing program called 
Learn to Return. We are pleased to announce our district is one of the additional 50 school districts 
statewide to participate in the voluntary state-funded program. 
 
Safe, in-person learning has always been our priority—it’s better for students, it’s better for teachers, 
and it’s better for our community. Our goal continues to be to put the best possible health and safety 
strategies in place for our Kelso school community.  
 
Providing on-site testing will prevent unnecessary learning loss and will place additional mitigation 
strategies into our schools so our teachers, staff, students, and families feel safe, protected, and 
comfortable. 
 
We are currently preparing for this ability and expect to be able to begin testing mid-March. All testing is 
voluntary. Free and easy COVID-19 tests will be available on-demand to any teacher, staff, or student 
showing symptoms on the CDC list. Look for an email with more detailed information in the next few 
days. 
 
To keep our students learning in-person, it is important that everyone follow COVID safety 
precautions: frequently washing hands, wearing appropriate masks, physical distancing, and staying 
home when sick. Thank you for continuing to your efforts for the benefit of our entire community. 
 
Instructional Status 
All K-12 students are in hybrid instruction and/or Kelso Virtual Academy. As always, the health and well-
being of our students and staff are our top priority. We remain diligent in our safety protocols, continue 
to work with the Department of Health, and monitor our four key metrics on a weekly basis. Timelines 
and instructional models are subject to change depending on our overall community health conditions. 

Transmission Rates  
Kelso has had zero school-based student transmissions since November 12, 2020.  

Cowlitz County & SW WA Data 

• The most current Cowlitz County School Metrics Report (February 16) shows local COVID-19 
activity at 264 cases per 100,000 people in the reporting period of 1/28 – 2/10.  

• Positivity rate for Cowlitz County is 17.1% for the time period of 1/19 – 1/25. When this data 
point is current, it will be one of the metrics used to inform our decisions.  

• ICU occupancy in SW Washington is BELOW THRESHOLD at 71% for the time period of 1/31 – 
2/6, and is an increase from last week’s report.   

https://tdn.com/news/state-expands-school-covid-19-testing-program-cowlitz-county-reports-two-more-deaths/article_5fa92818-3285-5bbb-8826-45a1357833a7.html#tracking-source=home-breaking
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://bit.ly/cc-metrics


 

 

Daily Health Check Reminder 
Please remember to perform the required daily health check on your child every morning before 
sending them to school. Additionally, this form must be signed and on file at your child’s school. (Form 
in Spanish and in Chuukese.)  

Resources to Watch 

• Kelso School District COVID-19 dashboard - Provides information on classroom or school 
closures recommended by Cowlitz County Department of Health due to COVID-19 activity and 
confirmed positive school-based COVID-19 cases in students. 

https://5il.co/lbdo
https://5il.co/lbdo
https://5il.co/lbdp
https://5il.co/mk7h
https://bit.ly/ksd-c19


• Cowlitz County School Metrics Webpage - Our county data report is typically released each 
Monday and includes a Reopening Schools section.  

• Department of Health Tools to Prepare for In-Person Learning – This framework assists local 
health officers in guiding and school administrators in deciding whether to resume, expand, or 
reduce in-person instruction for public and private K-12 schools during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

As always, if you have any questions, feel free to email me.  

Respectfully, 

Mary Beth Tack, Superintendent 
marybeth.tack@kelsosd.org  

 

http://www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/2750/COVID-19-Data-Reports-and-Presentations
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/DecisionTree-K12schools.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
mailto:marybeth.tack@kelsosd.org

