
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING OF THE PLATTE-GEDDES SCHOOL 

DISTRICT #11-5 BOARD OF EDUCATION 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2021 

 

President J. Sondgeroth called the regular meeting of the Board of Education of the Platte-Geddes School District 

#11-5 to order at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, February 8, 2021, in the Library at the Platte-Geddes High School.  The 

meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

Members present: Jess Sondgeroth, Ross Varilek, Duke Starr, Heather VanDerWerff, Dennis DeBoer, Ross Van 

Zee, Roxi Summerville 

   

Members absent:     None 

 

Others present: Superintendent Joel Bailey, Business Manager Kathy Holter, Secondary Principal Patrick 

Frederick, Elementary Principal Jennifer Knecht, Gavin Benson, Darren DeNeui, Frank Cutler, 

Randal Brumbaugh, and Jason Huizenga.  Via Zoom: Sharon Huizenga, Shawn Wynia, Jen 

Oberbroekling, Denise Van Zee, Erin Walstad, Ashley Frederick, Roxane Dyk, Sadie Hanson, 

Mari Biehl 

 

Additions or deletions to this agenda 

None 

 

Approve agenda 

Motion R. Van Zee, seconded D. Starr approving the agenda as printed.  All members present voted aye.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Approve Consent Agenda 

Motion R. Summerville, seconded H. VanDerWerff approving the following consent agenda: 

 Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting on Monday, January 11, 2021 

 Authorize Payment of Claims for February 19, 2021 

 Approve Report of Cash Transactions dated 01/31/2021 

 Approve Adding Patrice Mushitz to the Substitute Teacher List 

All members present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

 

Public Participation 

None 

Routine Business  

 Conflict of Interest Disclosures and Consideration of Waivers 

 None 

SitelogIQ Presentation 

  Gavin Benson, Senior Business Consultant from SitelogIQ, presented information about his company and 

the services they offer.  He also explained how SitelogIQ would be able to help the district with all aspects 

of their facility planning, design, and management.  SitelogIQ would help the district determine the best 

option for a wrestling/cheer dance area as well as how to efficiently use the space in the district’s current 

buildings.  They also assist in determining and developing future needs and long range project plans.   

 

  The board of education agreed that the services that SitelogIQ offers would be very beneficial for current 

and future planning purposes and granted approval to work with SitelogIQ.  A Master Planning Agreement 

will be signed to initiate the process.  If SitelogIQ delivers a report that meets the district’s objectives but 

the district decides not to enter into an agreement with them, the district will reimburse SitelogIQ $4,600.00 

for the costs they incurred performing the analysis. 

Good News Report 

  Six seniors earned their State FFA Degree and were approved by the state FFA Board of Directors.  They 

will receive these degrees in April at the State FFA Convention.  Nineteen freshman in Intro to Ag have 

completed their Masters of Beef Advocacy training which is an Industry Recognized Credential that will 

be on their high school transcript.   

 

  Supt. Bailey congratulated the KWLPG Wrestling Team for placing first at the Big Dakota Conference 

tournament in Ft. Pierre on Saturday.  Individual champions from Platte-Geddes were Chase Varilek, Kasen 

Konstanz, and Grayson Hanson. 

 

  The kitchen staff was also recognized for receiving a perfect score on their latest health inspection. 

 

 



Superintendent Report 

Supt. Bailey has started the practice of providing all individuals that wish to speak during public 

participation at board meetings with a copy of the public participation policy. The following section of the 

policy is highlighted:  “Persons speaking during the Public Forum at a school board meeting shall not cause 

public inconvenience, annoyance, or alarm to the school board or any person, and shall not engage in 

threatening behavior, make unreasonable noise, be disruptive, boisterous, argumentative, or threatening, 

shall not make comments which are disrespectful to one or more persons, and shall not use profanity.” 

Distribution of this policy is not intended to bully those who are going to address the board.  Every speaker 

listed on the school board agenda under Public Participation receives the same copy of the policy. 

Mrs. Larson, Mr. Neugebauer, and Supt. Bailey completed and submitted a Perkins Reserve Grant that 

would cover the cost of items for the middle school STEAM room. The total amount requested was 

$14,997.19. Awards will be announced on March 1. 

Supt. Bailey attended legislative meetings in Pierre on February 2nd and 3rd.  The Mitchell Area 

superintendent’s group met with Secretary Sanderson on Tuesday to discuss current bills in the legislature 

and Governor Noem’s plan for Civics education. On Wednesday he met the seniors at the Capitol and 

joined them for a tour with District 21 Representative Caleb Finck. 

District 21 superintendents met with Representative Finck, Representative Blare, and Senator Tobin on 

Wednesday evening. There are numerous bills that involve education, but the most concerning bills thus 

far are SB68-Community Based (Charter) School and SB177, which is a home school bill that came out of 

the governor’s office and is being sponsored by Senator Steinhauer. The bill is asking to make the home 

school application easier to complete, remove all testing accountability, and would allow home school 

students to participant in all school activities at the district of their choosing. 

All three of the legislators were confident that public schools would receive the 2.4% increase in state 

funding. One group that is arguing that it is against the law to fund school at the CPIw, but that is not 

accurate. The CPIw sets the floor for K-12 funding. A group of democrats may also push for funding at 

3%. 

Supt. Bailey reviewed several legislative bills that he is following and informed the board of the impact 

they would have on the district and education. 

Supt. Bailey asked the board of education for their opinion regarding hosting the upcoming Region V 5th-

8th grade instrumental contest that is scheduled to be held on April 28th.  The contest brings students from 

nine additional districts into the high school classrooms during the school day.  The Region V vocal contest, 

regularly held in Kimball, was done virtually.   

The board supported the district hosting the contest and directed Supt. Bailey to work with Mr. Patzlaff to 

develop a plan that would ensure the safety of our students and those attending the contest. 

Business Manager Report 

The district received a dividend check in the amount of $4,731.56 from Black Panthers Live.  The dividend 

is based on a percentage of revenue received through sponsorships.  A huge thank you to all of the 

businesses that support Black Panthers Live.   

 

Preliminary allocations were received for the CARES ESSER II Grant.  The Platte-Geddes School District 

is slotted to receive $456,013 through this grant.  This grant, like the original CARES ESSER Grant and 

unlike the CRF Grant, is an application and reimbursable grant.   

   

The district will be receiving approximately $15,126 in a one-time distribution.  These funds are the result 

of the funding remaining between the FY21 appropriated budget for state aid to general education and the 

state aid required for Fall 2020’s actual enrollments in K-12 schools.  It has not been released as to when 

school will receive this distribution. 

 

As of January 31st the district has spent $110,396.68 in Coronavirus Relief Funds. 

 

One petition for school board member has been picked up through the business office.  Deadline for 

circulating petitions is February 26th at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Due to the unprecedented amount of federal funds school districts are receiving due to COVID-19, the 

general fund cash balance requirement will be difficult for school districts to comply with over the next 

few fiscal years.  The Department of Education is seeking a blanket waiver of the general fund cash balance 

requirement for the time period of July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2023 from the School Finance 

Accountability Board and the Joint Committee on Appropriations.  The department will monitor the 

situation to see if a similar waiver is needed prior to the 2023-24 school year. 



 

A preliminary budget for the 2021-2022 school term has been completed.  The most significant changes in 

the General Fund Budget are the state aid increase on the revenue side and salaries and benefits on the 

expenditure side.  Implementing the proposed 2.4% increase to state aid results in $35,034.00 in additional 

revenue for the district.  The district is still feeling the impact of the “Other Revenue Equalization” which 

decreases our $132,760.00 increase by $97,726.00 resulting in a $35,034.00 increase.   

 

K. Holter attended the Virtual Delegate Assembly on Tuesday, February 2nd.  The assembly discussed bills 

that pertained to education and gave SASD Lobbyist Rob Monson direction to support, oppose, or watch.  

Holter also attended the legislative Cracker Barrel session on Saturday, February 6th at the Dutch Oven 

Bakery.  She expressed her concerns regarding SB 177 and funding for education. 

Elementary Principal Report 

 Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held on Thursday, Februay 18th.  Parents may schedule conferences in 

person, via phone, via Zoom, or via email communication with the teacher. 

 

 The 100th day of school was celebrated on Friday, January 29th.  Mrs. Knecht collected 100 photos of kids 

reading aloud.  Students wrote 100 kind words, 100 compliments, and 100 acts of kindness.  The school 

also gave away $100.00 in $5.00 increments.  Those winning the $5.00 were directed to spend it on a 

Random Act of Kindness for another person and report back on how they used their money to pay-it-

forward.   

   Secondary Principal Report 

Last week the student council dedicated the week to “Snow Coming Week.” There were dress up days each 

day, and it culminated with a “Clash of Classes” dodgeball tournament on Friday afternoon. 

School will be dismissed at 12:15 on Thursday, February 18, 2021 for parent teacher conferences. 

Conferences will run from 1:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. Parent teacher conferences will be held virtually by 

email, phone calls, letters, or scheduled in-person meetings. In-person meetings need to be scheduled 

through the classroom teacher. In-person meetings will only last for 15 minutes or less, be spaced apart so 

that there are not parents waiting/gathering in the hallways.  Parents who choose this option will be expected 

to wear a face mask and practice social distancing during the scheduled meeting. 

The 7th grade students have started their exploration in STEAM. The students are given the opportunity to 

choose activities such as creating electrical circuits, building 3-D wooden puzzles, strategy games, art 

projects, and programming robots. In addition to their choice days, they also have design challenge days, 

in which they work to solve a specific problem using various everyday materials. 

A “Student Spotlights” program has been started in which three junior high and three high school students 

will be highlighted each month. Students are nominated by staff members for their efforts in and out of the 

classroom. A senior student in the Visual Communications class is designing posters to showcase each 

spotlight student. These will be displayed on a bulletin board outside the library each month. 

 Mid Central Coop Report 

   R. Summerville reported on the Mid Central Educational Coop meeting held earlier that day via phone. 

 Core Educational Coop Report 

 Supt. Bailey reported on the February 4, 2021 Core Educational Cooperative meeting. 

Extra-Curricular Activities 

During public participation at the January board meeting, Randal Brumbaugh brought forth concerns about 

the district’s extra-curricular programs. Extra-curricular activities not sanctioned by the South Dakota High 

School Activities Association, must adhere to the same guidelines, rules, and bylaws. Anything beyond the 

guidelines, rules, and bylaws are all local control decisions. 

The board of education reviewed the Platte-Geddes School District Coach’s Philosophy of Athletics.  No 

one expressed any concerns with inequities. 

 Return to Learn Plan and Elementary Mask Mandate 

Supt. Bailey reported that approximately 40% of elementary students are continuing to wear masks. In the 

high school building, well over 50% of the students are masked. The district-wide infection rate remains 

low and rates in the community, county, and state continue to decline.  Since the beginning of the school 

year, the district has had positivity rates of 24.6% from staff, 3.86% from elementary students, and 4.65% 

from grades six through twelve.  No changes to the Return to Learn Plan were recommended at this time. 

Winter Athletics/Activity Procedures and Protocols 

The school board made the decision to keep the athletics/activity procedures and protocols status quo at the 

January meeting. The board wanted to gauge how well patrons complied with the mask mandate during 

activities. If patrons were not complying with the mask requirement, the board would consider reducing 

capacity at home events. Based on the five home events, mask compliance was decent but it could be much 

better. Enforcement is problematic at all school events.  It was recommended that current procedures and 

protocols remain in place for the remainder of the winter sports season. 



Approve Kitchen Staff as Members of PG-ESP 

When the kitchen staff was hired last summer, they were not part of the Platte-Geddes Educational Support 

Personnel collective bargaining unit.  Now that the food service program is self-operated, this group should 

again be part of PG-ESP so they have the same collective bargaining rights as the other members of this 

group.  Motion R. Van Zee, seconded R. Varilek approving the kitchen staff as members of the Platte-

Geddes Educational Support Personnel.  All members present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

First Reading Section F Policies, Facilities Development 

 The board of education gave first reading to Section F Policies, Facilities Development.   

Revise Daily Rate for 1:1 Special Education Paraprofessional Substitutes 

The administration is recommending increasing the pay for substitute paraprofessionals that are working 

in a 1:1 capacity with a student.  The work tends to be more rigorous and it has been difficult to find subs 

to fill these positions.  It is recommended that the district increase the pay from $75.00 per day to $85.00 

per day.  Motion R. Summerville, seconded H. VanDerWerff increasing the substitute teacher pay for 1:1 

assignments to $85.00 per day.  All members present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

Approve Certified Teacher Incentive Pay for Mrs. Tristen Turnis 

Motion D. Starr, seconded R. Varilek approving the certified teacher incentive pay for Mrs. Tristen Turnis 

in the amount of $1,350.00 for completing nine credits towards her Master of Arts Degree with an English 

as a New Language concentration.  Payment is per the Platte-Geddes Master Agreement.  All members 

present voted aye.  Motion carried.   

Set Driver Education Fees 

Motion R. Van Zee, seconded D. Starr setting the fees for driver’s education at $190.00 for students 

attending Platte-Geddes School and $240.00 for students not attending the Platte-Geddes School.  All 

members present voted aye.  Motion carried.   

Approve Resignation of Elementary Custodian, Mike Anderson 

 Mike Anderson has served as the elementary custodian for 18 years and now has reached retirement age.  

The district thanked him for his years of service.  Motion R. Van Zee, seconded H. VanDerWerff approving 

the resignation of Mike Anderson as Elementary Custodian and authorizing the administration to advertise 

the position.  All members present voted aye.  Motion carried. 

Set Time/Date for March School Board Meeting 

 The March School Board Meeting will remain as scheduled on March 8th at 7:00 p.m. in the High School 

Library.  

Adjournment 

Motion R. Varilek, seconded D. Starr to adjourn the meeting at 8:46 p.m.  All members present voted aye.  Motion 

carried. 

 

 

 

_______________________________                      _______________________________ 

President                Business Manager 
 


