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February 15, 2021 

 

Sherman County School Community, 

This past weekend, Sherman County School experienced a tremendous loss. Our 6th grade teacher, Mr. Andrew 

Pflaum, passed away as a result of an ongoing medical condition he had been courageously battling. He was a 

wonderful teacher and an integral part of our family at Sherman County School the past eight years. He was kind, 

considerate and had an incredible ability to reach even the most reluctant learners. His commitment to students and 

love for learning has touched us all and we will miss him greatly.   

The loss of a loved one, friend, teacher, or colleague can be difficult to understand, especially when it is sudden. We 

may feel a variety of emotions: shock, sadness, or confusion. What is most important is that we care for and support 

each other. During this time, as the school community processes this heartbreaking news, our Crisis Response Team 

has made plans to respond to the emotional needs of all students and staff when we return to school. The 6th grade 

class will have support in their classroom throughout the school day. Grief counseling will be available for K-8 

students in the counselor’s room and 9-12 students will receive support in the Jr./Sr. High Conference Room. Staff 

will have the opportunity to talk with a counselor in the Title 1 Room. Our local faith organizations are also poised 

and ready to provide support to our school community members during this challenging time.  

This difficult time can be stressful and confusing. It is for this reason that we especially want you to know of our care 

and support. If your family has experienced a death recently, the loss of Mr. Pflaum may bring up sad feelings for 

student(s). Please call the office and let us know if there is any additional information the school should be aware of 

so our Crisis Response Team can provide the support your child needs.  

If your student(s) shares information with you regarding this experience, please take time to talk with them. It is 

important for our children to have their feelings acknowledged and to help them understand that it is okay to feel sad 

or cry. It’s also okay if they do not feel anything right away. Sometimes it can take a while for children to show their 

feelings, sometimes days or weeks, and that is normal. No matter when the feelings surface, it is important to clear 

misconceptions and be honest. Because our school is a family, we share happy and sad times together. We are here 

to support each other, however we can.   

Our sincere thoughts and condolences go out to all family and friends of Mr. Pflaum. 
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