
WEEKS OF 2/15/2021 & 2/22/2021- Updated: 2/15/2021 3:00pm

Attention CCS District students and families K-12:
Please see the letter dated February 11, 2021 and linked below from CCS Interim Superintendent

Romona N. Wenck regarding important information about travel during our Winter Break.
http://bit.ly/TravelLetter211

Dear CCS District Parents, Students and Community members:
It is my hope that this correspondence finds you well, managing our continued struggle with the ever-changing
demands placed upon us by the pandemic, and looking forward to the vacation week. Hopefully, it will be a time of
relaxation for all, whether we are staying right here in Otsego County or traveling. The purpose of this message is to
provide you with information regarding the current travel advisory in effect for New York State and how traveling now
has the potential to impact students’ return to school. Please note:

Any person(s) planning to travel to a non-contiguous state, US territory or CDC level 2 or higher country, for more than
24 hours, must first obtain a COVID-19 diagnostic test within 3 days of departure, prior to arrival back in New York. Upon
returning to New York, all individuals are required to serve a mandatory quarantine period of 3 days. On the 4th day of
quarantine, each person must obtain another COVID-19 diagnostic test. If both diagnostic tests are negative,
individuals may come out of quarantine. This applies to all adults and children.

For travel to a non-contiguous state for less than 24 hours, individuals need not obtain testing before returning and
similarly, do not have to quarantine upon returning to New York. However, each person is required to complete a
Traveler Health Form upon entry into New York and obtain a COVID-19 diagnostic test 4 days after your return.

Any traveler who refuses to obtain the required COVID-19 diagnostic test(s) as outlined above is required to quarantine
after arriving in New York for the full 10-day period.

Travel to contiguous states—i.e., Vermont, Massachusetts, New Jersey, Connecticut, and Pennsylvania—is exempt from
the travel restrictions. However, travelers coming into New York from one of these contiguous states must complete a
Traveler Health Form upon their arrival in New York.

If you are traveling over the winter break, please be aware of the following protocols.
1. Upon your return, all children/students are expected to comply with New York State Travel Advisory requirements
and must complete their travel-related quarantine before returning to school.
2. Parents/families are asked to share their travel plans in advance with their Building Principal. This will assist the school
district in making arrangements to provide appropriate instruction and/or needed materials for your children while they
are quarantined.
3. Please know that students who are in quarantine are not allowed to attend school or participate in any school
activities, including extracurricular activities and athletics, until they have tested out of quarantine and can provide the
proper documentation to the school.
4. Please reconsider or adjust any travel plans. Remember, your travel plans potentially have serious implications on the
school district and our students, including extracurricular activities, as well as the greater Otsego County community.

https://bit.ly/TravelLetter211?fbclid=IwAR12R0aBXS-Ukzp-ncorbTrOONECOPe8e6vdMW6_uIYTjznUoBqwnrI0GMQ
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory


5. Please know also that all employees are also expected to comply with the New York State Travel Advisory and any
other quarantine or isolation order issued by a state or local government.

If you have any questions regarding this memo, please do not hesitate to contact your building principal or my office.
Thank you. Mrs. Romona N. Wenck

Sincerely Yours,
Romona N. Wenck, Interim Superintendent

CCS Ruggles Competition finalists from the Class of 2021
had the opportunity to recite their individual essays in CCS Sterling Auditorium for fellow finalists

and a panel of jurors. A complete recording of the finalist competition will be presented
in all CCS Jr./Sr. High School classes after the Winter Break.

Winner of the Class of 2021 Ruggles competition is Reilly Mooney
and 2nd Place was awarded to Jennifer Burch.

Other finalists include: Gareth Austin, Maria Miller, Joey Bertram, Chris Criqui,
Phoebe Jones, Spencer Lewis, Abby Miller, Hailey Miller-Gray, Lindsey Trosset,

Mason Raffo, Faith Logue, and Will Weldon.

Many thanks to CCS English Teacher Rebecca Burk-Sciallo for her tireless efforts to maintain the 140 year old
tradition at CCS in the wake of moving to remote learning last spring due to Covid-19 restrictions. We look
forward to the Class of 2022 competition slated for later this spring. The following passage is read by the CCS
Principal prior to each Ruggles Finalist competition and provides background to the competition.

William H. Ruggles died February 9. 1874. His obituary appeared in the February 12, 1874 issue of the
Freeman’s Journal. The following paragraph gives us a glance into the character of the man who is the
reason we have this competition today.

Many of the young men among us – others scattered over the vast West- received at least a portion of their
education at the hand of Mr. R., who was an efficient and painstaking Teacher. He loved the Common



School with ardent devotion, and for many years until the day of his death strove for its elevation and
improvement.  He would put aside business almost any time to attend a Teachers’ Institute, a Convention of
Common School Teachers, or the dedication of a new school house – and it was with a desire to do some
good in a cause in which he had so much heart. Most of all, very naturally, he felt a great interest in the
progress and success of the Union School of Cooperstown, and worked zealously and efficiently in its behalf.
He was first a Trustee of this School District for many years, and then from its organization a member of the
Board of Education.

The first recorded Ruggles contest was found in the Freeman’s Journal dating back to July 3, 1879, which
identifies The Ruggles Memorial Rhetorical Prize being established in 1877 with the winners receiving $7
each.

Every junior writes a 600 to 800 word essay.  Each written work is judged in two parts.  Part I of the judging
covers the originality of the content, written work, grammar, and vivid and musical choice of language.
Part II of the judging covers the oral interpretation of each student’s work.

“Persist, keep working at it, apply yourself to your dream and don’t let others tell you it can’t be done.
In life, you should surround yourself with people who will blow oxygen on your spark. Don’t give up!”

- author Wendelin Van Draanen

CCS Jr./Sr. High School Library Media Specialist Michelle Hitchcock welcomed our 2021 virtual
visiting author for CCS students to enjoy either via Zoom from home or together in the cafeteria after school
last week. Wendelin Van Draanen, whose parents immigrated from the Netherlands, treated students to an
entertaining afternoon of how she became a writer, the challenges she worked to overcome, how her
stories developed, and what she has in store for the future.

Van Draanen talked to students about her experiences growing up and how she worked hard to persevere
through difficult times to publish her first book after 10 years of rejections from publishers. With the successful
publishing of over 30 novels in multiple languages for young readers and teens, Van Draanen shared
countless stories about how she created her characters and developed her
stories. Students were treated to numerous stories and thoughtful advice.

Van Draanen shared her experiences about the importance of coming back
from your darkest hour and persisting in life. CCS students also had an
opportunity to ask questions. For more information about Van Draanen’s
literature, visit her website at www.wendelinvand.com. Many thanks to
Michelle Hitchcock for bringing this opportunity to our CCS students.

http://www.wendelinvand.com/


January 2021 STUDENTS of the MONTH - Cooperstown Central Jr./Sr. High School
The following CCS students were recognized during morning announcements as “Students of the Month”.

CCS High School
Henry LeCates & Augie Lott

CCS Middle School
Alexis Wolfe & John Luke Raymond

The February 2021 issue of the CCS Jr./Sr. High School Counseling
Department monthly newsletter provides important information on
college planning, SAT resources, career planning and other
updates on school programs to support CCS students and families.
Monthly issues can be found on the Counseling page of the CCS
website and issues are emailed to district families through student
Naviance accounts. For more information, please contact the CCS Counseling Dept at 607-547-5300
or jlyons@cooperstowncs.org.
http://bit.ly/Feb2021CounselingNewsletter

CCS Sophomores interested in attending BOCES this fall
must complete an application and return it to your CCS counselor as soon as possible.
Applications are available in the CCS Counseling Office or through the link below.
Deadline: No later than March 5th. For program descriptions please visit:
https://www.oncboces.org/OAOCCareerTechEducation.aspx
Programs include: Culinary Arts, Cosmetology, Natural Resources Occupations (NRO), Automotive
Technician, Welding, Information Technology, Visual Arts,
Health Occupations, Mechatronics, Building Trades

CCS Hawkeyes are back in action
and the Class of 2021 is ready to compete!

Many thanks to the CCS District Interim Athletic Coordinator, Vince Spruill, along with CCS administration,
who worked hard to compile the CCS District plan for Return to Competition required for approval by
Otsego County Department of Health and the Cooperstown Board of Education.
https://bit.ly/DistrictPlanReturnToCompetition
http://bit.ly/AthleticsUpdate0211

https://www.cooperstowncs.org/o/cooperstown-csd/page/counseling-office--12
https://www.cooperstowncs.org/o/cooperstown-csd/page/counseling-office--12
http://bit.ly/Feb2021CounselingNewsletter
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.oncboces.org%2fOAOCCareerTechEducation.aspx&c=E,1,yJlAnLrT0MKs1-HLDxThNVx4VsmMnQ2MOyXTTL50YYhEfqu9pHgBJfTncdgj1kHnjyDoDrZe8OK6K6Apa9y7ifltFwXl6kOqpqs4DYW9UstKpyo,&typo=1
https://bit.ly/DistrictPlanReturnToCompetition
https://bit.ly/AthleticsUpdate0211?fbclid=IwAR1JbCxWUreFre8k908kUx4LSEua-xsv1BD5gEPmga0WXLhXoCWL3Tg56p0


CCS Class of 2021
Senior Snow Fun - Thursday, February 25, 2021 12:30-2:00pm

Enjoy hot cocoa, sledding and building in the snow. For questions or more information,
please contact either rburk-sciallo@cooperstowncs.org or mcroberts@cooperstowncs.org.

CCS Teacher Stephanie Nelen’s class walked to Price Chopper
before Winter Break to continue their recycling efforts to contribute

to their Life Skills Classroom curriculum.

Spelling Bee
Congratulations to our Spelling Bee contestants who have
advanced to the School Spelling Bee level.
7th Grade: Declan Spencer, Madeleine Lokovsky,
Paige Fredriksen, Brendan Heavner and Jack Howard
8th Grade: Aaron Katz, Xander Bernard-Wood, Cassandra
Cunnington, Tara Phillips and defending champion Punya Phaugat.

Jr./Sr. High TECH Tip Tuesdays
Michelle Hitchcock, Library Media Specialist for CCS Jr./Sr High School, provides weekly Tech Tip Tuesday
resources during morning announcements. If you’ve missed the announcements or would like a refresher,
check out the resources on the Library Media Center page of the CCS District website. If you’d like to
borrow a book from the Jr./Sr. High school library, Mrs. Hitchcock offers several options to get your read on!

https://sites.google.com/cooperstowncs.org/jshs-library/home


Elementary Fitness Fridays & Friday Library Programs
available during Hybrid Learning.

CCS Kindergarten students enjoyed the
story of Beautiful Blackbird by Ashley Bryan and
created their own beautiful blackbirds with
Emily Gibson, CCS Library Media Specialist.
Blackbird expresses that “color on the outside is
not what’s on the inside” and “whatever I do,
I’ll be me, and you be you.” CCS families can
enjoy this story read, sing and dance aloud
online at the following link:
http://bit.ly/BeautifulBlackbirdReadAloud

CCS Kindergarten Teachers Christina Harrington, Bella Anania & Karen Hill introduced the
Chinese New Year to students at the beginning of February. Students listened to the story Dragon Dance
and then used informational text online at PebbleGo to learn more about Chinese New Year traditions. To
celebrate good fortune and happiness, students created their own Chinese lanterns!

CCS Kindergarten students are also preparing for the 100th day of school by counting to 100 using a variety
of different body movements.  The 100th day is an exciting milestone in Kindergarten and will be celebrated
after Winter Break with numerous literacy and math activities!

http://bit.ly/BeautifulBlackbirdReadAloud
http://bit.ly/BeautifulBlackbirdReadAloud


CCS Elementary Music Teacher Peter Daum
played Valentine’s Day songs for Ms. Szwejbka’s 3rd Grade
class before the Winter Break. Mr. Science visited CCS 3rd Grade students last week for a unit on Weather.
Students engaged in active lessons of clouds, condensation and air pressure.

In Pursuit of Life: Highlighting what CCS students
are doing in their free time.
With the help of others, CCS Jr./Sr. High School student
Caroline Marietta climbed onto her first horse at the
tender age of two and ignited a joy for horses that
continues to this day. During restrictions in place due to
Covid-19, Caroline has committed to her love for
horses during her free time and she takes weekly trips

to Cooperstown Equestrian Park in Hartwick NY. While riding horses and completing barn chores, Caroline
learns the discipline of equine care and enjoys the peace of spending time with horses. When asked what
her favorite part of horseback riding is, Caroline swiftly replied “cantoring”! Despite occasional set-backs
along the way, just as those experienced in any athletics or personal hobbies, Caroline has learned to
pursue her interests and persist in her development. Way to go Caroline!

CCS Tech Club: Students in CCS Tech Club have worked with CCS Advisor Brad Smith on various projects
including woodworking, Lego Robotics, 3D printing, sheet metal, metal cutting/welding and laser
cutting/engraving. Tech Club meetings for January 26th - March 31st:

Cohort "A" (Wednesday Meetings)
● January 27th, from 2:30-3:30
● February 3rd, from 2:30-3:30
● NO MEETING February 10th
● February 24th, from 2:30-3:30
● March 3rd, from 2:30-3:30
● NO MEETING March 10th
● March 17th, from 2:30-3:30
● March 24th, from 2:30-3:30
● March 31st, from 2:30-3:30

Cohort "B" (Tuesday Meetings)
● January 26th, from 2:30-3:30
● February 2nd, from 2:30-3:30
● February 9th, from 2:30-3:30
● NO MEETING February 23rd
● March 2nd, from 2:30-3:30
● March 9th, from 2:30-3:30
● NO MEETING March 16th
● March 23rd from 2:30-3:30
● March 30th from 2:30-3:30



Elementary Yearbook Information
CCS Art Teacher Caitlin Cook-Wightman will be coordinating the CCS Elementary School
Yearbook this year. This year’s yearbook theme will be CONNECTIONS.
Mrs. Cook-Wightman is seeking photos of your CCS K-6 student(s) learning throughout the
school year, even in our remote settings. If you have fun pictures of your child’s artwork,
physical activities, creative learning space, or other creative work that you can share,
please email Mrs. Cook-Wightman at ccook-wightman@cooperstowncs.org.
To order this year’s Elementary School yearbook, please use the QR code for the Jostens yearbook link.

Love abounds at Cooperstown Central School District. Students from Kindergarten through Senior year
enjoyed expressions of love, gratitude and appreciation last week through creative work in the classroom
and expressions of hope posted on lockers along hallways.



CCS District Calendar Events for UPCOMING WEEKS:
Mon-Fri 2/15-2/19/2021 Presidents Day Holiday and Winter Recess - NO School
Thu 2/18/2021 at 7:30am BOE Buildings, Grounds & Safety Committee Mtg at Jr./Sr. HS
Mon 2/22/2021 at 8:15am BOE PR, Policy & Extracurricular Committee Mtg at Jr./Sr. HS
Thu 2/25/2021 at 7:30am BOE Personnel & Recruitment Committee Mtg.
Thu 2/25/2021 at 7:30am BOE Curriculum & Instruction Committee Mtg.
Wed 3/3/2021 at 7:00pm BOE Regular Mtg via Zoom webinar
For the live link to the CCS District calendar, where meetings will be added and adjusted, please click HERE

For the link to the PDF file of
“Having Trouble with Your Device”,

go to https://bit.ly/TroubleWithDevice.

https://www.cooperstowncs.org/o/cooperstown-csd/page/calendar--262
https://bit.ly/TroubleWithDevice


Bassett School Based Health Center (SBHC)
has practitioners available to do COVID-19 testing for any
student enrolled in a SBHC program who may be
symptomatic! If your child is feeling ill, please call
607-547-5069 (Elem-AM) 607-547-1105 (Jr/SrHigh-PM) or
844-255-7242 Mon – Fri 8:00-4:00
to schedule an appointment.

Cooperstown SBHC will be open when school is in session
virtually or in-person. Telehealth options are also available.
Don’t forget to see your SBHC practitioner for acute care visits, immunizations and physicals! Bassett SBHC
may be open limited hours when school is in session virtually or in-person and they are ready to see our CCS
students safely. Please call 607-547-5069 or 844-255-7242, Mon – Fri 8:00-4:00, to schedule an appointment.
Schedules are subject to change.
The Cooperstown SBHC located in the Elementary School is currently under construction. During this time,
all appointments will take place in the Cooperstown SBHC location in the Jr./Sr. High School.

Otsego County Systems of Care Resource Guide provides mental health and
behavioral health resources, a list of food pantries in our county, and information about
Instacart availability. Click HERE for online access to the resource guide.

Link to homepage of Otsego County Systems of Care Click HERE
The Otsego County System of Care (SOC) is made up of youth and family advocates, social
workers, child-serving community organizations, and educators working together to ensure that every child
and family in Otsego County is connected to the resources they need to achieve social, emotional, and
academic success.

For specific questions or information on CCS Food Service, please visit our district website HERE.
To visit the  CCS February 2021 Menu online  Click HERE

https://www.otsegocounty.com/SOC/SOC%20Resource%20Guide%20Final.pdf
https://www.otsegocounty.com/departments/d-m/mental_health/system_of_care.php
https://www.cooperstowncs.org/o/cooperstown-csd/page/food-service--169
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1097045/Feb21Menu.pdf


NY State Department of Health Covid-19 Information Resources:
Resources related to Covid-19 in NY State, including vaccine information,

travel alerts, helpful apps and public health resources: Click HERE
NY State vaccine specific information: Click HERE

NY State Covid-19 Travel Advisory Updates: Click HERE

Otsego County Department of Health Covid-19 Information Resource Center:
For resources related to Covid-19 in Otsego County, including vaccine information, a Covid-19 county

dashboard, and day-by-day updated information: Click HERE

CCS Class of 2021
Graduation Date: Sunday, June 27, 2021

Community Resources LINKS below:
Cooperstown Village Library

Kinney Memorial Library of Hartwick
The Clark Sports Center

Cooperstown Chamber of Commerce
Otsego County Department of Health

Destination Marketing Corporation for Otsego
County (DMCOC)

Cooperstown Food Pantry

Past Issues of Hawkeyes Express Click HERE

CCS District Website: www.cooperstowncs.org
CCS Jr./Sr. High School 39 Linden Ave, Cooperstown NY 13326  (607)547-8181
CCS Elementary School 21 Walnut St. Cooperstown NY 13326  (607)547-9976

CCS District Office 39 Linden Ave, Cooperstown NY 13326 (607)547-5364

PLEASE BE AWARE THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS NEWSLETTER
is not guaranteed to be absent of any errors or immune to the effects

of the ever-changing environment of 21st century education in the time of a pandemic.
If you have any questions or would like to provide input, please contact mschuermann@cooperstowncs.org.

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home
https://covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
https://www.otsegocounty.com/departments/d-m/health_department/covid19.php
http://www.villagelibraryofcooperstown.org/
http://libraries.4cls.org/hartwick/
https://www.clarksportscenter.com/
https://www.wearecooperstown.com/
https://www.otsegocounty.com/departments/health_department/index.php
https://www.otsegocounty.com/departments/tourism/index.php
https://www.otsegocounty.com/departments/tourism/index.php
http://cooperstownfoodpantry.org/
https://www.cooperstowncs.org/o/cooperstown-csd/page/hawkeyes-express-newsletters
http://www.cooperstowncs.org
mailto:mschuermann@cooperstowncs.org

