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A Message from Mr. Magnafici…. 

RMS Students and Families,  

Happy New Year! I would like to take the opportunity to 
welcome everyone back for the 2nd Semester and look 
forward to some great months ahead! As we move forward, 
we need assistance and input from all stakeholders to help 
us make decisions and look for ways to continue 
improvement and growth in our school community. In a 
few weeks, students, parents, and teachers across Illinois 
will have an opportunity to participate in the ninth annual 
statewide Illinois 5Essentials Survey. This survey is 
designed to generate a detailed picture of the inner 
workings of our school. All teachers, parents, and students 
in 4th through 12th grade will be responding to this survey. 
5Essentials Reports will be generated for our school if 
teachers and/or students meet the response rate threshold 
of 50 percent. The parent response rate must also meet the 
threshold of 25 percent, but we are hoping to have full 
participation. Please be on the lookout for survey links and 
I appreciate your time and input in completing this.  

Builders Club 

  Advisor - Ms. Brigitte Becker             Builders Club Officers: 

      Kiwanis Club Liaison -                 President—Brooklyn Arjes 
      Ms. Taylor Boostrom               Vice President—Rachel Lance 

                                                     Secretary—Carly Dallas 
 

During December, Builders Club sponsored a canned food 
drive for the Season of Giving. Ms. Hall's WIN class brought in 
the most items and earned treats! Builders Club members also 

made Christmas cards for Veterans to spread holiday cheer.  

Sophia Wendt 
RMS Student of 

the Month— 
January 2023 

Student Council 

Advisor - Ms. Brigitte Becker 
President—Katie Simpson 

Vice President—Eliza Zimmerman 
Secretary—Carly Dallas 

 

Student Council members visited 
WIN classes during December to 

collect coins for the annual United 
Way coin drive.  

Student of the Month 

WIN classes decorated 
their doors for the hol-

iday season and put 
together goodie bags 

for the Dixon Rehabili-
tation center! 



6th Grade 

In 6th grade Language Arts, students are beginning The Greeks unit. In this unit, 
students study three well-known stories centered on key heroes from Greek 
mythology: Prometheus, Odysseus, and Arachne. Drawing on the routines and skills 

established in previous units, students analyze the characters, 
actions, and themes of the individual myths, but also discuss 
some of the broader questions and themes raised by these 
myths, these heroes, and the view of the world presented. 
Social Studies students are working on a States Project where they will research and present 
information about the state they have chosen. In 6th grade science, students just wrapped up 
their unit on earthquakes. In this unit, they learned how and why earthquakes occur, where 
they are most common and how engineers design structures differently in areas where there is 
a high occurrence of earthquakes. A guest engineer came in to speak to each class and students 
applied her ideas to build their own earthquake resistant structures.  

 

7th Grade 

7th Grade Social Studies students are finishing up their unit on Europe. They designed a European Travel Brochure 
that highlighted a country that they would be interested in travelling too someday. In the next unit, students will 
focus on the geography, culture, and history of different African countries. The final project will be a Global Project 
where students will focus on the humanitarian issues facing African countries and aligns to the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals of 2030.  7th grade Scientists have just begun their journey into the Human Body 
Systems unit. Their focus will be on how the structure of each system determines the functions as well as the major 
organs of each system. The finale of the unit is the dissection of frogs!  Language Arts students are learning about 
the brain and how each part functions differently.  Phineas Gage had an iron go through his head and could live to 
tell about it, but the brain definitely experienced damage.  Students will be learning about how their own changing 
brains affect their decision-making.  
 

8th Grade 

8th Grade Social Studies  students are finishing up their unit on the American Revolution. The next unit will focus 
on the launching of our new nation and the emergence of political parties. Washington, Jefferson, Hamilton, and 
Adams will be our primary focus; including, the Louisiana Purchase and the War of 1812. In Language Arts, students 
are beginning the "Liberty and Equality" unit which focuses on the writings of both famous and lesser-known 
Americans who were critically, intellectually, and physically engaged in debate during the Civil War time period. 
The lessons allow students to dive into these important texts, with a clear focus on how each writer reflects on the 
question of equality during this time, and give them many opportunities to reflect on, discuss, write about, and 
debate the ideas of equality, opportunity, justice, and freedom.  
 

Specials   

PE students are starting their basketball unit where they will develop fundamental skills through the use of drills 
and learn the rules by playing games. 8th grade Art students have been  working on their Ceiling Tile Project.  The 
students had to research their ideas, develop them, create a plan and work to it to achieve their goal for the 
project.  The project is a student lead, student driven process, with the students making their own decisions about 
what approaches they want to try.   

Art Class ceiling tile 
project! 

Mrs. Glenn’s Shootouts!! 

On Friday, January 13th, we will celebrate GROWTH and GRADES. All students who met a STAR goal and/or 
passed all their classes will celebrate with a FUN Friday. We will have a dodgeball tournament, games in the 

cafeteria, a concession stand, and movie rooms. As a school 95% of our students earned this. We are proud of 
the growth and grades we are seeing at RMS!! Keep up the good work in the 2nd semester.  


