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Dear Parents, Residents, and Community Members: 

In some respects it is hard to believe it is “already” March.  However, it also feels like it is “only” March 
at times as well.  It has been nearly a year since COVID-19 entered our lives and changed everything.  
As we have navigated the past 12 months individually, collectively and educationally, I want to thank 
everyone for your continued support and understanding.  To say the least, the past 12 months have been 
less than ideal, but together we continue to move forward.  Perhaps with the vaccines we are seeing 
some light at the end of this tunnel.   

At this time of the year we typically are preparing for the Spring NYS testing of ELA and Math for 
grades 3-8.  However, we are unsure if these exams will take place or not.  NYSED has applied for a 
waiver for these required exams (including Regents exams), to the USDOE. I would expect a decision to 
be coming soon.    

With Spring also comes another budget season.  This year is proving difficult to navigate the budget 
process because of the many unknowns in regards to State Aid to schools, federal stimulus monies, and 
the overall financial situation in NYS.  As always, we will be working hard to put forth a budget for the 
2021-22 school year that is fiscally responsible to our taxpayers and appropriate for our students.  While 
we have traditionally adopted our budget in mid-March, this year any budget adoption will likely be 
delayed until April due to the uncertain fiscal situation.  It is our hope that by holding off, we will have 
more definitive budgeting information before adoption.   

Also, our Capital Improvement Project continues to move forward and on-schedule.  If all continues on 
the current schedule, the new elementary school will be ready to open in September.  Additionally, the 
District is moving forward with the marketing and sale of both the Glenfield and Port Leyden 
Elementary schools. It is our sincere wish and hope that the buildings can be re-purposed and remain a 
vibrant part of the South Lewis community.   

Despite the many challenges ahead of us, we are excited and looking forward to the remainder of the 
school year and to what the future holds for South Lewis Central Schools and our entire school 
community.  There is always reason for optimism and hope.  As always, should you have any comments, 
questions, or concerns, please feel free to contact me at any time.  Your involvement and feedback is 
valued and appreciated.   

Respectfully, 

Douglas Premo 
Superintendent of Schools 
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Dear Parents, Residents, and Members of the South Lewis Community: 

I hope this le>er finds you all well. Who would have thought one year ago, that we would sDll be in the throes of the 
COVID-19 pandemic? It was unimaginable, one year ago, that we would sDll be experiencing the hardships in school, and 
our lives in general, the way that we are today. Despite the many obstacles faced this year, South Lewis has been able to 
remain open for live instrucDon for much of the 2020-21 school year. We have all of you to thank for that. Your vigilance 
in pracDcing social distancing guidelines, in addiDon to your cooperaDon, your paDence, and your understanding, have 
allowed us to remain open during this difficult Dme.  

It is extremely unfortunate that we have another school year in the books where our students’ opportuniDes for extra-
curricular acDviDes and athleDcs have been limited or even cancelled. But, I am very excited to report, we have been 
able to allow limited parDcipaDon in clubs that can maintain social distancing during their acDviDes. As we conDnue into 
the spring, I am hopeful that we can expand on our offerings.  

It is also encouraging that we have been able to begin our winter athleDcs season. A great deal of thanks must go out to 
Mr. Villiere, our Director of Health, Physical EducaDon, and AthleDcs, to Mr. Brown, our AthleDcs Coordinator, and to all 
the coaches. Also, many thanks to Mr. Krokowski, the TransportaDon Director, and the enDre transportaDon department. 
There has been a great collaboraDon by many to bring this opportunity to fruiDon; and we are grateful for the 
commitment to our students by all of those involved.  

As we inch closer to the end of the school year, there are sDll some important things to note. I would like to remind you 
to encourage your students to conDnue to check their school email account and their Google Classrooms daily. Teachers 
will conDnue to post work and communicate with students so that they can complete work on their remote learning 
days via these online pla\orms. It is important students know the grades they earn are what will be recorded on their 
transcripts and that there will be no “free pass” like last year. If your child does experience difficulDes connecDng, they 
should contact the high school office, and we can direct them to the support that they need.  

Also, I’m sure you are all aware that the administraDon of the January Regents exams was cancelled. We have no word 
about the June administraDon of the Regents exams, so we must conDnue to prepare as normal. Teachers will be finding 
creaDve ways to assist students with preparing for the Regents exams. Again, please encourage your child to 
communicate with the teachers directly to parDcipate in any addiDonal instrucDon that the teachers may be offering.  

Finally, I would like to express our understanding that the events of the past year have taken their toll on everyone. I 
want to remind you all that we are commi>ed to the social and emoDonal well-being of your child. There are many 
supports in place here on campus, and we have connecDons to many community resources. So, if we can be of 
assistance to you in anyway, or you are noDcing any concerning changes in your child’s behavior, please contact the high 
school counseling office. We will be happy to offer any addiDonal support that we can.  

In closing, I would like to express my sincere hope for our enDre community moving forward. I like to consider each life 
experience as an opportunity to learn and grow. Even though this past year has been difficult for us all, I feel like there 
are some posiDve things from these struggles that we can all take with us and, in some way, be be>er because of them. 
Here’s to a great spring semester!  

          
Chad Luther 
          
 
High School Principal 
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High School English Department 
Mrs. Delles, Dr. Alger, Mrs. McGuire and Mrs. Burke 

The English Department is working to prepare students to be college and career ready.  We are continuously 
working to implement the 1:1 technology initiative in our classrooms. All English teachers are using Google Docs, 
Google Classroom, and Common Lit as tools for student learning and success. These platforms allow students to access 
materials from home and to share writings for peer and teacher editing as well as to respond to literature and nonfiction.  
Students should utilize these tools, as well as their email, during remote learning periods. Further, in English 12, students 
are responding to questions posed online for a College “Blackboard” experience.   
 In conjunction with career readiness, we continue to stress the importance of reading and writing, so familiar 
texts such as  The Crucible, Hamlet, Macbeth, The Great Gatsby, Fahrenheit 451, Oedipus the King, A Raisin in the Sun, 
and Lord of the Flies will be taught in English 9-12 classrooms as the year progresses. Being engaged with these texts 
allows students exposure to the literary canon. The universal themes presented in these works are ones that remain 
relatable to today’s society. We focus on in-depth analysis of the texts, with the goal being increased reading 
comprehension for each student.  

Seniors in Block English have engaged in reading, analyzing, and writing personal narratives, cover letters 
and resumes, and preparing for future interviews for jobs or college. They researched information from websites, 
databases, and scholarly articles on the effects of social media at the individual level as well as for society as a collective 
group, watched and analyzed a social media documentary along with various TED Talks, and wrote an argumentative 
research paper in MLA format on this topic. The senior block students are now reading Death of a Salesman, and will be 
preparing reflective essays that will address the meaning of success and the American dream as it is presented in the play. 
Currently, other seniors read the memoir Night, written by Elie Wiesel, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize. They are now 
working on a Google Slideshow project that reinforces the life lessons in Trevor Noah's autobiography Born a Crime, 
which illustrates his childhood in apartheid South Africa.  

In English 11, students recently finished reading The Crucible, and are continuously working on activities that 
focus on writing and applying appropriate grammar rules, while building their vocabulary knowledge. The eleventh 
grade classes are preparing to read the play, A Raisin in the Sun, by reading and discussing primary documents from the 
1950s and 1960s. As second semester starts, English 11 Honors students will be completing a college composition course 
that involves the writing of five major essays. The composition course emphasizes the skills and strategies required for 
scholarly writing. Ninth and tenth grade students are also working to develop skills in researching and writing. 
Sophomores are completing a reading and analysis of Martin Luther King’s “Letter From a Birmingham Jail.”  This will 
be followed by a comparative essay. Freshmen read Shakespeare’s play Romeo and Juliet, and are currently reading short 
stories while completing multiple Response to Literature essays that will be encountered on the ELA Regents.  
    As a department and as a school, we strive to offer our students the best educational opportunities possible. We 
continue to partner with both Jefferson Community College and Tompkins Cortland Community College, allowing our 
students the option to earn nine college credits in English as high school juniors and seniors. These credits have been 
readily transferable to colleges far and wide. We are proud to continue to help our students develop the communication 
skills needed to take the next steps in life.
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Math Department
Mr. Austin, Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Schneider, Ms. Yager

The South Lewis High School Mathematics Department has been 
surviving this very different school year, filling the students’ minds with 
mathematics knowledge.  As we continue to strive to give students the 
best possible education in a pandemic environment, school continues to 
be the one semi-consistent place for teachers, students and parents.  We 
must continue to partner together for the success of our students. 

All freshmen are currently enrolled in an Algebra A or Algebra I course.   The freshmen and their teachers are 
in full swing learning Algebra in the every other day format.  If Regents exams are given, Students in 
Algebra I will take that test in June 2021.  Students in Algebra A, will have another full year of Algebra B, 
before tackling the Algebra Regents in June 2022. 
 
Geometry students are continuing to use a discovery learning approach each day to grasp concepts, before 
they learn “the trick” to solving problems.  Geometry students will get the chance to show off their acquired 
skills on the Geometry Regents or teacher designed final examination at the end of the school year.  This 
year, we have a blast from the past course, Geometry NR.  Students get to enjoy the wonderful discovery of 
Geometry without the stress of the regents examination.  
 
After Geometry, South Lewis students can choose from Algebra II and Trigonometry NR, and another new 
exciting course, Tech Math for college credit.  Each of these courses will help fulfill the student’s additional 
graduation requirement of three years of Mathematics courses.  Students in Algebra II will experience a 
Regents type course and possible examination in June 2020.  Trig NR and Tech Math students will get a 
hearty mix of Algebra, Geometry, and Trigonometry skills to be applied in real life situations and will take a 
final examination at the end of the school year.       

In addition to our graduation requirements, South Lewis students can obtain college credits by taking College 
Algebra, Statistics, and/or Calculus Classes.  This experience is a great way for our upper level mathematics 
students to get college credits through TC3, while still enjoying the benefits of a structured high school 
teacher and classroom.   

*A special note to parents* 

Amidst the myriad of assessments, curriculum changes, remote 
experiences, and technology additions, please try to alleviate your 
student’s fears and concerns by letting them know that it still takes the 
same qualities to be a successful student.  Students should be prepared for 
class, pay attention, complete assignments, and prepare for assessments.  
In addition, parents can help by making sure that students are prepared on 
a daily basis with the appropriate materials and by checking their Google 
classroom.  
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Mr. Comet, Mrs. Gerhardt, Ms. Huntress, Mr. Lawry

This year is certainly an adjustment for us all.  As  a department, we are using current events (within the construct of our 
curriculum) to discuss disease spread, viability of mask use, reliability of source information, resources for economic 
development, and the proper use of the scientific method. 

Living Environment students have just begun learning about Human Immunity, Vaccine Development and Effectiveness 
and how the immune response occurs within our bodies. Teachers are impressing upon students the need to stay as 
healthy as possible in the face of our ongoing global health crisis, both with the response to the COVID-19 pathogen as 
well as seasonal influenza, the common cold (rhinovirus), and other challenges to our well-being.  This includes 
avoiding disease by considering/employing  “The Swiss-cheese concept” originated by James Reason, a cognitive 
psychologist, now a professor emeritus at the University of Manchester, in his 1990 book, Human Error.  The concept is 
rather simple:  use as many “barriers” that will help you to avoid disease as you have available.  While no singular 
method of disease prevention is perfect and completely effective, the more layers of prevention that you afford yourself 
improve  your chances of preventing infection. Starting with mask wearing, social distancing, effective cleaning 
protocols,  and hand hygiene, we are more able to stem the tide of infection.  Each successive “slice” of prevention that 
we add will decrease our chances of becoming ill.  Additional slices can include actions like limiting the size of the 
crowd that you are in, providing adequate ventilation, assisting in accurate contact tracing, quarantines, adhering to 
guidelines of healthcare, and more.  The most important thing we can all do is do our part to be caring and cognizant of 
stopping the spread of ANY disease through these methods.  

Some of Mrs. Gerhardt’s students are doing an independent lab to research the effectiveness of different types of masks. 
Please discuss with them what they learned so that you and your family can protect yourself from the virus. 

(Continued on Page7)

https://www.irishtimes.com/topics/topics-7.1213540?article=true&tag_person=James+Reason
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This year, Mr. Lawry’s Earth Science classes are working with cloud-based spreadsheets for recording of data more 
than previous years.  The continual potential for remote learning has made for an environment that is conducive to 
using this technology.  Students are becoming well versed in the creation of formulas within cells and mathematical 
manipulations with some Google Sheet functions.  Ms. Gerhardt’s classes are presently studying volcanoes and 
earthquakes. Across all our natural disaster topics we are discussing emergency preparedness, much of which can apply 
to pandemic preparedness as well. Please work with them to prepare an emergency supply kit for your home. 

In Regents Chemistry, Ms. Huntress students have been encouraged to utilize their 
asynchronous learning days to perform at-home experiments.  Thanks to grants 
from DonorsChoose.org, The Walmart Foundation, Rome Federal Credit Union, 
and the American Chemical Society, students have tested area water sources, 
investigated toothpaste characteristics, and grown crystals for the US Crystal 
Growing Competition.  We will be comparing shampoo advertisers claims, 
exploring the chemistry of value-added dairy options available to local farmers 
(cheese and butter making), and developing our own chapstick from locally 
produced beeswax in the near future. 

In College and Regents Physics, due to those same grant opportunities, we have made record players, analyzed stress-
relieving toys, and constructed model bridges.  In the coming months, we will begin investigation of foundational 
principles in Electricity, so expect your young physicists to become curious about your electricity bills, use, and 
opportunities for alternative energy development as a natural resource uniquely available to us in the North Country. 
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With Mrs. Vargo

Students enrolled in Family and Consumer Science courses this semester are 
investigating the importance of teen nutrition, workplace readiness skills, food 
and kitchen safety, and global food cultures.  

Food Science students are applying their knowledge of the six essential nutrients 
to create some healthy snacks including homemade energy bars and nutrient 
dense breakfast quesadillas in the lab while staying socially distanced, following 
safety guidelines, and learning basic safe food handling practices. Students 
enrolled in Food Sampler this semester are off to a great start.  They’re eagerly 
learning basic culinary terms, measuring skills, and food and kitchen safety as 
they prepare to embark on a culinary adventure to explore some of the world’s 
many exciting food preparations, cultures, and traditions!      

Last semester students enrolled in Caring for Kids gained essential knowledge 
relating to the areas of child development, caregiving skills and responsibilities, 
and child safety and wellness. Students enjoyed a variety of activities which 
included creating developmentally appropriate and safe toys, designing games 
and puzzles, calculating a family budget, and applying their knowledge of brain 
development to select appropriate cartoons and television programming for 
toddlers and preschool children. 
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With Señora Ellison

¿Qué pasa en la clase de español? 
We are so proud of our Spanish students and all the hard work they put in to learning a second language.  In 
our increasingly globalized and multicultural world, speaking a second language and understanding other 
cultures are both highly valued skills.  In addition, learning a second language has been shown to improve 
overall brain health, creativity, problem solving and communication ability - in any language! 

Español 2 
Señora Ellison’s Spanish II students started the year by reviewing material from last year, studying sports, and 
now health-related vocabulary.  They are currently working on creating presentations for their classmates on a 
health-related issue.  Other areas we have explored are communicating using present and past tense, Día de 
los Muertos, and other holiday related topics.  During the winter and spring, we will be studying thematic 
units such as seasonal activities, art & performing arts, and travel. 
  
Español 3 
Students began the year with a review of Spanish I and II.  We have completed units on traveling by train, 
restaurants, cooking, and are currently studying shopping and clothes.  Students have also been working hard 
to improve their communication skills by becoming more familiar with the more difficult aspects of speaking 
in the past tense.  We will also be learning future tense, and covering topics around technology, leisure time & 
celebrations, airport & hotel travel, and community places & services in the second half of the year. 

Español 4 
After a review of previous years’ material, we began the year with a unit on Spain, followed by Mexico, and 
are currently finishing a unit on Central America. For each region in the Spanish speaking world, we study 
aspects of geography, history, politics, music, art, literature, sports, food and other aspects of culture.  As a 
final project for each unit, students present a topic of their choice that relates to that region.  Everyone has 
done an excellent job on their presentations and giving feedback to peers about their projects after listening to 
them.  We will be studying the countries of South America, the Carribean, and finally Latinos in the US 
during the third and fourth quarters.  In addition, students do intensive grammar study throughout the year. 
  
Espanol 5 - SPA 221/222 (College Credit) 
This is our seventh year offering Spanish V for college credit, and our third year offering the class through 
Tompkins Cortland Community College. Each student will earn up to six college credits by successfully 
completing both halves of the course.  This course also provides students with the chance to receive the New 
York State Seal of Biliteracy. The seal appears on their diploma at graduation and signifies that students are 
able to read, write, and communicate fluently in two languages.
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High School Mr. Griffiths, Mr. Shannon, Mrs. Delles, Mr. Youngs

Welcome from the Social Studies Department at South Lewis High School.  We would like to use this newsle>er to 
introduce ourselves to those that don’t already know us and to give you a brief descripDon of the Social Studies Courses 
offered at the high school during this 2020-2021 school year 

 Edward Griffiths (Department Chair) 

I a>ended Le Moyne College in Syracuse, NY and received my Bachelor’s Degree in History, with a Minor in PoliDcal 
Science.  Aeer receiving my BA, I returned to Le Moyne College and earned my Master’s Degree in EducaDon.  I am 
currently teaching in my 21st year at South Lewis.   

Course I teach: 

United States History and Government (11th Grade) 

•This course covers the history of the United States from its colonial beginnings through current Dmes.  We discuss 
not only the history itself, but also the people and culture of the United States as we progress through our history. 
The course also explores the foundaDon of the ConsDtuDon and the workings of our system of government, 
including the main powers of the three branches of government.  This course also looks at the background that led 
to important Supreme Court Cases and how the decisions impacted our history. We discuss current events that 
impact our naDon and look at how our history may have impacted these events.  There is a Regents Exam at the 
end of the year that is required to pass for a Regent’s diploma for graduaDon. 

Kacee Delles 

I a>ended Jefferson Community College and SUNY Pla>sburgh for my bachelor's degree. My bachelor's degree is in 
Secondary EducaDon with a concentraDon in social studies. Then I a>ended SUNY Potsdam, where I earned a Master's 
in Curriculum and InstrucDon. 

Courses I teach: 

POL 121  

•This JCC course is an introducDon to the American poliDcal system, including the ConsDtuDonal framework; 
legislaDve, execuDve, and judicial funcDons; as well as the nature of American poliDcal parDes, interest groups, 
public opinion, social movements, poliDcal economy, and the role each plays in contemporary American life. 

ECO 101  

•This JCC course focuses on macroeconomics. Macroeconomics is a study of economic analysis as applied to 
problems of economic growth, business fluctuaDons, unemployment and inflaDon. Monetary and fiscal policies are 
evaluated as techniques used to achieve the economic goals of society. Macroeconomics deals with the overall 
level of output, its rate of growth and the level of prices in general. 

Global History and Geography I  

•Global History and Geography I covers ancient Dmes to global interacDons through 1750. 
Students engage in a variety of acDviDes including discussions, projects, assessments, wriDng 
assignments, and class work. 

(Continued on Page 11)
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Dan Shannon 

I a>ended Pla>sburgh State where I received my Bachelors of Science in History and also a>ended Pla>sburgh State to 
conDnue on and earn my Masters in Curriculum and InstrucDon. 

Course I teach: 

Global History and Geography II 

•This course examines world history chronologically beginning with the ScienDfic RevoluDon to the present.  Several 
concepts are woven throughout the course, including industrializaDon, naDonalism, imperialism, conflict, 
technology, and the interconnectedness of the world.  Students engage in a significant amount of wriDng in this 
course in preparaDon for the Global History and Geography Regents exam given at the end of the school year.  
Students must pass this exam to earn a Regents Diploma in New York State. 

Jeremy Youngs 

I received my Bachelors from UDca College where I dual majored in History and EducaDon. I then moved on to Concordia 
University and earned a Masters in Special EducaDon. While a>ending college I worked as a C.N.C machinist at Bartell 
Machinery where I completed my apprenDceship and became a journeyman machinist.  

Courses I teach: 

 ParDcipaDon in Government  

•This course aims to provide students with opportuniDes to become engaged in the poliDcal process by acquiring 
the knowledge and pracDcing the skills necessary for acDve ciDzenship. Throughout the course we will analyze the 
processes, and areas of influence on American Government. We will use current events that De directly to events 
that have local, naDonal and global effects to illuminate key ideas and conceptual understandings. There are two 
major projects that will be completed. One project is a “Supreme Court Case/and ConsDtuDonal Amendment 
analysis, where students will pick a court case that addresses a specific amendment violaDon. The other project is 
Know your Government project where students will look into local, state and federal governments to idenDfy who 
their respecDve representaDves are at each level.   

 Economics 

•This course will provide an overview of both macroeconomic and microeconomic issues. Throughout the course we 
will evaluate the determinaDon of output, employment, unemployment, interest rates, and inflaDon. Monetary and 
fiscal policies are discussed, as are the public debt and internaDonal economic issues. We will also analyze areas 
including price determinaDon, supply, and demand.  Of primary importance are the behavior of individuals/
households and firms, and their impact on prices, and the supply and demand for goods and services.  There are 
two major projects in this course that include the Game of life, where students will pick a career path and budget 
their salaries and living expenses, as well as a stock/investment project where students are granted a sum of 
ficDDous money and 
research different 
companies to invest 
in and track their 
data to illustrate 
how successful their 
investments were. 
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Chorus during the age of Covid-19 with Mrs 
Gronowski

For the last 20+ years, my contribution to the March newsletter has been a summary of whatever 
musical we were putting on and all the information you would need to attend. Well, as we all 
know, this year is anything but typical and many of our traditions have been altered or put on 
hold.  Unfortunately, with all of the regulations on group gathering and singing, we will not be 
putting on a musical this year. We also, as of right now, will not be putting on any live concerts. 
Our vocal department has had to make some very large adjustments to our typical curriculum 
and daily activities in class.  Your child has probably told you about how we are now having 
chorus in the auditorium, we have to wear masks if we sing, and we are seated very far apart. 
However, they may not have answered your questions about what we are doing in the absence 
of our usual rehearsal and concert prep.  We have been focusing on observing, learning and 
reflecting on some phenomenal solo and group vocal performances.  We started the year 
focusing on learning about a cappella music and studying groups such as Voctave, Pentatonix, 
Voiceplay, and Homefree. We have also observed some great performances done by school 
choirs at all levels.  The month of December contained a focus on how important music is to the 
celebration of the holidays.  We sang carols, masked of course, watched some performances of 
our favorite holiday songs and did a little research on some of our favorite carols.  January 
started with some discussion on genre and how different artists can make the same song sound 
very different.  We did some head-to-head song comparisons that had the chorus voting on their 
favorite versions.  It also included a study of how music played a role in the civil rights 
movement, particularly with the song “We Shall Overcome”.  As I’m writing this article, we are 
learning who Bobby McFerrin is and his contribution to the world of a cappella and 
improvisational music.  In February, we are focusing on music’s connection to emotion with an 
emphasis on love, in honor of Valentine’s Day.   If you ever want to see the things we are 
observing and discussing in class, check out our Google Classroom. Ask your child to show you 
some of the things we have been doing and what they have learned. Although we are missing 
making music so much, this year has given us the opportunity to learn about some aspects of 
choral singing that we normally do not have time for.  I will be glad to get back to singing when it 
is safe to do so; however, I will continue to try and fit some of this type of learning into next year’s 
curriculum as well.    



13

The bird in art - Cindy Panella 
There are many ways artists can portray their feelings, emotions, thoughts, and representations of the world 
that is within them and outside them. One such topic is that of the bird. Whether one hunts them, admires 
them, feeds them or watches them, they can be our inspiration in the art room. Creatures of beauty makes 
them worthy of discovery from their beautiful colors, patterns on their wings, right down to their songs they 
sing. They are a part of our air that we breathe and we can use them to sketch, sculpt or even carve into clay. 
Looking at a painting from Egypt from 3,300 years or more ago, reveals a kingfisher that still flies over the 
Nile today. They captured its flight and the movement of it plunging into the water after a fish. The spirit and 
soul of the bird is felt. Art objects in the past are often given as a wedding gift. They were also practical 
objects holding liquids with the body of the bird containing the liquid and the beak used as a spout to pour 
from. The Chinese believed that the Owl had magical powers and if the Owl could see at night, it had power 
over the dark and could protect the dead.  Many ritual vessels were made in the form of Owls. In the Christian 
religion, the dove hung in medieval churches on long chains above the alters and inside the body would be 
the host or the body of Christ. The dove symbolizes love and peace. Roosters are common on weather vanes 
as they silhouette the sky above barns . They can even be brought into the house as simple wooden carved 
images that are used as decoration.  Albrecht Durer was a German artist that could draw so well that the 
images seem to come to life on the paper. He sketched constantly and observed his subjects in complete 
detail. One that captures my eye is that of an Owl created  in 1508. The famous American John James 
Audubon loved the wilderness and was fascinated by birds. He created a huge book on birds that holds many 
beautiful birds of America within. It took him twelve years to complete and shows birds in their natural setting 
with backgrounds that are true masterpieces themselves. During remote learning we looked at the paintings 
of Paul Klee in which a twittering machine is represented. The birds act like machines in his drawing trying to 
chirp out a melody. Perhaps this represents man, nature, and our use of machines. Brancusi represents a bird 
as a modern sculpture with a simple shape and form that is pure and shows flight as a simple swoosh. In the 
art room we used oil pastels to create a parrot picture that brought color to our world. In sculpture we are 
pinching out birds to make a string of clay birds. Pinch pot bird bowls and appliqué techniques are also being 
used. The act of making art is a natural and spiritual act and good for our souls. Whether you have a craft, a 
sport, a hobby, or some animals, just do something that makes you feel centered. If that is the world of clay, 
well us potters know the wheel centers us as we center that awesome clay. Believe in something and let your 
light shine!!!
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There are many courses a South Lewis student can take to get a pracDcal, real-world educaDon.  Some of 
those courses are in the Business EducaDon Department.  South Lewis offers three courses at both the high 
school and college levels.  Any student in grades 10, 11, or 12 can take AccounDng.  AccounDng is a great 
course to study for both personal and business reasons.  AccounDng provides students with skills and 
knowledge that can be applied in many industries and on any job.  There are a number of jobs within the 
accounDng field, from banking to management, that someone can get into and earn a good income.  A 
student taking a full-year high school accounDng course will have the skills to enter into an entry-level 
posiDon in the business or banking field.  It is imperaDve for anyone who wishes to open their own business  
to take accounDng as it teaches one how to financially run a business. 

Another course offered is Business Math. Students in grades 11 and 12 can take advantage of this course 
and earn three college credits as well as fulfill a ½ year credit requirement toward high school graduaDon.  
Business Math is another pracDcal course for anyone who will be living on their own someday and especially 
for those students who wish to own their own business or go into the business field.  It teaches how to 
juggle discounts, markups, overhead, profits, inventory, payroll, revenue and much more.  Some personal 
finance is also thrown in this course as students will learn about mortgages, buying a car, and personal 
budgeDng. 

Personal Finance is another great course for students to take at South Lewis.  Having basic personal financial 
skills is one of the most important skills anyone should have if one wants to live a financially healthy and 
happy life.  A student’s level of understanding around the fundamentals of budgeDng, saving, debt, 
invesDng, and long-term financial care is important to everyone.  This course is also offered as a college-
level, three credit course as well as a ½ credit toward high school graduaDon. 

Money touches everyone’s life.  It is very important that students learn now how to be financially healthy, 
not for just today but for their enDre life.  The lack of financial educaDon can have painful consequences.  
Learning early is important as our students will be heading off to college or into the work force.  Financial 
Literacy leads to a happier lifestyle and helps our overall economy.   

If you have quesDons about any of these courses, please contact Ms. Bradway (instructor) or the South 
Lewis Guidance Office at 315-348-2521.  Any student who plans on living on their own someday should 
consider these courses; they are pracDcal, life-skill type courses that can be very beneficial. 

With 
Kim 

Bradway
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HIGH SCHOOL COUNSELING INFORMATION

JUNIORS 
Take College Entrance Exams: College-bound Juniors are encouraged to take the ACT or SAT this spring. To 
register for the ACT, go to www.actstudent.org. The registration site for the SAT is www.collegeboard.org. 
South Lewis’ school code number is 335653. Fee waivers are available for students who meet the criteria. 
See Mrs. Bronson in the School Counseling Office for help with fee waivers. All juniors have access to 
Method Test Prep to practice for these exams.  
Practice the test by taking sample versions. Get plenty of sleep and eat a well-balanced breakfast before your 
test. Be sure to read the directions and test questions carefully. Pace yourself so you have time to review your 
work. 
SAT Test Date: May 8th 
Registration Deadline:  April 8th 
Cost:  $52.00 (no writing) 
$68.00 (with writing)  
ACT Test Date: June 12th 
Registration Deadline:  May 7th  
Cost: $55.00 (no writing) 
$70.00 (with writing) 
Find the college that is right for you. Ask your school counselor for help. Use the College Board Big Future 
search.  Complete a FastWeb College Search (www.fastweb.com).  Try a program search on www.suny.edu.  
Learn more about schools via their websites, campus visits, and college fairs.  Visit Colleges: Juniors should 
be researching and visiting a variety of colleges this spring and summer with their parents.  Contact the 
college online or by phone to set up an appointment for a college visit.  Please contact the School Counseling 
Office for assistance.  Most colleges have excellent virtual visits if they are not offering in-person visits. 
 
SOPHOMORES 
It is not too early to start researching careers and colleges. Try visiting the following college search websites: 
www.SUNY.edu., www.petersons.com, www.fastweb.com (they also offer a good scholarship search) 
www.nycolleges.org.  
If you want career information/descriptions, try: NYS Department of Labor website www.careerZone.org, 
www.bls.gov/oco , www.planstudent.org , www.mappingyourfuture.org  (Look at the “Career Ship” section).   
If you haven't done so already, you should meet with your school counselor to discuss career and college 
plans and select your classes for next year. Make an appointment today. 
 
FRESHMEN 
Talk to your teacher if you have questions about your lab work. Your class record is important for preparing 
for college and your future career. Choose challenging courses for your schedule and keep an eye on your 
GPA (Grade Point Average). 
Scheduling for 2021-2022 is in progress.  
Junior student course requests were completed in January. Sophomore and Freshman course requests should 
be completed by the end of March. Please review the course selections made by your child. Please call Mrs. 
Burmingham or Ms. Green at 315-348-2530 if you have questions or concerns regarding your child's course 
requests for next year.  
 

http://www.actstudent.org
http://www.collegeboard.org
http://www.fastweb.com
http://www.suny.edu
http://www.SUNY.edu
http://www.peterson.com
http://www.fastweb.com
http://www.nycolleges.org
http://www.careerZone.org
http://www.bls.gov/oco
http://www.mappingyourfuture.org
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NORBERT GAZIN SCHOLARSHIP is open to students who were born in Lewis County (living in Lewis 
County at the time of their birth), have been a resident of the County for at least five years, will graduate 
from a Lewis County school and have no felony convictions. Priority will be given to students entering the 
fields of Engineering, Ag, and Forestry with at least a 70 average. As in the past, any student planning on 
attending college may apply for this scholarship regardless of major if they have at least an 80 average. 
Alumni may also apply if they have a 2.5 cumulative GPA. If you are planning on attending college, apply 
for this! Contact Mrs. Bronson for the application link or try the link below: 
https://forms.gle/hcS8v6Bf1XfuhKgU8 
Deadline: March 24th 
 
ELIZABETH B. BUSH SCHOLARSHIP is open to Lewis County students in the top 15% of their class. 
South Lewis is guaranteed at least one $1,000.00 winner. 
Deadline: March 24th 
 
LEWIS COUNTY GENERAL HOSPITAL AUXILIARY SCHOLARSHIPS are available to seniors who are 
planning on entering the health field. Applications are available in the School Counseling Office. 
Deadline: TBD 
 
NORTHERN NEW YORK COMMUNITY FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIPS are open only to residents of 
Jefferson and Lewis County who will be full-time students during the 2021-2022 school year. Freshman 
Scholarships are based upon academic achievement and personal data. The scholarship selection is based on 
class rank, average, ACT/SAT scores, Regents scores, personal data, essay and applicant appraisal. 
Scholarship amounts are based upon unmet financial need as determined by the student’s college. ALL 
STUDENTS PLANNING TO ATTEND COLLEGE SHOULD COMPLETE THIS APPLICATION.  
Students attending any type of college, including technical schools, are eligible.  This is a one-year award.  
Give as much information as you can on your application.  Provide specific details in the work experience, 
school & community activities, and any unusual hardships or special family or personal circumstances 
sections of the application.  (Tell your story.)  Promote yourself by telling them what you want to study and 
why.  Describe your career goals and aspirations.  What makes you, you?   

You will be required to complete the online application, write an essay, have two appraisal forms completed 
and submitted, and submit your official transcript.  Start now; it takes some time to complete all of this. 

Deadline:  April 1st  

DEKIN EDUCATIONAL TRUST 2021 SCHOLARSHIP is open only to Lewis County graduates who need 
financial assistance and are majoring in Engineering and Nursing. This is a $1,500 scholarship that a student 
did win last year from South Lewis. Interested students must request an application from the Trustee. The 
School Counseling Office has more information on this scholarship and how to get the application.  
Deadline:  March 12th  
 
Any senior who is not going to college in the fall should be building his/her resume and job experience. 
Please see Ms. Green or Mrs. Burmingham for assistance. 
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Ian Anderson Kallie Bauter Jayden Denslow Harleigh Dorrity Abbigail Durgan 

Lauren McGuire 

Christopher Higby 

Morgen Hungerford Hannah Ielfield Brenna Kenyon Matthew Liddiard Lauren Mashaw Maron Kogut 

Grace Mear Caleb Metzler Madison Munn Hunter Nagy Sophia Sabatini 

Briar Schweinsberg Chloe Seller Shane Sweredoski Olivia Weiss Ethan Youngs Keltsey Youngs 

South Lewis Lions Club 
 

Senior Scholars 
Class of 2021 
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SL Athlete of the Month 

 
Lauren McGuire is the South Lewis Soccer Player of the Month. 

As a senior, this is Lauren’s second year playing varsity    
soccer.  Lauren consistently shows what it means to be a 

leader and a team player.  She stepped into a new position 
this season and not only did a great job, but she was an      

integral part of the defense. Lauren worked hard to be better 
every day and her teammates fed off of her completely     

positive attitude and outlook.   
 

Lauren is the daughter of Patrick and Marcy McGuire, Turin. 
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SL Athlete of the Month 

 

Devan Maurer is the South Lewis Soccer Player of the Month. 
As a senior, this is Devan’s fourth year playing varsity soccer.   
Devan illustrated the true spirit of interscholastic athletics. 
From simple fundamentals to more complex movements, 

Devan worked hard in practice to push himself to get better. 
Devan gave tremendous effort during games, playing 

through some tough "no call" situations. In addition, he 
demonstrated an unselfish dedication to the younger       

members of the team and tried to make others around him 
better with his example.   

 

Devan is the son of Greg and Robin Maurer, Turin. 
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SL Athlete of the Month 

Shaylagh Randall is the South Lewis Swimmer of the Month. 
Shaylagh is in her 4th year of swimming at the varsity level.   

She began swimming as an 8th grader and has developed into 
one of the dominant swimmers in the Frontier League.  Shaylagh 
has the record in the 500 freestyle event, and if the season would 
have been “normal”, Coach Austin believes that she would have 

set a record in the 200 freestyle as well. Shaylagh is a natural 
leader and takes charge to make sure that things get done.  

Coach Austin says that Shaylagh works as hard as anyone that he 
has ever coached.  She leads by example and raises the rest of 

the team up to her high competitive level. 
 

Shaylagh is the daughter of Tom and Becky Randall, Constableville. 
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SL Athlete of the Month 

 

Shane Sweredoski is the South Lewis Boys’ Cross Country      
Athlete of the Month.                                                                  

As a senior, this is Shane’s fourth year on the varsity 
cross country team.  Shane has shown tremendous  

growth and improved so much in his final season of    
running.  He also did a fantatsic job of leading the boys 

during off-season training.                                                       

Shane is the son of  Tim & Rebecca Sweredoski, Constableville.  
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2020 
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Although this has been a very different type of year, I continue to be impressed with how well 

middle school students have adapted.  They have learned new routines and procedures 

specifically related to health and safety, and have done so with ease.  They wear their masks 

and maintain social distancing without giving it a thought, and come to school ready to learn 

with positive attitudes.

In February we celebrated students with mid-year awards.  We weren’t able to have our typical 

assembly, but grade level teams recognized students for achieving the highest average, 

showing the greatest improvement, and the middle school award.  The middle school award 

recognizes students who demonstrate the six pillars of Character Counts: Trustworthiness, 

Respect, Responsibility, Fairness, Caring, and Citizenship.  In spite of the challenges our 

students have faced this year, they continue to excel and we are proud of their 

accomplishments.

Students also participated in a virtual assembly sponsored by PBS in February.  “Mike the 

Motivator,” shared a positive message about overcoming academic obstacles and setting life 

goals.  Mike’s Student Success Tour encourages students to achieve their potential and has 

been shared with over 100,000 educators and students across the country.  He communicated 

a message of grit and resilience, and we hope he provided a blueprint for students needing 

encouragement in their academic career, and other areas of their lives.  

We’re more than halfway through the year, and although there have been challenges, we have 

all worked together to overcome them.  I appreciate how hard our teachers have worked to 

adapt their instruction during one of the most difficult times of their careers and the great deal of 

support we have received from our families.  I recognize the challenges hybrid learning 

presents for families who are often dealing with their own trials related to the pandemic.  I look 

forward to the days when our school can be filled with students, parents, and community 

members, and I know those days are coming!

Best regards, 

Judy Duppert
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News From Middle School Guidance 
Mrs. Amanda Kogut, School Counselor and Ms. Angela Arthur, Guidance Secretary 

Tips to Motivate Students to Complete Work in a Remote/Hybrid Learning Environment

Making the shift to long-term and hybrid remote learning can affect kids’ mental health and development in 
a variety of ways. In the very early years of a child’s development, interacting with other kids at school 
helps them learn problem solving, communication, and social skills separate from adults. Remote learning 
can cause kids to have trouble feeling motivated to get up in the morning when they know they’re going to 
be sitting in front of a computer screen all day rather than in a classroom with their friends. There are a few 
strategies parents and families can use to help their kids succeed academically and cope with the 
emotional stress of the pandemic.

Set a schedule. 
Help your student setup a schedule for in-person and remote learning days. Schedules should have clear 
expectations and be consistent. Make sure this works for your lifestyle. 

Create a workspace. 
Designate a space for your student to successfully complete work with minimal distractions and necessary 
materials, such as proper lighting, a charge cord, pens and pencils, notebooks, etc. 

Provide check-ins and reminders.
Everyone is busy and keeping track of everything can be difficult. Providing students with simple reminders 
to start work or following up on what should be done can help keep them on track. Setting alarms or 
reminders on phones can be another helpful tool.

Keep in touch with teachers.
Maintaining open communication with teachers can be the greatest key to success. Whether it be through 
Google Classroom, Remind, Weekly Progress Reports, email, or phone calls, it is important to stay in 
touch.

Take breaks.
Be sure to schedule breaks and/or spend time with your kids doing the things you enjoy or find relaxing. 
Time for breaks, play, and fun will improve problem solving, critical thinking, and communication skills as 
well as recharge your batteries to complete tasks.

Talk to them.
Have casual conversations to check-in with your kids to figure out how they are feeling, what is bothering 
them, what is going well, to discuss their strengths, and what they may be struggling with. Not every 
conversation has to revolve around school or homework.

Use available resources and supports.
As a result of the pandemic, there are a lot of free academic and emotional support resources available. 
The Middle School Counseling website, the district website, and understood.org are some examples of the 
supports available to students and families.

Cut yourself some slack.
Most importantly, remember that these are trying times and we’re all juggling many new responsibilities. Be 
sure to restart each day and remind yourself often that you are doing your best and that is success. This 
will not only help you but will model a positive mindset to your students!

Adapted from The Remote Learning Tips That’ll Help Your Child Emotionally & 
Academically Thrive This Year by Jo Yurcaba, Sept 4, 2020. 
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South Lewis Middle School 
“Student of the Month” for November 2020 

Faculty members have selected five students for the November 2020 “Student of the 
Month” program. This program is sponsored by the National Junior Honor Society and 
recognizes students who demonstrate a strong work ethic, positive attitude, and good 
citizenship in our school and community.  Kal Cihocki, son of Jennifer and Scott Cihocki 
of Glenfield, is the fifth grade recipient of this award.  Kailyn Markham, daughter of Kerin 
and Cortney Markham of Constableville, is the sixth grade recipient.  Hudson Plato, son of 
Brandyn Plato and Stanley Plato III of Lyons Falls, is the seventh grade recipient.  Alexis 
Egnew, daughter of Samantha Brown of Turin and Jeremy Sullivan of Port Leyden, is the 
eighth grade recipient of this award. The Related Arts “Student of the Month” for 
November is Reeghan Weiler, daughter of Julie Weiler of Turin.  Congratulations to each 
student and their family. 

First Picture: Kal Cihocki  
Second Picture: Hudson Plato 
and Kailyn Markham 
Third Picture: Alexis Egnew 
Fourth Picture: Reeghan Weiler



27

December
ST

U
D

EN
T 

O
F 

TH
E 

M
O

N
TH

 

South Lewis Middle School 
“Student of the Month” for December 2020 

Faculty members have selected five students for the December 2020 “Student of the 
Month” program. This program is sponsored by the National Junior Honor Society and 
recognizes students who demonstrate a strong work ethic, positive attitude, and good 
citizenship in our school and community.  Carter Finster, son of Ashley Finster of Port 
Leyden and Jeremy Finster, is the fifth grade recipient of this award.  Jayden Zuccaro, son 
of Megan and Andrew Zuccaro of Lyons Falls, is the sixth grade recipient.  Natalee 
Billhardt, daughter of Susan and Bradford Billhardt of Constableville, is the seventh grade 
recipient.  MacCoy Maciejko, son of Jason and Melinda Maciejko of Turin, is the eighth 
grade recipient of this award. The Related Arts “Student of the Month” for December is 
Alayna Mooney, daughter of Emily Wheelock and Matthew Mooney of Port Leyden.  
Congratulations to each student and their family. 

First Picture from left to right: Alayna Mooney, 
Natalee Billhardt, and Jayden Zuccaro.  
Second Picture from left to right: MacCoy 
Maciejko and Carter Finster 
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Ms. Fitzgerald, Ms. Still, Mrs. Kraeger, Mrs. Horn

We are always amazed at how quickly the beginning of the school year seems to pass by!  
Students are quickly and successfully adjusting to their new environment and challenges here in the 
Middle School.  

In Math, students and teachers have been working hard to meet the expectations set forth by the 
New York State Math Modules.  These modules are New York State’s interpretation of the Common 
Core Learning Standards.   Students have been working on fluency activities that help their day-to-
day math fact recall.   They are doing well with developing a more sophisticated understanding of 
numbers, so they can more deeply understand math concepts.   Students are working in more 
complex ways in order to be successful on the New York State Math Exam.  

Fifth Graders have been reading a variety of challenging texts in Literacy.   They have thoroughly 
examined human rights challenges, such as first-hand accounts of past and present situations in 
the world.   We are currently reading Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan. The culminating 
product of this unit will be an essay analyzing the character of Esperanza and how she changed as 
a person during challenges she faced in her life. Later in the year, we will integrate science topics 
with literacy as we learn about rainforest scientists and their research and the biodiversity of the 
rainforest. The 1:1 technology is also being utilized this year as students have access to a variety of 
other texts. Our school district has memberships to several different reading sites. These sites offer 
a diverse category of topics for students to choose from, and each reading offers practice of literacy 
skills being taught in the classroom. It has been a great tool for students and teachers!

The science curriculum focuses on several units of study. Fifth grade science is implementing the 
Next Generation Science Standards using four big mysteries. Mystery 1: Web of Life - Ecosystems 
and the Food Web. Mystery 2: Watery Planet - Water Cycle and Earth’s Systems. Mystery 3: 
Spaceship Earth – Sun, Moon, Stars, and Planets. Mystery 4: Chemical Magic – Chemical 
Properties and Properties of Matter.

Within the social studies curriculum, students have been exploring the Western Hemisphere. We 
started off the school year learning what the Western Hemisphere is and where it is located. This 
set us in motion to learn about different time periods and events that have occurred in the Western 
Hemisphere. We are currently studying the early peoples of America and how complex civilizations 
developed in Mesoamerica. Later this year we will study how slavery drove the production of sugar, 
New France and its explorers, and the Declaration of Independence.   

With the continued increase in rigor throughout all areas, attendance is vital.   Class discussions 
play a key role in fostering a deeper understanding of the skills and concepts needed to be 
successful in fifth grade.   As a fifth grade, we continue to grow both as individuals and intellectuals 
and look forward to sharing and growing even more with one another this school year.
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With Ms. Gerber, Mrs. Martin, 
Mrs. Mooney, Mr. Niles

In the sixth grade science classrooms students have been very busy learning process skills that scientists perform in the 
laboratory setting. We will be studying structures and properties of matter, waves and electromagnetic radiation, space systems, 
interdependent relationships in ecosystems, and human impacts. We read and discuss informational text, watch educational video 
presentations, and engage in many other learning activities.  As part of the NYS Common Core expectations, ELA reading and 
writing skills, as well as math skills are incorporated into the sixth grade science curriculum, and students are expected to utilize 
these skills when completing assigned tasks. 

In English 6 with Ms. Gerber and Mrs. Martin, students have been working hard to improve their reading and writing skills.  There 
are four modules, each having a central text and other supporting texts.   

Module 1 – The Lightning Thief 
 Module 2 – Bud, Not Buddy 
 Module 3 – Flush 
 Module 4 – Frightful’s Mountain 

Students are also interacting with supplemental texts of various genres that support the major ideas within each central text.  Each 
unit incorporates a major writing piece as well.  These pieces will focus students on various elements of writing such as theme, 
plot, paragraph formation, introductions, conclusions, main/central idea, and character development.  In the future units, students 
will be working on research projects, writing evidence-based claims, and taking their analytical skills to a higher level.  These 
topics will incorporate many non-fiction pieces.  Students will make connections between major themes in the novels they have 
read this year.  The ELA units are fast-paced, exciting, and challenging us to do our best thinking each day.   

In Math 6 with Mr. Niles and Mrs. Mooney, we are busy working through the modules.  The modules 1-6 contain notes, examples, 
and practice problems that the students are expected to complete in order to fulfill the Common Core expectations. 

 Module 1 – Ratios and Unit Rates      Module 4 – Expressions and Equations 

 Module 2 – Arithmetic Operations Including Division of Fractions  Module 5 – Area, Surface Area, and Volume 

Module 3 – Rational Numbers     Module 6 – Statistics 

Sixth Grade Social Studies is based on the geography and history of the Eastern Hemisphere, including the development of 
cultures, civilizations, and empires; interaction between societies; and the comparison of trends in government and economics.  
The course began by examining the Eastern Hemisphere today and geographical skills.  This provides the foundation to make 
connections between the past and the present.  The remainder of the course is divided into seven key 
ideas that cover a span from pre-history into the 1300’s.  Students are provided the opportunity to 
explore belief systems across time and to examine the foundations of democracy.  The seven key 
ideas for 6th Grade Social Studies include:  Eastern Hemisphere Geography, The First Humans 
through the Neolithic Revolution, Early River Valley Civilizations, World Religions, Classical 
Civilizations, Mediterranean World and Feudal Western Europe, and Interactions across the Eastern 
Hemisphere.  Sixth Grade Social Studies is an exciting course, where students will read, analyze, 
compare and contrast major themes and characteristics of several ancient civilizations.  In addition, 
students will continue geography, apply map skills, and complete inquiries.  It is great to see the 
students so eager to learn about ancient civilizations!  We thank you for your continued support. 
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Students in Math 7 have been 
working hard this year with our 
unique schedule!  Students have 
completed the first module: 
O p e r a t i o n s w i t h R a t i o n a l 
Numbers.  They discovered rules 
f o r a d d i n g , s u b t r a c t i n g , 
multiplying, and dividing positive 
and negative whole numbers.  

They then applied these rules to positive and negative fractions 
and decimals.  Students used these rational numbers to describe 
situations involving temperature, elevation, bank accounts, 
spelunkers, mountain climbers, and the stock market. 

Students are continuing their learning in the second module: 
Algebraic Reasoning.  In the first part of the module, students 
learned about polynomials.  We added, subtracted, multiplied, 
and divided polynomials. Currently, students are working on 
extending their understanding of solving equations and 
inequalities from sixth grade to include solving equations using 
the distributive property and combining like terms.  Soon, 
students will explore concepts about circles including, radius, 
diameter, circumference, and area.  They will learn to use 
formulas to calculate the circumference and area of any circle. 
Please note, that in seventh grade, students are not allowed to 
write a numerical representation for pi.  They must use the pi 
button on their calculator for all computations.   

We are at the end of our third unit 
called the formation of the thirteen 
colonies.  During this unit, the 
students learned about how 
companies of the 1600’s made 
money by participating in our 
modern day version of the stock 
market game. 

These activities are designed to help students understand what 
life was like during the colonial time period and relate it to their 
lives. We also are using many primary sources from the time 
period to help students cite examples from the documents to 
support their knowledge of the time period. 

 Our next unit is on the Revolutionary War.  In this unit, students 
will research a patriot, design a slide show, and give a 
presentation.  This activity is designed to help students learn 
about the people that were instrumental in winning the war. 

Our remaining units are the Constitution, moving west, the Civil 
War, and Reconstruction.  I look forward to working with your 
children throughout the year. 

With Mrs. Liddiard  

and Mrs. Schneider

Students have recently completed our 
first novel of the school year, A Long 
Walk to Water, by Linda Sue Park. In 
this first unit, students explored the 
question: “How do culture, time, and 
place influence the development of 
identity?” Through a study of the 
development of character in the novel, 

A Long Walk to Water, students immersed themselves in the 
experiences of the people of Southern Sudan during the 
Sudanese Civil War. In this unit, students read the first five 
chapters of the novel, discovering the differing perspectives of 
the novel’s two main characters and considering the different 
experiences of the Dinka and Nuer tribes of Southern Sudan. 
Students then explored informational texts that described the 
cultures of the Dinka and the Nuer. Students identified textual 
evidence that supported the differing perspectives of the 
novel’s characters and the Sudanese people, and completed 
routine writing tasks to analyze and explain that evidence. 

In our next module, our second novel, Lyddie, students explore 
the issue of working conditions, both historical and modern 
day. As they read and discuss both literary and informational 
text, students analyze how people, settings, and events interact 
in a text and how an author develops a central claim. Students 
strengthen their ability to discuss specific passages from a text 
with a partner, write extended text-based argument and 
informational pieces, and conduct a short research project. 

Please contact me anytime at cshedd@southlewis.org 

With Mr. Shedd

With Mrs. Groff

In Science 7, we began the year with a unit on 
the Scientific Method. We conducted an 
experiment comparing the time to dissolve of 
Alka-Seltzer tablets in different temperatures 
of water. The students learned the importance 
of precise measurements and how to analyze 
the whole class’ data to determine its 
meaning.  

 
During the last two units, our focus has been on plants. We have 
learned about how plants change their behavior with the seasons, 
produce their own food through photosynthesis, and feed other 
organisms. The students have critically observed many models, drawn 
on their background knowledge for examples, and conducted labs or 
simulations to discover more about these topics.  

Currently, we are focusing on plant reproduction by growing lima 
beans in different mediums to observe germination. Leading up to this 
point, we dissected flowers to find the reproductive structures and 
learned about each structure’s function. Then we observed the external 
and internal structures of seeds to figure out how a seed becomes a 
plant. The students have been conducting labs, recording observations 
and data, and deepening their understanding of how structure fits 
function.   

As our seeds germinate, we are also diving into the micro world by 
learning about cells. While we begin with plant cells, we will quickly 
transition to animal cells. This will lead us into our study of human 
body systems. Many of the students are anticipating when we will be 
able to conduct dissections of organs. 

The seventh graders continue to use their curiosity to make 
discoveries about the world around them. I am always encouraged by 
the observations and inferences that they share as well as the breadth 
of topics they bring up. Keep wondering about why things are the way 
they are, why things happen, and what changes could be made to 
make things better. I am looking forward to what they will discover in 
the second half of the year both on their own and in the classroom. 

English

With Mrs. Zehr
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With 

Mrs. Vae
rewyck

With  

Mr. Kilburn 

This year in eighth grade science, we started 
out with discovering how to set up a proper 
scientific investigation by answering questions 
such as “Do mints actually make my mouth 
colder?” and “What conditions best dissolve 
Alka-Seltzer tablets?” Then we dove into all 
things small—discussing atoms and molecules 
along with the periodic table and phases of 
matter. We also spent some time classifying the 
world around us—just in time for some snow & 
holiday themed dichotomous keys. Most 
recently, the students have been putting in a lot 
of ENERGY into making series and parallel 
c i r c u i t s w h i l e d i s c u s s i n g a l l o f t h e 
transformations that are occurring. We are so 
excited to learn about Earth Science, Forces 
and Genetics later this year!

As we approach the middle of the year, we have finished focusing 
on post-Civil War industrialism and expansionism in the United 
States and have begun studying the World Wars and modern era in 
United States history. As we continue to look at social reforms in 
the United States, we are also examining how the U.S. grew to be a 
world power during the World Wars. We have recently finished 
discussing the end of U.S. isolationism and the rise of American 
imperialism which will culminate with the start of the First World 
War. We will then examine how overproduction and buying on 
credit led to the Great Depression. We are also spending a good deal 
of time comparing what has happened in the past to current world 
events and discussing how what has happened can guide us through 
what is happening or is about to happen.   

Alongside the content of the 8th Grade Social Studies curriculum, 
we spend time on the skills that accompany it. We spend a good 
amount of time on graphs, charts, and visual information sources 
such as political cartoons, photographs, and the arts in order to 
improve skills in reading and examining documents for 
information, as well as using graphic organizers to plan written 
responses.  

We are also working with the English Language Arts department to 
use common planning strategies and test-taking strategies we have 
developed to help students be successful in their critical reading, 
writing, and thinking in both content areas. This will give students a 
better chance to be successful using these types of historical 
documents on their Grade 8 assessments. 

Although this year 
has been different 
from any other year, 
we have continued 
t o s t u d y 
complicated texts 

and have excellent classroom discussions.   We started off 
the year talking about historical figures who have taken a 
stand against injustice.   We studied speeches by Sojourner 
Truth, Shirley Chisholm and President Lyndon Johnson.  We 
used that as a bridge to read the classic novel “To Kill a 
Mockingbird,” by Harper Lee.   Throughout this book we 
looked at stands that different characters have taken and the 
reasons they took them.  
  
In addition we have connected the novel to other texts, 
reading about The Scottsboro Boys, what it was like for 
African-Americans to learn to read and also a poem called 
“The Obstacle,” where the author discusses her life dealing 
with prejudice.   We have made great connections to the 
real-life events of the past year and have had interesting 
discussions about the Jim Crow laws as well. 
  
We are currently finishing an essay where we discuss 
whether it was the right thing for Atticus Finch to defend Tom 
Robinson in the novel.   I am looking forward to seeing what 
the students have to say.  We will then transition into reading 
short stories and poetry for a bit until we get to the novel 
“Inside Out and Back Again.”

With 
Mr. Reid

With Mr. Gibson

 What does it mean to study, especially in math 
class?  Studying can take on many different forms.  
Focusing on and completing homework is one way of 
studying.  Simply rereading the notes of the day is 
another way of studying.  A more enjoyable way of 
studying, one that is challenging given COVID-19, is 
studying with a classmate.  It is not unusual for a 
student to explain something to a peer in a way that 
makes sense to them.  It is often called middle school 
speak.  This is why I often encourage students to reach 
out to not only me, but their peers as well when they are 
confused.   

Studying sometimes means going back over the 
notes later on in the same day they are taken.  Many 
studies have been done with respect to the way the 
human brain processes new information.  On average, 
people take in and retain about 20% of new information.  
Therefore, if students are not reviewing notes, they are 
severely limiting how deeply they learn new content and 
how long that new information is retained.  

Lastly, with the world dominated by technology, 
students need to look no further than their Chromebooks 
in order to review various math topics.  YouTube has an 
endless supply of quality tutorials of just about any 
math topic one can imagine.  Khan Academy is another 
great resource where students can watch videos and 
practice problems.  Utilizing technology to study math 
should be a natural progression since many students are 
online many hours throughout the week.  
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MIDDLE SCHOOL CHORUS 
BAND WITH MR. MULLER

The Middle School Bands Were Busy This Fall! 
The Grade 5-6 and 7-8 South Lewis Middle School Bands have to be separated by the hybrid 
schedule but it hasn’t stopped them from making music in a socially distanced way.  Mr. Muller 
runs a socially distanced lesson schedule in his office on the days students are here for their in-
person learning.  During the December/January period of remote learning, he and the students got 
together for lessons through Google Meet. 

The Bands still meet during 10th Period. Each band level mostly meets on its appointed days but 
does a “flip day” with Mrs. Gronowski for Chorus so that the students who come in person on “the 
opposite days of their band”  can still have one day of Band.  The 5-6 Band normally meets on 
days 2,4,and 6. Mr. Muller sees them on Days 2 and 6 and Mrs. G sees 5th and 6th Graders on 
Day 4. Mr. Muller sees the other 5-6th Graders on Day 5. The 7-8 Band normally meets on days 
1,3 and 5. Mr. Muller sees them on 1 and 3 and Mrs. G sees any on Day 5. Mr. Muller sees the 
other 7-8th Graders on Day 4.  

This year, with not being able to have large audiences in our auditorium, the bands could not 
perform as part of the annual South Lewis Middle School December Concert. The bands did, 
instead, work on some small group pieces, that Mr. Muller put together for a video for the parents, 
as well as Mr. Premo, Ms. Duppert, and Mr. Luther. All three had helped the Middle School and 
High School Band work out a “Socially Distanced Band Room space” in what has normally been 
the Music Suite for Chorus and General Music. Chorus was moved to the Auditorium and General 
Music moved to the “Normal” Band room. 

The Day 2&6 5/6th Grade Band featured the Flutes performing “Good King Wenceslas”, the 
Clarinets performing “Jolly Old St. Nicholas”, and the Brass and Saxophones, accompanied by the 
Percussion on “Jingle Bells”. The Day 5 5/6th Grade Band featured the Flutes and Clarinets on 
“The Dreidel Song” for Chanukah, and the Brass, Saxophone, and Percussion on “The Kwanzaa 
Song” for Kwanzaa. 
The Day 1&3 7/8th Grade Band featured the Flutes, Clarinets and Percussion on “Holiday Medley”, 
and the Saxophones on “O Christmas Tree”. The Day 4 7/8th Grade Band featured the Flutes and 
Clarinets on “Twas In The Moon of Wintertime”, and the Low Brass and Percussion on “We Wish 
You A Merry Christmas”. 
Mr. Muller and the Middle School Bands thank Mr. Scott Carpenter for putting together the video.   
 
7th Grade General Music Students Learn Both In Person and Remotely with Mr. Muller. 

Normally the 7th Grade General Music Classes with Mr. Muller focus mainly on learning about, 
experiencing and performing the rhythms of snare drum. As another unit, the students learn about 
the History of Rock and Popular Music.  
The first marking period was able to do this in a mostly normal fashion. The 2nd period featured a 
portion of time where the students attended class remotely through Google Meet. In each Google 
Meet, Mr. Muller presented the students with more sections of the History of Rock Unit. When 
students returned in January, they were able to resume some drumming, and finish the History of 
Rock Unit.  
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With Mr. Liddiard

This year things look a little different in room 112, but we’re making the best of our altered surroundings 
while adjusting to a new schedule.  Six grade students in Home & Careers are working hard to develop the 
strong communication and interpersonal skills that are necessary for success in and out of the classroom.  
In addition to life skill development, this group has enjoyed using their creative talents to stitch up some 
sewing projects using hand and machine sewing techniques.  They are doing an incredible job utilizing 
Google Classroom while adapting to the many obstacles and challenges of in-person and remote learning.     
 
Current seventh and eighth grade students are studying the 16 career clusters and the different career 
pathways within each cluster.  They’re also exploring local job opportunities while continuing to build on the 
soft skills that they were introduced to back in 6th grade.  Though unable to participate in live mock 
interviews this year, they are discovering the importance of workplace readiness skills through experiential 
learning within the classroom by filling out job applications, researching job requirements, and practicing 
interviewing skills.  Earlier in the semester, students had some fun in the kitchen while learning the basics of 
proper food handling skills and kitchen safety.  A few of the recipes that they enjoyed most included socially 
distant smoothies, fruit dip, and wholegrain personal pizzas.  The final unit of the semester will focus on 
basic financial literacy skills, including information on budgeting, banking, and other areas related to 
personal finance.    

Home and Careers with Mrs. Vargo

Much has changed in the Covid World.  Introduction to Technology is still offered all three years of middle 
school. Instead of the students getting 10 weeks of class in different formats, the students are basically 
getting five weeks of Technology every other day,  except for 7th and 8th grade which rotate during the six-
day cycle.   

 All of the classes still focus on hands-on project based learning. The students learn concepts and skills then 
apply them to the completion of a project or activity.  Safety is always stressed when using tools and 
equipment.  The students should enjoy the projects and activities while meeting the curriculum goals and 
New York State Standards and the common core and 21st Century Goals.   

The 6th grade focuses on introducing technology and what we use it for and how it effects our lives.  They 
have learned about Technology and its seven resources.  The students use the computers to do a presentation 
to the class.  They also learn measuring as a foundation skill as time has not allowed for tools and projects. 

The 7th Grade looks into transportation. They also learn orthographic drawing that will help us design a CO2 
powered dragster.  They study and test aerodynamic ideas using a computer program called Whitebox.  The 
program has allowed the students to design and race cars without building them. 

The 8th grade focuses on manufacturing.  They are learning about power tools and manufacturing to safely 
build projects of their own design.  The circumstances of this year have not allowed us to make a project in 
the first half of the year.  Hopefully, that will change going forward. 
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Fine Arts in the Middle School and High school 
By Megan Hoch 

The Art room is a place to make! All students are given the gift to create what 
makes them happy. Art is also a creative outlet for anything positive or negative 
in ones life.  I hope to provide all of my students with the tools to be successful in 
life.  Art is not just about the finished product but it is about the process in which 
one journeyed to get there. Reflection is needed to grow, set new goals and 
move forward in having a fun, happy successful life.
 
Currently the Middle School students are working on building robots.  Students 
have been asked to bring in “junk” from home. I give students the tools to build 

and step outside of their comfort zone.  The expectation is that students are responsible for 
setting their own goals, making their own choices within the project, and answering their own 
questions through team work and experimentation.  Great questions are formed and answered 
throughout the project.  When they are finished, students have a higher level of understanding 
how to problem solve.   It is important for our students to learn how to brainstorm new ideas, 
communicate and solve problems to get to a successful outcome. It is my job to ask the 
appropriate questions at the right time, in a way I am not giving them the answers but guiding 
them to a few possible solutions.  
 
In Graphic design, students in grades 9-12 are using a variety of applications to build different designs that can 
be applied to the real world, from using keynote for building postcards and your traditional family picture 
Christmas card, to Photoshop to edit pictures and build a South Lewis T-Shirt design that our district will be able 
to purchase. 

 
In Digital Photography, currently students are participating in the 24 hour Adirondack challenge 
hosted by The Lake Placid Institute.  Students have been working hard to build a portfolio of 
their best work.  South Lewis students have been invited to share their pictures of our area. If 
you are out on a local vacation to the mountains, stop in and check us out!

 
Every year is new and exciting! I feel it is important to set new goals as an educator and  for our 

students to do the same.  I share my goals with my students because I want 
them to understand the hard work that goes into setting a goal, motivating 
yourself and what it means when you reach that goal. I hope to inspire others 
to think about what is important to them, to set a goal, reflect, and to work 
hard to get there…and to be proud when it happens! Success is not just 
about what you accomplish but it’s also about inspiring others to reach their 
success.
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Sixth Graders Learn to play the Steel Drums 

 

At some point, every sixth grader student at South Lewis will take a ten-week music 
course with Mr. McCall.  One of the focuses of the 6th grade course is learning about 
and playing the steel drum or steel pan.  The Steelpan (also known as steel pan, steel 
drum or pan, and sometimes, collectively with other musicians, as a steelband or  
orchestra) is a musical instrument originating from Trinidad and Tobago. The modern 
pan is a percussion instrument made from 55 gallon industrial drums. The students 
learn to count and keep a steady beat and the correct tempo.  They also learn how to 
use their wrist to strike the drum correctly.  They also learn how to read the musical 
staff and count musical rhythms.  Often by the end of the short ten-week course, the 
students have successfully mastered several songs. 

With Mr. McCall
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Special Education Update from Mr. Oakes and Ms. Paluck 
Topics: 
Mr. Oakes’s 5th and 6th grade classes have just started some interesting stories.  Fifth grade 
students are reading Esperanza Rising and are exploring the fundamentals of Human Rights. Sixth 
graders are reading  Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief and  Hero’s Journey.  Students are 
building background knowledge about Greek Gods and how they connect to Percy Jackson and the 
Lightning Thief.  Throughout the year, students will be working on skills to help increase 
comprehension.  As a whole group, we are building decoding skills, reading comprehension skills 
and fluency with a reading program called LightSail.  This program aligns with the common core 
standards and helps all students to connect with reading at their proficient reading level.  

Ms.Paluck’s  5th and 6th grade math programs implement Common Core Learning Standards using 
Math Modules. There are six modules in all. Topics of study are as follows: Place Value and 
Decimal Fractions, Multi-Digit Whole Number and Decimal Fraction Operations, Addition and 
Subtraction of Fractions, Multiplication and Division of Fractions, Decimal Fractions, Ratios, 
Addition and Multiplication with Volume and Area and Problem Solving with the Coordinate Plane. 
Students will achieve much this year in terms of academic growth, greater self-confidence, 
improved social skills, and working in a safe and healthy classroom.  I plan to do several new 
activities this year to improve academic performance through the use of technology. My main goal 
is to have students become proficient at showing their work, so they can then transfer it to the 
computer. This is great practice for the state tests!!  

  
Technology: 
Students are enhancing their learning as they routinely use their new Chromebooks everyday.  
They have been trained with several extensions from Google to practice ELA and Math skills.  
These extensions include Read and Write, Fluency Tutor and Equatio.  Read and Write is an 
extension that allows students to access grade level text by having the computer read an article to 
them, highlight important information and define words with a definition or picture.  Fluency Tutor 
allows students to record themselves reading a text and then send the recording to the teacher for 
review. Students use Google Classroom to access all of our class notes and assignments. Equatio 
allows students to record their answers on the computer using appropriate math symbols. 
  
What can Parents do? 
 Students are encouraged to pick literature that interests them outside of school. Reading should 
be fun and enjoyable.  Parents, read with your children two to three times a week to foster literacy 
and build grade level comprehension. Parents are also encouraged to practice basic math facts 
with their children. Use flash cards or anything that fosters learning their basic math facts. Please 
teach your children the importance of coming to school everyday; however if they are sick, please 
keep them home!!   
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With Ashley Masterpol
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Special Education Update from Mrs. VanBrocklin and Mrs. Wood:
7th Grade ELA class just finished reading  A Long Walk to Water  by Linda Sue Park  and 
learned about the struggles of the Lost Boys and children in Sudan. They were able to learn 
about our real-life character and his mission to bring water to his home country.   Next, they 
will be learning about Cesar Chavez and poor working conditions for migrant farm workers 
and how Chavez brought about change.  They will finish the year reading Lyddie. 

8th Grade ELA students have been reading To Kill a Mockingbird and learning about the 
importance of taking a stand.  They have discussed the importance of the Golden Rule and 
how it relates to society from both the past and today.  They have learned a great deal about 
the Civil Rights Movement and the impact of the time period.  They will read Omnivore’s 
Dilemma  later in the year and should enjoy learning about where their food comes from.  

Resource Room:  Some of the topics that we focus on include reading comprehension, 
decoding skills, test-taking strategies, organization and fluency.  Improving the students’ 
reading skills is essential to success across all other subject areas.   

Math with Mrs. Wood: 
Mrs. Wood’s 7th and 8th Grade Math classes have been working hard and honing in on their 
math skills.  
So far this year: 
7th Grade Math: Students have learned to add and subtract positive and negative integers, 
identify and write one-step variable equations, using the method of CUBES and making 
mathematical inferences by identifying key terms from word problems to correctly solve 
using all four operations. Students will continue the year learning to combine like terms 
using all four operations, identifying and solving problems using greater than, less than, or 
equal to, and practicing linear equations.  

8th Grade Math: Students have learned to identify positive and negative numbers with 
exponents, expand rational numbers using exponential notation, identify and explain 
different types of Transformations, solve one-step variable equations and rewriting decimals 
using  scientific notations. Students will continue to work rational and irrational numbers with 
all four operations, graph linear and nonlinear equations, and prep for the Regents Exam.  

Students have been working with IXL, an innovative online tool that helps reinforce skills 
students learn in the classroom. Additionally, students have been working collaboratively in 
class using Quizlet. Quizlet is an online learning tool that allows students to track their 
progress in real time and turns math into a fun interactive game while maintaining social 
distancing guidelines.  

Resource Room: Students focus on areas per their IEP goals and are provided the 
appropriate support and content.  Students use IXL, Lightsail, and Scholastic.com as 
resources in the classroom to reinforce skills they are learning in the classroom. Additionally, 
students are encouraged to think aloud and share their thought process. Students are 
provided an opportunity to interact and engage to build confidence in the academic areas of 
Math and Reading/Writing.  

(Continued on Page 39)
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Special Education Information with Janie Wood:

Structured Lessons:
 The 15:1 classes are designed to provide grade level module instruction with some 
modifications based on specific student needs.  Resource classes deliver direct instruction 
and practice skills which were identified as needs in a student’s IEP.  During this time, 
teachers also re-teach and pre-teach module material covered in class.  Lessons in the 
special education classroom consist of modeling, guided practice, and independent 
practice.  

Technology:
Students are using their Chromebooks for several class activities.  They have been trained 
on using several extensions to assist them with their reading and writing.  These extensions 
include text to speech, word prediction and voice typing.  We have the programs 
Read&Write for Google and EquatIO to assist with giving students online accommodations.  
Students use a variety of websites and interactive activities, such as virtual tours, to further 
their understanding of content.  Some of our favorite websites are www.newsela.com, 
www.spellingcity.com, www.mathsisfun.com, Reflex math and Prodigy.  Many of these 
websites they can access at home to get additional practice. 

What can Parents do?
ELA: Students should be encouraged to read at least 20 minutes per day outside of class to 
improve their reading skills. We have an online reading program called LightSail that 
students can access at home.  It is important for students to choose books/articles/
magazines at their reading level and find readings that are interesting to them. You can have 
them read the newspaper, captions on a T.V. show, mail, recipe directions or road signs. Any 
reading outside of school will be very beneficial for them! 

MATH: It is important for students to continue their math skills by practicing outside of the 
classroom. Students should be encouraged to log into their IXL accounts to practice problem 
solving, which can be found on their Google Classroom or by logging into IXL.com. Math 
has been taught many different ways using different methods throughout time. To see how 
the material is being taught in school, students and their families are encouraged to check 
Google Classroom where videos are posted of each lesson through a state provided 
youtube video provided by Engage NY. These videos provide a step-by-step breakdown of 
current New York standards and methods of all homework assignments that are sent home. 
Additional support for any real-life math such as budgeting or grocery shopping are great 
opportunities for students to apply their skills in a real world situation. For any additional help 
or question I am readily available at jwood@southlewis.org! 

http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.spellingcity.com/
http://www.mathsisfun.com/
mailto:jwood@southlewis.org
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Students are gradually developing the skills to read, write, speak and listen in Spanish.  
With the adjusted schedule we have found ourselves in, we’re all working hard together 
to keep class as normal as possible.  At this time, they are able to greet someone and have 
a basic conversation about themselves and their friends.  They will soon be learning how 
to talk about their classes and school, as well as their family and home.  Feel free to ask 
the students what they have learned! 

Señorita Davidson 


