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Help WES with Student Attendance! 

Dear Families, 

 Please help us at WES with your child’s daily attendance.  Your 
child’s attendance at school is vital to his/her learning experience.  When 
students are frequently absent, learning opportunities are lost because 
they have missed lessons, activities, and the rich conversation that take 
place in classrooms and this cannot be recreated.  Students who are 
frequently tardy or absent are at risk for not meeting grade-level 
benchmarks in literacy, math, and content standards.  In fact, studies 
have shown that missing as much as 10% of a school year, or two days per 
month, can severely affect a student’s ability to succeed academically 
due to the gaps in learning that occur.  Please understand that we are 
required by the state of Maine and RSU #38 Policy to take attendance 
and to report truancy and chronic absenteeism. Chronic absenteeism is 
defined as missing 10% or more days of school either excused or 
unexcused. 

 Here at WES, we are all about student success; we enjoy teaching 
your child and want to see her/him each day!  We understand that 
sometimes your child may be ill.  If he/she is ill, please call the school to 
report their absence.  Mrs. McGuire and Mrs. Simmons are happy to take 
your call, or you can request to speak with our school nurse as well. 

Thank you for being partners in your child’s education. 



Because we care, we 

Wear a mask 
Wash our hands 
Keep our distance 

Use our own materials 
Eat safely in our own space

The School Faculty and Staff  

of Wayne Elementary School 

wish our students and their 
families a relaxing and 

enjoyable February Break. 

Registration  
for the  

March 11th and March 16th 
Virtual Parent / Teacher 

Conferences 
will open on 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22nd 
at 8 am. 

Please be sure to set up your 
appointment(s).  Conferences will be 

held virtually. 

Complete instructions for 
using the Pick-A-Time system are 

being sent home with students and 
via e-mail today. 

Please take some time to enjoy 
reading during your vacation.

REMOTE STORM  

DAYS LUNCH ORDER 

If you would like your child to be sent home with 
breakfast and lunch for any Remote Storm Days 
we may have, please fill out the form below. 
Storm Packs will be sent home the day before a 
remote storm day and are free for any student. 

https://forms.gle/
EYwbAmG1dDNH7ygR9
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Magnificent Math Minutes  
by Mrs. Susan Hogan 

K-5 Math Interventionist 

Want to share your activity, send your child’s teacher a video on SeeSew, or you could email 
me at : susan_hogan@maranacook.com.  

I can’t wait to see and hear all the ways you are “doing and talking” math at home!

2-12-21 
Math Fact Fluency 

What does it mean to “know your math facts”? Here is a breakdown of what 
it means: 

 
 
 

How can I help my child at home with math fact fluency? 
https://www.youcubed.org/evidence/fluency-without-fear/ 

 
Addition Fact Activities 
Snap It: This is an activity that children can work on in groups. Each child 
makes a train of connecting cubes of a specified number. On the signal 
“Snap,” children break their trains into two parts and hold one hand behind 
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Addition Fact Activities (continued) 

their back. Children take turns going around the circle showing their remaining 
cubes. The other children work out the full number combination. 
Multiplication Fact Activities 
Pepperoni Pizza: In this game, children roll a dice twice. The first roll tells 
them how many pizzas to draw. The second roll tells them how many pepperonis 
to put on EACH pizza. Then they write the number sentence that will help them 
answer the question, “How many pepperonis in all?”For example, I roll a dice 
and get 4 so I draw 4 big pizzas. I roll again and I get 3 so I put three 
pepperonis on each pizza. Then I write 4 x 3 = 12 and 
that tells me that there are 12 pepperonis in all. 
Improved Flash Cards 
Many parents use ‘flash cards’ as a way of encouraging the learning of math 
facts. These usually include unhelpful practices – memorization without 
understanding and time pressure. In our Math Cards activity we have used the 
structure of cards, which children like, but we have moved the emphasis to 
number sense and the understanding of multiplication. The aim of the activity 
is to match cards with the same numerical answer, shown through different 
representations. Lay all the cards down on a table and ask children to take 
turns picking them; pick as many as they find with the same answer (shown 
through any representation). For example 9 and 4 can be shown with an area 
model, sets of objects such as dominoes, and the number sentence.  When 
student match the cards they should explain how they know that the different 
cards are equivalent. This activity encourages an understanding of 
multiplication as well as rehearsal of math facts. 

Interested in more Research 
https://hechingerreport.org/should-we-stop-making-kids-memorize-times-tables/ 
OR https://hechingerreport.org/memorizers-are-the-lowest-achievers-and-other-
common-core-math-surprises/



FEBRUARY 2021 
February 14 — HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY. 

February 15 - 19 - February Vacation 

February 22 - Parent/Teacher Conferences’ 
Scheduler opens at 8:00am 

February 24 – Budget Workshop -  
 Technology; Operations & Maintenance, 
 including Bond and COVID  
 grants overviews. Meeting  
 will be held at MCMS &  
 Zoom, beginning at 6:30pm. 

   

Type to enter text

Just a reminder that students K-5 will have 
in school instruction beginning on 

Wednesday February 24, 2021. 

Please note Wednesday, March 3rd and 
April 7th are remote learning days for 

students.  



Happy Winter!


It seems the weather is getting colder, the snow has started to fall from the 
sky, and we are all starting to think about Spring.  


The change of seasons is a ripe time for our students to begin transition to 
different clothes.  It’s tough to predict what the day will bring, but I’m writing 
this little note to remind you that it’s important to prepare for the coldest part 
of the day.  Please make sure your student(s) comes prepared for the changing 
weather.


If you have any needs in this department, we are willing to help and work with 
you to make sure every student has what they need to succeed in the 
classroom and outside of it.  Please do not hesitate to voice your needs.  At 
RSU38, we are very fortunate to have a robust network of resources to help.  


Vitamin D is essential to mental health and overall wellbeing.  Vitamin D is a 
difficult vitamin to obtain from supplements, so it is important to give your skin 
a little taste of the sun in these darker months.  If you have questions, ideas, or 
want to help support outdoor activities during the winter, please reach out!


Most Sincerely,


Justin Easter BA, BSN, RN

Wayne and Mt. Vernon Elementary Schools Nurse

RUVNA SCREENER 
Just a friendly reminder — All families 
should be receiving the Ruvna screener via 
either email or text message each morning. 

If you are not receiving it, please call the 
school office at 685.3634. 

Thank you for taking the time to complete 
this daily. 

MESSAGE FROM OUR  

Please Remember 

to Wash 


Your Masks!

We are so proud of how well our 
Wayne stu dents are do ing 
wearing their masks! 


Please help us by washing them 
daily so that children start each 
day with a clean mask! 



A MESSAGE FROM OUR LUNCH LADY 
       Diana Soiett 

A Lunch Lady’s Poem
by Veronica Villalon

Once I was the smiling face greeting you as you found your place. 
Now, I smile with my eyes as I give you your space. 
As I try through my mask to ease your concern and help you feel safe, 
I look into your eyes as you rush on by. 
You have something to share, but you can't stay and chat. 
My eyes try to say as you’re walking away, 
I still care and would have loved to hear all about that. 
Yes, I know it's not fair, 
Growing up in a time when we can't share the air. 
This thing it won't last. 
It will fade to the past. 
That's my hope and my prayer while we're wearing our masks. 
I miss the old days when you came bopping in, 
Because you did something funny, I could tell by your grin. 
You didn't have to walk with your face to the floor, 
Counting six steps and stopping at the sticker by the door. 
Yes, I miss those old days when you came into chat, 
You had something to say about this about that. 
I gave you my ear, 
Sometimes softened your fear, 
About the tests and exams at the end of the year. 
Now, we say a hello through a mask. 
Our words become muffled but there's no time to ask. 
So I'll say with my eyes what comes from my heart. 
Thank you for doing your part. 
You are cherished and loved every day in this place, 
And I thank you again for keeping us safe. 
I hope soon we will be free of this task, but 
Meanwhile we appreciate you for respectfully wearing your mask. 

 



Incoming 2021 - 2022 Incoming Students!
It is that time of year again when we begin updating our incoming list of kindergarten students for 
the 2021-22 school year.  If you are a parent of an incoming Kindergartner for the school year 
2021-22, who will be 5 years old on or before October 15, 2021, please call Linda McGuire or Val 
Simmons at the school (685-3634) with the following information: 

Child’s name, Date of Birth, Parent Names, Phone Numbers, Street Address (mailing address if it 
is different than street address), and parent email address(es).

At this time, we are creating a list.  We do not have a date set for kindergarten screening, and due 
to COVID restrictions, we do not know what this will look like. 

If you know of any parents who may have a child eligible to begin school in the fall, please feel free 
to share this information.  Thank you.


