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News to share?
Our County Editor Dave Hinton: 217-249-2404 or dhinton@news-gazette.com

KEEPING WITH THE THEME

Provided

Pleasant Acres Elementary School student KJ Britton shows off a few of the two boxes’ worth of Black
History Month and social-justice-themed books donated to the Rantoul school. The monthlong celebration
continues this week at area schools, with events ranging from a virtual meeting with ‘Thirteen and a Half’
author Rachel Vail on Thursday at Champaign’s Franklin STEAM Academy to classroom readings of Jacque-
line Woodson’s ‘The Other Side’ by social worker Jenna White at Danville’s Meade Park Elementary.

Criminal element well represented in Illinois Senate
For those

keeping score,
four current or
recent members
of the Illinois
Senate have
pleaded guilty

to corruption charges or are
facing trial.
Last week’s federal indict-

ment of former state Sen.
Sam McCann demonstrates
again that when it comes to
allegedly pursuing self-inter-
est, Illinois’ rough-and-tumble
politics is more bipartisan
than some might think.
The 51-year-old McCann,

who was first elected as a
Republican, was charged last

week with income-tax evasion,
wire fraud and money laun-
dering. He joins Democrats
Thomas Cullerton, Martin
Sandoval and Terry Link in the
Senate’s rogue gallery of not-
so-selfless public servants.
McCann, who is scheduled to

be arraigned Feb. 16, left the
Senate after the 2018 election.
Cullerton, a suburban Villa
Park resident who remains
in the Senate, faces trial on
charges of stealing from the
Teamsters union.
Link, who pleaded guilty to

income-tax evasion, is hoping
for a reduced sentence after
he helped ensnare a corrupt
House member in a bribery

scheme. The Waukegan-area
legislator resigned his Senate
seat after acknowledging his
guilt.
Sandoval, a Chicago resi-

dent, pleaded guilty to bribery
and income-tax evasion. He
agreed to testify against his
co-conspirators to get a break
on his sentence.
But Sandoval died before

having to appear in court to

rat out his friends.
Most Illinoisans are not

familiar with McCann, who is
from Macoupin County. He at-
tracted brief statewide atten-
tion in 2018 when he ran as a
Conservative Party alternative
to then-incumbent Republican
Gov. Bruce Rauner.
In the best tradition of

Illinois’ shady politics, Mc-
Cann’s campaign was financed
by Democrats as a means
of drawing votes away from
Rauner.
Operating through a cam-

paign fund named “Fight Back
Illinois,” Democrats poured
more than $3 million into Mc-
Cann’s campaign. The govern-

ment alleges McCann helped
himself to his unsuccessful
campaign’s cash surplus after
collecting just 4 percent of the
vote in his three-way race with
Rauner and 2018 Democratic
winner J.B. Pritzker.
State election records de-

scribe Fight Back Illinois as
an East Moline-based cam-
paign fund whose goal is to
“support Democratic candi-
dates in state and local elec-
tions.” McCann also received
considerable public support
from Operating Engineers Lo-
cal 150, which has strong ties
to Democrats.
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By DEBRA PRESSEY
dpressey@news-gazette.com
URBANA — Fewer than 2,000

early votes have been cast so far
for Champaign County’s Feb. 23
consolidated primary election,
county Clerk Aaron Ammons said.
But there are still two weeks left

to vote, Ammons said, and starting
Monday, more early-voting loca-
tions will be opening.
“I think it’s import-

ant for people to under-
stand the significance
of voting in local elec-
tions, because these are the people
who direct your life on a day-to-day
basis,” he said.
As of Tuesday, there had been 212

early votes cast at the Brookens
Administrative Center in Urbana.
And 1,376 of 3,448 requested vote-

by-mail ballots have been returned,
Ammons said.
The primary largely focuses on

narrowing the Democratic field for
Urbana mayor and aldermen in five
wards — Nos. 1, 2, 3, 5 and 7 — plus
one Democratic race for City of
Champaign Township supervisor.
There is also one Republican write-
in candidate for City of Champaign
Township supervisor.
Ammons said he anticipates vot-

ing will pick up when five new ear-
ly-voting locations open next week:
➜University of Illinois Illini

Union, 1401 W. Green St., U
➜Leonhard Recreation Center,

2307 Sangamon Drive, C
➜Meadowbrook Community

Church, 1902 S. Duncan Road, C
➜Parkland College Student Life

Center, 2400 W. Bradley Ave, C
➜Church of the Living God, 312

E. Bradley Ave., C
All five locationswill be open from

10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Feb. 15-22; 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Feb 20; and 1 to 5 p.m Feb.
21. Early voting also continues at the
Brookens Center, 1776 E. Washing-
ton St., U, from 8:30 a.m to 4:30 p.m.
weekdays through Feb. 19; 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Feb. 20; 1 to 5 p.m. Feb. 21;
and 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. Feb. 22.
Ammons said voters can register

and vote the same day during the
current grace period by bringing
a photo ID and piece of mail with
their home address on it to voting
locations.
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More early-voting sites to open next week

Robin Scholz/The News-Gazette

Glenna Weith of Mahomet receives her second shot
of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine Tuesday from Carle
registered nurse Kelly Diller at the former Dress Barn
store in north Champaign.

ROUND TWO

More inside
■ Sample ballot. D-1-4.

By BEN ZIGTERMAN
bzigterman@news-gazette.com
CHAMPAIGN — After holding

listening sessions and study circles
last year on policing, Champaign
police Chief Anthony Cobb laid out
a plan Monday for the city council
that would see the addition of com-
munity-service officers and a col-
laboration with Urbana police on its
One Door pilot program for emer-
gency mental-crisis calls.
He also said the complaint pro-

cess has been improved to give cit-
izens 60 days to file one, up from
30, and there is now a community
mediation program to resolve con-
flicts.
But despite calls for reduced

funding, Cobb said there has been a
rise in violent crime and that patrol
officers are stretched thin.
“With our current staffing, our of-

ficers are going call to call to call,
and they just don’t have the time to
do the things that we’ve heard from
the public process, from the engage-
ment, that our public would like to
see them do,” he said.
The One Door program is being

piloted this year by the Urbana
Police Department in partnership
with Rosecrance.
“The individual in crisis will be

offered stabilization and a refer-
ral to the appropriate specialist for
treatment,” Cobb said. “The goals
of the One Door program are to
provide an alternative to arrest or
emergency-room admissions.”
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Police chief
lays out
reform plan
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