
Slate Valley Unified Union School District 
Finance Committee Meeting 
Monday, January 11, 2021 

5:30 PM 
Participation will be Virtual 

Connect by Going To: meet.google.com/nkp-nhsx-piu 
Or Join By Phone  (US) + 802-459-1875 PIN: 844 861 346# 

 
Approved Minutes 

 
Audience Attending: Brooke Olsen-Farrell, Kris Benway, Chris Cole, Casey O’Meara, Bonnie 
Lenihan, Cheryl Scarzello, Christine Pouliot, Glen Cousineau, Julie Finnegan, Rick Wilson, Rebekah 
St. Peter, Tara Buxton, Toni Lobdell 
 
Call to Order: Glen Cousineau called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Approval of Agenda: Tim Smith made a motion to approve the agenda with no changes, Christine 
Pouliot seconded the motion. 
 
Approval of Minutes - January 4, 2021:  Christine Pouliot made a motion to approve the minutes of 
1/4/21 as written with no changes, this was seconded by Rick Wilson. 
 
Final Draft of FY22 Budget: Cheryl began reviewing any changes made to the budget and slide show 
since last Monday’s meeting of 1/4/2021.  Her changes were made based on the decision by last 
week's Finance Committee direction to transfer 900,000.00 less $17,500.00 (West Haven tuition fund) 
to the Capital Reserve Fund for the sum of 882,500.00.  Cheryl said hopefully the full board will 
approve the dedication of the West Haven tuition fund money to the High School/Middle School project. 
Cheryl reviewed the estimated costs for the Middle School Project and the projected sources of 
funding.  There will be no need for a bond for the project.  
Cheryl reminded them that there was a 2.6 million dollar surplus due to early school closing last year 
due to Covid 19.  She reminded the committee that $1.7 million will go into the general budget revenue 
fund.  
Cheryl next reviewed that with all these calculations we are looking at a per equalized pupil increase of 
.738 down from .78% at the last meeting due to some minor changes in revenue.  Cheryl expects to 
have more information from the state regarding per equalized pupils  on or around January 23, 2021. 
She said the number is likely to be adjusted again by the AOE and will impact everyone in the state, not 
just SVUUSD.   Currently the warning will say a .74% increase in education spending per equalized 
pupil. 
Cheryl is recommending that the Yield be configured somewhere between the  Commissioner’s 
suggested yield and the FY21 Yield.  She thinks we should split the difference as opposed to doing 
solely one or the other.  
Brooke and Cheryl went on to say that SVUUSD has a lower budget than many of our neighbors at this 
point..  
Tim Smith once again stated he was not in favor of the $900,000.00 transfer and much prefers the 
$750.000.00 transfer to the Capital Fund and was hoping others would have changed their mind.  Glen 
called the question but no one was recommending to go back to the $750,000.00 figure.  Cheryl’s 
whole budget presentation for tonight was based on the decision of the Finance Committee from last 
week of 1/4/2021.  
 
Town Meeting Day: Brooke discussed Act 162.  She would be recommending that we move several 
articles to Australian Ballot, such as the Moderator, and the Clerk positions, the Board positions. 
 She is also recommending that we keep March 2, 2021, as Town Meeting Day and the day we have 
voters vote on our school budget through Australian ballot and not from the floor as we have done in 
the past.  She would also recommend keeping Feb. 22 as a Virtual Informational Night.  The Finance 
Committee will make this motion to the full Board. 
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Announce Tuition: Cheryl mentioned that we were not recommending a change for Tuition Rates for 
this year.  K-6 the tuition rate would remain at $15,000.00 while Grade 7-12 Tuition Rate would be 
$17,000.00.  The Finance Committee supports this decision.  
 
Agenda Building: 

● Informational Meeting/Planning for FY 22 
● Finalized Budget Numbers 
● Warrants 
● Non-Union Staff Contracts 

 
Other: None 
 
Adjourn: Rick Wilson made a motion to adjourn at 6:15 p.m., this was seconded by Tara Buxton. 
 

Next SVUUSD Finance Committee Mtg. - February 8, 2021 - 5:30 p.m. 
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